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Dear Friends of Mayer Lutheran High School,

Greetings to you in the name of Jesus Christ! Welcome to our 57th year of 
preparing Christian leaders at Mayer Lutheran High School!
 On October 31, 1517, in Wittenberg, Germany, a theology professor from 
the newly-founded University of Wittenberg posted ninety-five statements 
that he wished to debate regarding the teachings of the church that he felt were in error. In 
nailing his document to the All Saints Church door for all to see, the “Disputation of Martin 
Luther on the Power and Efficacy of Indulgences,” erupted into a firestorm throughout 
Europe that ultimately led Martin Luther to appear before the most powerful church and civil 

leaders at a trial on April 18, 1591 at Worms, Germany. Luther was asked by the 
representative of the Holy Roman Empire to recant his critical statements of the 
church or face excommunication and, very likely, a certain death. 
    Luther stood firm. “Unless I am convinced by the testimony of the Scriptures or 
by clear reason....I am bound by the Scriptures I have quoted and my conscience 
is captive to the Word of God. I cannot and will not recant anything, since it is 
neither safe nor right to go against conscience. May God help me. Amen” This 
remarkable confession, in the face of adversity, revealed a zeal for God’s Word that 
we teach, live, and believe to this day at Mayer Lutheran High School. We stand 
with Luther in his conviction.
    Mike King was born on January 15, 1929, the son of a pastor, Mike Sr., who 
was also a PK. In 1934, Mike Sr. travelled to the Holy Land and Europe with a 
group of Baptist pastors, culminating with the Baptist World Alliance conference 
in Berlin. While in Germany, he had a chance to visit many sites related to Martin 
Luther and was given a deep and lasting education about the man and his work. 
Pastor King was so impressed with the courage and brilliant scholarship of Luther 
that he returned to America and changed his very own name from Michael King 
to Martin Luther King, Sr.. His son became Martin Luther King Jr.
    It seems that the name “Martin Luther” and taking courageous stands for truth 

and justice in the face of blistering adversity go hand-in-hand!
 Our theme for the 2017-18 school year is Prepared to Stand. The 500th anniversary of Martin 
Luther’s posting of the Ninety-five Theses seems like a perfect time to emphasize the intense 
desire that we have for the entire Mayer Lutheran family to stand for those things that are good 
and true and noble and God-pleasing and to be prepared to do so against blistering opposition.
 The Apostle Paul, no stranger to the risks of taking a stand for Jesus, writes from jail in 
Romans 1:16-17: For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that 
brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. For in the gospel 
the righteousness of God is revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it 
is written: “The righteous will live by faith.” Indeed, we are not ashamed of the Gospel and our 
movement of preparing Christian leaders is driven by the absolutes of faith alone, grace alone, 
and Scripture alone as Luther articulated so well. We stand on those teachings with no apology!
 As we enter a new school year with all the excitement of a clean slate and the hopes to do 
better than last year, not to mention the commencement of a significant construction project, 
it is our sincerest hope that all of us, like Mike Sr., will appreciate the heroes of faith like Martin 
Luther and, like Mike Jr., stand firm in that faith as we serve a world that needs Christian 
leaders more today than ever.

Prepared to Stand for the Sake of the Gospel,

By Joel Landskroener, MLHS Executive Director |  joel.landskroener@mayerlutheran.org

To submit information for publication in 
The Crusader, please contact Renae Johnson 
at renae.johnson@mayerlutheran.org or 
952-657-2251. Materials due by the 14th of 
each month prior to publication. 

Be Like Mike

2017-18 MLHS Theme

PREPARED TO STAND
For I am not ashamed of 
the gospel, because it is the 
power of God that brings 
salvation to everyone who 
believes: first to the Jew, 
then to the Gentile. For in 
the gospel the righteousness 
of God is revealed—a 
righteousness that is by faith 
from first to last, just as it is 
written: “The righteous will 
live by faith.”  ROMANS 1:16-17
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New Student Orientation
The first day of school is Wednesday, August 23; but for our new students and 
families it really begins on Monday, August 21 at the New Student Orientation from 
5:30-8:30 PM. This event is designed to prepare new students and parents for the 
Mayer Lutheran experience. The evening includes a light meal and an opportunity for 
students to find classrooms, set up lockers, get to know their new classmates, and 
meet faculty and staff. Parents and students participate in a mini-course schedule and 
receive information about the classes students are taking. The event concludes with a 
“what you need to know as new students and parents” session.  
 There will also be an opportunity to sign up for Booster Club events. All MLHS 
families are asked to sign up for two shifts that work for their schedules. You can 
also use this link to see which opportunities are available and to sign up: https://
www.volunteersignup.org/MDBBR. Shifts can be filled by more than one family 
member, e.g. a husband, wife, and student would count for three slots. 
 Sign up early to get the fall shifts you want. Thank you!

