November 2017

Dear Friends of Mayer Lutheran High School Students,
Advent greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ from your
family at Mayer Lutheran High School!
The following Advent devotions, written by the students at MLHS, are our
gift to you. As we prepare the next generation of Christian leaders, we relish the
opportunity to demonstrate the love of Christ in word and deed. The season of
Advent offers a perfect time to reflect on the saving work of Jesus and to look
ahead to the day when we will be with Him and all the saints in heaven, where the
celebration will never end. It is that sure hope that makes our ministry to young
people so essential and special.
For fifty-seven years, our faithful teachers have prepared Christian leaders to serve
the Lord in a remarkable variety of vocations. By the grace of God, Mayer Lutheran
High School pursues its mission with a zeal that can only be explained by the power
of the Lord working among and through His people. We are grateful for the blessing
of providing a Christ-centered high school education for the kids in our region and
around the globe. By using mere people empowered by the Holy Spirit, the Lord
has directed our movement to provide leaders for His kingdom, many of whom are
reading this message.
Thank you, everyone, for your prayerful support and encouragement for the
vibrant asset in God’s Church that is Mayer Lutheran High School! We pray that
you will grow closer to the Lord as you read these devotions and that the Holy
Spirit prepares your hearts for the coming of Jesus. May you and your family always
be faithful and may we all, together, continue to prepare the next generation
of Christian leaders with joy, energy, courage, and generosity of time, talents,
and treasure. God’s richest blessings to you this Advent season, Christmas, and
throughout the New Year!
Prepared to Stand for Christ,

Joel P. Landskroener
Executive Director, Mayer Lutheran High School
952-657-2251 x1007, joel.landskroener@mayerlutheran.org

A BRIEF ORDER FOR FAMILY DEVOTIONS ADVENT 2017
INVOCATION
The sign of the cross may be made in remembrance of Holy Baptism.
L:
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
ALL: Amen.
ADVENT HYMN
The appropriate candle(s) on the family Advent wreath may be lit as the following verse is sung:
ALL: Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to you, O Israel.
PRAYER OF THE WEEK
The Leader speaks the appropriate prayer of the week.
L:

Let us pray.

First Week in Advent
Stir up, we implore you, Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection,
we may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and be saved by Your
mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
ALL: Amen.
L:

Second Week in Advent
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son
that at His second coming we may worship Him in purity; who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
ALL: Amen.
L:

Third Week in Advent
Almighty God, through John the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ, You once
proclaimed salvation; now grant that we may know this salvation and serve You
in holiness and righteousness all the days of our lives; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
ALL: Amen.
L:

Fourth Week in Advent
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come among us with great might; and because
we are sorely hindered by our sins, let Your bountiful grace and mercy speedily
help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
ALL: Amen.
L:

READING FROM SCRIPTURE
One of the following readings may be read, or another reading appointed to go with an Advent
devotional may be read instead. Discussion may follow.
December 3

1 Kings 8:1–11

December 15

Luke 1:26–33

December 4

1 Corinthians 1:20–25

December 16

John 1:1–9

December 5

Proverbs 8:22–31

December 17

John 8:12

December 6

1 Kings 3:1–15

December 18

1 Peter 2:4–10

December 7

Luke 2:8–14

December 19

Matthew 2:1–12

December 8

Romans 10:8–13

December 20

Luke 2:21–40

December 9

Philippians 2:6–11

December 21

Matthew 28:16–20

December 10

1 Samuel 16:1–13

December 22

Romans 9:6–9

December 11

Isaiah 11:1–5

December 23

Luke 2:1–7

December 12

Matthew 1:1–17

December 24

Luke 2:8–12

December 13

2 Samuel 7:8–16

December 25

Luke 2:13–20

December 14

Isaiah 9:2–7

READING FROM A DEVOTIONAL BOOKLET
Someone may read from the Advent devotional booklet, or another Advent activity may
be done. Discussion may follow.
PRAYERS
Special prayers may be offered by the leader or by others in the family as appropriate.
The prayers conclude with the Lord’s Prayer as follows:
L:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray...
ALL: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come;
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
BLESSING
The sign of the cross may again be made in remembrance of Holy Baptism.
L:

The almighty and merciful God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless
us and keep us.
ALL: Amen.

December 3, 2017
Romans 13:11–14

The Chaos Begins
The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness
and put on the armor of light. Romans 13:12

In my house, today is a very special day. The first Sunday after
Thanksgiving is when the Christmas tree goes up and the Advent
festivities and preparations begin as we count down to Christmas.
Gift shopping, cookie baking, and decorating the house with lively
adornments will take over our lives over the next four weeks. Although it
is a joyful and celebratory time of year, it also becomes a very hectic and
stressful time for many people as they prepare for the celebration of the
birth of Jesus.
Many people are caught up in making everything perfect. We need to
get the perfect presents for everyone on our list. The house must look
pristine and presentable. Our busy days are made even busier trying to
make this a special time of year. The Advent season sometimes is so busy
that we forget the real meaning of Christmas, Jesus coming to Earth to
redeem us from our sins.
However, once we take the focus off ourselves and the temporary earthly
pleasures and stressors of this season, we can bring our focus back to
where it belongs, on the amazing love that God has for us, shown when
He sent His Son to die for our sins. God’s unlimited love ran deep enough
to sacrifice His only Son for all people. We may try to make this season
perfect, but in reality we will never be perfect, except by the blood of Jesus.
Though God’s plans for us are not always clear to us right away, the
Holy Spirit allows us to fix our eyes on Jesus, where we see the ultimate
event of all time—His death on the cross and His resurrection from the
grave. For now, of course, we celebrate Advent and Christmas. But we do
not merely focus on earthly gifts, rather we focus on the ultimate eternal
gift, given to us from our loving God. May this Advent season be a time of
preparation as we await the time when we will see Jesus face to face!
Dear Lord, Thank You for sending Your one and only Son to this sin-filled
world to fulfill Your ancient promise and redeem us from the burdens of our
sins. Be with us this season as we enjoy fellowship with others in preparation
for Christmas. By the power of the Holy Spirit, keep us focused on You and
help us to always be ready for what You have planned for us in the salvation
won by Jesus on the cross. In His name we pray, Amen.
BY LINDSEY CAULFIELD

