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Dear Friends of Mayer Lutheran High School,

Advent greetings to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Christmas King!
 Every so often, in my role as the head of Mayer Lutheran High School, 
charged to lead our ministry in preparing the next generation of Christian 
leaders, someone asks me what makes a great leader. I could respond with anecdotes from 
some of the greatest books on leadership ever written. I am able to look through my lens as an 
historian and describe the traits of strong leaders through the centuries. My instinct, though, 
is to share lessons on leadership I have learned from the many people I have been privileged to 
know through the years.
 Please humor me as I share my “Twelve Essential Traits of Christian Leadership.” This list is 
certainly not exhaustive, fully debatable, and the result of observing the very best of leaders 
through my own experiences.

1. A great leader recognizes a toilet plunger, broom, and shovel and is not afraid to use them.
2. A great leader gets down on his knees to speak with little children to meet them where they are.
3. A great leader speaks slow and listens fast.
4. A great leader habitually uses the pronouns “we”, “our”, and “ours”, avoiding “me”, “my”, 
 and “mine”.
5. A great leader is eager to wear the shoes that belong to the people he leads.
6. A great leader does the right thing when no one would ever know.
7. A great leader takes her job seriously, but not herself.
8. A great leader finds humor everywhere, even in the most trying situations.
9. A great leader uncomplainingly takes the blame when things go wrong and eagerly gives credit 
 to everyone else when things go well.
10. A great leader thrives on accountability.
11. A great leader always says “please” and “thank you” to everyone he meets.
12. A great leader is a courageous follower of Jesus who studies His life daily.

 I think the Apostle Paul would find this list to be familiar in his experience as he explained 
the foundation of Christian leadership in his first letter to the Church at Corinth:  Do nothing 
from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than 
yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests 
of others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though 
he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but 
emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 
And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the 
point of death, even death on a cross. (1 Cor. 2:3-8)
 As we consider the life of Jesus, from being born in a humble manger in Bethlehem to dying 
a horrible death on the cross, we cannot help but see what a real leader is like.  At just the right 
time, He came to save us from our sins.  His amazing power and might was placed aside so 
He could become a man, live among us, and put on our shoes as sinful, condemned creatures.  
It was our sin that drove Him to the cross and His great love for us that made Him do it.  His 
example of leadership is the driving force and the framework of everything we teach about 
leadership at Mayer Lutheran and, I pray, for your life as well.
 Have a blessed Advent and Christmas.  May our Lord and Savior be the center of your 
celebration this year and forever as you lead others for Him!

 In Christ,

By Joel Landskroener, MLHS Executive Director 
joel.landskroener@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251- x1007

To submit information for publication in 
The Crusader, please contact Renae Johnson 
at renae.johnson@mayerlutheran.org or 
952-657-2251. Materials due by the 14th of 
each month prior to publication. 

What I Think About Christian Leadership

Back to Back State Champions!!

A Record-Breaking Season

BUILDING HAS BEGUN!
Making way for future Christian leaders
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Photos by Jennifer Tjernagel and Gerry Thomas

Back to Back State Champs!
This year’s volleyball team 
followed up its 2016 state 
championship run with a run 
that may have been even more 
impressive. The Crusaders, 
under the guidance of Coach 
Joelle Grimsley, lost only 
nine sets during the 2017 
campaign. The only two losses 
were to AA champion Maple 
Lake and AAA runnerup Eagan.  
Mayer Lutheran dominated 
the Class A competition, losing 
only one set to a Class A team 
all season, and none in their 
playoff run. 
Congratulations on an historic 
season Crusader volleyball!
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Photos by Gerry Thomas

Football at the Bank!
The Mayer Lutheran football team did something no other football 
team in the school’s history has done: make it to a state semifinal 
game at the big stadium. The Crusaders earned Coach Aurich’s 
200th career victory along the way as they won their second 
consecutive District championship and earned a spot in the state 
tournament for the first time since 2012. 
Congratulations on an historic season Crusader football!
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A C T I V I T I E S  D E P A R T M E N T  N E W S

Fall Sports Recap
By Kris Gustin, Activities Director  |  kris.gustin@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1217

What a fantastic fall Activities season 
at Mayer Lutheran High School. Our 
lone cross country runner, freshman 
Sam Olson, lettered in his first year 
competing at the high school level. Two 
swimmers, freshman Mikayla Eggers and 

sophomore Ashley Schwichtenberg, both lettered in swimming 
at Watertown-Mayer. Our girls soccer team hosted a playoff 
play-in game, eventually losing in overtime to a golden goal. 
Our boys soccer team continued its development, once again 
finishing with a winning record. Both boys and girls soccer played 
in a conference for the first time, allowing players to qualify 
for all conference honors. Junior Megan Thomas was named 
All Conference, while senior Josh Marlatt was named to the All 
Conference Sportsmanship team. Our trapshooting also won the 
conference championship this fall shooting season.
 Our football team was district champions for the second 
consecutive year, going undefeated in the Mid-Southeast West 
District. The Crusaders had seven players named to the All 
District team: Seniors Branden Carlson, Matt Menth, Kenson 
Boelke, Graham Friske and Brock Hoese, Juniors Baden Noennig 
and Kaleb Winter, and sophomore Zander Flucas. Matt Binstock, 
Mitchell Thiesfeld, Austin Bonk and Jack Heinlein were named 
Honorable Mention All-Conference. Kenson Boelke was named 
Mid-Southeast West District defensive MVP, thanks in large part 
to his 46.5 sacks/tackles for loss, which shattered the previous 
state record by over 20! In the Class A State Quarterfinals, Mayer 
Lutheran defeated Goodhue 31-21 to advance to the state 