MLHS Football 7 on 7 Passing League Champions
This was the first year that MLHS football went 9-0, winning the Silver Division 
at Crown College. The Crusaders played six games on Tuesday evenings and earned 
the number one seed for the final tournament. The 7 on 7 Passing League includes 
two divisions split by size. The larger schools division includes schools such as Eden 
Prairie, Hutchinson, Orono, Glencoe, Rockford, Jordan, and Delano. Our division 
included HLWW, NYA, Sibley East, Lester Prairie, and a few JV teams from some of 
the larger schools. The Crusaders played very physical defense and completed a high 
percentage of passes, earning points for 1st downs, touchdowns, and extra points.  
Baden Noennig had a very good summer as QB, connecting numerous passes with an 
outstanding group of senior receivers, including Branden Carlson, Brock Hoese, Matt 
Menth, and Kenson Boelke. It was a total team effort with lots of intensity and fun.

Did you know...
School Day Hours: 8:10 AM–2:50 PM

School Office Hours: 7 AM–3:30 PM

Absence Line: for reporting all 
absences call 952-657-2251 x1501

Daily Activities Line: to hear updated
daily activities call 952-657-2251 x1502

Parking Permits: New Student drivers
must register their vehicles in the school 
office the first week of school and 
receive a parking permit. Returning 
students need to re-register their vehicles 
and list their permit numbers. Student 
parking is located on the east and west 
sides of the building. The south side is for 
visitors and staff.
 
Wednesday, August 9
Activities Department Meeting 
7 PM, MLHS Fine Arts Center
This is for all parents and students who 
plan to particiapte in any MLHS activities 
during the 2017-18 school year.
Individual fall sports meetings to follow.
(Doors open at 6 pm for forms collection)
 
Monday, August 14
Fall Athletic Practices Begin  
 
Monday & Tuesday  
August 14 & 15
Drop/Add Days
Monday, August 14: 10 AM–2 PM, 
Tuesday, August 15: 10 AM–2 PM 
Counseling Office
 
Monday, August 21
New Student and 
Freshmen Orientation 
5:30–8:30 PM
This evening is for incoming freshmen, 
transfer students, and international 
students. Join us for a light supper, 
information meeting and an opportunity 
for parents and students to meet the 
faculty and staff!
 
Wednesday, August 23
First Day of School
8:10 AM–2:50 PM 
 
Friday, August 25
School Pictures, grades 9–11 
 
Monday, September 4
No School (Labor Day)
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Architecture Incorporated
S I O U X  F A L L S R A P I D  C I T Y

Mayer Lutheran High School
Mayer, Minnesota   |   July 19, 2017

MLHS STUDENT COUNCIL
New this year at MLHS will be a student 
government called the Crusader 
Council. The council will be made up of 
both elected and appointed positions, 
giving opportunity for our students to 
not merely participate in school events 
but lead them. 
 In addition, the Crusader Council is a 
member of the Minnesota Association of 
Student Councils, which offers leadership 
training throughout the school year 
for those who serve. Elections and 
appointments for this year’s Crusader 
Council will take place during the 
first two weeks of the school year. 
Nomination forms to run for office and 
application forms for appointed offices 
will be made available the first week of 
school. 
 Positions for which elections will be 
held are: Executive Council President, 
Executive Council Vice-President, 
Executive Council Secretary, and 9th, 
10th, 11th and 12th grade Class 
Presidents. In addition to these elected 
offices, each class will also have five class 
representatives appointed through an 
application process. 
 For more information please contact the 
Crusader Council advisor: Pastor Stefan 
Wismar, stefan.wismar@mayerlutheran.
org, 952-657-2251 x1101.

Praise God for His generous people! 
 Mayer Lutheran is going forward with the building project 
to add a new entrance and field house to the campus. 
 The ceremony will take place at 5:00 PM on Saturday, 
August 26, at the north end of the high school, where the 
new entrance will be built. 
 A picnic-style dinner will be provided after the ceremony 
with a free-will offering available. All are invited!

Community Adult Study Course!

Martin Luther and 
the Reformation
Wednesdays | 7:00–8:30 PM | MLHS
September 27
October 4 
October 11 
(October 18—NO CLASS) 

Course Description:
In honor of the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation, Pastor Wismar will 
teach a class on Martin Luther and the Reformation. The course will focus on 
both the life of Martin Luther and the theology of the Reformation in general. 

If you would like to participate please sign-up by contacting Renae Johnson in 
the administration office: renae.johnson@mayerlutheran.org; 952-657-2251 
x1002. Class will meet in RM 101 unless otherwise noted.

There is no cost for the course except for purchase of the textbook: 
Kittelson, James M.; Hans H. Wiersma. Luther the Reformer: The Story of the 
Man and His Career, 2ndEd. ISBN-13: 978-1451488883

Please purchase and have it with you for class starting on September 27! 
(Amazon has it for cheap!)

October 25 
November 1 
November 8
November 15

Groundbreaking Event   |   26 August 2017
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A C T I V I T I E S  D E P A R T M E N T  N E W S

Ready or Not...

By Kris Gustin, Activities Director  |  kris.gustin@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1217

Here it is, August already. Ready or 
not, fall activities will begin shortly. The 
2017-2018 school year should prove to 
be an exciting one for Mayer Lutheran 
High School. 