December 4, 2017
Psalm 43:3–5

Light and Truth
Send out your light and your truth; let them lead me; let them bring me to your holy
hill and to your dwelling! Psalm 43:3

As we approach the winter solstice and the longest night of the year, the
blessing of a reliable light is most appreciated. Darkness presents danger
and we need to be delivered from it. The Psalmist in today’s reading calls
for the guiding light of God to lead us. As we begin the Advent season, we
begin a spiritual journey that will lead to the manger, the cross, and the
empty tomb. The light and truth of the Gospel will, ultimately, lead us to
the altar of God in heaven where we will dwell with Him forever.
The journey that awaits is one that leads us to praise God with “exceeding
joy.” It is not an easy journey, however. Our sin hampers our walk with God
and we stumble and fall in the darkness of despair. Certainly, we cannot
go to God by ourselves. Instead, He calls us and He invites us and, by the
power of the Holy Spirt, He enables us to come to Him.
When we celebrate the birth of our Savior, we fully appreciate the Light
God has sent forth to lead us. We cannot help but praise the name of
our Lord who saves us from all unrighteousness. Our perpetual joy is the
result of the Lord’s fulfillment of the covenant He made to Adam and Eve
in the Garden and throughout the Old Testament. The birth of Jesus Christ
and, ultimately, His death and resurrection, gives us a sure hope that
removes the darkness that can make us downcast. This Advent season, let
us join the Psalmist in exclaiming: Hope in God; for I shall again praise him,
my salvation and my God.

Dear Father in heaven, Thank You for giving us Your Light and Truth in the
birth of Jesus. Please fill us with Your Holy Spirit so that we may always
follow You and not be lost in the darkness of the world that seeks to draw us
away from You. Give us joy and peace and allow us to always praise You with
our life. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
BY MICKEY VENERO

December 5, 2017
Psalm 27:1–4

Whom Shall I Fear?
The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? Psalm 27:1a

What are some worries and fears of life? A child may fear the dark while
an adult may worry about the unpredictability of life. Worry is part of our
human condition and we just cannot seem to shake it by ourselves. In
Psalm 27, David praises God by reassuring himself, and us, that there is no
need to fear because the Lord is our light and salvation.
When we worry, we reflect our sinful nature. We believe that we are
masters of our life and that when hard things come our way, we will be
able to overcome them by our own hard work, dedication, and merits.
We soon realize we are not able to defeat our fears and troubles by
ourselves. We need help and we need it right away. But, where do we find
a reliable source to drive out our fears? The Holy Spirit inspired David to
share the source of our peace and comfort from the challenges of life in
a sinful world. He points us directly to the Lord as our one true hope in
delivering us from our problems and worries.
We can take great comfort in the words of David in Psalm 27. In the
season of Advent, we are once again reminded of the saving work of
Christ as He humbled himself and chose to come to earth in human flesh.
Jesus overcame the worrisome powers of sin, death, and the devil by
dying on the cross and rising victorious on the first Easter. In His great
love for us, Jesus wipes clean our transgressions of worry and fear for
all people. He willingly died on the cross so that we can one day go to
heaven, live in the amazing presence of God Himself, and sing praises will
all the saints. In that glorious day of our salvation, all fear will end and
peace will reign.

Dear Heavenly Father, Thank You for the reassurance through Your Word that
we have nothing to fear in this life. Help me and everyone around me to
remember the comforting words of Psalm 27 through the busy Advent and
Christmas season and to not forget that You are our everlasting light and
salvation until the end of time. In the name of Jesus we pray, Amen.
BY MEGAN THOMAS

December 6, 2017
Psalm 119:105–106

Eternal Light
Your word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path. I have sworn an oath and
confirmed it, to keep your righteous rules. Psalm 119:105-106

During Advent and Christmas, our eyes are focused on Jesus and His grace
that He extended to us through His birth, life, and death on the cross.
Yet, due to our sinful nature, we are surrounded by darkness and our daily
responsibilities and routines seek to take our gaze away from Jesus and
towards ourselves. As hard as we may try, it is impossible to continually
keep our eyes on Jesus and the light that He uses to guide our paths as we
walk through life on earth.
In the world today, many challenges, worries, and distractions can lead
us away from the Lord. Natural disasters, civil unrest, terrorist attacks,
failing health, and greed are just a small sample of the results of sin that
infect the world and blind us to the love of God. The dark realities of
a fallen world cause us to lose sight in following God’s plan. We soon
take matters into our own hands, lose trust in His promises, and neglect
opportunities to hear His Word. Without Jesus, we are hopelessly lost.
Through the hardships and darkness of life, the Lord rescues us. His
Word lights the path that we travel and leads us safely to our heavenly
home. Because Jesus came to this dark world to save us from our sins by
dying on the cross and rising again on the third day, He is now our eternal
light that will never fade. By the work of the Holy Spirit, our faith enables
us to live with certainty and confidence of a bright and glorious future.
Praise be to Jesus for His great love for us!