semifinals for the first time in school history. 
The Crusaders then ended their stellar 2017 
season at US Bank stadium with a loss to 
Minneota. A truly memorable experience! 
 The Mayer Lutheran volleyball team topped 
last season’s state championship by winning 
another one this year. They did not lose a single match to a 
Class A school, finishing the season with a 31-2 record, losing 
only nine sets over the course of the entire season. The only two 
losses were to AA champion Maple Lake and AAA runner up 
Eagan. In going undefeated in the Minnesota River Conference, 
seniors Maddy Hucky, Madi Beck, Sophie Heuer, and Mya 
Chmielewski were named All Conference, while Olivia Tjernagel 
was named Honorable Mention All Conference. At the state 
tournament, Madi beck, Maddy Hucky, and Sophie Heuer were 
named to the Class A All-Tournament Team. Additionally, Maddy 
Hucky, Sophie Heuer and Mya Chmielewski were named to the 
Class A All-State team.
 While this fall was certainly a success in terms of wins and losses, 
we give God thanks for the other successes that all of our activities 
participants experienced. I have firsthand seen our purpose fulfilled 
in all of our activities, as I daily witness our coaches equip students 
for the challenges they will encounter in life, nurture students by 
helping them build lasting relationships, and aspire students to use 
their God-given talents to their fullest to make a positive change in 
others, all in a Christ-centered environment. It is most importantly 
because of this success, as well as our success on the fields and 
courts, that we give God all praise and glory.
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2017 MLHS Volleyball 
and Football Teams
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Booster Club News A D M I S S I O N S  D E P A R T M E N T  N E W S
By Dan Perrel, Director of Enrollment
dan.perrel@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1011, 952-452-2351

Telling Ourselves the Truth

When your child enters seventh and eighth grade the reality that 
you have to make a decision about their high school future sets 
in. Slowly at first, but then with a quickening urgency, you realize 
that life was so much easier when their high school years seemed so far away. But, 
now the time is near, and the weight of the decision presses in on your time, your 
busy schedule, and your struggle to be a wise, discerning parent. 
 Frankly though, even when you are certain your child is going to attend Mayer 
Lutheran for high school, a busy schedule still has a way of pushing you toward 
putting off the need to complete their simple online application. But, when you’re 
not sure where your child should attend high school, the weight of struggle gets a 
whole lot heavier. Maybe you’re feeling it right now?
 Most often, the struggle shows up in one of two ways: 1) You want your child 
to attend MLHS. You know it is the best thing for them but they are showing signs 
that they may not be as interested in MLHS as you are. You quietly debate with 
yourself, “Do I really want to deal with the arguing that this could cause?” 
 Or the struggle shows up like this: 2) You’ve looked at the sacrifice you’d have 
to make for your child to attend MLHS, the best education in the west metro area, 
and you’re hesitating. You’re internally torn between the priority of their future 
versus the “free, sacrifice-less option just down the road,”—aka public school. Yet, 
your child is coming home saying, “I want to go to Mayer Lutheran.” You really like 
the smell of “free” and they really like the aroma of “great.” The debate sets in: 
“Wouldn’t it be great if my child just agreed with me?” Remember, that statement 
works for both of the oft repeated examples above. It’s at this moment that truth is 
most needed. 
 In the first struggle, the truth is that you can have children that disagree with 
you, argue with you, rebel against you, but you are still correct! God’s word is 
absolutely full of story after story of rebellious behavior against the steadfastly 
loving Father—the Father that never backs down, never caves in to us just because 
we are hard to deal with, and never shirks his role as Parent just because we 
relentlessly disagree with him about what constitutes the good life. That’s the truth! 
So, stick to your decision. Mayer Lutheran is the right place and you are the right 
parent. 
 And in the second case, the truth is that when you embraced Jesus through faith, 
you embraced the reality that sacrifice is good, great, awesome! You embraced the 
truth that His sacrifice was your only hope. You embraced the truth that, whether 
you’re fully living this way or not, you too would live a life of sacrifice for the good 
of others. After all, that is exactly why you call yourself a “Christian.” Its meaning is 
to be “Christ-like.” Being Christ-like at this moment can mean making the sacrifice 
your child needs for the awesome good that will come from their attendance at 
Mayer Lutheran. 
 How do you spell sacrifice? The truth is that it can be spelled “no new boat,” or 
“no vacation,” or “this older car will do for a while longer,” or “no remodeling the 
house,” or maybe even “no dining out.” For sacrifice to be sacrifice, the truth is 
that something good is given up for something great. It is time we tell ourselves the 
truth.
 Call me to schedule a meeting, a tour, or an in-home discussion about the great 
things your child will receive from a Mayer Lutheran education. Do it today!

Vinyl Stickers, Coupon Cards and 
MLHS Tumblers for Sale
The Boosters are selling sport specific 
vinyl stickers for football, volleyball, 
basketball, baseball, softball, as well 
as a Crusader Knight. You can put 
these stickers on the windows of your 
vehicle, folders, or your laptop. Stickers 
can be purchased for $5 each as well 
as coupon cards for $20 each at the 
concession stand at all home events. 
   A new item available during the winter 
months, but on a very limited basis, are 
Mayer Lutheran Crusader tumblers, $20 
each. Pick one up before they are gone!

Winter Open Gyms
The Boosters will be hosting “Open 
Gyms” on the second Sunday during 
the months of Dec., Jan., Feb. and 
March from 1:30-3:30 pm (this will be 
the pickle ball tournament). Cost is $5 
per person or $20 per family. Open 
gym is for all ages. Students will need a 
waiver signed by a parent to participate.

FREE Community Movie!
MLHS Boosters will be hosting a FREE 
Community Movie on Sunday, February 
25 from 2–4 pm. Come and join us for a 
movie on the big screen in the Fine Arts 
Center. Concessions will be available for 
purchase. More information to come as 
the event gets closer.

Basketball Game Halftime  
Half-Court Shots
Halftime half-court shots will be back 
again this year at select basketball 
games.  Come and shoot a half-court 
shot for $1.00. You make the shot and 
you win a prize. Half-court shots will 
take place during halftime of the Varsity 
games on December 5, 14, January 22, 
February 1, 20 and 22.

SAVE THE DATE
Pickle Ball Tournament, March 11 
MLHS gym. Watch for more information 
to come as the event gets closer.

Join Us in the Booster Club!
Come one, come all, to our next Booster 
Club meeting on Wednesday, December 
6 at 7 pm in the Media Center.