 This fall, our football team moves to a new district, which 
will bring games with schools of similar enrollments. Our boys 
and girls soccer teams will be joining the Twin City Athletic 
Conference. This is the first time our soccer teams will have an opportunity to play 
for a conference championship and individual player honors. Our girls swimming 
presence at Watertown-Mayer will increase with two additional swimmers. The halls 
will be alive with The Sound of Music, this fall’s musical production. And of course, 
our volleyball team will look to defend its state championship after graduating only 
two players.
 In the winter our Quiz Bowl Knowledge Bowl team will look to build on their 
best season ever. Robotics will once again be competing in competitions. The 
speech team will continue to challenge students in what is undoubtedly a lifelong 
skill. Both our boys and girls basketball programs return strong teams and should be 
competitive in both the conference and their sections, while our dance team looks to 
continue their growth.
 Once spring rolls around, our baseball team returns a strong core of players, track 
and field continues to set personal records and send individuals to state, golf numbers 
are strong, trapshooting consistently places first or second in its conference, and our 
softball team will look to repeat its success from last season’s postseason run.  
 There is certainly much to be excited about in every program here at Mayer 
Lutheran High School. We definitely want to make sure people know about the 
exciting happenings here at MLHS. This is where you, our families and greater 
community, enter the picture. We need your help. We are looking for people 
connected to each of our programs (could be a parent, a grandparent, 
student, or just a big fan) willing to be our social media representative. This 
person will work with our marketing committee to increase the presence of his or 
her activity in the school’s social media world—Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. The 
job is simple: post updates, results, interesting facts, and pictures throughout the 
season. Coaches and directors will be asking for volunteers at parent meetings. If you 
are interested in helping increase the visibility in social media for an activity you are 
connected to, please contact me and I will let our marketing committee know. Thank 
you in advance for those who are willing to help get our message out. Make Your 
Mark—Go Crusaders!

Fall Activities and 
Sports Contacts
Athletic/Activities Director: 
Kris Gustin 952-657-2251 x1217 
kris.gustin@mayerlutheran.org

FALL SPORTS
Football
Dean Aurich, 952-564-0491 (cell)
dean.aurich@mayerlutheran.org 

Volleyball
Joelle Grimsley, 952-693-5027 (cell)
joelle.grimsley@mayerlutheran.org

Girls Soccer
David Montgomery, 612-207-5824
dmontgomery@montwebb.net

Boys Soccer
Matt Polding, 952-212-4608 (cell) 
matt.polding@mayerlutheran.org

FALL ACTIVITIES
Concert Choir
Jim Strehlke, 952-657-2251 x1304

Band, Jazz, Pep or Lessons
James Dulas, 952-657-2251 x1205

Drama, Fall Musical
Alan Holasek, Director
holaseka@csp.edu; 320-296-2510
Sound of Music

Joyful Noise (Praise Team)
Jim Strehlke, 952-657-2251 x1304

Student Activities
Deb Kelzer, 952-657-2251 x1012
Kris Gustin, 952-657-2251 x1217

S.A.D.D.
Deb Kelzer, 952-657-2251 x1012
Joelle Grimsley, 952-657-2251 x1215

Yearbook
Kathy Martin, 952-657-2251 x1404
kathy.martin@mayerlutheran.org

Quiz Bowl/Knowledge Bowl
Gary Loontjer, 952-657-2251 x1104
gary.loontjer@mayerlutheran.org

STEM Club
Gary Loontjer, 952-657-2251 x1104
gary.loontjer@mayerlutheran.org

Student Council
Stefan Wismar, 952-657-2251 x1101
stefan.wismar@mayerlutheran.org

Drama Club
Wendy Bakken, 612-940-3572
wendy.bakken@mayerlutheran.org

The athletics and activities calendar is available on the Minnesota 
River Conference website. It is accessible from many places on the 
MLHS website, mayerlutheran.org:

• Main Menu, PARENTS:  “MNRiverConf Calendar” or “Calendar” 
   click red link to “Minnesota River Conference Calendar”

• Main Menu, STUDENTS: “Minnesota River Conference Schedules 
   and Website”

• HOME PAGE: click on the Crusader icon in the photo collage, 
   “Minnesota River Conference Schedules and Website”

Please check the Minnesota River Conference website for activity changes 
or cancellations.
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Crusader Footballvs

7 PM

Friday, September 29
4:30–6:30 PM

Tickets:
$10 advance sale
($12 at the door)

Sponsored by the
MLHS Booster Club

MLHS Homecoming 2016 

                  Pork Chop Dinner

2017–18 Knights School Year Activities 

Look for the the 2017-18 Knights School
Year activities mailing soon! Our 1st–8th 
grade programs can also be found online 
at mayerlutheran.org, click on Knights. 
REGISTER NOW—pay now or later (credit 
card or check) for your child’s spot in one or 
several of our Knights school year programs!   

Choose from Tackle Football (Register Now), Travel Basketball, Robotics, Junior Knights Volleyball and 
Junior Knights Basketball, High Voltage Volleyball Club, Baseball, Knights of the Arrow Archery Club, 
Opening Knights Drama Club, and Knights of Jazz Band. Come join us!!
Please call Barb Christopherson, Knights Coordinator, at 763-257-7447 for more information.

Thanks for supporting the Knights! 

Youth Activities Outreach of Mayer Lutheran High School

FOOTBALL  / BASKETBALL  / VOLLEYBALL  / BASEBALL  / ARCHERY / ROBOTICS / JAZZ BAND / THEATRE

Boys Tackle Football begins third week in August! 
Registration is under way for grades 5/6 & 7/8.
Go to mayerlutheran.org. Click on Knights!

