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Dear Friends of Mayer Lutheran High School,

Thanksgiving greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!
 For fifty-seven years, our mission of preparing the next generation of Christian 
leaders has been an exciting, enthusiastic, and exhausting quest. While our 
movement has seen great success by the grace of God all these years, it does not 
come cheap. Our annual budget is just shy of $2.7 million. Tuition and fees only cover about two 
thirds of that cost. Our faithful, generous congregations who own this ministry provide an amazing 
ten-percent of our budget. The rest must be raised.
 Beginning in the 2018-19 school year, our tuition will top the $10,000 barrier. Even though it is 
the second-lowest tuition in the region, it still stings a family budget. We know that and appreciate 
our parents’ sacrifice to send their children to Mayer Lutheran.
 To lessen the burden on families, we offer financial aid, a growing need that more than half of 
our students receive. In 2007-08, tuition was $7,000 with $90,000 in financial aid provided. In our 
current school year, tuition is $9,920 and we shared $330,000 in financial aid. While tuition has 
increased 29% over the past eleven years, our financial aid has soared by 73%! In other words, our 
assistance in real dollars to families has grown two-and-one-half times the increase of tuition.  
 Where does all that aid come from? The Lutheran High School in Mayer Foundation provides 
significant support. The rest must be raised. Our Crusader Club-Annual Fund goal this year is 
$150,000, with every penny going towards tuition assistance. While this may seem like a big goal, 
we have been blessed by many generous champions for our kids through the years. I invite you to 
be a champion by providing an annual gift this year.
 Our supporters are able to donate in a wide variety of ways. Certainly, a little bit from many people 
does extraordinary things. For example, if each graduate gave an annual gift of $100 to our kids, 
it would yield $330,000 each and every year—enough to fully fund our financial aid.  For the 
price of a cup of coffee on a weekly basis, a future Christian leader can be trained. Estate gifts 
provide significant support into the future. The strength of the Foundation rests on the planned 
gifts.  When you place Mayer Lutheran in your estate plan in any way, you are automatically a 
member of the Heritage Society. Let us know if you have done so as we will add you to this 
prestigious list! Annual fundraising events are a fun way to provide for our students’ tuition 
needs. If you are a graduate, answer your phone in late November when our students call for the 
Alumni Phone-a-thon. Golf in our annual Crusader Classic Charity Golf Tournament the first 
Saturday after Labor Day. If you are not a golfer, plan to attend our Celebrate His Harvest gala 
on December 1 on our campus. If you cannot make either, provide a gift or a prize to be auctioned. 
Cabins, condos, vacation spots, sports tickets—all of these are much sought after and raise a lot of 
money for our students.
 Our finances are probably not exciting to many of us. Yet, it is essential that all of us make it a 
priority if we plan to prepare the next 3,300 alumni to lead for Jesus in a world that has lost its 
way. After all, when we provide resources for our kids and their school, we simply reflect the work 
of God in our lives. John said it nicely: See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we 
should be called children of God! And that is what we are! (1 John 3:1a). God does not hold back 
in His love for us. But, what would you expect from our generous, loving Lord who did not spare 
his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 
(Romans 8:32).
 May God continue to lavish His love upon you as you walk with Him and each other in your 
earthly journey. Take time this Thanksgiving to thank the Lord for the love He has lavished upon 
Mayer Lutheran High School in the past and will provide, through you, into the future. You will 
forever cherish the opportunity to pray, praise, and give thanks!

Thankfully Serving You and the Next Generation of Christian Leaders,

By Joel Landskroener, MLHS Executive Director |  joel.landskroener@mayerlutheran.org

To submit information for publication in 
The Crusader, please contact Renae Johnson 
at renae.johnson@mayerlutheran.org or 
952-657-2251. Materials due by the 14th of 
each month prior to publication. 

MLHS Economics 101

King Josh Marlatt, Queen Katie Clark

 MLHS Boosters: Cookin’ up the chops!

MLHS Theatre: “The Sound of Music” 
November 17–19, 2017
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BY KATELYN COOPER, MLHS SENIOR

The Mayer Lutheran High School 
theatre program is proud to 
present, The Sound of Music. 
With the tremendous success of 
last year’s performance of Annie, 
our wonderful cast and crew are 
making a musical 

comeback under the direction of Alan Holasek. This production is 
sure to be spectacular!
 The Sound of Music is a classic, popular musical featuring the 
famous songs “Edelweiss”, “Do-Re-Mi,” “My Favorite Things,” 
and the title song, “The Sound of Music.” Originally produced on 
Broadway in 1959 by Rogers and Hammerstein, this musical is 
based on the story of the Von Trapp family as told in the memoir 
of Maria von Trapp. Set in 1938, on the eve of the Nazi Anschluss, 
this story follows Maria, an outspoken young candidate nun 
who has taken a job as a governess to a family of seven children 
while she decides whether to pursue a life completely devoted 
to Godly service. This young woman with a heart full of song 
and tenderness grows to love the children she cares for as well 
as their widowed father, Captain von Trapp. With the Nazi threat growing, this family must 
escape the grasp of the Third Reich and find refuge. This heart-warming musical is filled with laughter and singing as 
it explores the serious themes of love, perseverance, and self-discovery. It contains something for every member of the family and is a 
wonderful story to experience. 
 Performances of The Sound of Music will be held on November 17 and 18 at 7:00 pm, and 2:30 pm on November 19. Please 
come and see this family-friendly, classic musical. Be a part of a night filled with music and fun, and get wrapped up in the story of 
The Sound of Music.