GO CRUSADERS!
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The 2017 edition of the fall trapshooting team was represented by nine 
awesome shooters. Three new and six veteran shooters took on the ever-
changing weather and shortening daylight hours of the fall to post some 
great scores. The team finished as Conference Champs for Conference 
2A of the Minnesota Clay Target League. The top three male shooters for 
the team were: Joe Welk, Graham Friske, and Austin Crown. Joe received 
a medal for his finish as the third best male shooter in the conference. 
Our lone female shooter, Hailey Duick, finished as the second best female 
shooter in the conference this fall. 
 We look forward to the spring season that begins in early April. New 
shooters are always welcome! Students interested in participating should 
contact Mr. Loontjer to receive information about the spring season.  

MLHS Trapshooting Team (front row, L to R):  Austin Maetzold, Austin Crown, 
Seth Koehnen, Sam Olson, Hailey Duick; (back row) Graham Friske, Joe Welk, 
Jacob Harpel, Zach Froman, and coach Gary Loontjer.

Conference 2A Champs!
MLHS Fall Trapshooting Team

Spirit Week

200 Wins! Congratulations Coach Aurich
Coach Dean Aurich earned his 200th career victory this season when the Crusaders defeated the Cardinals of 
Bethlehem Academy on October 6 in Faribault. This major milestone comes in the 30th season of Coach Aurich’s 
career, one that started in 1985 and has continued ever since, except for a three-year stretch from 2004-2006. 
During his tenure, Mayer Lutheran has won 13 conference championships, two district championships, and five 
section championships. More importantly, in his 30 years Coach Aurich has impacted many young men, molding 
them into Christian leaders. We give great thanks for Coach Aurich and all he has done for Mayer Lutheran. 
To God all praise and glory!

Another way of helping to prepare the next generation of Christian leaders is a click 
away. When you shop online, go to igive.com and shop your favorite online retailers 
from there. A portion of each purchase is given to Mayer Lutheran when you begin 
your shopping at igive.com. What a simple, effective way to raise funds for our 
movement! Call Renae Johnson at 952-657-2251 x1002 for more details or email her 
at renae.johnson@mayerlutheran.org.

®®
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Building is Underway!
Construction on the new fieldhouse, 
commons, and school offices is underway. 
Praise God for this blessing. Please keep 
the ongoing fundraising efforts in your 
prayers—the more we raise now toward 
this project significantly helps the overall 
financial position of Mayer Lutheran as 
we move forward in ministry. 

With the construction comes changes:
 The new northeast entrance and 
the ACTIVITIES ENTRANCE will not be 
available for use.
 To enter the building use the 
Fine Arts Center lobby doors or the 
MLHS Office hallway doors.  
This includes admission for all co-curricular 
events.
 We will lose parking on the east side 
of the building. Parking is available in the 
Fine Arts Center’s WEST LOT (north of the 
FAC, on south side of the building), and 
in the EAST LOT between the cafeteria 
and the football field. On school days, the 
SOUTH LOT will be reserved for guests 
and faculty use.
 The entrance from 62nd street is open 
but you will have to take an immediate 
right to access the building.

MLHS 
Christmas Concert
and Art Exhibit
December 11
7:00 PM

FRIENDS, FAMILY, 
ALUMNI...
Join us at the end of 
the concert for our 
annual Hallelujah 
Chorus sing-a-long! 
Please bring your 
own music. 

MLHS 2017 CHRISTMAS CONCERT & ART EXHIBIT

11 DECEMBER 2017 MAYER LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL 

This past month, Mayer Lutheran High School was CRAZY with 
“going to state” excitement! Both the MLHS FOOTBALL team 
and Volleyball team qualified to participate in Minnesota State 
Tournaments, resulting in a second State Class A championship 
title for Crusader volleyball. What an incredible experience for 
MLHS athletes, their families and friends—memories they will 
never forget!
 Looking at the rosters of these two teams—56 athletes—
all but one (and we were blessed to add that athlete to our 
MLHS family their freshman year of high school from another 
community) participated in MAYER KNIGHTS ACTIVITIES in 
grade school! They were on Mayer Knights teams playing 
football and volleyball with their current teammates back when 
they were smaller than ME! These young people learned the 
intensity and commitment it takes to excel in their sport back in 
their grade school days. 
 Mayer Lutheran is blessed to have had the opportunity to pray 
with these athletes to do their best with their God-given talents 
as they represented MLHS on and off the field and court. 
Thank YOU for supporting the Mayer Knights programs 
which supports Mayer Lutheran High School!

Youth Activities Outreach of Mayer Lutheran High School

ATTENTION! 
Preparing for more 
Christian leaders!

PLEASE GIVE TODAY at mayerlutheran.org
Preparing the Next Generation of Christian Leaders



8

The Crusader
M

A
Y

E
R

L
U

T
H

E
R

A
N

.O
R

G

What comes to mind when someone says the 
word tradition? Perhaps it’s thoughts of time 
spent with family or friends partaking in a special 

activity, or memories of days spent with grandparents 
and extended family members around the holidays. The 
mind might turn to certain events that happen at specific 
times of year, like birthdays and anniversaries, or maybe 
it simply goes to a habit or way of doing something that 
has through repetition become a tradition. Setting aside 
the specific thoughts and memories that accompany 
this word, though they are important, and taking a 
quantitative approach, one can notice the sheer number 
of thoughts and memories associated with it. Traditions 
are ubiquitous and many times centered around positive 
things, but a tradition has been growing recently, one that 
encourages materialistic behaviour and a forgetfulness 
of religious practices and family time. This dangerous, 
growing practice is consumerism. 
 Where does this tradition of consumerism come from? 
It certainly isn’t a new aspect of society, but to define 
an exact point from which consumerism sprang is nearly 
impossible. There have always been those of excessive 
means who showed their vast wealth through material 
items. Certain time periods in the United States have seen 
more of this than others, for instance the prosperous 
1920s and the Gilded Age (late 19th century) with 
its extreme conspicuous consumption. In more recent 
times the appearances and motives for consumerism 
are slightly different, but they still harken back to the 
late 19th century. Today, consumerism may stem from 
an older generation’s desire to provide the youth with 
more than they had. It also comes from a need to 
conform to social norms and present a positive and self-
sufficient image to society, not unlike that of the era of 
conspicuous consumption. For each individual the reason 
for participation in consumerism is different, but it is 
undoubtedly important to understand the motive behind a 
tradition so an evaluation of the tradition can take place. 
 If consumerism is a centuries old tradition, how does 
it manifest itself today? The motives for partaking in 
consumerism vary from person to person and time period 
to time period, but the result is the same. The most 
common and visible form consumerism takes places 
around holidays. Stores consistently begin selling holiday 
merchandise months before the actual holiday, thus 
spreading the tradition and changing the focus of holidays 
such as Christmas and Thanksgiving to commercial goods. 
Days like Black Friday show how rampant and destructive 
consumerism can be. Coming after a day in which one 

