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Dear Friends of Mayer Lutheran High School,

Autumn greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!
Welcome to my favorite time of year! The air’s a bit crisper. The leaves are 
beginning to change color. My grass is finally growing at a rate that I can keep 
up with it. And, school is back in session and going strong!
 This year, especially, provides a very special and exciting time in the history of Mayer Lutheran 
High School. Within the next month or so, construction will fully begin on the final stage of our 
“Phase Two” school upgrade—a new front and entrance for the school that faces Highway 25, 
a large commons area for students and guests to enjoy, new offices that provide greater security 
and efficiency for staff and students, and a three-court field house. On August 26, more than 
250 guests witnessed the groundbreaking for our project followed by a community picnic. 
While it was raining in practically every corner of our great State that day, we were left high and 
dry so that our event went off without a hitch. Yes, we could have been soaked, but the Lord 
saw to it that there would be no direct reminder of our baptism that day on our campus. Our 
groundbreaking event will be remembered for a long time by all who attended it and watched 
it live on Facebook.
 Staying dry was a blessing for us. To the Children of Israel, it was truly lifesaving. Escaping from 
slavery in Egypt, they had arrived at the Red Sea. As they looked back they saw the Egyptian 
cavalry advancing in the distance. They were trapped. They grew despondent. They grumbled 

against their leader, Moses, accusing him of leading them out of 
Egypt to die a horrible death at the hands of their captors. But, God 
had a plan to save His people. We read in Exodus 14: And Moses 
said to the people, “Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the 
LORD, which he will work for you today. For the Egyptians whom you 
see today, you shall never see again. The LORD will fight for you, and 
you have only to be silent.” (vv. 13-14) God did deliver the Children 
of Israel. He allowed them to walk across the sea on dry ground. 
Despite their continued show of ingratitude, He brought them 
into the Promised Land following forty years of wandering in the 
wilderness. He allowed their ancestors to one day “see the salvation 
of the Lord,” in the form of His Son crucified on the cross and risen 

from the dead on the first Easter. The Lord did, and does, fight for us—each and every day!
 Our building project is not only a concrete and steel structure. It is a reminder that preparing 
Christian leaders to take on the mantle of leadership left by the great leaders like Moses, the 
prophets, the apostles, and pastors, teachers, missionaries, parents, neighbors, and all the saints is 
vital. What will happen in our new addition will not only make our school safer, more comfortable, 
and functional, it will enable the next generation of Christian leaders to be challenged in their 
Christian faith, learn, and grow. Phase Two will be a testament to our belief that God has 
done everything worthwhile for us and that, even as will struggle to pay for the biggest single 
building project in the City of Mayer, Minnesota, He will fight for us in the unending spiritual 
warfare that will go on in our building each and every day. In the 
end, God wins. And so do we!
 May the joy and hope that abounds in being God’s people be 
yours in great abundance this school year and beyond. When the 
storms of life buffet you, may you stand firm. And, may you always 
have clear vision to see the salvation of the Lord!

Standing Firm Only by the Power of the Lord,

By Joel Landskroener, MLHS Executive Director |  joel.landskroener@mayerlutheran.org

To submit information for publication in 
The Crusader, please contact Renae Johnson 
at renae.johnson@mayerlutheran.org or 
952-657-2251. Materials due by the 14th of 
each month prior to publication. 

We Win!  Thank God!

I invite all of our friends 
to join the 270 who have 
already provided more 
than $2 million for our 
$5 million project. Go to 
www.mayerlutheran.com/
community/give-now and 
join our movement!

Freshman Retreat  6

HOMECOMING 2017!!  3

Groundbreaking Photos  7
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A D M I S S I O N S  D E P A R T M E N T  N E W S
By Dan Perrel, Director of Enrollment  |  dan.perrel@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1011, 952-452-2351 (c)

THE WORDS OF MY MOUTH

iGen: Why Today’s Super-Connected Kids are 
Growing Up Less Rebellious, More Tolerant, Less 
Happy—and Completely Unprepared for Adulthood.