Mayer Lutheran High School presents:

November 17 & 18   7 PM
November 19   2:30 PM

Music by Richard Rogers  •  Lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein III  •  Book by Howard Lindsay & Russel Crouse
THE SOUND OF MUSIC is presented by arrangement with TAMS-WITMARK MUSIC LIBRARY, INC. 560  |  Lexington Avenue, New York, New York 10022 
Suggested by “The Trapp Family Singers” by Maria Augusta Trapp

MAYER LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL  |  305 FIFTH STREET NE  |  MAYER  MN  |  MAYERLUTHERAN.ORG  |  952-657-2251
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Homecoming week 2017 kicked off on Sunday, September 24, 
as MLHS seniors took home decisive victories in the PowderPuff 
and Ironman games. Our new Crusader Council also served a 
meal between games. Many people were in attendance as we 
began our celebration “Under the Autumn Moon.” 
Monday’s coronation was emceed by Student Body President 
Joshua Marlatt and Student Body Vice-President Alex Telford. 
The evening was capped off by crowning Katie Clark queen and 

Joshua Marlatt king. 
   The week was filled with many minute-to-win-it 
games after chapel, with the senior class also walking 
away as the winner of Homecoming Spirit Week. The 
week wrapped up on Friday with an outdoor pepfest, 
the Booster Club Pork Chop Dinner, the Admissions 
Department tailgate party for 7-8 graders, and, of course, 
a football victory over Kenyon-Wanamingo, moving the 
football team to 5-0 and setting up Coach Aurich to get 
his 200 career victory a week later.  What a great week 

of celebration, giving God all 
praise and glory for His many 
blessings at Mayer Lutheran 
High School.

USA Day

Pajama

 Day

Crusader Day

Twin Day

Coronation

BeachDay
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A C T I V I T I E S  D E P A R T M E N T  N E W S

Why We Coach

By Kris Gustin, Activities Director  |  kris.gustin@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1217

Several years ago, the Minnesota State 
High School League began an initiative 
called “Why We Play.” This initiative 
was designed to bring attention to the 
importance of education based athletics.  

The book InSide Out Coaching by former NFL player Joe 
Ehrmann was, and still is, a key component to “Why We Play.” 
As part of this initiative, the difference between transactional 
coaching and transformational coaching was revealed. 
 Transactional coaching is based on performance. It is all about results and focuses 
solely on what will improve an athlete’s ability: skills, competency, techniques. The 
ultimate focus of a transactional coach is winning, and ultimately him or herself. 
Transactional coaching is all about achieving goals.
 In contrast, transformational coaching is based on morals. It is all about 
developing the whole person. A transformational coach not only develops the skills 
and techniques needed to be a better athlete, he or she also focuses on building 
essential moral character: respect, sportsmanship, humility, integrity, kindness, loyalty. 
Transformational coaching is all about achieving a purpose.
 As part of the MSHSL continuing education requirements, coaches must renew their 
status every three years. This took place this summer, and will be required again in 
2020. As part of this process, coaches review the performance and moral character 
traits, ultimately writing a transformational purpose statement. This statement reveals 
why a coach coaches. It is about coaching with a purpose. My transformational 
purpose statement is: “I lead so that those in my programs learn essential life lessons, 
build lasting relationships, and make a positive change in the lives of others and their 
community for the sake of the Gospel.” Each of our coaches, regardless of level, 
paid or volunteer, has completed a statement. Feel free to ask your coach what his 
or her transformational purpose statement is. Each of our coaches is coaching with a 
purpose in mind, one that ultimately benefits our school’s most precious commodity, 
the next generation of Christian leaders.

Booster Club News
Pork Chop Dinner
A special thank you to all of you who 
helped in any way with the Homecoming 
Pork Chop Dinner! Whether it was 
covering a shift, bringing pies, or attending 
the dinner, thank you for helping make 
this event possible. 
 Please also take the time to thank Kelli 
Froman who organized and coordinated 
the dinner and Justin Bonk, who oversaw 
the grilling of the pork chops. Without 
them, the event would not have been 
possible. It was a fabulous afternoon/
evening of food and fellowship.

Crusader Activities Stickers, 
Coupon Cards and Tumblers: 
The Boosters are selling sport specific vinyl 
stickers for $5 each: football, volleyball, 
basketball, baseball, and softball, as 
well as the Crusader mascot. Put these 
spirited stickers on the windows of your 
vehicle, folders, or your laptop for a few 
examples. All items can be purchased at 
the concession stand at all home events. 
 A few Coupon cards are still available at 
the concession stand for $20. 
 NEW ITEM! Mayer Lutheran Crusader 
Tumblers are now available during the 
winter months but on a very limited basis 
for $20 each. Pick one up before they 
are gone! All of these items can also be 
purchased by contacting Kris Gustin (kris.
gustin@mayerlutheran.org).
 
Basketball game halftime half 
court shots! Halftime half-court shots 
will be back again this year at select 
basketball games. Come and shoot a 
half-court shot for $1. You make the shot 
and you win a prize. Half-court shots take 
place during Varsity game halftime on 
December 5 and 14, January 22, February 
1, 20 and 22.
 