Future Crusaders | Homecoming Tailgate Party  |  5:30–7 pm | Sept 29  | MLHS

FOOTBALL
TAILGATE

Join Crusader fans before every 
home football game and try 
tailgating the Crusader way! 

Bring a chair, a dish to share, and 
enjoy free grilled meats 

compliments of the 
MLHS BOOSTER CLUB 

beginning at 5 PM at the 
Crusader Corner picnic area. 

(near the ticket booth by the football field) 

Go Crusaders!!

V
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Welcome to Mayer Lutheran 
High School! I am looking 
forward to seeing all players at 
the volleyball team selection 
practices.
   Important dates are listed 
below. If you have any questions, 
please contact me at 952-693-
5027. 
 We are looking forward to 
another amazing Christ-centered 
year and volleyball season.

God’s Blessings, 
Coach Joelle Grimsley

CRUSADER TEAM TRY-OUTS / TEAM SELECTIONS
August 14: ALL PLAYERS 
 8 am–Noon  (Break at 10 am. Bring a healthy snack.)
 3–6 pm

August 15: Freshmen & Sophomores: 8–10 am  (Some may be asked to go to 2nd session)
 Juniors & Seniors: 11 am–1:30 pm

August 16: Freshmen & Sophomores: 8–10:30 am  (Some may be asked to go to 2nd session)
 Juniors & Seniors: 11 am–1:30 pm
 ALL PLAYERS: 3–6 pm

August 17: ALL PLAYERS: 9–11 am
 Team Selection Begins–11:30 am
 Team Meeting Follows Team Selections–12:30 pm
 
TEAM PRACTICES BEGIN
August 18:  VARSITY: 8–11 am
 B TEAM: 9:30-11:30 am
 FUN FRIDAY, Team bonding: 4–6 pm
 FAMILIES, FELLOWSHIP and FOOD gathering: 6 pm at MLHS
 All volleyball families are invited to this gathering to get to know
 one another, talk about details, AND eat pizza!

August 19: VARSITY (possible B Team) Scrimmage: 
 9 am at Chaska High School (doors open at 8:30 am)

August 20: VARSITY Photo Shoot: 11 am–4 pm (details to follow)

August 21: VARSITY Team: 8–11 am 
 B and C Teams: 9:30–11:30 am

August 22: VARSITY Team: 8–10 am 
 B and C Teams: 10–Noon

SCHOOL BEGINS 
August 23: VARSITY Team: 3–5/5:30 pm (weight room/stretching/meeting at end)
 B and C Teams: 4–6 pm

August 24: Mayer Lutheran vs New Prague (Away game)

2017 Crusader Volleyball! COMING UP SOON

PARENTS! STUDENTS!
MLHS 2017-18 Activities 
Meeting is August 9! 
On Wednesday, August 9, the MLHS 
Activities Department will hold a meeting 
in our Fine Arts Center at 7 pm. We will 
address all activities over the course of the 
2017-18 school year with information that 
is important to those who are participating 
in any activity. We encourage all parents 
and students to attend. 
 We will also use this opportunity 
to collect all documents necessary to 
participate in activities. All Fall Activities 
(Football, Volleyball, Boys Soccer, Girls 
Soccer, and Drama) will have a parent 
meeting following the main meeting. We 
will be available at 6:00 pm in the Fine 
Arts Lobby to collect all of the necessary 
paperwork needed in order to participate. 
This information has been mailed to 
each student. If you didn’t receive this 
information, please contact Kris Gustin at 
952-657-2251 x1217. 
FYI: All fall practices begin August 14th!

Booster Club Worker Signup
All MLHS families are asked to sign up to 
work at various MLHS events throughout 
the 2017-18 school year. This is a great 
opporunity to meet other Mayer Lutheran 
families and support our school! 
 Sign up early to get the fall shifts that 
work for you (two shifts per family). Use 
this link to see which opportunities are 
available and to sign up: https://www.
volunteersignup.org/MDBBR. Make 
sure to check the conference calendar to 
avoid conflicts with off-campus activites 
your child may be involved in. Shifts 
can be filled by more than one family 
member, e.g. husband, wife, and student 
would count for three slots. 
 Fall slots that are not taken will be filled 
on August 20.

Fall Musical Auditions!
Student auditions for the MLHS fall 
musical, “The Sound of Music”, will be 
held September 11 and 12. Watch for 
more information coming soon!



7

AUGUST 2017
M

A
Y

E
R

L
U

T
H

E
R

A
N

.O
R

GA MINISTRY OF MAYER LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL   |   MR. KIM ROSS, DIRECTOR

MLHS International Student Program
Mayer Lutheran has an International Student 
Program that brings students from around 
the world to our campus each year. Some 
of these students attend Mayer Lutheran for 
only one academic year, while others intend 
to earn a Mayer Lutheran diploma. As they 
grow in their understanding of American 
culture and develop their English skills, they 
also hear the proclamation of the Gospel over 
and over again. Many of these students have 
no knowledge of who Jesus Christ is. As they 
grow in their knowledge about Christ, we 
pray that saving faith will develop through the 
power of the Holy Spirit.
 For the 2017-2018 school year we will serve 
at least six international students: Korea (2), 
Spain (2), Liberia (1), and Vietnam (1). 
 The search for international students is a 
year-round process. The greatest challenge 
Mayer Lutheran faces is finding host families 
for these students. The International Student 
Program could grow, which is our desire, if 
more families would be willing to consider 
hosting an international student. Host families 
do not have to have students currently enrolled 
at Mayer Lutheran. All expenses related to 
school attendance (tuition and fees) are paid 
by the student 
 There are many benefits to hosting an 
international students. For more information 
about this program and the benefits of 
hosting, contact Kevin Wilaby, Principal 
at 952-657-2251 x1008 or kevin.wilaby@
mayerlutheran.org.