MLHSOPEN 
HOUSE

The fourteenth verse of Psalm 19 says, “Let the words of my 
mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your 
sight, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer.” 
 If you, like me, needed a simple, but serious prayer that 
would be good to awake each morning to pray, this would be a 
good one. 
 With only a little reflection, I’m reminded of another passage 
in God’s word that points out the reality that the tongue 
(i.e. the words of my mouth), though a very small member 
of our body, is capable of great destruction. This would be a 
perfect time to insert a little emoji that has the slanted mouth 
expression of “Whoa! Watch out for this verse!” Here it is. 
The apostle James said, “And the tongue is a fire, a world 
of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our members, 
staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire course of life, 
and set on fire by hell.” Ouch!
 You know what though, even psychologists aren’t surprised 
by that declaration. Through study after study on human 
emotional focus, they’ve repeatedly found that “Across the 
board, we seem wired to focus on the negative” (Heath, Chip 
and Dan, 2010, Switch, pg. 46). It’s like we wake up every 
morning and the words of our mouth and meditations of our 
heart are totally negative, trending toward nasty, and nearly 
unstoppably nay-saying. But, God takes, as He so often does, 
the very thing that is capable of tremendous evil and he uses 
it (maybe I should say “permits it to be used”) for amazing, 
off-the-charts, good. That same little fire starter is the member 
that “proclaims the excellencies of him who called you out 
of darkness into his marvelous light” (James 2:9). Wow, the 
excellencies of God—salvation, mercy, grace, justice, patience, 
kindness, to name but a very few in the long list. 
 When our little fiery member is doing what glorifies God, it 
is sharing such good news that everyone, everywhere, needs 
to hear it. That Good News includes not only the fabulous 
things he has done (past-tense), but all the things he is 
doing (present-tense). It includes the awesome story of our 
redemption unfolding through history and culminating in God’s 

own Son becoming flesh and giving himself 
as a substitute for what we deserved—
punishment for our outrageous rebellion. 
It also includes the good news of what 
he is doing this moment too—showering 
his infinite grace over all our cares and worries, hearing and 
answering our requests for our children (like my own daughter 
who was told she’d never have children, but after six years of 
prayer…she is with child by His mercy and kindness), and saving 
the lost from sin every moment of every day, 365 days per year. 
He is unstoppable in doing good! 
 So, when you wake in the morning, and your feet hit the 
floor, may you find yourself quickly on your knees beside your 
bed praying Psalm 19:14. And when you rise up, may your 
every encounter throughout the day be seen by you as another 
opportunity to share the bright spots of good that God is 
doing in your life, in your home, at your work, and… with your 
children at Mayer Lutheran High School. 
 You see, the most power method for sharing good news is 
the words of your mouth. When you share a positive message 
about MLHS, you do more than any billboard, any TV spot, any 
radio jingle, or any newspaper ad. And as a Christ-follower, 
your life is filled with the power of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 
2:13). That power is mighty to accomplish God’s purposes. 
When we open our mouths in the power of the Spirit, great 
things happen. 
 God’s work in Mayer Lutheran High School is a message 
worth sharing. May the words of your mouth, for the Glory 
of God, spread the positive news that encourages neighbors, 
friends, relatives, and strangers to join in the good that God is 
doing at this school. 
 For specific ways that you can help tell others about MLHS, 
contact me by email or phone. Your voice is vital. 

Dan Perrel, Director of Enrollment
dan.perrel@mayerlutheran.org, 952-452-2351

OCTOBER 10 
6:30 pm Tour & Treats

7:00 pm Presentation

MLHS Fine Arts Lobby

Parents and students! Join us for an OPEN HOUSE and 
presentation on iGen kids (those born between 1995 and 
2012). This generation is noted for their amazing level of 
virtual connectedness. Cool, right? Or not? iGen kids are on 
average, maturing at a staggering two years younger than 
their actual age. What’s with that? We’ll take an in-depth look 
at what your children are facing and how MLHS is committed 
to preparing the next generation of mature Christian leaders.
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Sunday, September 24 will kick off what is sure to be a great week at Mayer Lutheran High School. 
That day the annual Powderpuff football game will be held beginning at 4 pm, followed by the Ironman 

volleyball competition. In between you can join us in the school cafeteria for a sloppy joe dinner, 
put on by the newly formed Crusader Council.  Meals are only $5!

Homecoming coronation will be held on Monday, September 25 at 7 pm in the Fine Arts Center, 
celebrating “Under the Autumn Moon.”  The week will include many events and activities, which will 

wrap up with the Booster Club Pork Chop Dinner on Friday, 4:30–6:30 pm, and our Homecoming football 
game at 7 pm versus Kenyon-Wanamingo. Come out and celebrate with your Mayer Lutheran family! 