should have been reflecting upon the blessings in their 
life and focusing on gratefulness, this “holiday” brings 
about an unhealthy mindset of desiring commercial goods 
and greed. This destructive tradition of consumerism 
doesn’t appear to be disappearing or diminishing, 
because humanity has always had a strong attachment to 
traditions and a desire to preserve them. Modern society 
is no different in this regard as it preserves traditions, 
both beneficial and destructive. Tradition is necessary, 
but rejecting change and clinging to traditional practices 
regardless of the impact these traditions may have on 
society is dangerous.
 Traditions are found in every life event, but they are 
most visible during the holidays, especially Christmas. 
During this time, society turns its focus on commercial 
items, tangible items that appear on wish lists and under 
trees across the U.S. This should not be society’s focus. It 
should not be on the latest gadget or trendy clothing item, 
but on something, just as tangible, but far 
more valuable: people. The concentration 
should be on family, friends, strangers, 
neighbors, and coworkers. Kindness 
and the giving of gifts of compassion, 
helpfulness, and thoughtfulness 
ought to replace the current 
tradition, converting consumerism 
into service. 
 Along with this focus on the 
people of various communities, there 
is one person who should be at the 
center of this time: Jesus Christ. 
You may have heard it said quite often 
that Jesus is the reason for the season, 
but the prevalence of this phrase does 
not lessen its validity. Without Him there 
is no gift of grace and salvation, no holiday, 
no related traditions, and certainly no need 
to redirect society’s attention. 

The Tradition of Consumerism
By Katelyn Cooper, MLHS senior
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Preparing the next generation of Christian leaders

MLHS senior, 
Erdmann, receives 
essay award
What difference does the 
Lutheran Reformation make 
in the world today?
By Johnny Erdmann, Grade 12

The following 
essay was 
submitted by 
MLHS senior, 
Johnny Erdmann, 
as part of a 
Reformation 
essay contest 
offered by 
Concordia 

University–Mequon. The essay answers 
the question, “What difference does the 
Lutheran Reformation make in the world 
today?” Johnny was awarded 2nd place in 
the contest and received a generous cash 
prize for his effort.

Five hundred years ago, Martin Luther 
began a reformation movement 
that would change the course of 

history for the church. He worked to 
challenge the teachings and practices of 
the Roman Catholic Church in order to 
ensure a true sharing of God’s gospel. 
Luther’s successes provided for a number 
of changes that not only shaped the 
Lutheran church, but also provided 
for future implementations that have 
a prominent role in the world today. 
Through Luther’s work to reform the 
Roman Catholic Church, he set up a 
system of freedoms and policies that 
still hold importance in today’s societies 
around the world.
 Martin Luther, a Catholic monk, saw 
that the Roman Catholic Church had 
been hiding the true word of God from 
the people. The church encouraged the 
sale of indulgences to buy salvation, and 
they kept the Bible from the peoples’ 
sight. No one could read or hear the 
Bible unless the church preached it to 
them. After translating numerous copies 
of the Bible to German, Luther realized 
that God’s gospel of salvation through 
faith in Jesus Christ was the ultimate 
truth, and that it had been hidden by the 
church in order to collect the people’s 
money and to deny them their rights as 

Christians. The Roman Catholic Church 
used a very totalitarian system over its 
followers, and in and ways, it controlled 
their lives. Thankfully, Martin Luther was 
willing to challenge the overpowering 
papacy by nailing 95 theses to the door 
of the church. He proclaimed that all 
fall short of God’s glory, but by grace 
through faith in Jesus Christ, all can be 
saved. He taught that salvation cannot 
be bought, and the papacy has no 
governing power over the people. Luther 
successfully reformed the church, and 
allowed all people access to the Bible. 
The people were free from the hold of 
the Roman Catholic papacy, and they 
were revealed the true gospel.
 Luther’s work changed the course of 
church history, and contributed to many 
principles and ideas that shape the world 
today. The papacy once had control over 
the people and their salvation; however, 
Luther challenged the role of the church 
in society, freeing the people from the 
papacy’s control and giving them hope 
for salvation in Christ. In doing so, he 
also contributed essential thought that 
led to the creation of the principle of 
separation of church and state. This 
Christian principle is a very important 
in the structure of the United States 
today. Many government structures 
around the world rely on Luther’s idea 
that the people are not to be controlled 
by the church or government structures 
(which the Roman Catholic Church 
functioned as), but should be granted 
political liberty. Luther’s challenges to the 
power of the papacy led to new ideas 
such as the rule of law, which states 
that all people, no matter what status, 
are subject to the law - both God’s law 
and the law of the land. This is a very 
important ideal that restricts the power 
of government and grants certain 
rights to people which cannot be 
overstepped by the government (or 
the church for that matter). This 
holds fast in America through the 
Constitution, and in many other 
constitutional republics around 
the world, which were made 
possible through the Reformation. 
 The Reformation also provided 
the idea that an individual is not 
limited to what he or she can think. 
Because of Luther’s successful efforts 
to remove the church’s influence and 
control over people’s lives, people were 