Mayer Lutheran High School’s
Genesis Virtual Academy: Year 6
 
Genesis Virtual Academy is now moving to 
to its 6th year. This last year we served 241 
students in 36 Lutheran and homeschools across 
the countryin a variety of ways: advanced 
coursework, remedial coursework, courses for 

individual students or for an entire class. We offer a full range of courses for 
grades 5-12. The most popular classes were Geometry, Graphic Design and 
Chemistry. We also had students in Chinese and Advanced Placement Micro-
Economics.
 Online learning provides an anywhere, anytime, individualized education 
experience for any student. 

For more information about Genesis Virtual Academy, visit our
website at www.genesisva.org or contact us at info@genesisva.org.

PREPARING THE NEXT GENERATION OF CHRISTIAN LEADERS

Expanded Course Offerings • Remedial Classes • Credit Recovery
Economical Solutions • Customized Services • Advanced Placement

Wash 
    Me!

The MLHS Mission Trip Team is 
offering a window washing 
service this summer and 
fall. We will send a team to 
your house or place of business to 
wash windows in exchange for a 
donation to our mission trip. 
 If you have questions, or would like 
to set up a window washing time, 
please contact Dave Lane at dave.
lane@mayerlutheran.org.

Our awesome 2016-17 Internatioanl Students!

Can’t make the event? 
Check the mayerlutheran.org 
website to see if your event can 
be watched LIVE! 
Click the LiveStream photo on 
the homepage.
Recordings are not currently available.
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Purchase a 
Yard on 

crusader FIeLd
rev. John e. MeLchert FIeLd

305 FIFTH STREET NE  |  MAYER MN  |  MAYERLUTHERAN.ORG  |  952-657-2251

$25/yard or 5 for $100
You own the yard for the season. 
If the first or third quarter of any 
regular season home game ends 
on your yard, you win $50!
• Need not be present to win
• Balls placed between yards will be rounded 

to the yard line closest to the end zone 
being driven

• A quarter that ends on a yard that is
unpurchased will result in a carryover of the 
money to the next first or third quarter

• Purchase tickets from the Activties Director, 
Kris Gustin—In person or email kris.gustin@
mayerlutheran.org or call 952-657-2251 
x1217

Yard 
saLe!

All Proceeds Benefit the 
Mayer Lutheran Booster Club

Only 99 yards available!
Get them while you can!

The Mayer Lutheran High School Booster 
Club exists to help our school prepare 
the next generation of Christian leaders 
by providing resources the school may 
otherwise not enjoy. While fundraising 
is a major goal of the Booster Club, our 
desire is to provide multiple opportunities 
for fellowship at Mayer Lutheran High 
School. Although an emphasis is placed 
on activities, the Boosters use their time, 
talents, and treasures to support all 
aspects of the school. To God all praise 
and glory!

One way the Booster Club fundraises 
is by selling advertisement space in our 
sports programs. If you own a business 
or want to advertise in our sports 
programs please contact Kris Gustin, 
Activities Director, at 612-720-8250 or 
kris.gustin@mayerlutheran.org to get 
more information.

Another upcoming Booster Club 
fundraising event is the Pork Chop 
Dinner held before the MLHS 
Homecoming football game. This year 
the dinner will take place on September 
29 at MLHS. Look for more info on this 
dinner in the near future.

Once again the Booster Club will be 
holding a Yard Sale. You can purchase 
a yard on the Rev. John E. Melchert 
football field. Each yard costs $25, or 
you can purchase five yards for $100. 
Once you purchase the yard, you own it 
for the season. If the first or third quarter 
of a regular season home game ends on 
your yard, you win $50. Yards can be 
purchased from Kris Gustin—in person, 
email kris.gustin@mayerlutheran.org, or 
phone 612-720-8250. You do not need 
to be present to win.

If you are interested in ordering Mayer 
Lutheran Spirit Wear, you can do so 
at anytime on our Sideline Store at 
mayerlutheran.org. If you order over 
$100 between now and August 26, 
use the coupon code BACK2SCHOOL 
to save 20%.

The MLHS Booster Club has stickers/
decals available for the following 
sports: volleyball, football, basketball, 

soccer, softball, and baseball. We also 
have a sticker featuring our Crusader 
mascot. These stickers work well on 
vehicles, computers, folders, etc. They 
are available at home events in the 
concession stand for $5 each or contact 
Kris Gustin to purchase. Show your 
Crusader spirit with one or more today!