Join Us in the Booster Club!
Come one, come all, to our next Booster 
Club meeting on November 1 at 7:00 pm 
in the Media Center. See you there!

Thanks for all of your 
support of Mayer Lutheran 
and the Booster Club. 

GO CRUSADERS!

The Knights Basketball program is 
blessed this year to be able to field 13 
teams! Some teams have already begun 
bouncing and shooting, and others will 
start this month. New this year is a 3rd 

and 4th grade travel team that will compete in the Waconia local league (so travel 
is very local). This brings the Junior Knights basketball program to just 1st and 2nd 
graders, which is a great combination to have on Saturday mornings! Look for these 
Junior Knights to scrimmage at several Crusader Varsity Basketball games this fall.
 In other Knights news, Opening Knights Drama Club will begin their drama journey 
by taking part in the MLHS production of “The Sound of Music!” Watch for these 
young people behind the scenes and helping in the production in every way this 
November! Junior Knights Volleyball just finished up another successful season of 
volleyball at our MLHS gym. If your son is interested in Knights baseball, we have 
extended the deadline for them to register for 12U, 13U, and 14U spring baseball. 
Please register NOW! Knights of the Arrow Archery Club will begin another season 
at Cabin Fever on February 12th. Join Coach Jeff Byrne and learn how to accurately 
shoot an arrow, or improve your current skills—all levels are welcome! The Knights 
Tackle Football program just finished up another successful season! These boys were 
recognized on October 18 at halftime during the MLHS football game for all their 
hard work and a great season. 
Thank you for supporting the Knights programs so that the Knights can 
support Mayer Lutheran High School!

Youth Activities Outreach of Mayer Lutheran High School



5

NOVEMBER 2017
M

A
Y

E
R

L
U

T
H

E
R

A
N

.O
R

G

A D M I S S I O N S  D E P A R T M E N T  N E W S
By Dan Perrel, Director of Enrollment  |  dan.perrel@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1011, 952-452-2351 (c)

Make Your Mark—When Parents Model the Message

This Fall has been, in my humble opinion, 
an especially beautiful season in our 
little portion of Minnesota. You don’t 
have to look far to see maple trees in 
full Fall glory—bright reds, yellows, and 
orange. Of the seasons in Minnesota (not 
including mosquito season), fall is most 
glorious. It hardly ever fails that when 
I ask a fellow Minnesotan what their 
favorite time of year is, they say “Fall!”
 With this season comes a list of great 
outdoor activities made so because the 
cool temperatures compliment the fun: 
bonfires, camping, football games, and 
one of my favorites, the Mayer Lutheran 
Homecoming Tailgate Party for 7th and 
8th graders.
 This year, the 9th anniversary of 
the event, was a particularly terrific 
gathering. No, it wasn’t due to the 
weather, although that was absolutely 
perfect. It wasn’t because of the really 
good turn-out, although 70 student 
participants were really fun. It wasn’t 
because of the giant blow-up bouncy-
house obstacle course or the great food. 
So, what was it? 
 This year’s Homecoming Tailgate 

Party was made absolutely spectacular 
because PARENTS of our current students 
stepped in and modeled the message of 
Make Your Mark through Christ-like 
leadership: they were servants who gave 
of themselves for the good of others! It 
was awesome. 
 Two parents really stood out. Neither 
would probably appreciate me bringing 
attention to them personally, so I’ll use 
their initials only: D.T. and T. J. When you 
have 70 hungry middle school students 
giving you the stare of a hungry wild 
beast, you better come through with 
some good grub. Enter D.T. Hot dog 
after hot dog was grilled to perfection 
until nearly 140 dogs had crossed the hot 
coals. And, when he was done cooking 
and the food supplies were well stocked, 
he went out of his way to personally 
invite and encourage kids to grab a bite 
to eat. His disarming, easy-going manner 
gave student after student the obvious 
feeling of welcome. What a servant! 
 The Tailgate Party wraps up right 
as the Homecoming football game is 
about to begin. In the blink of an eye, 
all 70 kids were on their way to the 
MLHS football stadium. What’s left 
behind? The list is long, but it includes 
a couple bushels of empty pop cans, 
forgotten shoes and jackets, misplaced 
phones, over-flowing trash cans, and the 
entire assortment of games and tables 
needed to put the whole party together. 
Normally, I start the process of pick-up 
around 7 pm and finish the last piece 
of clean-up around 8:15pm. This year’s 
clean-up started the same as it has for 
the previous five years for me: walk the 
area perimeter gathering arm-loads of 
forgotten clothing, and then a trash pick-

up circuit that makes 
me wonder where all 
that stuff came from. 
It’s usually dark by 
the time I get fully into clean-up mode. 
This year was no different. There was 
one important contrast with previous 
years though. This year, as I was busying 
myself with some left-over paper plates, 
I noticed a shadowy figure moving 
about in the darkness. As I approached 
to get a closer look, half expecting that 
it was one of the kids returned to claim 
a jacket, I discovered an MLHS parent 
demonstrating a servant’s heart. T.J. had 
busied herself wrapping up the several 
hundred feet of yellow caution tape 
we’d used to keep our 70 kids corralled. 
Upon finishing the tape collection, she 
immediately began disassembling the 
numerous yard games we’d used. From 
there she just kept picking things up and 
putting them away. Her assistance saved 
me a lot of time. And, she did it because 
she has a servant’s heart; because she 
is a Mayer Lutheran High School parent 
that models our message—Make Your 
Mark by modeling christian leadership. 
What a servant! 
 Academics at Mayer Lutheran High 
School are exceptionally strong. Sports 
are great. Theatre arts are flourishing. 
But, if there is another reason for joining 
the MLHS family that really should grab 
your attention, it would be the Christ-
following commitment of the parents. 
They are current generation of Christian 
leaders! 
 Schedule a visit. Call me today at 952-
452-2351.