(and are today) given the encouragement 
to think freely without the 
oppressiveness of a controlling system 
telling them what they can and can’t do. 
Because of this, many people around 
the world are given the motivation work 
hard in any field, and for Christians, 
any field of work can be used for God’s 
glory. The civil liberties Luther stood 
for spread throughout the civilizations 
of the world and freed many from the 
bondage of slavery and persecution 
through Christian influence. Through his 
work, ideas such as religious freedom 
and freedom of thought ring true in 
many countries today, and where they 
do not, there are people who are willing 
to fight for those rights because of what 
they know to be true. Luther’s early 
translations of God’s Word to German 
led to many more translations giving 
people around the world the opportunity 
know Christ. Most importantly, Luther’s 
Reformation provided for people around 
the world have the chance to hear the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 Martin Luther dramatically altered 
the state and role of the church 
toward people and society. He boldly 
challenged the teachings of the Roman 
Catholic Church, and in doing so, he 
granted a number of religious and 
economic principles that shape the rest 
of the world today. His contributions 
through the Reformation are often 
taken for granted, yet they are of much 
importance for all people of the world. 
This year, 2017, marks 500 years of 
a legacy that has structured and re-
structured many religious and political 
systems around the world.
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2017 Mayer Lutheran High School Mission Trip Team
On December 27, the 13th edition of our annual mission trip to Ysleta Lutheran Mission will leave for El Paso, TX.  A mix of 52 students and 
adults will be building four small homes for families in Anapra (a section of Juarez, Mexico), not to mention just loving on kids in Jesus’ 
name for a week. The group would greatly appreciate your prayers!

MLHS Mission Team (alphabetical order): Lane Bode, Katie Clark, Lindsey Caulfield, Mya Chmielewski, Grace Cushman, Anna Dressel, Johnny Erdmann, Zander Flucas, Shelby 
Gabbert, Taylor Gabbert, Harrison Green, Brady Harnung, Jack Heinlein, Sophia Heuer, Symone Jopp, Nicole Klaustermeier, Grace Litzau, Josh Marlatt, Josh Masters, Mark 
Masters, Brooke Paulsrud, Cole Stramer, Jimmy Switch, Joey Switch, Alex Telford, Megan Thomas, Olivia Tjernagel, Anna Wachholz, Nevin Waldron, Lauren Wandersee. 
Mission Team Leaders: Mr. David Lane, Mr. Dean Aurich (Students missing from photo: Garrett Tjernagel, Claudia Stahlke.)

Winona Honors Band
On November 3, three MLHS students set out for Winona State University to participate in a music-filled weekend. Having been 
selected and recommended by MLHS bands director James Dulas for the 40th annual WSU High School Honor Band Festival, Kaitlyn 
Andersen, Katelyn Cooper, and Spencer Dulas had the tremendous opportunity to take part in this festival. Along with 150 students 
from 27 different high schools from across Minnesota and Wisconsin, these students started off their experience with auditions 
and then moved into the rehearsal process. Under the direction of Dr. Donald Lovejoy, the students worked hard to ready the five 

selections they received on Friday for their concert the following evening. They spent 
twelve exhausting and exhilarating cumulative hours rehearsing their pieces, sharing 
jokes and laughter while working hard. On Saturday, November 4, the honor band 
took to the stage in a joint concert with the Winona State University Symphonic 
Wind Ensemble. Their efforts paid off as they shared a wonderful performance of 
their selections which included the pieces Abram’s Pursuit by David Holsinger and 
Dusk by Steven Bryant. These students gained invaluable experience and had a 
wonderful time sharing their musical talents with fellow musicians and the audience. 

MLHS Honors Band participants (L to R): Spencer Dulas, 
Katelyn Cooper, and Kaitlyn Andersen 

By Katelyn Cooper, MLHS senior
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Stephanie Genske, Children’s Ministry Director– 
Trinity Lutheran Church and 
School, Waconia shares: 
Graham Friske (senior) has 
been volunteering in Trinity’s 
Vacation Bible School program 
since 2011, filling numerous 
roles and providing assistance 
to the VBS teachers. In 2016 
Graham filled a leadership 
role in the VBS program with 
Brooke Friske (freshman) 
assisting him.  
 In addition, Brooke and 
Graham have been serving in the Point Kidz 
program at Trinity. Graham has been a leader in this program 
working with preschool 4-year-olds as well as 2nd and 3rd 
graders. Brooke has served as a helper in this program in the 
past and this year has become a leader with the 3rd graders. 
 Mrs. Genske wrote, “Graham is always willing to help out 
and he is patient, kind, and very good with the kids. He takes 
the time to get to know the kids and talks to them about life 
and the Bible. Brooke took charge of the Bible memory booth 
and the organization of it when no one else would. She is very 
organized and is good with the kids.” 
 Graham and Brooke’s parents are Mark and Kristine Friske of 
Waconia, MN.)

Anders Davidson, Family Life Pastor–Trinity Lutheran Church and 
School, Waconia shares:
“Alex Telford and Josh Marlatt (seniors) have teamed up to 
lead Trinity  Lutheran Church-Waconia’s middle school group on 
Sunday mornings. Each week they have the opportunity to 

share their faith and utilize their 
leadership personalities in facilitating this 
Bible study. Beyond the study time, they 
have done a great job creating a relaxed, 
fun environment for these youth to 
connect in. It’s fantastic to see faith 
being shared and grown, relationships 
being formed, and these two men 
mentoring their younger peers. It’s a 
privilege to have Josh and Alex leading ministry with us!”
 Stephanie Genske, Children’s Ministry Director–Trinity 
Lutheran Church and School, Waconia, added her appreciation 
for Josh and Alex’s service in Trinity’s Vacation Bible School 
program as well.
 Alex’s parents are Kevin and Tammy 
Telford of Waconia, MN.
 Josh’s parents are Jeff and Kristine 
Marlatt of Minnetrista, MN.

Josh Marlatt was also nominated by 
Mr. Polding, MLHS soccer coach, and 
Mr. Loontjer, teacher. 
 Mr. Polding appreciated Josh’s 
exemplary leadership as soccer captain, 
calling him ‘a shining example of a true leader to his teammates 
and younger players in the program.’ In addition, Mr. Polding 
observes that this exemplary servant leadership seems to be 
evident in every aspect of his life at school.
 Mr. Loontjer recognized the exemplary quality of the 
academic work submitted by him in the rigorous AP Physics 
course, as well as the way his classmates seek him out for a 
feedback on their work.  