Dear Heavenly Father, There is so much darkness in our world. We ask You to
help us keep our eyes on Jesus through it all. We ask for Your help so that we
can keep Your righteous rules and focus on Jesus, our precious Light. In Your
name we pray, Amen.
BY NICOLE KLAUSTERMEIER

December 7, 2017
John 12:35–36

A Different Kind of Christmas Light
Then Jesus told them, “You are going to have the light just a little while longer. Walk
while you have the light, before darkness overtakes you. Whoever walks in the dark
does not know where they are going. Believe in the light while you have the light, so
that you may become children of light.” John 12:35-36 (NIV)

As a child, one of the best parts of Christmas was the lights. Rope
lights, bulb lights, green lights, red lights, and white lights, all hung up
everywhere. These lights were especially bright when viewed strung on
houses at night. The dark contrasted with the colorful bulbs made the
blackness of night not so overwhelming.
Jesus came into our dark, sinful world as a beacon of light. He guides
us through the unknown and unseen dangers of life in our sinful and
hopeless situations, bringing us safety and protection. Warning us against
the darkness of the world He said, “Whoever walks in the dark does not
know where they are going.” Instead, we should “walk in the light while we
have the light.” Christians are “children of light” and have the wonderful
opportunity to spread God’s Word, to bring people who are stuck in the
shadows of self-indulgent hopelessness into the light of the Gospel of Jesus.
God calls us to be His children of light and gives us faith to believe in Him
by the power of the Holy Spirit so we can become the lights that brighten
the world with a sure message of hope found in God’s Word.
Advent and Christmas is a time to be cheerful and joyful as we reflect on
God’s light to this fallen world. As God’s chosen and redeemed people, we
should gratefully and gladly shine His light in all we do. We are free to love
and serve those who need to know the love of our Savior who provided us
with a bright and sure future living under His grace.

Dear God, Thank You for sending Your Son to be a shining light in our world
of darkness. Teach us to listen carefully to Your Word and send Your Spirit to
us to encourage us to be lights of hope to others. Enable us to serve You this
season in our word and actions. Thank You for being an everlasting light in
our life. In the name of Jesus we pray, Amen.
BY HALEY ROHWER

December 8, 2017
Ephesians 5:6–14

Lights in the Lord
For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord… Awake, O
sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you. Ephesians 5:8a,14b

Nighttime typically is not one’s favorite time of day. It can be dark, cold,
and a bit intimidating. Yet, during the Advent season, it is transformed
with brilliant displays, illuminating the dark sky, and filling the black void
with a precious glow that lifts our spirits and reminds us that Christmas
is near. The sense of awe and wonder that Christmas lights bring to a
neighborhood is a warm memory for many of us.
The story of humanity is conveyed with a well-lit display. Ever since
Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit, humanity has been dead in its
trespasses. The heart of man became a dark void, lost in sin, turning
God’s most special creation into His enemies. From the moment of the
fall in Eden, our lives have been filled with a spiritual darkness that we are
unable to do anything about. Today’s reading reminds us that we were in
darkness. But, just as Christmas lights cut through the stark blackness of
the evening, God provided a light to dispel the deepest, darkest depths
of our sinful world. While we deserved nothing but punishment, we did
not receive this awful sentence! We are now, by the suffering, death, and
resurrection of Jesus, a “light in the Lord.” Christ lights up our darkness
and the Holy Spirit enables us to share the light of the Gospel with a
terrifyingly dark and desolate world. The message of salvation is ours to
tell and creates much more than a warm memory. It brings eternal life in
heaven where there will be no darkness at all!
Even though we are sinful, Jesus Christ died to save us from our sins.
His incredible act of grace brings us into the light, and we are empowered
to do what is good and pleasing to the Lord, spreading His light all
around the world. What a joyful day it is when we confess that Jesus is
Lord and move from darkness to light! We are truly His lights and we are
blessed!

Dear Jesus, Thank You so much for coming into this world and dying for our
sins. You pull us out of our darkness and into Your marvelous light that we
may spend eternity with You. Give us an extra measure of the Holy Spirit that
we may be bold to share this great news with others. In Your name we pray,
Amen.
BY ALEX TELFORD

December 9, 2017
Peter 2:5–9

We are His
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light. 1 Peter 2:9

There once was a boy who had built his very own sailboat. He loved the
boat and was very proud of his work. He decided to bring it down to the
water where he excitedly placed it in the lake. But before he realized
it, it was out of reach. He ran home crying. Sometime later, he passed a
second-hand store, and in the window, he saw his sailboat! He went in and
told the store owner, “That boat is mine!” The owner said, “No, I paid for
it. If you want it, you’re going to have to buy it.” So, he ran home, found
his money, and went back to the store to buy his boat back. Holding it
close, he said, “You’re twice mine. First, because I made you. Second,
because I bought you.”
We can see that the boy loved his boat very much. He easily could have
left it in the store but he loved it too deeply. He created it, and he wanted
to do whatever was necessary to buy it back. When it comes down to it, we
are just like that sailboat. We have all been carried away from our Creator
by sin, but God chose to redeem us. He bought us back from certain,
eternal death with the blood of His very own Son, Jesus Christ, without any
merit or worthiness on our part. What great love our Father has for us!
As God’s redeemed children, we are special. We are His Church,
composed of people who have been called out of darkness into His
marvelous light, who are now empowered to tell the world about the
One who created us and bought us back to live with Him forever. We live
as free people in the light of His grace and look forward to a bright and
glorious future! Thanks be to God for His deep love for us!