  

Give to the Max Day on November 16!
What if you could help Mayer Lutheran receive $1,000 just by giving $10 or more? On November 16, 
2016, you’ll have that chance. Just make an online donation on GiveMN.org, and your donation 
will be entered into an hourly drawing for a $1,000 GiveMN Golden Ticket which could go to MLHS!
Two donations made that day will be randomly selected to receive a $10,000 Golden Ticket!
 Please help us increase our odds and make the most of your gift by making a donation on 
November 16 (or anytime between November 1–16) on GiveMN.org. Search for Mayer Lutheran 
High School, then make your donation. Thank you for your participation!
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For decades a discussion concerning 
the benefits of music on an 
individual’s academic success has 

persisted. There are two camps that 
have argued whether learning to play 
an instrument has positive effects on 
an individual’s overall academic and 
personal success. Those who oppose the 
idea that musical training is beneficial 
view participation in music as something 
frivolous. They see it as merely a creative 
outlet and a waste of time which could be 
better spent learning core subjects. These 
views seem to have become increasingly 
widespread as, across the country, music 
education programs are being cut from 
school budgets. Music knowledge does 
not show up on standardized tests, and 
for many students it cannot be directly 
applied to their future careers. Yet, the 
idea that music is beneficial is reasonable. 
Essential skills (focus, memory, discipline, 
pattern recognition) are enhanced by 
music education. In addition to the 
development of these essential skills, the 
benefits of music education extend into 
other areas of personal growth, making it 
a vital part of one’s k-12 experience. 
 “Music has a power of forming the 
character, and should therefore be 

introduced into the education of the 
young.” This quote is attributed to, 
renowned philosopher and thinker, 
Aristotle. Music education can increase 
confidence, teach social skills and 
collaboration, and provide a means for 
creative expression, all of which help 
define a person’s character. 
 Music education teaches students to 
be confident and not perfect. Of course 
to play or sing well and perform a piece 
properly and beautifully is always a main 
goal, but music education also has a focus 

on the development of 
a student’s confidence, 
through the process 
of making mistakes 
and learning from 
them. Through the 
average piece of 
music, a student can 
learn to play and 
sing confidently. 
Music education also 
provides abundant 
opportunities to solo, 
or play in groups, 
which exponentially 
increase one’s 
confidence. The most successful music 
educators encourage students to 
attempt challenging pieces of music 
or complicated phrases, and not be 
caught up in being perfect with every 
attempt, as the skills to master a difficult 
piece will come with practice over time. 
Music education teaches the value 
and importance of making mistakes 
and learning from them in a safe and 
comfortable environment. A by-product 
of this process is an increase in a student’s 
confidence. 
 Band and choir are both very social 
by nature. Both are dependent on 
each individual doing their part and, 
more importantly, doing their part 
in coordination with every other 
member of the musical group. This 
forced collaboration helps students 
to understand the value of working 
together and teaches the skills necessary 
for working well with others, something 
that is a vital part of life and work. The 
atmosphere of a band or choir classroom 
is often positive and lighthearted, with 
plenty of joking and friendly conversation 
as well as hard work and dedication. It 
is this positive atmosphere that nurtures 
friendly interactions and helps even the 
shyest student develop their social skills. 
 The making of music provides a creative 
outlet for students to express themselves 
that is not found in the teaching of core 
subjects. A certain level of creativity is an 
essential in all career fields and is a vital 
part of everyday life. While creativity itself 
cannot be taught, skills and forms of 
expression can be. Students are provided 

opportunities to be creative as music 
education offers one such space. In both 
band and choir, students experiment with 
their instruments and voices, testing out 
the limits of both and often creating short 
songs or melodies in the process. This 
experimentation is a form of creativity that 
is nurtured by music education and helps 
students learn to be comfortable with 
creativity and confident in their own ideas. 
 Music education can undoubtedly 
benefit those who receive it. It can be 
helpful for shaping a person’s character 
and skills, and brings great joy to those 
playing an instrument or singing to their 
audience. This all sounds positive in 
theory, but there is a demand for evidence 
concerning the benefits of music education 
in the lives of real students. At Mayer 
Lutheran, there is evidence to support the 
idea that music education is beneficial to 
a student’s academic success. Seventy-five 
percent of the top ten students of each of 
last year’s classes received some musical 
training, be it choral or instrumental. Even 
greater percentages show up in last year’s 
junior and senior classes, with ninety 
percent of the top students having received 
music education. This correlation between 
success and music education could be 
a mere coincidence, an outcome of the 
education these students received from 
elementary schools, or perhaps it truly is a 
testament to the benefit music education 
can have on students’ academic success.