2017 Homecoming Court: (L to R) Freshman Sam Olson, Senior Katie Clark, Freshman Victoria Chavez, Senior Josh Marlatt, Senior Lauren Wandersee, 
Senior Mya Chmielewski, Senior Haley Rohwer, Junior Anna Dressel, Senior Garrett Tjernagel, Senior Nevin Waldron, Senior Branden Carlson, Junior John Nygaard, 

Sophomore Anna Baumann, Senior Nicole Klaustermeier, Senior Kenson Boelke, and Sophomore Austin Maetzold

SEPTEMBER 24–29
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A C T I V I T I E S  D E P A R T M E N T  N E W S

Outstanding...

By Kris Gustin, Activities Director  |  kris.gustin@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1217

The Minnesota River Conference 
Activities Directors recognized Mayer 
Lutheran’s baseball coach Dave Lane 
as its Outstanding Coach for 2016-

17. Dave came to Mayer Lutheran High School in 1980 after 
having spent five years in Moorehead, Iowa. For all 36 years 
of his time at MLHS, Dave has headed the baseball program. 
Additionally, he spent 19 years coaching basketball, including six years as the head 
basketball coach. During his tenure as baseball coach, the MLHS program has won ten 
conference championships and made four state tournament appearances as Coach 
Lane piled up over 420 career wins.
 Dave’s impact on the program extends far beyond wins and losses. His passion 

for the game motivates him to meticulously maintain 
the school’s field. His willingness to serve in any capacity, 
whether it be mowing the grass, chalking lines or dragging 
the field, models the type of service we desire out of our 
student athletes as they move into adulthood. Dave’s 
mentorship of his players has left a lasting mark on these 
young men. In recognition of his work on and off the field, 
Dave was inducted into the Minnesota State High School 
Baseball Coaches Hall of Fame in October 2016.
 Congratulations, Dave, on a fantastic career both 
on the field and off. Thanks for you dedication to Mayer 
Lutheran, its students, its families, and through it all, your 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To God all praise and glory!

The athletics and activities calendar is available on the Minnesota 
River Conference website. It is accessible from many places on the 
MLHS website, mayerlutheran.org:

• Main Menu, PARENTS:  “MNRiverConf Calendar” or “Calendar” 
   click red link to “Minnesota River Conference Calendar”

• Main Menu, STUDENTS: “Minnesota River Conference Schedules 
   and Website”

• HOME PAGE: click on the Crusader icon in the photo collage, 
   “Minnesota River Conference Schedules and Website”

Please check the Minnesota River Conference website for activity changes 
or cancellations.

Coach Dave Lane

Booster Club News
Coupon Cards: We sold over 370 
cards and made nearly $5000 for the 
Boosters. Thanks to all those who par-
ticipated and purchased cards! We still 
have cards remaining. You can purchase 
these at the concession stand at home 
events or by contacting Kris Gustin. 

Stickers: Don’t forget to pick up a 
sticker/car decal to show your Crusader 
spirit! We have decals for football, 
volleyball, basketball, soccer, baseball, 
softball and the Crusader Mascot. They 
are available at the concession stand at 
home events or from Kris Gustin for $5.
 
Workers Needed: Please sign up for 
shifts in the concession stand or ticket 
booth for 2017-18 events: volunteer-
signup.org/MDBBR. Two shifts per 
MLHS family! Most shifts are full for the 
fall season, so thank you!

Pork Chop Dinner: Your student was 
given four Pork Chop Dinner tickets on 
Friday, September 1 to sell. Please return 
all unsold tickets and money by Tuesday, 
September 26. If you need additional 
tickets, please do not hesitate to contact 
Kris Gustin. 
If you are willing to help work at this 
event, please sign up using the fol-
lowing link: www.volunteersignup.
org/7AEFP. Thanks in advance for your 
help in making this event a success. 
 
Next Booster Club Meeting: 
While we typically meet the first 
Wednesday of every month, September 
6 is a date with multiple conflicts, so 
we will be meeting on September 13 at 
7:00 pm in the Media Center.

Thank you for all of your 
support of Mayer Lutheran 
and the Booster Club!
 