Dear Father, Thank You for sending Your Son to die on the cross to buy us
back. It is only through His blood that we are redeemed by Your grace alone.
Help us to remember that we are forever Yours throughout this Advent season
and that You are always with us. We pray this in Your Son’s name, Amen.
BY SARAH PARRISH

December 10, 2017
Isaiah 60:1–3

Rise and Shine!
Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the
LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you. Isaiah 60:1-2

It’s Monday morning. You’ve had a long and busy weekend full of fun
activities with family and friends, but now it is time to get back to work.
Your alarm goes off. You hit the snooze four or five times just to get
those extra 10 minutes of sleep in before the long week. All of a sudden,
someone bursts into your room, jumps on your bed, and yells at the top
of their lungs, “Rise and shine!” The curtains are drawn open to reveal a
burst of glorious sunshine beaming into your once dark and cozy room. It
is time to get up.
Although slightly exaggerated, this scenario is a good example of how
we sometimes go about our lives as Christians. We often feel sluggish
and in the doldrums, doing just the bare minimum to get by.
As life wears us out, we find ourselves in the dark, looking for a purpose.
We are unable to get up and do what God has called us to do because sin
has surrounded us. Sin can do that to us.
Though held captive by sin, God sent His one and only Son, Jesus
Christ, to shine the light of His Gospel into our hearts. The Holy Spirit
opens the curtains in our lives to let the glorious light of Jesus radiate so
that we may come to know Him. Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, we
are brought out of the darkness of our sins and into the light of God’s
salvation.
Jesus has paid the price. He has defeated sin, death, and the devil
through His death and resurrection. This Advent season, we can
remember that Jesus Christ has come to be the light of the world, to give
us hope and salvation. So Arise! Shine! For your light has come!

Dear Lord, Thank You for sending Your light, Jesus Christ, into our world of
darkness. Help us to remember Your gracious gift of salvation that comes
only through You. Let us be lights shining Your message in all that we do.
Be with us this Advent and Christmas season as we celebrate not only the
birth, but also the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, who is the Light of
the World. In His Name we pray, Amen.
BY JOHNNY ERDMANN

December 11, 2017
2 Corinthians 4:3–6

Into Marvelous Light
For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
2 Corinthians 4:6

Can you hear it? Can you smell it? Can you see it? Joyful tunes and jolly
hymns echo across town. The scent of pumpkin pie dances in the air and
evergreen trees are camouflaged with gleaming ornaments and glistening
lights. Can you believe it? Christmas is only two weeks away! Two weeks
until youngsters dash down the stairs filled with excitement for their gifts
they will soon open. Two weeks until mothers and daughters, fathers
and sons, grandparents and grandchildren unite and celebrate “the most
wonderful time of the year.” There is so much to do, so much to see…
So much to see that we often can’t see.
Christmas is stressful. Sometimes, our attention is drawn to the
decorations, music, or a new toy while our understanding of the true
meaning of Christmas is pulled far from Christ. We focus on earthly things
instead of heavenly gifts.
Can you see the light of the Gospel? Can you see the glory of Christ,
who is the image of God? Do you believe that Jesus is the way, the truth,
and the life? Out of His great love for us, God gave us the greatest gift
imaginable. Through our Spirit-given faith in the blood shed by Christ, we
avoid an eternity of despair and hopelessness. We are empowered to run
into God’s remarkable light of salvation. God’s light is so marvelous that,
by His grace, we are able to reflect it so others may come to know the
truth of the Gospel.
Many are spiritually blind. But, we have seen God’s light through
Christ’s death and resurrection as proclaimed in Scripture. The darkness
of sin, death, and the devil no longer surrounds us. As God’s people, our
witness to our faith is a light to others, a light than cannot be hidden by
the distractions that Christmas can bring. Truly God’s light of grace has
shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the
face of Jesus Christ.
Dear Heavenly Father, Thank You for Jesus and for what He did on the cross
for us. As we move closer to celebrating the birth of Christ, help us to keep
our eyes on Your marvelous light and never let us hide our lamps of faith
under a bowl of Christmas distractions. Send us Your Spirit so that our
witness to Your great love will be fruitful so that unbelievers may see You
and believe. In Your Son’s holy name we pray, Amen.
BY GRAHAM FRISKE

December 12, 2017
1 John 1:4–7

God is Light
God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 1 John 1:5b

Imagine you are sitting outside near a campfire at night, having fun with
friends and family around you. All of a sudden, it starts raining and your
fire goes out. Complete darkness surrounds you. You cannot see anything.
Someone finds a flashlight and you can see again. This is what it is like
with God in our lives. He brings us out of darkness and into the light. He
makes us able to see again.
Without God we would be lost in never-ending darkness, unable to
escape the sin that entangles us. God knew what had to be done in order
to save His children. He sent His only Son, Jesus, to live among us, to
suffer and die for us, and to rise from the dead to save us. Jesus is the
Light of the World who shows us the way in His precious Gospel. By the
work of the Holy Spirit, we believe in Jesus as our Savior and are blessed
to have fellowship with other believers. Together we walk as God’s Church,
proclaiming the truth of His Word to bring light to those caught in the
darkness of sin.
In today’s reading, we see that we cannot truly walk in fellowship with
Christ unless we are walking in His light. We lie to ourselves if we say we
are walking with Him if we are in the darkness. Jesus is the light. There
can be no darkness with God. He saves us from the darkness, from our
deadly sin. We need Him to bring us into the light because we cannot do it
ourselves.
During this Advent season, we are reminded that we walk in the light
of Jesus because He came to save us. With boldness and confidence, we
confess: God is light; when we walk with Him, there is no darkness at all.
Praise Him for His marvelous light!

Dear Jesus, Thank You for being the Light of the World. Thank You for
allowing us to walk with You in the light. It is only with You that we are able
to stay away from the darkness of evil. Thank You for taking the darkness
of despair and sin away and help us to never lose sight of the light that You
give us each and every day. It is in Your holy name we pray, Amen.
BY AMBER OLSEN

December 13, 2017
John 3:16–21

Light of the World
But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that
his works have been carried out in God. John 3:21

A power outage at night is very inconvenient. The electricity stops and
the lights instantly turn off. Your house is immediately plunged into
darkness leaving you with no time to find a flashlight. When you finally
find one, you have a feeling of relief that you will no longer have to
stumble in the darkness. You can now walk by the light. It would be a bad
idea to turn off the flashlight and continue in the darkness.
In today’s reading, Jesus is called the “Light of the World” and we are
invited to believe in Him. Yet, the darkness of our sin turns us away from
the Light. We like to try to switch off the Light of Jesus so we can continue
in darkness in order that our sins will not be exposed. In a sinful world,
exposing our shortcomings and our inability to perfectly follow God’s
commands could lead us to great despair. Our need for a Savior is clear.
As the Light of the World, Jesus came to earth to not only reveal our
sins, but also to forgive us. When Jesus died on the cross, He took away
the darkness of our sins so that we can enter into the light of salvation.
By the power of the Holy Spirit, we can confess that we are sinners and
confidently grasp hold of the forgiveness of those sins won by Jesus’
incredible sacrifice. Every day we have the opportunity to confess our
sins and to live a new life empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God
with great joy. Let us walk in the Light each and every day as God’s dearly
redeemed children.