Music & Success   By Katelyn Cooper, MLHS Senior
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Carver County Veterans 
Memorial and Registry Event
Thursday, November 2, 2017 
Waconia Event Center, 8155 Paradise Lane, Waconia

5:00 Social/Silent auction 
Music by “The 6 Outlaws” 
Johnny Cash tribute by Mitch Hall
6:00 Prime Rib/Salmon Dinner
7:00 Speaker General Johanna Clyborne
Entertainment by Barbara Fairchild, national recording 
artist from Branson, MO. Barbara combines story-
telling along with her extraordinary talent for singing 
country and gospel music.

Friday, November 3, 2017
Mayer Lutheran High School 

National recording artist, Barbara Fairchild, will 
perform a second show at Mayer Lutheran on Friday, 
November 3, at 6:30 pm in the Fine Arts Auditorium. 
Doors open at 5:30 pm.

Tickets: Thursday show, $50, Friday show, $20. Both shows: 
$60. Tickets can be purchased in the MLHS school office. 

All proceeds benefit the Carver County Veterans Memorial and 
Registry. Sponsored by Thrivent Community Lake Town Associates.

2017-18 MLHS International Students (L to R): Jorge Cabero Gonzalez, Chieu Vu, Gifty Kollie, 
Maria Velesco Lopez, Jiuk Jeong, Keon Woo Kim (Kevin), Joonyeoup Kim

Meet Our MLHS 2017-18 International Students!

Jorge (Spain)  
Best part of being at Mayer Lutheran: The teachers 
Favorite class: World History
Biggest challenge: Adapting to a different culture. We are on an earlier daily 
schedule than Spain. School, lunch, and practices are all earlier in the day. In 
Spain lunch is about 3:00 pm. “I am is adjusting, but it took a while.”
Host Family: Jeff and Sherri Manning
Activities: On the soccer team, likes to workout, video games.

Kevin (Seoul, South Korea)
Favorite classes: Math, Physical Education
Biggest challenge: English
Host Family: Dean and Casie Paulsrud

Chieu (Vietnam)
Best part of being at Mayer Lutheran: Shorter school day than in Vietnam.
Favorite class: Calculus
Biggest Challenge: Getting to know new people. But he really likes it here!
Host Family: Matthew and Amanda Winkleman
Activitiy: Listening to music

Jiuk (Je Ju City, South Korea)
Best part of being at Mayer Lutheran: Shorter school day than in South Korea. 
Favorite classes: Learning Lab, Science
Biggest Challenge: Getting an “A” in English
Host Family: David and Heidi Olsen
Activities: Movies, snowmobiling

Gifty (Harbel, Liberia)
Best part of being at Mayer Lutheran: The teachers are like family.
Favorite class: Religion
Biggest challenge: Being away from family
Host Family: Mary and Dennis McManus
Activities: Shopping, singing, kickball, fall musical.

Maria (Madrid, Spain)
Best part of being at Mayer Lutheran: Teachers and students make her feel 
very comfortable.
Favorite class: Ceramics
Biggest challenge: Being away from family
Host Family: William and Jolene Devine
Activities: Hanging out with friends, reading, listening to music, fall musical.

Joonyeoup (Seoul, South Korea)
Best part of being at Mayer Lutheran: Lunch and Big Cookies!
Favorite class: Learning Lab
Biggest challenge: Speaking English
Host Family: Kevin and Stephanie Wilaby
Activities: Movies, napping, chill’in out, homework

MLHS BOOSTER FAMILY EVENTS!
Winter Open Gyms
The MLHS Boosters will be hosting “Open Gym” on 
Sundays, December 10, January 14, February 11, and 
March 11, 1:30-3:30 pm. Cost is $5 per person or $20 
per family. Open gym is for all ages. Students will need a 
waiver signed by a parent to participate.

Free Community Movie
Join us for a FREE movie on the big screen in the MLHS 
Fine Arts Center on Sunday afternoon, February 25, 2:00-
4:00 pm. Concessions will be available for purchase. More 
information to come as the event gets closer.

On Wednesday, November 8, Mayer 
Lutheran High School will host its annual 
Veterans’ Day celebration at 10:15 AM in 
the Fine Arts Center. The entire community 
is invited to attend the hour-long event 
which will include music by the choirs of 
Mayer Lutheran High School. A luncheon 
for the veterans and their families will 
follow the ceremonies.

Veterans Day
MLHS Hosts Veterans
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MLHS Alumni! 
We want to hear from you and learn what God is doing in your life. Each of you has an amazing story 
to share so follow the link mlhs.wufoo.com/forms/alumni-profile/, take a few minutes to fill out the 
form, send us a picture and we’ll get the word out! Questions? Email susan.parrish@mayerlutheran.org.

MLHS Class of 1972 Reunion
On Sept. 9, the Class of 1972 gathered at Island View Golf Club (Waconia) 
for their 45th Class Reunion. Many stories shared, lots of laughing, 
friendships renewed, and new memories made. Those in attendance: Ron 
Arndt, Keith Bode, Paulette Born Erhard, Lynn Fritz-Slauson, LuAnn Hilk 
Samson, Dale Hoese, Linda Hoese Reznick, Keith Ketcher, Gwen Kohn 
Schaumburg, Christine Leikam Bergmann, Jim Leiske, Alan Marxhausen, 
Marlene Ortlip, Tam Paschka, Rosemary Peske Wood, Richard Schaefer, 
Terry Scholz, Roger Templin, Loren Wegner, Carolyn Westphal, and Ruthann 
Wiechmann McGowan. For those unable to make it, you were missed! We 
look forward to seeing everyone in 5 years!