GO CRUSADERS!

mayer lutheran high school
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Crusader Footballvs

7 PM

Friday, September 29
4:30–6:30 PM

Tickets:
$10 advance sale
($12 at the door)

Sponsored by the
MLHS Booster Club

MLHS Homecoming 2017 

                  Pork Chop Dinner

ARE YOU READY FOR SOME BASKETBALL? 
Be sure to REGISTER TODAY for Junior Knights 
Basketball, grades 1 & 2, taking place on Saturday 
mornings December–early February. Have fun 
playing basketball with your friends and learning 
skills from MLHS Coaches Gustin, Perrel, and 
Buchanan! The Junior Knights team will scrimmage 
at half-time during several JV and Varsity basketball 
games! ($60 fee)  
 Players in grades 3 & 4, sign up for Knights League 
Basketball taking place late October–January Games 
will be played in the Waconia League and take place 
locally on Saturday mornings. ($85 fee) 
 REGISTER TODAY at mayerlutheran.org. Pay 
online now or by check when your season starts. 
Questions? Call Knights Coordinator Barb 
Christopherson at 763-257-7447.

Thanks for supporting the Knights! 

Youth Activities Outreach of Mayer Lutheran High School

FOOTBALL
TAILGATE

Join Crusader fans before every 
home football game and try 
tailgating the Crusader way! 

Bring a chair, a dish to share, and 
enjoy free grilled meats 

compliments of the 
MLHS BOOSTER CLUB 

beginning at 5 PM at the 
Crusader Corner picnic area. 

(near the ticket booth by the football field) 

Go Crusaders!!

V

Future Crusaders!
Homecoming 
Tailgate Party  

September 29  |  5:30–7 pm
Mayer Lutheran High School

Can’t make an event? 
Check the mayerlutheran.org 
website to see if your event 
can be watched LIVE! 
Click the LiveStream photo on 
the homepage.

Recordings are not currently available.
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New Date! New Location!
Celebrate His Harvest is Mayer 
Lutheran’s largest fundraising event 
dedicated to raising tuition assistance 
for families desiring a Christian 
Education. This year, our event 
will be brought back on the MLHS 
campus. We’ve even changed the 
date to reduce the number of activity 
scheduling conflicts—December 1st!
 You can both volunteer and 
attend! There’s a great need for 
volunteers this year. Please go to 
www.volunteersignup.org/CEPQK 
to sign up and volunteer to help 
make this event a great success. We 
encourage every family to sign up for 
as many volunteer spots as you are 
able! We’ve Prepared to Build and 
now we’re Prepared to Stand!
 Watch the Celebrate His Harvest 
page on our school’s website for 
further event information.
 

Thrivent Members... 
If you are a Thrivent member, please 
check in with Renae Johnson at 952-
657-2251 x1002 or Renae.johnson@
mayerlutheran.org. There is a lot of 
support available for MLHS through 
Thrivent. 

Driver’s Education Offered
Fall Drivers Ed will be held October 
23–November 3 at MLHS with DS 
Driving School West from 3-6:00 PM.  

Sign up at www.dsdrivingschoolwest.
com or call 952-942-9999.

This is the first year that Mayer Lutheran High School 
has held a freshman retreat at Camp Omega. A total of 
34 freshmen attended with only a few not able to make 
it. The goal for the retreat was to give the freshmen 
time to bond and get to know each other before diving 
into their first year of high school together. We wanted 
them to learn how important communication is to 
successful relationships. This idea was stressed in all of 
the team building exercises in which they participated.
   MLHS faculty members Mr. Wilaby, Pastor Wismar, 
Mr. Perrell, Mrs. Baker, and Mrs. Martin led the event. 
We also had four senior leaders who helped encourage 
the students in all the activities and lead in our devotion 
times: Garrett Tjernagel, Josh Marlatt, Amber Olsen and 
Katie Clark. The leaders also volunteered their musical 
talents during devotions and lead the freshmen in 
singing some favorite MLHS songs.
   The highlight of the weekend would probably be the 
ropes course, which challenged the students in various 

ways. There was Jacob’s ladder which required teamwork and could not be completed 
otherwise. The high log also required two students to communicate and trust each 
other, along with some good balance as they had to pass by each other on the log to 
get to the other side. The 70 ft swing was a fun activity, which took a group of kids 
working together to pull their classmate to the top; then 
it was up to the person in the swing to pull the cord and 
go flying! There was the marsh walk and zip line that 
also tested the students’ fear of falling and balance.
 The best part was watching and listening to the 
students encourage and cheer on their classmates. 
Friendships were developing and growing right in front 
of our eyes. In the down time, many of the students 
could be found in the “Gaga Pit,” playing a fun game of 
modified dodge ball.
 It was a great weekend of getting to know each other 
for both the faculty and students alike!