Student Spotlight
Service Students of the Month
Graham Friske, Brooke Friske, 
Alex Telford, Josh Marlatt

Academic Student of the Month
Josh Marlatt

Alex Telford

Josh Marlatt

By Barbara Hoback  |  barbara.hoback@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1203

This year there are staffing changes in the Math Department. Mr. Wilaby is teaching Foundations of Geometry 
class that is a new addition to our curriculum. Prior to moving into administration, he was a full-time math teacher 
so he brings years of experience to this position. Mrs. Hoback and Mr. Lane continue to cover the other math 
classes in the department.

Each year, at the end of the year, the math teachers evaluate their previous year against the standards of the 
department. This year, the Math Department is one of the areas that will look at their standards and evaluate to make sure they meeting 
the needs of the students and that they reflect the actual teaching that occurs in the classroom. As part of this process, we look at the 
State of Minnesota standards, as well as that of at least one other state. We also look at the input we receive from the ACT that shows 
the strengths and weaknesses of our students as reflected on the ACT scores of our recent graduates. By combining this information, 
we revise our standards to continue to improve the math education of the students at Mayer Lutheran High School.

M A T H  D E P A R T M E N T  N E W S
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Anthony Stender is a 1989 graduate of 
Mayer Lutheran High School. Anthony 
currently lives in Ohio where he is an 
assistant professor in forensic analytical 
chemistry at Ohio University. He teaches 
classes in forensic science and also 
conducts research with both graduate 
and undergraduate students. He has held 
this job since the beginning of 2017. 
Anthony’s parents are John and Annette 
Stender from Young America and are so 
proud of all he has accomplished. 
 Anthony has been busy since 1989 
and has earned the following degrees 
from the following schools; University 
of Michigan, University of Wisconsin-
River Falls, South Dakota School of 
Mines, Hamline University, University of 
Oklahoma, Iowa State University; B.S. 
in Mathematics, M.S. in Meteorology, 
a Certificate in Forensic Science, Ph.D. 
in Analytical Chemistry. Anthony 
tells us that he is mostly interested 
in plasmonics. In his own words he 
explains: “My educational training is in 
the areas of microscopy, imaging, and 
plasmonics. I plan to use those tools to 
study problems of interest to forensic 
science. In my job, I spend a majority 
of my time writing, performing data 
analysis, and collecting data at the 
microscope. In other words, I don’t do 
much actual bench chemistry. I joke 
with many people that I’m not actually a 
chemist. I do think of myself as more of a 
data analyst and materials scientist.
 Plasmonics is a branch of 
nanotechnology research, and only a 

handful of materials exhibit plasmonic 
behavior. Gold and silver are two 
examples of plasmonic metals. If 
you synthesize a nano-sized gold 
nanoparticle and illuminate it with light, 
it will produce an intense signal that can 
be detected with a microscope. Many of 
the red stained glass windows in Europe 
from the Middle Ages actually have gold 
nanoparticles in them. Even the Romans 
created colorful pieces of glass that 
contained gold nanoparticles. Plasmonics 
has been an area of intense research for 
about the last 20 years now. My work 
has given me quite a few opportunities 
to travel. So far I have only traveled 
within the United States, but I may have 
opportunities to travel internationally 
in the future. On the forensic side, I am 
building collaborations with scientists in 
crime labs to find crucial problems that 
deserve study and that I can assist with 
solving.” 
 With all those skills and blessings one 
would think that Anthony has it pretty 
good but he also has challenges; “Time 
management can be a challenge. In 
my work, there are many pressures on 
my time, and as a result, I often have 
to say “no” to opportunities that come 
along. Staying connected with those 
who are close to me can be difficult. 
Despite all the methods to stay in touch 
with people, I find it difficult to keep 
connected to friends and families at 
times, and I also have to miss out on 
events that I wish I could attend.” 
 Anthony has also achieved a few 
awards during his tenure at Iowa State. 
He was granted a fellowship award that 
opened the door for him to work for two 
years at Rice University. Throughout all 
of these academic achievements he still 
remembers his humble beginnings here 
at Mayer Lutheran High School. “When 
I went to MLHS, I developed good study 
habits that have helped me over the 
years. I also learned the importance of 
exercising both sides of my brain each 
day.” These study skills also allow him 
to volunteer during the small time he 
is away from his work. He has been 
and appraiser/judge for Destination 
Imagination for two years! 
 When asked about how Mayer 

Lutheran High School prepared him to be 
a Christian leader, Anthony says; “Being 
a leader is a process, and my time at 
MLHS was just the beginning of it. Every 
journey begins with a single step, and 
sometimes that first step is the hardest 
one to take. MLHS was a safe place to 
learn and grow and set my personal 
priorities, and my time there has served 
me well in many ways over the years.” 
 Anthony also has a passion for Christ 
through what he experienced at Mayer 
Lutheran High School and has words of 
wisdom for us all; “MLHS taught me to 
think critically, and nowadays, it seems 
as if many people complain about the 
quality of education. Critical thinking, 
writing, math, those are the most 
important skills I walked away with when 
I left MLHS. But I also came to appreciate 
the arts at MLHS. I’m a scientist by trade, 
but I love the arts and have several 
friends who are artists and have opened 
my eyes to a different perspective on the 
world. Being encouraged to be involved 
in the arts at MLHS (drama club, choir, 
taking Mr. Dorn’s drawing class) has had 
an influence on me and has taught me 
how to express my ideas in a meaningful 
and Christian way. 
 I’m where I am today, because God put 
me here. I wanted to work as a scientist, 
but I wasn’t sure where that was going 
to lead me. I always thought I would live 
close to home, but God always opened 
up just one door for me at a time. So at 
times, I feel like God didn’t give me a 
choice of where to go, but I was praying 
for His guidance, and He led me. I was 
deeply interested in Paul’s journeys (and 
many explorers) in my youth, and not 
until recently did I wake up and realize 
that God has given me the opportunity 
to explore more of the world than I had 
ever anticipated. When I think of who 
inspires me, it’s people like Mike Rowe, 
who hold a high regard for everyday jobs 
and hard work and working with your 
hands as much as with your head. Those 
are the aspects of my work that I actually 
enjoy the most, and I have often found 
this feeling of bonding with co-workers 
when I worked in retail or performed 
more manual labor.  I don’t make new 
friends easily, but I have found that my 

Crusader Cru
MLHS ALUMNI NEWS

WELCOME TO THE CRUSADER CRUX where we highlight how Jesus is alive in 
fellow alums lives.