The MLHS Booster Club is in the process 
of planning events and fulfilling wish list 
requests for this coming school year. We 

encourage anyone that has an interest 
in joining us to please do so—all are 
welcome! The Booster Club will meet 
throughout the school year on the 
first Wednesday of each month at 
7:00 pm in the Media Center. The 
next meeting will be September 6.
 
Thank you for everyone’s support of our 
efforts to give back to our staff, students 
and parents!

MLHS BOOSTER CLUB
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       2017-2018 Calendar 
 
 

9 Activities Department Parent/Athlete 
   Meeting 7:00 PM 
 
14 1st Day of Fall Practices 
14 Drop/Add 10:00-2:00 
15 Drop/Add 10:00-2:00 
21 Preterm (1:00-4:00) 
21 New Student Orientation 5:30–8:30 
23 1st Day of School 
25 School Picture Day 
 
 

AUGUST ‘17 
S M T W Th F S 
  1 2 3 4 5 
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30 31   

 

 SEPTEMBER ‘17 
S M T W Th F S 
     1 2 
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

 

4 No School (Labor Day) 
9 Crusader Golf Classic 
18 College Night 6:30 
     Financial Aid Night 7:30  
20 Q1 Midterms 
20 Parent/Teacher Conferences 4:00-8:00 
     (½ Day of School) 
24 Powderpuff / Ironman  4:00 
25 Coronation 7:00 PM 
29 Homecoming 
 

     
2 School Picture Retakes 
4 Q1 Academic Warnings 
6 Great Teacher Invasion (2-hour Late 
   Start) 
7 MN State Luth Elem Cross Country Meet 
11 All School Testing/Leadership 
Seminars      
    (Grade-level) & Senior Give-back Day 
18 End Quarter 1 (39 days) 
19,20 Teacher Conferences (No School) 
23 – Start Q2  
23 Dance begins 
31 Reformation Service 

OCTOBER ‘17 
S M T W Th F S 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30 31     
      

 

 NOVEMBER ‘17 
S M T W Th F S 
   1 2 3 4 
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29 30   

 

4 MLAA Volleyball Tourney 
13 GBB Begins 
13 9th BBB Begins 
15 Q2 Midterms 
17,18,19 Fall Musical  
20 BBB Begins  
22,23,24 Thanksgiving Break (No School) 
29 Q2 Academic Warnings 

    
1 Celebrate His Harvest 
3 Advent Begin 
11 Christmas Concert 7:00 PM  
15 End Quarter 2 (37 days) 
15 Christmas Service 
18,19,20  Final Exams 
20 End Semester 1 
21 - Jan 1 Christmas Break (No School) 
27 – Jan 5 Mission Trip (Tent.) 
 

DECEMBER ‘17 
S M T W Th F S 
     1 2 
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
31       

 

 JANUARY ‘18 
S M T W Th F S 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30 31    
       

 

Dec 27 – Jan 5 Mission Trip (Tent) 
1 New Year’s (No School) 
2,3,4,5 J-term 
8 Starts Q3 
10 Epiphany Service 
15 MLK Day (No School) 
17 One Act Performance 7:00 PM 
21-27 NLSW 

     
4 Coronation 7:00 
7 Q3 Midterms 
7 Parent/Teacher Conferences 4-8 
   (½ Day of School) 
14 Ash Wednesday Service 
10 Snowfest Dance 
16,17,18 MLAA Basketball Tournament 
19 Presidents Day (No School) 
21 Leadership Seminars (Grade-level) 
21 Q3 Academic Warnings 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY ‘18 
S M T W Th F S 
    1 2 3 
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28    

 

 MARCH ‘18 
S M T W Th F S 
    1 2 3 
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

 

9 End Quarter 3 (43 days) 
12 Start Q4 
12 Softball and Track Begin 
16,17,18 Spring Play 
19 Baseball and Golf Begin 
19 Winter Concert 7:00 
26-30 Spring & Easter Break 
 

     

1 Easter 
2 No School (Easter Monday) 
4 Easter Service 
18 Q4 Midterm 
18 Leadership Seminars (Grade-level) 
27 Grandparents Day 
 

APRIL ‘18 
S M T W Th F S 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30      

 

 MAY ‘18 
S M T W Th F S 
  1 2 3 4 5 
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30 31   

 

4 Elem Field Day/Prom (No School) 
16 Awards Assembly 6:00 
16 Spring Concert 7:00  
22 End Quarter 4 (45 days) 
23,24,25 Final Exams 
27 Graduation 2:00 
28 Memorial Day 
29,30 Post-term Meetings (9:00-2:00) 
 
 
 

 
 
 

    

Board of Directors Meetings: 
July 10, Aug 14, Sept 11, Oct 9, Nov 13 
Dec 11, Feb 12, Mar 12, Apr 9, May 14  
Jun 11 
 
Delegate Meetings: 
Sept 18, Nov 20, Feb 26, May 21 
 

JUNE ‘18 
S M T W Th F S 
     1 2 
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
14 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

 

 Key 
 No School 

 ½ Day of School 

 Parent-Teacher Conf. 