MLHS 
Freshman 
Retreat

CELEBRATE 
        HIS 
HARVEST
MLHS Auction
and  Dinner

MLHS Auction and  Dinner

D E C E M B E R  1 ,  2 0 1 7

T E N T H  A N N U A L

T E N T H  A N N U A L
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Wash 
    Me!

The MLHS Mission Trip Team is offering 
a window washing service this summer 
and fall. We will send a team to your 
house or place of business to wash 
windows in exchange for a donation to 
our mission trip. 
 If you have questions, or would liketo 
set up a window washing time, please 
contact Dave Lane at dave.lane@
mayerlutheran.org.

Mom’s in Prayer
Join us to pray for the next generation. 
Attention moms, grandmas, and aunts—any woman desiring to 
pray for the ministry of Mayer Lutheran High School. We meet 
every Thursday from 8:30-9:30 am in Mr. Landskroener’s office 
to pray for our students, faculty, and staff. If you are unable to 
join us on campus, please consider praying at home! 
New this year we will use a prayer texting app! 
On your iPhone or Android phone, open your web browser and 
go to the following link: rmd.at/mlhswepray. No smart phone? 
Text @mlhswepray to 81010. Don’t have a mobile phone? Go to 
rmd.at/mlhswepray on a desktop computer to sign up for email 
notifications. If you have questions, or wish to pray at home, 
contact Susan Parrish at susan.parrish@mayerlutheran.org or 
612-749-4578.
 
Students! Text a Prayer
Students, now you can text your prayer requests! On your 
iPhone or Android phone, open your web browser and go to 
the following link: rmd.at/mlhswepray. No smart phone? Text @
mlhswepray to 81010. These requests will be kept confidential 
and you can be certain we WILL be praying for you. If you have 
questions, contact Susan Parrish at susan.parrish@mayerluther-
an.org or 612-749-4578.

Prepared to Build Groundbreaking Event—August 26, 2017



8

The Crusader
M

A
Y

E
R

L
U

T
H

E
R

A
N

.O
R

G

In one study by the Barna group, only 4% of American 
Christians could be said to have a Christian worldview. In the 
Social Studies department, we hope that our graduates will 
be among that 4%. The lies and hate that are tossed around 
from our news agencies and “leaders” require a stronger, more 
tactically equipped Christian. Each year we are blessed with a 
new set of students and a world that feels increasingly chaotic. 
 Newsworthy events in the U.S. and around the world seem 
to occur on a daily basis. In some respects, the events are 
nothing new—but their scale and frequency seem greater than 
in our youth. In history classes at Mayer Lutheran, we work to help the students 
understand what it means to have a Christian worldview and give them the skills to 
analyze the deluge of “news” and commentary that floods every media outlet they 
watch or listen to. Whether discussing Kim Jong Un or Hurricane Irma or violent 
civil unrest in the U.S. we hope that students will learn to analyze the news they are 
receiving (starting with the very healthy question—“Is this really true?”). 
 More than just analysis, however, we want students to be able to discern the 
motives and worldviews of those providing the narratives we listen to. This isn’t 
always easy, but in a world where more and more people are being “blown here 
and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning craftiness of people in their 
deceitful scheming” (Eph 4:14), we continue to encourage and exhort our students 
to grow in their faith. Part of that growing (or maturing) is equipping. Not just for 
that great scholarship, but more importantly, so the body of Christ may be built up.

Community Adult Study Course!

Martin Luther and 
the Reformation
Wednesdays | 7:00–8:30 PM | MLHS
September 27
October 4 
October 11 
(October 18—NO CLASS) 

Course Description:
In honor of the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation, Pastor Wismar will 
teach a class on Martin Luther and the Reformation. The course will focus on 
both the life of Martin Luther and the theology of the Reformation in general. 

If you would like to participate please sign-up by contacting Renae Johnson in 
the administration office: renae.johnson@mayerlutheran.org; 952-657-2251 
x1002. Class will meet in RM 101 unless otherwise noted.

There is no cost for the course except for purchase of the textbook: 
Kittelson, James M.; Hans H. Wiersma. Luther the Reformer: The Story of the 
Man and His Career, 2ndEd. ISBN-13: 978-1451488883

Please purchase and have it with you for class starting on September 27! 
(Amazon has it for cheap!)