Anthony Stender
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IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR!  
Support future Christian leaders with an on-line 
gift. To donate, go tomayerlutheran.org and click on 
“Give” at the top of the menu. While you are making 
a gift, consider making it a “recurring” gift to save you time in 
the future. Thank you for your support and partnership in our 
movement to prepare Christian leaders!

MLHS Alumni! 
Have you...recently been married? Had a baby? Moved? Changed 
phone numbers or have a different email? Stay connected and 
update your contact information under the “Community” tab at 
mayerlutheran.org or email susan.parrish@mayerlutheran.org. 
(Send a picture to share, too!)

We want to hear from you! 
We want to hear from you and learn what God is doing 
in your life. Each of you has an amazing story to share so 
follow the link mlhs.wufoo.com/forms/alumni-profile/, 
take a few minutes to fill out the form, send us a picture 
and we’ll get the word out! Questions? Email susan.
parrish@mayerlutheran.org.

Alumni Corner
By Susan Parrish, Alumni Director
susan.parrish@mayerlutheran.org  |  612-749-4578

 

 

 

 

MLHS CHRISTMAS CONCERT & GIFT
Alumni, don’t miss the MLHS Christmas Concert on 
December 11 at 7:00 pm! Not only will you enjoy an 
evening of wonderful music, but you will also receive a 
Christmas gift. We have enough for the first 80 alumni 
who stop by our table. See you there!

CHURCH WORKER ALUMNI
Mayer Lutheran High School wishes to acknowledge and give thanks to God for 
those alumni who are serving in the full-time ministry field or who have served in 
the past. If you would like to be added to our list, follow the link on our alumni 
Facebook page, email susan.parrish@mayerlutheran.org, or call 612-749-4578.

MILITARY ALUMNI
Mayer Lutheran High School wishes to acknowledge and thank alumni who are 
currently serving the United States in the military or who have served in the past. 
If you would like to be added to our list, follow the link on our alumni Facebook 
page, email susan.parrish@mayerlutheran.org, or call 612-749-4578.

closest friends are those with whom I 
can discuss matters of faith. We do not 
agree on every point, but as a result, 
I feel sharpened and challenged over 
time. 
 God has a sense of humor. Life is filled 
with irony. So laugh and enjoy life. Don’t 
take everything personally. This may 
sound crazy, but I get migraines, and 
they come unexpectedly and will entirely 
ruin a day for me. But they have also 
taught me to appreciate the good days, 
and I don’t get as easily stressed out over 
little annoying problems anymore.” 
 God has also moved him to write and 
publish a book of science fiction, Ground 
State (Odyssey of the Last Scientist Book 
1). He is currently working on the second 
book, due out the end of this year.  
 Truly, Anthony’s life is full of blessings. 
Thanks for making the work of your life 
underlined with Christ’s word, you are an 
inspiration to us all.

(Crusader Crux, continued from previous page)
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All of the MLHS seniors are on track for graduation! 
The challenge is that they continue with their academics 
and finish strong this entire school year. We can all keep 
encouraging them! 
 Seniors, make sure that you have applied to several colleges and don’t forget 
to ask for recommendation letters from teachers, pastors, or employers. Filling 
out the FAFSA can begin at any time. Continue to look for scholarships posted 
on Moodle, the Daily Blast, on our website (mayerlutheran.org), and information 
sent through Email Extra. 
 I met with juniors to discuss scheduling changes, credits needed for 
graduation, college choices and visits, and more.
 When the ASPIRE test results arrive, I will visit the freshmen and sophomore 
English classes and have them research where their interests, abilities, and 
values lie. This helps them look more closely into a future career as well as align 
where they can study to fulfill this future major. Freshmen will explore two 
different careers and write a paper on one of those careers for an English credit. 
Sophomores will research three colleges, universities, or the military to learn 
more about what it takes to be accepted into any one of these organizations. 
Students will submit this information through a paper for a grade.
 PSAT results will be shared with juniors when the scores are returned to me. 
Here are some thoughts about what you can do: 
• Help your child plan for taking the ACT in the spring. 
• Begin researching colleges and making college visits.
• Make sure your child is taking college prep courses. 
• Begin scholarship searches for senior year.
• Discuss setting some future goals and periodically check in to see how your 
child is progressing forward with those goals. It’s not too early to begin this 
search as time in high school flies by. Let me know if I can be of assistance!

If you need any further 
assistance from me regarding 
any type of counseling issue, 
testing, scholarship information 
or other, please feel free to 
contact me.
Have a wonderful Christmas, 
celebrating the birth of our 
King…Jesus Christ!

2018 ACT Dates:  
February 10 
(register by January 5)

April 14 
(register by March 9)

June 9—held at MLHS 
(register by May 4)

By Debra Kelzer, Guidance Counselor
debra.kelzer@mayerlutheran.org   |  952-657-2251 x1012