 1st day of Quarter 

 Last day of Quarter 

 Final Exams 
 

Koinonia: Each Thursday starting Aug 31 
 
Day Count 
Sem 1: 80 
J-term: 4 
Sem 2: 91 
Total: 175 
 
 

Posted 5/22/17 

Mayer Lutheran High School  2017-18 Academic Calendar   (updated 7-30-17)
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2017-18 MLHS STAFF DIRECTORY
Dial 952-657-2251, wait for the prompt, then dial 
the telephone extension for the desired room.

  EXT. 
ADMINISTRATION  
Gustin, Kris 1217 Activities Director
Kelzer, Debra 1012 School Counselor
Landskroener, Joel 1007 Executive Director
Lane, David 1209 Servant Leadership Director
Parrish, Susan 1050 Alumni Relations Director
Perrel, Dan 1011 Enrollment Director
Wilaby, Kevin 1008 Principal
Wismar, Stefan 1101 Director of Christian Faith

SUPPORT
Christopherson, Barb 1010 Mayer Knights Coordinator 
Harpel, Koreen 1014 School Nurse
Loehrs, Karen 1003 Business Manager
Loontjer, Gary 1104 Transportation Director
Johnson, Renae 1002 Communications Assist.
Jopp, Paulette 1001 Office Manager
Polding, Matt 1015 Grounds & Maintanence
Schurmann, Lori 1013 Head Cook
Attendance Line 1501
Activities Line 1502
 
FACULTY
Alvarez. Adela 1211 Spanish 
Aurich, Dean 1102 Science/Woodshop
Baker, Kristen 1103 English
Dulas, James 1205 Band
Gesch, Heidi 1201 Art/Social Studies
Grimsley, Joelle 1215 PE/Health
Gustin, Kris 1217 Activities Director
Hoback, Barbara 1203 Math/Science
Lane, David 1209 Math/Theology
Loontjer, Gary 1104 Science
Martin, Kathy 1404 Student Support
Masters, Tim 1107 Social Studies
McClintock, Matthew 1305 Technology
Polzin, Megan 1105 English
Strehlke, James 1304 Theology/Music
Thomas, Gerald 1650 Digital Photography
Wismar, Stefan 1101 Theology
 

NOTE: To email a particular staff member, use their first name, 
followed by a period, then last name followed by @mayerlutheran.org
(example: joel.landskroener@mayerlutheran.org). The Staff Directory 
is also accessible by going to mayerlutheran.org, click on Get to Know 
MLHS, Staff Directory, for a full list of contact information.

August is in full swing and we 
are gearing up for another school 
year. It seems like just yesterday 
I was writing a message to you 
about having a wonderful summer 
vacation. I hope your summer has 
been filled with many blessings and 
you’ve had the chance to spend time 
with family and friends, relaxing and 
enjoying your time together. 
 As we wind down our summer days getting ready for 
the new school year, please note the dates and times 
that I will be adjusting student’s schedules: August 14 
and August 15, 10 am–2 pm. Encourage your child to 
get their requests to me during those times, keeping in 
mind that schedule adjustments are for specific academic 
reasons only.
 Once school is off and running and schedules have 
been made complete, I will be meeting with the seniors 
during the months of September and October, making 
sure they are on the right track for graduation and 
making the necessary college plans. Hopefully you and 
your senior have had the chance to do some college visits 
over the summer, preparing them for that next step.  
I am keeping track of the four-year plans for all of the 
underclassmen along with their academic progress 
throughout the year. I look forward to working with 
parents in making the best experience possible for your 
child at Mayer Lutheran.
 If you have any questions regarding any drop/add 
courses, please feel free to give me a call or email. My 
office hours will begin on Monday, August 14. May you 
feel God’s peace these last few days of summer!

By Debra Kelzer, Guidance Counselor  
debra.kelzer@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1012

Counselor’s Corner

Welcome
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T H E  L A S T  W O R D

Go and Tell! 
Who do you know that could benefit from a Mayer Lutheran education? 

Students engage in what seems to be 
an endless number of assessments 
during high school. There are chapter 

tests, reading quizzes, and final exams 
which check to see what a student has 
learned and to determine if analytical 
and communication skills are developing. 
On top of these assessments, there are 
standardized tests that are administered 
to students. Standardized tests provide an 
independent assessment of how Mayer 
Lutheran students are doing in comparison 
to students in Minnesota and the nation. 
 For Mayer Lutheran, standardized tests 
provide data that assists us in focusing our 
instruction on the needs of our students. 
For the majority of our students, the 
culminating standardized test is the ACT 
exam. This exam is not only a measure for 
Mayer Lutheran to use in order to gauge 
the effectiveness of instruction, but the 
scores students receive on it are used by 
universities and colleges in the admissions 
process. Not only do good scores on the 
ACT help a student gain acceptance to 
a post-secondary program, but they also 
are linked to the amount of academic 
scholarships the student will be eligible to 
receive. 
How is Mayer Lutheran doing 
based on ACT data?
• Over 90% of Mayer Lutheran seniors 
will have taken the ACT test. In fact, 
the average percentage of students that 
have taken the ACT over the past 5 years 
is 94%. This is a very high participation 
rate and therefore gives Mayer Lutheran 
a meaningful snapshot of how well 
our graduates have been prepared for 
academic life after high school. Our high 
participation percentage also means 
that our class composite scores are 
representative of the overall learning 
that has occurred as a result of Mayer 
Lutheran’s academic program.
• A perfect score on the ACT test is a 36. 
Mayer Lutheran’s class of 2017 had an 
ACT composite average of 25.3 and the 
top 30% of this class had a composite 
average of 30.3. This was the highest 
class composite in the past 11 years. ACT 
has not released data for the class 2017, 