Dear God, Thank You for sending Jesus to be the Light of the World that is
lost in darkness. Please help us to walk in the Light always and to not stray
off onto the path of darkness. In this Advent and Christmas season, help
those that have wandered from You and those that do not know You to
discover the Light. Thank You for all the blessings You have given us this day
and every day of our lives. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
BY GRACE CUSHMAN

December 14, 2017
Isaiah 40:1–11

The Great Exchange
“Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to
her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from
the LORD’s hand double for all her sins.” Isaiah 40:1-2

For seventy years, the nation of Israel had been paying for their
disobedience by being exiled in Babylon. In Isaiah 40, the tone of
discipline changes and God calls for comfort for His people, speaking to
the weary hearts of the exiles. The price for their sin had been paid by
their own suffering. After all, punishment for sin is necessary in the eyes
of God for He is a righteous judge. Now, God affirms that their debts have
at last been settled…and more!
In the second portion of today’s reading, we see a beautiful exchange
for the pardon of sinners. Isaiah shares a great future of hope: He will
tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry
them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young (v.11). God knew
full well that we could never earn the righteousness necessary to spend
eternity in relationship with Him and so, in an act of overwhelming mercy,
sent his Son to be the Savior of the world (1 John 4:14). Jesus took our sins
upon His own shoulders so we would not need to bear them ourselves;
He gave grace to a people who deserved nothing but wrath from Him. In
Isaiah 53:5, the prophet foretells just what the Messiah would do for His
people, reminding us that …he was pierced for our transgressions; he was
crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,
and with his wounds we are healed. No longer do we have to pay for our sins
with our own constant suffering because Christ gave His perfect life, once
and for all, in exchange for our every transgression.
By the blood of Jesus on Good Friday, we are now at peace with God.
Our “iniquity is pardoned” by the One who loved us enough to exchange
His righteousness for our sin. Praise God for His great love in that while we
were still sinners, Christ died for us! (Romans 5:8)

Lord Jesus, We thank You for Your great sacrifice of Your life on the cross in
exchange for our sins. We recognize that we did nothing to deserve or earn
Your forgiveness and favor but we thank You that You had mercy on us and
exchanged Your righteousness as a pardon from our debts. Thank You for
making a way for us to spend eternity with You and let us never lose sight of
Your wonderful gift. In Your holy name we pray, Amen.
BY HOPE KATHERINE CLARK

December 15, 2017
John 9:1–7

First Light
…night is coming, when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the
light of the world. John 9:4b-5

Light seems to be one thing we take for granted in today’s world. In our
digital age, there seems to never be a time where we can’t flip a switch
and have plenty of light to get work done. Some people can remember a
time where once the sun went down, one could work by dim candle light,
or couldn’t work at all. Today, during power outages, one might catch a
glimpse of what life was like without bright, reliable, electric light.
In today’s text, we see Jesus yet again with an outcast of society. This
blind man had been in utter darkness since birth, a condition that left him
helpless and at the mercy of others. His inability to see made his hope for
a bright, productive future only a dream. We are not too different from
him. Since Adam and Eve ate the fruit in the Garden of Eden, we have
been sinful since birth, unable to see the light of a life with God. Our
future was one of darkness and hopelessness. In our helpless state, we
could only call out to the Lord for mercy.
Thankfully, Jesus did not just leave this man in his state. He spit into
some dirt, made mud, and placed the dirty concoction in the man’s illfunctioning eyes. Jesus does not leave us in our current state either. On
the cross, while bystanders saw blood and dirt and wounds, God saw our
sins. Christ did for us what we could not do for ourselves, as much as
we may try on our own. As the light of the world, Jesus illuminates our
lives and reveals our fallen state, but also offers a way out through His
redeeming death and resurrection.
We no longer are inhibited by our ignorance and the disability of sin.
Now that we have seen the Light of our salvation, Jesus sends us out to
do God’s work as a means of showing our gratitude. Having seen the sure
hope of our redeeming Lord, we can carry the light of Jesus out into this
dark world!

Dear Jesus, Thank You for being the Light of the World. Send us the Holy
Spirit so that we may pursue God’s will for our lives and help others in need.
In Your name we pray, Amen.
BY JOSHUA MARLATT

December 16, 2017
Luke 3:1–6

God Calls Everyone
And he went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. As it is written in the book of the words of
Isaiah the prophet, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the
Lord, make his paths straight.” Luke 3:3-4

In today’s passage, John the Baptist went into the countryside to share
with the people that the Messiah had arrived. For centuries, the children
of Israel had waited for a Savior to come. They believed in the promise
of a Savior and went to their grave relying on that promise. Now, the
promise was fulfilled in the birth of Jesus. The waiting was over! What
great news!
John’s preaching also was directed to the Gentiles, a group despised
by the Jews. He made it clear that Jesus had come to save all people, an
idea that the Jews found repulsive. John urged the crowds to be baptized
“for the forgiveness of sins.” He did not differentiate between Jews and
Gentiles. After all, Jesus came to save sinners, all sinners, no matter their
ethnicity, wealth, or background. The many years of rejection of the
Gentiles by the Jews was coming to an end.
John prepared the way for Jesus to do His ministry among the people.
Because of their sinful nature, all were in need of a Savior, and Jesus was
about to deliver on God’s promise first made in the Garden of Eden when
sin’s darkness enveloped the world. During Jesus’ three-year ministry, His
love and compassion was shown in His willingness to suffer and die in our
place. His victory over death three days later, sealed the fate of Satan and
was a clear sign that salvation had come to everyone.
This Advent season, we are reminded of God’s great love for us in His
Son, Jesus. We are also reminded that, like John, we are privileged to
share the good news that the Messiah has come and that our lives are
now made whole as the Holy Spirit works faith in the hearts of all who
hear the Gospel and believe.