Counselor’s Corner
T H E  L A S T  W O R D

School Choice

By Kevin Wilaby, Principal 
kevin.wilaby@mayerlutheran.org
952-657-2251 x1008

When God blesses a couple with 
children, life changes. Priorities are 
adjusted as the needs of the child replace 
the needs of the parents. Parents are so 
excited about their son or daughter; they 
see their child as amazing and beautiful. 
They desire what is best for their child 
and they begin to dream about the 
future and what they hope their child 
will become. Parents will spend less 
time enjoying their ‘hobbies’ as they 
invest their time in the activities that 
interest their child. They are committed 
to making their child’s life very good and 
are willing to make sacrifices.
 Time flies by as infants become 
toddlers and toddlers become school-
age children. Very soon, parents must 
determine what school (public, private, 
Christian) or educational system (online 
or homeschool) they will choose for their 
children. Most recognize that there is a 
connection between the education that 
their child receives and the future success 
of the child. The school decision is not 
taken lightly. Parents want their children 
to receive a quality education that will 
prepare them to be successful in careers 
and in life.
Depending on where a family lives, they 
may find that there are several school 
options to consider, some better than 
others. There is an education crisis in 
our country in which some students 
do not have an equal opportunity 

to receive a quality education. Often 
these students live in a school district 
where poverty is an issue. So, across 
the nation some states or cities have 
created systems, such as vouchers or tax 
credits, that provide parents with the 
financial assistance they need in order to 
choose a private or Christian school for 
their children. Parents should be able to 
choose the school that they believe will 

...there is a connection 
between the education that 
their child receives and the 
future success of the child.
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T H E  L A S T  W O R D   (School Choice, continued from previous page)

best prepare their son or daughter to 
be successful at college, in their career, 
and in life. Christian schools like Mayer 
Lutheran provide an option that parents 
should consider. 
 There was a time when Christian 
parents believed that an education in 
a Christ-centered environment was 
worth the financial sacrifice. Times 
are changing and now more and 
more parents are questioning whether 
the financial sacrifice is worth it. For 
Christian parents there is an even greater 
issue at hand in making a school choice 
than the financial one. When this issue is 
understood, it may make parents realize 
that they can’t afford not to send their 
child to a Christian school.

 We know that our world is broken 
because of sin. Satan, wants to separate 
us from Christ. More specifically, consider 
this: If Satan can find a way to remove 
the opportunities for children to be 
taught in Christ-centered schools, ones 
that proclaim Jesus Christ as the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life, then in several 
generations there will be an impact on 
the number of Christians that remain. 
The success of Satan’s strategy is already 
evident.
 For instance, there is a growing 
concern in the church that young adults, 
who grew up going to church, are 
walking away from church attendance 
and the Christian faith. These young 
adults and even our children have 
grown up, and are growing up, in a 
world that is post-Christian—a world 
that is rejecting Biblical truth and with it 
the need for Jesus Christ. A significant 
battlefield in this erosion of faith is found 
in schools and in the curriculum that is 
being taught in them. Christ has been 
removed from public education. Secular 
curriculums are teaching ‘truths’ that 

are not founded on God’s Word. There 
are curriculums that teach that absolute 
truth (God’s Word) does not exist, but 
that truth is actually relative and based 
on the experience of the individual. This 
way of thinking is being pushed on our 
children and they are learning it. There 
are curriculums that are redefining 
marriage and gender in ways that are 
not Biblical. These curriculums contain 
many ideas that are not Biblical. These 
curriculums are written for public schools 
by major curriculum publishers and they 
are being adopted. This means that a 
signification segment of the current 
generation and future generations of 
students will be indoctrinated into a way 
of understanding the world that will 

have left Christ and 
Biblical truth out 
of the educational 
process. The impact 
of this is eternal.
School choice is 
more significant 
now than ever 
before. The financial 

challenges and sacrifices associated with 
choosing a Christ-centered school do 
exist, but they are well worth making. 
Especially in light of what is happening 
in secular curriculums and education. 
Students need to be in a school that 
professes Christ as Lord and Savior; in 
schools that teach the Bible as God’s 
inerrant Word and the source of truth. In 
schools that can teach about confession 
and forgiveness of sins, that help 
students understand and experience 
God’s unconditional love, so that they 
will—by the power of the Holy Spirt—
desire to share the love of God and the 
Gospel of salvation with people who 
need to hear it. Christian education, 
founded on God’s Word, is essential and 
must be passed on to future generations.
 The education that is offered at Mayer 
Lutheran is exceptional and it is focused 
on Jesus Christ and the inerrant Word 
of God as the source of truth. Students 
are pushed to grow in intellect and 
maturity. They complete rigorous courses 
that challenge students to learn to apply 
their minds to learn new material and 

apply previous 
knowledge in new 
ways. Students 
gain life skills 
as they learn to 
organize and 
prioritize their lives to meet the academic 
demands that are set before them. They 
are equipped to lead their lives, believing 
in Jesus and responding to the love of 
God through their example. Consider 
what some alumni from the class of 
2017 have to say as they are now in the 
midst of their first semester of college.

“Mayer Lutheran has done a wonderful 
job of preparing me for college both 
spiritually and academically. Spiritually 
it has helped me make faith an 
important part of my everyday life.” 

“At Mayer Lutheran, advanced 
coursework and a challenging 
curriculum made me the determined 
and confident student that I am today.”

”…much of the material I learned in 
high school, comes up again in college 
and having that precursor makes life so 
much easier.”

“I am able to use things that I have 
learned at Mayer to defend my faith, 
answer tough questions from people 
who don’t share my views, and make 
smart choices when faced with difficult 
ethical decisions. My experiences at 
Mayer have also encouraged me to 
get involved here at school with Bible 
studies, to go to chapel and to continue 
to look for ways to grow in my faith.”

We must equip our students, our 
children, to be faithful in a world that 
is becoming increasing intolerant of the 
Gospel and of the inspired and inerrant 
Scriptures as the ultimate source of truth.

A significant battlefield in this erosion 
of faith is found in schools and in the 
curriculum that is being taught in them. 
Christ has been removed from public 
education. Secular curriculums are teaching 
‘truths’ that are not founded on God’s Word.

Preparing the 
Next Generation 
of Christian Leaders
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From the entire staff at 

Mayer Lutheran High School,  

we wish you a blessed, 

Christ-filled Christmas!

Wonderful • Counsellor • Mighty God • Everlasting Father • Prince of Peace

MAYER LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL

For unto us a child is born, 
unto us a son is given,
and the government 

shall be upon His shoulder;
and His name shall be called, 

Wonderful, Counsellor, 
the mighty God, 

the Everlasting Father, 
the Prince of Peace.

Handel’s Messiah, based on Isaiah 9:6