MLHS Class of 1977 Reunion
The Class of ’77 were reunited on Sept. 24 at the home of Russ and Judy 
Schlueter.  With 24 in attendance, it was a great day to catch up with 
friends and share memories of the good ol’ days.

Alumni Corner
By Susan Parrish, Alumni Director  |  susan.parrish@mayerlutheran.org  |  612-749-4578

MLHS Alum Author 
Teachers, DCE’s, pastors, 
and anyone who works with 
children: If you are looking for a 
children’s musical play, consider 
these two productions written 
and illustrated by Linda Going 
Varnes (MLHS Class of ‘67). 
For more information, contact 
Linda at varnesnxl@msn.com. She has two other 
productions based on the life of Timothy and David 
available on Amazon.

The Going Family was back in town and took the time to stop by MLHS for a 
tour. They were excited to see the changes made to the school since they last 
walked the halls as students, talk about old times, and even find their lockers.  

PLEASE ANSWER THE CALL
MLHS Alumni Phonathon
November 27-30, 2017 
MLHS Alumni Phonathon will take place Nov. 27-30.  This is a chance to 
connect current students with alumni. When a student calls you this year, 
please take a moment to speak with him or her. It’s an opportunity to 
reminisce about your days on campus, to experience MLHS through the 
eyes of a current student, update your contact information, and to support 
educational opportunities for students like the one reaching out to you.  The 
success of the Phonathon is a direct result of the hard work and dedication 
of the student callers and the generosity of MLHS alumni. If you would prefer 
not to be called, please consider making a gift by going to mayerlutheran.org 
and click on “Giving” under Community.

The Going Family

Back Row: 
Ron Going (’69), Sharon 
(Going) Forst (’79), Carol 
(Going) Robinson (’70) 
Front Row: 
Wendy (Going) McCarty 
(’74) and Linda (Going) 
Varnes (’67)
Missing: Wayne Going (’68) 
and Glenn Going (’72)

Welcome Back Going Family
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Before Mayer Lutheran High School 
existed, there was a burning desire 

in the hearts of Robert and Clara Boldt 
to make sure their children were given 
a Christian education that would give 
them a strong foundation for life. Robert 
and his bride lived in the Shakopee area 
and made it a priority to give their seven 
children a Christ-centered education 
at St. John’s, Chaska. During these 
elementary years, Robert met with a 
group of men in Mayer, MN to begin 
the journey of bringing the vision of a 
Lutheran high school to fruition. Robert 
joined Louie Honebrink, Rev. John 
Melchert, Rev. John Stehr, Oswald Hoese, 
Rudy Kratzke and others to begin laying 
the foundation of Mayer Lutheran. God 
richly blessed their efforts and, by His 
grace, MLHS became a reality. Robert 
and Clara were determined to make 
sure their children would make the trek 
to Mayer each day for their secondary 
education.
 For 18 consecutive years, beginning 
50 years ago in 1967, the Boldt children, 
Janet, Judith (Judy), John, James (Jim), 
Jeffrey (Jeff), Jeanne, and Jarrod, daily 
traveled 29 miles one way to earn their 

high school diplomas. “We lived one 
year at a time and put our faith in God 
to provide for us,” Robert shared with 
tears in his eyes. Even though tuition 
was $200 per year for each student in 
those early years, it was a challenge that 
was met by the grace of God through 
the sacrifices the entire family gave for 
a Christian education. Robert and Clara 
added, “Every day we worried how we 
would get our children to school, but the 
Lord always provided a way.”
 Last July, Robert and Clara gathered 
with family and friends to celebrate 
65 years of marriage. Everyone met 
at a beautiful barn that was built in 
1932 when Robert was 9 years old. He 
watched as this barn was raised and 
used on the family farm for many years. 
No longer home for cows or hay, it 
brought the family together to celebrate 
and to remind them of the abundant 
grace God has given them. Four 
generations gathered that day and the 
legacy that Robert and Clara are leaving 
for their family was very evident. Several 
of the Boldt children went into full time 
church work and it is very obvious all 

seven of them love the Lord and desire to 
serve Him daily through their vocations.
 For 57 years, MLHS has been 
“Preparing the Next Generation of 
Christian Leaders.” MLHS students are 
blessed to make a difference by sharing 
the Gospel with others. This would not 
be possible if it weren’t for the grace 
of God and the many ways our parents 
sacrifice for their children. Robert and 
Clara have set a fine example for all of 
us to follow. “We don’t regret all of 
those miles and everything we gave up 
to make it possible for our children to 
attend MLHS,” Robert stated. As MLHS 
families face challenges that come with 
the journey of Christian education, may 
they see them as hurdles to overcome 
and not reasons to abandon the goal. 
Because of this couple’s perseverance, 
Christ’s love has been shared and lives 
have been changed. Our sacrifices 
are temporary, but the benefits that 
come from these sacrifices will last into 
eternity. 
 God bless you, Robert and Clara, 
as you continue to be a light in the 
darkness and point others to Christ.