so the Minnesota and national average 
composites scores are not available yet. 
Comparing to the data for the class of 
2016, we discover that Mayer Lutheran’s 
class of 2016 had a composite of 25.0, 
the state of Minnesota had a composite 
of 21.1, and the composite for the United 
States was 20.8. Our student average 
is well above the state and national 
averages.
• From 2007-2012 Mayer Lutheran 
had an ACT composite average of 22.9. 
From 2013-2017 that composite average 
has increased to 24.3, a net gain of 1.4 
points. In the world of ACT scores this 
is a significant increase. (In order to help 
this make sense, consider that the state 
of Minnesota, using the five-year average 
ACT composite data from 2007-2011, was 
22.7 and from 2012-2016 was 22.5. This 
is a net loss of 0.2 points.)  
 Mayer Lutheran is academically 
trending in the right direction. Why is 
this happening? First, our students are 
motivated, disciplined, and accountable. 
We see this not just in the classroom, 
but also on the stage, courts, and fields. 
They are developing and using the gifts 
and talents that God has given to them. 
Secondly, Mayer Lutheran is blessed to 
have a dedicated and exceptional faculty 
that pushes our students to grow in 
knowledge, discernment, and creativity so 
that they will possess the skills necessary 
for college, work, and life. Teachers expect 
their students to put in the effort required 
to complete assignments and projects 
and prepare for tests with thought-filled 
diligence. Teachers also provide students 
with high expectations in terms of the 
academic products they produce. The 
combination of hardworking students and 
dedicated teachers is making a difference! 
Mayer Lutheran will continue to embrace 
the challenge to improve in every aspect of 
our ministry. 
 While our academic progress is 
important and we strive to continue to 
excel in this area, our desire for Mayer 
Lutheran students to be nurtured in 
their faith-walk with Christ is even more 
important. You can’t spend a day on our 

campus without 
hearing the good 
news of Jesus Christ 
being proclaimed. 
Our students grow in faith because the 
head and the heart are connected in our 
ministry. Students are challenged to live 
their lives in such a way that Jesus shines 
through and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit we see that this is happening. This 
is not to say that our students are perfect, 
that our teachers are perfect, or that the 
ministry of Mayer Lutheran is perfect. 
However, God’s grace abounds at Mayer 
Lutheran as our community together 
confesses sin and seeks forgiveness from 
our merciful God. The result is that our 
students become mature Christians who 
will stand up for Jesus and will chose to 
serve Him by serving others. Our students 
are on a journey to become Christian 
leaders.
 Wow! What a blessing the ministry of 
Mayer Lutheran is to so many and we 
have the potential to be a blessing to 
more students. We would love for more 
students to join the Mayer Lutheran family 
and reap the benefits of a phenomenal 
education grounded in the proclamation 
of Jesus Christ as Savior for all people. Go 
and tell about the academic success of our 
students, the opportunities to participate 
in activities, and foundation of Jesus Christ 
upon which this all happens.
 Who do you know that needs to hear 
about Mayer Lutheran? Go and tell or give 
us a call and tell us who we can reach out 
to with the story of Mayer Lutheran High 
School.

Kevin Wilaby, Principal  |  kevin.wilaby@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1008

  



305 FIFTH STREET NE | MAYER MN 55360

MAYERLUTHERAN.ORG  |  TWITTER.COM/MAYERLUTHERAN  |  FACEBOOK.COM/MAYERLUTHERAN  |  INSTAGRAM.COM/MAYERLUTHERANMN

Mayer Lutheran High School admits students of any race, color, national or ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the school. 
It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national or ethnic origin in the administration of its policies, financial aid program or other school-administered programs.

CRUSADER CLASSIC
2017 CHARITY GOLF TOURNAMENT

TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT

Saturday, 
September 9, 2017

Island View Golf Course, Waconia

Attention Golfers!
A few openings are still available 
for the 20th Annual Crusader Classic 
Charity Golf Tournament!

Ask anyone who has played in this FUN-draising 
event and you’ll learn that golfers of all levels 
can enjoy a wonderful afternoon at a great golf 
course while supporting technology at Mayer 
Lutheran! A four person “scramble” format plus 
plenty of contests and random drawings gets 
everyone in the hunt for a great list of prizes and 
giveaways.   
  The 20th annual tournament will be held 
September 9 at Island View Golf Club in Waconia, 
1:00 PM shotgun start. A light lunch and steak 
dinner are included with your entry, as well as free 
range balls. We still have a few openings for your 
team or you may sign up as an individual.
 Sponsorships are also available for the 
tournament. Your business can be featured in 
our programs, on the tournament giveaways, out 
on the course with a hole sponsorship, at a table 
at the banquet, and in the awards ceremony.  
Participants always make it a point to patronize 
our sponsors!   
 This popular event is filling up fast, so please 
contact Renae Johnson at 952-657-2251 x1002 or 
golf committee chairman Craig Anderson at 763-
315-0746 to reserve your spot!