Dear Lord, Please help us this day to welcome everyone to You, even if they
seem different from us. Help us to recognize that everyone is special in Your
eyes, and everything You do is perfect. Allow us to be like John and raise
others up to You as we share Your precious Gospel with them. We ask this in
Jesus’ name, Amen.
BY HARRISON GREEN

December 17, 2017
Isaiah 11:1–10

World’s Ruler
And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear
of the Lord. Isaiah 11:2

This Advent, we ponder the birth of Christ and prepare for the coming
of our salvation. While we await His arrival, we must still live on earth
and deal with the hurt, pain, violence, political uncertainty, and natural
disasters that have dominated the news this past year. If there is one
lesson that we can learn from current events, it is we need a Messiah to
save us from these uncertain times.
Despite the great unknowns that we encounter each day of our lives,
we can look with certainty to the King of Kings who will save us. As Isaiah
shared in today’s reading, we were promised a Messiah who would reign
with righteousness, equity, and faithfulness. The Savior of the world
would do God’s will, not the will of man. The very nature of our world as
we know it would be changed.
God kept His promise. He sent His one and only Son to live among us,
to teach us, to show us His power, and to deliver us from certain eternal
death. Jesus’ ministry was like no other. His willingness to be a servant
Who would willingly go to the cross for our corrupt and evil generation
was remarkable. His victory over the grave was unbelievable. His
tremendous love for us was incredible. Because we are unable to keep the
law perfectly, Jesus did it for us.
Christ did not come to reign as a king or president. He was not a
power-hungry narcissist. He was the Son of God. He had everything. And,
He willingly gave it all up for us. Because He did so, we will live eternally
with Him one day. He will wipe all tears from our eyes and all our heart’s
longings will be satisfied in Him. The trials of this day will be forgotten as
we dwell in the Lord’s presence forever!

Dear Lord, We thank You for sending Jesus to us as a baby, born in humility to
willingly take our guilt of sin and Your wrath to the cross. We pray that our
Ruler, our Savior, will return one day soon to take us to be with You in Your
kingdom. Thank You for the certainty of eternal life we have in You. Come
soon Lord, Jesus. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
BY SYMONE JOPP

December 18, 2017
Matthew 1:18–25

Joseph’s Dilemma
Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from
the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. Matthew 1:18-19

Believe it or not, the Savior of the world was almost forced to be raised
without a father. Because Mary, Jesus’ mother, was pregnant with Him
before Joseph, His father, had been together with her, Joseph planned
on divorcing her and leaving her to care for Jesus herself. After all, that
was the law of that time. Even though the Holy Spirit conceived Jesus in
Mary’s womb, Joseph was clueless and assumed the worse. Then, God the
Father told him in a dream that Mary was to bear a son who he was to call
Immanuel, which means “God with us.”
God came to Joseph, and through His words Joseph believed in God and
did not divorce Mary. For the rest of his life, Joseph tended to the needs
of Mary and Jesus. Today, God still comes to us in His Word to clarify all
the confusion that our lives bring upon us. Like Joseph, our own sinful
choices often lead us astray from God’s will for us. When God draws closer
to us through His Word, He also makes us see that it is not our will that
matters, but His. In the certainty of God’s promises to us in Jesus, we
do not have to worry about the future or what it will bring. On the Last
Day, when Jesus will come again, we will know for certain that we will be
with Him in heaven forever. He has promised to make us His own by His
sacrificial death and glorious resurrection. What a great day that will be!
Through all the confusion, pain and strife, Mary remained Joseph’s
bride. By the grace of God, the Church is Jesus’ bride. We know it is so
because God has said so. Praise God for His everlasting grace and mercy!

Dear God, Draw closer to us and make us instruments of Your will, as we
would be nothing without You. Send an extra measure of Your Holy Spirit to
us that we may trust in Your promises and live as Your people, free from the
bondage of sin. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
BY ALEX STUEDEMAN

December 19, 2017
Micah 5:2–5

And He shall be Our Peace
And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of
the name of the Lord his God. And they shall dwell secure, for now she shall be great
to the ends of the earth. And he shall be their peace. Micah 5:4-5a

As we approach Christmas, it can feel hard to find peace in this world.
Even as we sing “peace on earth and good will to men” we are daily
reminded of natural disasters, attacks on the innocent, and dysfunctional
political leadership. In a world that seems far from the peace and good
will we desire, we fruitlessly seek a solution to the challenges that
confront us.
If there is no peace in this world, then where can we find it? Amid all
these troubles, we look to the Bible to ease our heavy hearts. God’s Word
is a reliable place to find refuge. In today’s reading, Micah gives us great
comfort as we look forward to the birth of Christ, reassuring us that we
will dwell securely in the Lord’s flock. What great news this is!
Bad things will surely happen time and again, urging us to get caught
up in our troubles and forget the Good News that God promises us
through his Son. By the power of the Holy Spirit, however, we know
and confess that, despite all the wrong that happens in the world, we
shall always dwell secure as God’s “flock in the strength of the Lord...”
Jesus overcame sin, death, and the devil for our salvation. We are
confident that, no matter what happens here on earth, Jesus shall always
be our peace.