Crusader Cru
MLHS ALUMNI NEWS

WELCOME TO THE CRUSADER CRUX a look at the important accomplishments 
Crusader alumni are doing in the name of our God Jesus Christ.

Robert and Clara Boldt

The Bolt Family: Back row–Jeff (’78), Jarrod (’85), John (’74), Judy (‘73), Janet (’71); Front row–Jim (’76), Clara, 
Robert, Jeanne (’81)

IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR!  
Support future Christian leaders with an on-line 
gift. To donate, go tomayerlutheran.org and click 
on “Give” at the top of the menu. While you are 
making a gift, consider making it a “recurring” gift to 
save you time in the future. Thank you for your support and 
partnership in our movement to prepare Christian leaders!
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In September, we held both a College Night and a Financial Aid Night for juniors, seniors, and their parents. The 
presentation for the College Night outlined what all juniors and seniors should be doing for “Success After High 
School.” Bailey Colbert, from Grand Canyon University, presented our Financial Aid Night that same evening. She 

helped families understand FAFSA and other resources for helping to pay for college. Please note that you can fill 
out the FAFSA now! This is earlier than previous years so feel free to get started!
 In October, Mayer Lutheran High School hosted the College Fair in our gymnasium. More than 275 students from five local high 
schools joined us and had the opportunity to visit with approximately 70 colleges. Make sure to talk with your child regarding the 
information they found on their colleges of interest.
 My one-on-one meetings with seniors have concluded. Credits were confirmed to make sure that each one is on track for graduation 
and we talked about their plans for next year. Many students are on target with applying for colleges and beginning the search for 
financial assistance. Meetings with juniors will begin soon. Please keep in mind 
that any student taking a PSEO course the 2nd semester of this school year 
will need to sign up during the month of November as well as registering for 
their class and ordering their books online.Continue to look for scholarship 
opportunities on Moodle, The Blast, MLHS website, and Email Extra as I post 
them regularly.
 Freshmen, sophomores, and juniors just completed taking the ASPIRE and 
PSAT exams. Results will be shared with each student when returned to me. 
Talk with your child as they get their results. I will be coming into classrooms yet 
this fall to discuss interests and four-year plans with each of them.

By Debra Kelzer, Guidance Counselor  |  debra.kelzer@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1012

Counselor’s Corner

The 2017-18 academic year is off to a great start for 
the English Department at Mayer Lutheran. With three 
teachers of vastly differing personalities, the students 
receive a well-rounded and robust education on an 
array of Language Arts topics over the course of there 
four years at MLHS. 
 As our whole school is Prepared to Stand this 
academic year, our freshmen and sophomore classes 
will literally be doing so as they applaud the actors 
of Hamlet and Romeo and Juliet (field trips coming up later in the year).  
Instilling an appreciation, of theatre and grappling with difficult texts are just 
a few of the undertakings of Mrs. Kristen Baker this year. 
 Mr. Kris Gustin is once again at the helm of the AP Literature ship. The 
juniors and seniors along for the ride will be analyzing, discussing, and 
delving into the depths of various novels and short stories between now and 
the test day this May. We are confident that they will, once again, walk out 
with extremely high numbers of students earning a passing score. 
 Recently several Mayer Lutheran parents, siblings, and friends got involved 
in a demonstrative speech/logical fallacies commercial assignment for Mrs. 
Megan Polzin. Many of these parents had Oscar-worthy performances in 
commercials advertising everything from cupcakes to power tools. The 
juniors and seniors enrolled in American Literature are expected to embark 
on reading some of the classics, including The Great Gatsby, The Scarlet 
Letter, and poetry from the Harlem Renaissance. 
 In order to have a fully engaged newsletter audience, and because the 
English Department is just that witty, we have included 3 errors of grammar, 
mechanics, or usage in the article above. The first two students/parents to 
contact Mrs. Megan Polzin via email (at megan.polzin@mayerlutheran.org) 
correctly identifying the errors will receive a Caribou Coffee gift card!

A few years back, we 
began an activity that has 
become a fall tradition, 
Senior Service Day. On 
Wednesday, October 11, 
MLHS seniors met for orientation 
and prayer, and then headed out to various locations 
around the area. Some seniors and chaperones helped 
with fall cleanup/window washing for the elderly or 
assisted the folks out at Baylor Park to begin winterizing 
their grounds. Some students traveled to Lutheran 
elementary schools to help out with classroom activities, 
while others walked Highway 25 to clean ditches. 
 The call on our life is to serve our neighbors wherever 
we find them. Our seniors got a chance to put that into 
action in a special way.