October 25 
November 1 
November 8
November 15

S O C I A L  S T U D I E S  D E P A R T M E N T  N E W S
By Tim Masters  |  tim.masters@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x11072017-18 MLHS 

Wind Ensemble 
PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE

Friday, September 15 
MLHS Football Game

Tuesday, September 26
MLHS Volleyball game

Friday, September 29
Football Game

Tuesday, October 3
Volleyball Game

Monday, December 11
Christmas Concert 7:00 PM

Thursday, January 11
Girls Basketball Game

Thursday, January 18
Boys Basketball Game

Thursday, February 8
Girls Basketball Game

Monday, February 12
Solo/Ensemble Contest
Annandale High School

Friday, February 23
Boys Basketball Game

Wednesday, March 14
Large Group Contest School Day
Rockford High School

Monday, March 19
Winter Concert 7:00 PM

March 23–27
Band Tour

Wednesday, May 16
Spring Concert 7:00 PM

Sunday, May 27
Graduation 2:00 PM

Promote MLHS with a Yard Sign!
Spread the word about Mayer 
Lutheran High School with a 
NEW “make your mark” yard 
sign! Pick up your sign in the 
school office today! 
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MAYER LUTHERAN

 

 

 

 

MLHS Alumni! 
We want to hear from you and know what God is doing in 
your life. Each of you has an amazing story to share so follow 
the link mlhs.wufoo.com/forms/alumni-profile/, take a few 
minutes to fill out the form, send us a picture and we’ll get the 
word out! Questions? Email susan.parrish@mayerlutheran.org.

MLHS Summer Block Party
On July 8, the MLHS Summer Block Party was held on our campus 
with approximately 400 guests in attendance. It was a full day 
of activities starting with a pancake breakfast, followed by a 5K 
Fun Run, and a 3-on-3 basketball tournament. We wrapped the 
morning up with an alumni baseball game and by midafternoon 
we had an alumni volleyball game underway.  Children of all 
ages enjoyed the carnival and blow up activities during the 
entire day.  Many of our guests set up lawn chairs and blankets 
under the beautiful evening sky at our outdoor concert presented 
by the “JazzHounds” and alumni gathered at Heldt’s Bar for further 
fellowship into the night. It was an amazing event and we look forward to 
gathering again next year. Look for a “Save the Date” information coming soon!

Alumni Corner
By Susan Parrish, Alumni Director  |  susan.parrish@mayerlutheran.org  |  612-749-4578

September 24, 2017
1:00–10:00 PM

Russ and Judy Schlueter residence: Cty Rd 34 and Hwy 25, 
Norwood Young America

What to bring: Your own beverages, food item(s) to grill/buns
More information at MLHS Alumni Facebook page

Email pattydietel@yahoo.com or call Patty at 612-205-9791

1977 40th CLASS REUNION
SAVE THE DATE!

WE CELEBRATE
Ryan (’10) and Katie Lane were united 
in marriage on July 29, 2017.  We 
celebrate as you begin this new journey 
as husband and wife!
 

IN OUR PRAYERS
The family of Derek Dreier (‘07), who 
was called home June 24, 2017. May 
God give Derek’s family and friends the 
peace that passes all understanding.

The family of Larry Gauger (‘68), who 
went home to be with the Lord on July 
5, 2017. May God give you His peace 
today and the days ahead.

Fred Nelson, former MLHS teacher 
and coach, passed away July 12. We 
thank God for the years of service to 
MLHS and other schools as Fred shared 
the love of Jesus with so many.

College Graduates:
Be sure to visit the MLHS Alumni Facebook page to 
see our 2017 college graduates. They have 
worked hard over these last four years and 
have amazing plans for the future. Congratulations
and God’s richest blessings to each of you!

Hoop It Up for Al 3-on-3 Basketball Tournament

MLHS Alumni Baseball

MLHS Alumni Volleyball

5K Fun Run!
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It’s hard to believe that 
the season of Fall is here! 
Hopefully your student 
is off to a great start 
for this school year and 
looking forward to many 
blessings that will come 
his or her way!
 Many of the college 
representatives 