Dear Father, We know that these times can be trying and it is easy to lose
sight of Your promise. Thank You for reminding us that even when times
seem tough and everything does not go our way, Jesus is still our Shepherd.
Be with us this coming Christmas season, and help us to look to You and
remember, You are our peace. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
BY LANE BODE

December 20, 2017
Luke 2:8–20

The Simplicity of Jesus
And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great
joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David
a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby
wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” Luke 2:10-12

The birth of Jesus is an extraordinary story. Imagine if you were a
shepherd watching your sheep one minute, and the next, angels suddenly
appear, telling you that a Savior has been born in Bethlehem! Well,
crazy or not, the shepherds agreed to go to seek Him because they truly
believed a Messiah had been born.
Today’s reading shares that, even though He was true God, Jesus was
humble. He did not need a luxurious setting for His birth. The simple
manger was just perfect. It is amazing how God’s plans are rarely the
plans we would create. The Savior of the world should certainly have been
born in a palace, not a cave for animals! Yet, this was God’s plan and we
rejoice in its simplicity.
While the surroundings of Jesus’ birth were less than we would imagine,
they served their purpose. Our Savior, Who would one day suffer and die
on the cross and rise again on the third day to win eternal life for all of
us, was not defined by His surroundings, but by His perfect obedience to
His Father. He accomplished what we could not do by ourselves. And now,
by the power of the Holy Spirit, we believe that He is our Savior.
As you prepare for Christmas, make sure you consider the simple
things this year. Do not let the complexities of life reflect on how you
celebrate Christmas. Enjoy your family and friends in simple ways instead
of the luxurious ones. Be ready to share the true story of Christmas with
everyone you meet. Be joyful like the shepherds who, having seen their
Savior, could not help but tell everyone what they had witnessed.

Dear Lord, Thank You for sending Your Son to help us through our difficulties.
Help us also to appreciate the simple things You have provided for us. We
thank You for Your Holy Spirit Who enables us to overcome every temptation
that would seek to draw us away from You. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
BY MALLORY KUNTZ

December 21, 2017
John 1:14

Grace and Truth
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as
of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. John 1:14

As Christmas Day is closing in and the busyness of the season seems
to only become crazier, may God open your heart to remember what
happened that special Christmas Day two thousand years ago. John 1:14
is a perfect reminder of the true reason for the season: “the Word became
flesh and dwelt among us.” Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world and Son
of God, Who was promised to Adam and Eve at the beginning of time,
came down in human flesh to save us from our sins.
On that first Christmas, we are able to see God’s glory as the angels
grandly announced the birth of the Savior, Jesus Christ, to the shepherds.
The joy of the occasion has remained with us ever since. Not only did
Jesus come in human flesh, but He also died on the cross for each human.
His death and resurrection brought us salvation without any merit or
worthiness in us. What great love! God surely is full of grace and truth!
As we draw nearer to Christmas Day and are busily shopping for gifts,
preparing for family activities, and taking part in the many customs we
enjoy, may we all ponder the everlasting gift God gave to us, Jesus Christ,
His only Son, Who willingly became flesh in order to save us, not because
of anything we did, but because of His amazing love for us.
What joy and gratitude we now have as we live in the light of the greatest
gift we will ever receive!

Dear Lord, Thank You for each day You give to us and all the blessings
we receive from You. Thank You for sending Your Son down to earth on
Christmas Day so that Your promise of a Savior was fulfilled. Please protect
us this holiday season and open our hearts to learn and remember Your Word
each day of our lives. Thank You for being a God who is full of grace and truth
and for always keeping Your promises. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
BY LAUREN WANDERSEE

December 22, 2017
Colossians 1:15

The Supremacy of the Son of God
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. Colossians 1:15

The first time that I heard about evolution was in science class when I was
younger. The teacher was presenting the class with a video that talked
about how humans evolved from apes, and how the earth was all created
from the Big Bang. This was one explanation of how the universe was
created without God. I was not so sure it was correct, especially in light of
what I had been taught by my Christian parents.
In referring to Jesus, Colossians 1:16 states that “for by him all things
were created, in heaven and on earth…” In verse 15, Paul shares: “He (Jesus)
is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.” On the one
hand, evolutionists tell us we do not need God to explain the origins of
our universe, while on the other, the Bible says God created all things, both
visible and invisible. God’s people, relying on the truth of His Word, firmly
confess that He created the earth and everything that lives and breathes.
Convincing somebody that God not only made the earth, but that He also
made them and loves them, is a challenge worth doing.
I am not an expert on evolution and I am not theologian, but it does
not matter. The Bible is trustworthy, no matter how adept I am at
understanding it or sharing it. And the truth is that God came to our
broken and desolate world through Jesus to show us that He exists and
desires to reconcile us to Himself. As it says in Colossians 1:19–20 “For
in Him all the fullness of God is pleased to dwell, and through Him to
reconcile to Himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making
peace by the blood of his cross.”
God’s great love for us in Jesus is the greatest gift we have ever been
given. Our Savior was present at the very beginning of the ages. He was
present throughout the time of the prophets. He was present at His birth
in Bethlehem and His death at Calvary. By God’s grace alone, Jesus will be
present at our own passing. Jesus’ resurrection assures us of everlasting
life, a life planned by God and directed by Him for our benefit. May we be
empowered by the Holy Spirit to share this good news with others as we
rejoice in the “fullness of God” who was eager to dwell with us at the first
Christmas and still today!
Dear Lord, Thank You for creating us and redeeming us through Your Son
Jesus. Show mercy to those who do not yet know this truth that they may
know the joy of a God that not only creates but redeems. In the holy, precious
name of Jesus we pray, Amen.
BY MADISON BECK

December 23, 2017
Isaiah 7:14

Best Sign Ever
Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and
bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. Isaiah 7:14