E N G L I S H  D E P A R T M E N T  N E W S
By Megan Polzin  |  megan.polzin@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1105 Senior 

Service 
Day
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T H E  L A S T  W O R D

TRUST
Trust is hard. The decision, choice, to trust 
someone is not a small decision. When we 
trust others we are willing to open up to 
them and to their leadership in our lives. We 
choose to share personal stories, take advice from and allow them 
to influence our decisions. When you trust someone, they are 
given a special place in our lives, a place of authority. As a result of 
this, we will roll up our sleeves and work along-side them and, at 
times, follow their lead almost blindly. 
 If only everyone that we trust would be perfect, completely 
trustworthy. Unfortunately, there are times when those we trust 
will let us down. Perhaps the advice they give is not very good. 
Perhaps a confidence was betrayed. Perhaps when working along-
side them, something went wrong and we were the one who got 
blamed. 
 When the trust we place in others is betrayed enough times, 
trust will not be given quickly or even at all. We may close 
ourselves off from the world and trust only in ourselves, in our 
wisdom and abilities. We may become guarded when we find 
ourselves around those who hurt us or anyone for that matter. We 
do not want to endure the pain of betrayal again.
 When the trust that we extend is shattered then what? Jesus 
dealt with shattered trust. Judas turns Him over to the chief 
priests. Pilate found no guilt in Him, yet doesn’t set Him free. 
And Peter, even though he was told ahead of time by Jesus that 
he would deny him, still falls victim to temptation and disowns 
his association with Jesus three times. Jesus’ reaction to rejection 
was not to curse man or withdraw from the task that the Father 
had put before him. He responded by submitting to the will of His 
Father. He responded by humbly going to the cross. He responded 
by giving up His life and shedding His blood so that forgiveness 
could be extended to the betrayers and salvation could be given to 
those who turned their backs on Him. In Jesus’ example, we see 
a trustworthy individual, who demonstrated His trustworthiness 
through service to humanity—staying the course to the cross.
 Might I suggest that we follow Jesus example. He forgave 
Peter and Peter became a key figure in establishing the Christian 
church. He forgave the thief on the cross and gave Him the 
gift of salvation. He forgives you and me even when we are 
untrustworthy. When we are the victim of broken trust, forgive. 
When we betray another’s trust, seek their forgiveness. No one is 
beyond the love of God. God desires that everyone will come to 
know and have faith in Jesus. Rather than withdraw from those 
who have hurt us, forgive and rebuild the relationship as God has 
done with us through Jesus Christ.
 Humans may not be trustworthy at all times, but God is. God 
has promised to be with us, to forgive us, and to give eternal 
life to all who believe in Jesus. Perhaps we can respond to our 
gracious and generous God by showing the same grace and 
generosity to each other. When we do that, people may trust 
us even more and allow us to have influence on their lives. An 
influence that will have an eternal impact.

By Kevin Wilaby, Principal
kevin.wilaby@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1008

MLHS juniors 
Brendan Feltmann 
and Katelyn Shipler 
are PreCalculus 
students who are 
off to a remarkable 
start. Mrs. Hoback 
wrote, “PreCalculus 
is a rigorous math 
course that requires 
significant effort 
and attention to 
detail. It is very hard to be perfect in 
a math course for any length of time. We are half-way 
through the first quarter and both students have received 
every point on every quiz or test—Amazing.” 
 Mr. Thomas, Digital Photography teacher, shared, 
“Katelyn works very well on her own, asks questions, and 
is quick to apply the answer to the work that she was 
doing. She is able to evaluate the photos that she has 
taken and choose what is best from a compositional and 
aesthetic viewpoint.”
 Brendan is the son of Peter and Christine Feltmann of 
Lester Prairie, MN.
 Katelyn is the daughter of Kirk and Tracy Shipler of 
Lester Prairie, MN. 

MLHS sophomore Taylor Menth 
was nominated by Mrs. Alvarez. 
Mrs. Alvarez wrote, “Taylor ALWAYS 
comes early to class and helps 
organize the books, clean the 
boards, and ask if I need anything 
else. She has been doing this since 
last school year. Last year she had 
Spanish first hour, so it may have 
been easier for her to come early 
and help. This year she has fourth 
hour Spanish, so coming in before 
school to help shows that Taylor is a servant, showing me 
Christian kindness regularly. She is a blessing!” 
 In addition, Mr. Lane shared “Taylor has been 
outstanding so far in Algebra 2!” 
 Mr. Thomas, Digital Photography teacher added, 
“Taylor is a conscientious worker in class; works well on 
her own and is very self-motivated, but isn’t afraid to ask 
questions. She has a ‘good eye’ photographically, which 
shows in the photos that she is taking for class.”  
 Taylor is the daughter of John and Trudi Menth of 
Mayer, MN.

Student Spotlight

Service Student of the Month
Taylor Menth

Academic Students of the Month
Brendan Feltmann, Katelyn Shipler
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It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national or ethnic origin in the administration of its policies, financial aid program or other school-administered programs.

O taste and see that the Lord is 
good; happy are those who take 
refuge in him. Psalm 34:8

HAPPY THANKSGIVING

We are hoping you will see the bold purpose, drama and excitement that is fueling 

this 2017 event. There is so much happening that we wanted to bring our 

#1 fundraising event to our own MLHS campus. We have a new lower price to get as many as 

we can under one roof to CELEBRATE GOD’S WONDERFUL HARVEST.  We hope you will feel the 

same commitment and appreciation for the opportunity to educate kids in an environment 

where Jesus Christ reigns and not the values of a broken world, determined by non-Christian 

agendas. We are boldly and confidently stepping out in faith as we PREPARE TO STAND. 

We hope you will join us in community, support and commitment to the future of Mayer Lutheran 

High School and our mission preparing the next generation of Christian leaders.

 

Tickets on sale November 1  |  $45 individual ticket, no reserved seating  | $400 Reserved Friends Table for 8
Contact event co-chairs: Jen Fisher 612-508-1143   or   Kim Martin 612-964-2684  