and military personnel are making 
arrangements to come to our school and 
meet with students. Please encourage 
your child to meet with these reps, (mainly 
juniors and seniors) especially if they have 
a strong interest in any particular school or 
branch of military. It’s always worthwhile 
finding out more information to help them 
in their decision-making process.
 My meetings with seniors about future 
plans for college are well under way. I am 
encouraging them to look for scholarship 
information as we talk about next steps in 
their planning. Transcripts and ACT scores 
are being sent to colleges so please don’t 
hesitate to ask for these to be sent to the 
colleges of your choice. 
 If your student would like to take a 
PSEO course the 2nd semester of this 
school year, the process begins in October. 
Each student will need to work with 
me regarding the application process, 
registering, and ordering books. Students 
that work independently, are responsible 
with assignments and homework, and 
carry a 3.0 or higher GPA are geared 
for these types of courses. Contact me 
with any questions that you might have 
regarding PSEO qualifications.
 On September 18, MLHS will host both 
a College Night (6:30 pm) and Financial 
Aid Night (7:30 pm) for juniors/seniors and 
their parents. I will be hosting the College 
portion and a college representative (TBD) 
will host the Financial Aid portion all in one 
evening. If you are unable to attend, please 
let me know and I will get information to 
you. Please note that you can begin the 
process of filling out the FAFSA now!  
 MLHS will host a College Fair in our 
gymnasium on October 12 from 9–11am. 
All of our junior and senior students will 
attend. Parents are welcome to join us as 
well. Students have the opportunity to visit 

with representatives for a lengthy amount 
of time. Approximately 80 colleges will be 
represented, giving our students a wide 
variety of information.  
 Continue to look for scholarship 
opportunities on Moodle, in The Blast, at 
mayerlutheran.org, and in Email Extra as I 
post them weekly.  
 My hope is that this school year has 
been a great experience for your child thus 
far. If your student is in need of anything, 
whether it is stress from academics, social 
or family related issues, please don’t 
hesitate to let me know. My door is always 
open, no matter the circumstance.

IMPORTANT DATES:
• Wednesday, October 11
Juniors take the PSAT. Freshmen and 
Sophomores take ASPIRE. (ASPIRE replaces 
EXPLORE and PLAN, through ACT. ASPIRE 
assesses the student readiness in English, Math, 
Reading, Science and Writing. Seniors will 
conduct a service day.
• Thursday, October 12, 9:00-11:00 am 
MEF College Fair held at MLHS for juniors, 
seniors, and parents. 
• Saturday, October 28  The ACT is offered 
at MLHS. For future ACT dates at local high 
schools, register at actstudent.org. Look for all 
registration deadlines.
• Friday, January 12, ASVAB Test  Optional 
military test for juniors. Register with me.

By Debra Kelzer, Guidance Counselor  |  debra.kelzer@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1012

Counselor’s Corner

 

OCTOBER 12, 2017 
MEF COLLEGE FAIR 
Minnesota Education Fair (MEF) 
MEF’s are college fairs held in mid-fall and spring 
throughout Minnesota at high schools and other venues. 
They are a result of the collaborative work of MACAC, 
public and private postsecondary schools, and high 
schools. College representatives from postsecondary 
schools throughout the Midwest and other states attend 
to share information about their educational programs 
with students and parents. 

 
 

 

MEF College Fair 
@ Mayer Lutheran 

High School 

 

Visit many  
Mid-west colleges 
in one local place 

 

Bring your juniors 
and seniors 

 

Over 90 different 
colleges 

represented 

 

Parents  
welcome  

too! 

 
MAYER LUTHERAN 

HIGH SCHOOL 
305 5th Street NE 
Mayer, MN 55360 

www.mayerlutheran.org 

952-657-2251 

October 12, 2017 
9 – 11 am 
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T H E  L A S T  W O R D