Have you seen billboards? Some of them are hilarious. Others are
intriguing. Every sign you see has a special meaning to whoever put them
up, whether to be funny or for a more serious purpose. However, one
of the best signs ever is not a sign that you would find on the side of a
highway or building. It comes in the story of the birth of Jesus Christ.
Isaiah’s words today were written many years before the first Christmas,
but their timeless truth encourages us and brings us great joy.
Christians know why Jesus came: to save us from our sins and eternal
damnation. From the very beginning, when Eve took the fruit from the
forbidden tree and ate it, God had in mind a very specific plan of salvation
for His people. He knew exactly what it would cost to free mankind from
the yoke of sin and bring them back to Him. As a just God, He knew that
because of sin, man should die. Yet, in His great love for us, God provided
His one and only Son to die in our place. It was our sins that drove Jesus
to the cross. When Jesus arose from the dead and won the victory over
sin, death, and the devil once and for all, we were given a rare present:
salvation! This is why at Christmas we rejoice and celebrate the giving of
God’s greatest Gift.
Most gifts you receive indicate that you are loved by someone. Parents,
siblings, and friends share gifts out of love and not obligation. The gift
of Jesus from our Heavenly Father certainly is a gift that shows God’s
great love for us. He was under no obligation to save us and we clearly
do nothing to deserve such a gift. Nor will we ever, on our own, be able
to pay Him back. But it doesn’t matter. God loves us forever. This is most
certainly true!

Heavenly Father, Thank You for the greatest gift, Jesus. We know we did not
do anything to deserve Him, but He came to earth and fulfilled the prophecy
anyway. Your love for us is an amazing blessing. Send us the Holy Spirit so we
can respond to Your great love for us as we serve You and each other. In the
name of Jesus we pray, Amen.
BY CLAIRE KELZER

December 24, 2017
Psalm 98: 1–6

Jesus in the Psalms
The LORD has made known his salvation; he has revealed his righteousness in the
sight of the nations. Psalm 98:2

Among the many things that God has done for us, the most important is
the gift of Jesus Christ, His only Son, as a sacrifice for our sins. Without
Jesus we would have nothing and be nothing. God’s gift of limitless grace
and mercy manifested in the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus
is a great reason for praise. The Psalmist in today’s reading reminds and
instructs us to rejoice at the saving work of the Christmas King!
Way back in the Old Testament, God’s people believed the promise of
a Messiah. They faithfully waited for the gift of a Savior and sang songs
reminding them of the covenant God had made with them. The writer
of Psalm 98 tells us that God’s holy arm and right hand have worked His
salvation, long before the birth of Jesus as He says, “Oh sing to the Lord a
new song, for He has done marvelous things!... Make a joyful noise to the
LORD, all the earth; break forth into joyous song and sing praises! Sing
praises to the LORD with the lyre, with the lyre and the sound of melody!
With trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful noise before the
King, the LORD!” What a majestic, joyful hymn to share at this time of
year! In Jesus, God certainly did marvelous things—for you and for me!
Christ’s sacrifice is certainly a reason for praise and jubilation; He saved
us sinners so that our lives could be lived in hope. The same Holy Spirit
who inspired the Psalmist has worked faith in our hearts to believe in the
Son of God as our Lord and Savior. This Christmas, when we reflect on the
wonderful Gift that God has given us, let us remember why it was given,
and the joyous news that comes with this gift: We are saved by Jesus, the
Messiah, our Lord and Savior!

Dear God, As we celebrate this Christmas Eve, help us to remember the many
gifts You give us, especially the most important gift ever—Jesus Christ. Thank
You for sending Your Son to save us from our sins, and for giving us eternal
life in You. In Jesus’ holy and precious name we pray, Amen.
BY GARRETT TJERNAGEL

December 25, 2017
John 1:1–5

A Light to Surpass All Lights
In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness has not overcome it. John 1:4-5

On Christmas Day, we celebrate the ultimate gift mankind would ever
receive—the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords, Jesus Christ, the Savior
of the World. Unlike the gifts you will likely receive today, the gift of
the Messiah is meant to be shared. As we share Jesus in word and deed,
others see a small glimpse of Him as shared by John in today’s reading.
The light of Jesus shines in our lives and we are, by the power of the Holy
Spirit, able to reflect that “Gospel light” to others.
The salvation that the little baby in Bethlehem would bring to us by
His death and resurrection thirty-three years later changed the world.
While we were lost in our trespasses and sins, Jesus came to us and
demonstrated what true love is all about. John is abundantly clear in
sharing that the Light of Christ will overcome the darkness that shrouds
our world from knowledge of the truth as found in Scripture.
Jesus brought grace, mercy, and peace to us and His work of salvation
gives our lives meaning, purpose, and hope. May the Holy Spirit empower
us to share the glory, grace, and truth that comes to us in the Word. Just
as John the Baptist was the designated “advance man” for Jesus before He
began his earthly ministry, may we be Christ’s “advance team” for when
He comes again by loving, serving, and teaching others about God’s grace.
May the true Gift of Christmas shine in and through us as we celebrate the
Nativity of Our Lord once again this year!

Lord God, Please give us the strength to share Your Word with others. As we
celebrate the birth of Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, send Your Holy Spirit
to those who do not yet believe Your amazing salvation story. We pray that
our faith is never extinguished in us and that the brightness of Your Gospel
will fill our lives and the lives of all people. It is in Jesus’ most precious and
holy name we pray, Amen.
BY JAMES SWITCH
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“From heaven above to earth I come
To bear good news to every home;
Glad tidings of great joy I bring,
Whereof I now will say and sing:

He will on you the gifts bestow
Prepared by God for all below,
That in His kingdom, bright and fair,
You may with us His glory share.

To you this night is born a child
Of Mary, chosen virgin mild;
This little child, of lowly birth,
Shall be the joy of all the earth.

These are the tokens ye shall mark:
The swaddling-clothes and manger dark;
There ye shall find the Infant laid
By whom the heavens and earth were made.”

This is the Christ, our God and Lord,
Who in all need shall aid afford;
He will Himself your Savior be
From all your sins to set you free.
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