Understanding Mayer Lutheran’s Mission
Do you know Mayer Lutheran’s mission statement? During the high 
school’s last accreditation cycle, the visiting team found that our 
mission statement is very well known in our community. In case 
you are in the group of people who might be drawing a blank, 
our mission is: Preparing the Next Generation of Christian 
Leaders. If asked what this mission statement means, would you 
have an answer? We want you to understand our mission.
 It is tempting to focus in on the word ‘leaders’ when trying to 
understand the mission. Focusing here could lead you to believe 
our mission is about creating successful adults as defined by the 
world—business owners, CEO’s, Chief Financial Officers, and so 
on. Though some alumni have ascended to what some might 
consider to be elite levels in their careers, Mayer Lutheran’s 
mission is not to focus on creating leaders defined by a worldly 
perspective on power and position. Our belief is that everyone 
is called to be a Christian leader. What does it mean to be 
Preparing the Next Generation of Christian Leaders?
 Mayer Lutheran focuses on the word ‘Christian’ in our mission 
statement. There is nothing more important than assisting each 
student, by the power of the Holy Spirit working through the 
Word and encouragement provided by faculty, staff, parents, and 
peers, to grow in their personal faith in Jesus Christ as their Lord 
and Savior. The first and most important part of accomplishing 
the mission is a personal, faith-filled, saving relationship with 
Jesus Christ. For students who do not have this relationship 
when they begin at Mayer Lutheran, they regularly hear the 
proclamation of the Gospel, have the Word of God explained 
to them, and are surrounded by prayers spoken by followers of 
Jesus. We know and trust that the Holy Spirit is at work in the 
hearts of all of our students, strengthening and building saving 
faith in Jesus. 
 As Christians, we are called to be leaders because of the 
understanding that we have been commissioned to make 
disciples of all nations. Each student, faculty member, and staff 
is called to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with those who 
haven’t heard it or not taken it to heart. Our community is called 
to encourage one another, pray for each other, and to always 
be mindful that our lives are a testimony to the faith in Jesus 
that exists. We do this in response to the saving work of Christ, 
in gratitude for the forgiveness of sins and the righteousness of 
Christ that we receive, knowing that Jesus has already prepared 
our place in heaven. No one who believes in Jesus as Savior 
is exempt from this calling to lead others to Him through the 
example that we set in word and deed. It is this understanding 
and call to action that we pray our students will faithfully 
understand and live out.
 Christians are meant to be in community together. We gather 
as members of congregations, with fellow believers, to learn 
of God through the preaching of the Word, being restored by 
confession and absolution, and strengthened for the leading of 
faithful lives. Mayer Lutheran strives to build this understanding 
in our students so that when they leave our hallways and their 
homes, they will make developing their faith a priority, attend 
worship consistently, and participate in the sacraments.
 Mayer Lutheran students and all Christians have been given 

gifts and talents that are to be used to 
accomplish the Great Commission. Just 
as Christ humbled himself by becoming a 
man and then suffered and died to redeem 
us all, we too, as Christian leaders, humble 
ourselves in service to God and others, so 
that the Holy Spirit can work through us to 
work saving faith in others.
 Yes, Mayer Lutheran is striving to prepare the next generation 
of Christian leaders. We do this in humility, responding to the 
love of God, by serving Him. By the grace of God, we send out 
alumni who: 
• believe in Jesus as their Savior 
• desire to share the Good News about Jesus with others
• remain active in the Christian community in order to find 
support as they carry out the great commission, grow in faith, 
and continue learning about God and His perfect love
• lead lives of integrity and joyfully serve one another so that 
their very lives point others to Jesus. 
As believers in Christ, I pray that we are all Christian leaders.

Kevin Wilaby, Principal  |  kevin.wilaby@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1008

Preparing the 
next generation of 
Christian leaders

A CHRISTIAN LEADER
is one who has been saved 

through the person and work of 
Jesus Christ and therefore...

UNDERSTANDS
that their God-given mission is to share 
the Good News of Jesus Christ in word 
and deed wherever God places them.

RECEIVES
spiritual nourishment 

(forgiveness, comfort, hope) 
from the inexhaustible fountain of 
God’s grace through the study of 

God’s Word, prayer, worship, 
and participation in the body of Christ.

LIVES
a life of integrity, utilizing their God-given

abilities to serve God and others.

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—
and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—

not by works, so that no one can boast. 
For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do 

good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
E P H E S I A N S  2 : 8 – 1 0

MAYERLUTHERAN.ORG   |   952-657-2251   |   MAYERLHS@TWITTER.COM |   FACEBOOK.COM/MAYERLHS



305 FIFTH STREET NE | MAYER MN 55360

Mayer Lutheran High School admits students of any race, color, national or ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the school. 
It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national or ethnic origin in the administration of its policies, financial aid program or other school-administered programs.

Mayer Lutheran High School presents:

November 17 & 18   7 PM
November 19   2:30 PM

Music by Richard Rogers  •  Lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein III  •  Book by Howard Lindsay & Russel Crouse
THE SOUND OF MUSIC is presented by arrangement with TAMS-WITMARK MUSIC LIBRARY, INC. 560  |  Lexington Avenue, New York, New York 10022 
Suggested by “The Trapp Family Singers” by Maria Augusta Trapp

MAYER LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL  |  305 FIFTH STREET NE  |  MAYER  MN  |  MAYERLUTHERAN.ORG  |  952-657-2251

PREPARED TO STAND
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God 

that brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, 
then to the Gentile. For in the gospel the righteousness of God is 

revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as 
it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.”  ROMANS 1:16-17


