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It’s All About Who You Know

SnoFest 2018!!

Make Your Mark: MLHS Missions

Crusaders for a Cure—February 3rd!

Dear Friends of Mayer Lutheran High School,

Greetings to you in the name of Jesus Christ as we soon begin the holy season of Lent!
 The mission of Mayer Lutheran High School is to prepare the next generation of Christian 
leaders! As a Lutheran high school, what, exactly is the key outcome we strive for to achieve 
this challenging goal? First, and foremost, we want graduates who know God’s Word and are 
able to share it in love and defend it with skill. As they do so, they will fulfill our understanding 
of Christian leadership by influencing others to know and follow Jesus. Indeed, it is that 
influence, not job titles, positions of authority, or places on a flow chart, that define Christian 
leadership at Mayer Lutheran.
 As our alumni go about their lives, newly-minted and seasoned alike, we have ample 
anecdotal evidence that our mission is being met, even if imperfectly so, and that loving, wise, 
and productive people who once roamed our halls are really influencing the world for Jesus in 
remarkable ways. Each month in this newsletter, you are able to read about just a small portion 
of the 3,400 alumni who have put their skills to work and are doing amazing things with their 
lives. I would encourage all the alumni, and parents of graduates, reading this to help us by 
continuing to share your stories with us. You are invited to contact me or Susan Parrish, our 
Director of Alumni Engagement (susan.parrish@mayerlutheran.org ).
 A wise friend once told me, “You don’t need to be the smartest person in the world. You 
simply need to know the smartest person in the world.” When it comes to our graduates, this 
statement has never been more true. I often contact alumni who are experts in their respective 
fields and they have always been helpful and eager to provide guidance. I have connected 
alumni with fellow alumni in providing networking opportunities, both professionally and 
personally, usually with very positive results. Indeed, the well-trained Christian leaders who 
attended Mayer Lutheran are a dynamo that generates a powerful Christian influence on a 
world that so badly needs it.
 And why shouldn’t they? During their time as a student, they studied the “smartest person 
in the world,” Jesus Christ. Jesus, in His high priestly prayer in John 17, shares, “And this is 
eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 
(v.3). By the power of the Holy Spirit, we were made to know “the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ” whom He sent. While Jesus was a powerful teacher, a 
remarkable healer, and a compassionate friend, He was, most 
importantly, God’s Son who would suffer and die on the cross 
for our inability to perfectly follow the Law. Death’s grip could 
not hold Him, however. He rose from the dead and because 
Jesus did so, so will we! When it comes to our salvation, it 
really is about “Who you know!”
 As we head into the Lenten season, may you continue to 
grow in your faith and in your knowledge of Jesus. May you 
look for ways to influence others for Jesus, And, may you 
always use your skills and talents to serve Him in all you do!

Influencing Others for Jesus,
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MLHS Open House!
 Tuesday, February 6
  7 PM • Fine Arts Lobby
      Meet the next generation 
     of Christian Leaders!
    
      • Tours
       • Meet & Greet
        • Student Panel 
        

A D M I S S I O N S  D E P A R T M E N T  N E W S
By Dan Perrel, Director of Enrollment  |  dan.perrel@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1011, 952-452-2351 (c)

Making the right choices for your child as they moved into 
elementary school was, I’m certain, an important and soul-
searching time in your family’s life. That was probably especially 
true for your first child’s entrance into their formal school years. 
Now you’re at another transition—high school. Formal 
education just stepped up a notch, and I suspect so has your 
consideration, prayer, and family discussion about what is best. 
You need no reminder that this is a pivotal time in your soon-
to-be teen’s life. The list of significant events on their horizon is 
long—high school activities, college preparation, dating, driving, 
significantly increased independence, ACT testing, and the first 
serious look at a near-future career are but a few of the things 
they are about to encounter. 
 So what are your options? Among them is Mayer Lutheran 
High School, a Christian high school education focused on 
equipping, discipling, and nurturing the development of your 
child in more than the traditional, one dimensional approach 
that’s centered on mere academic success. 
 “Intentionality” is quite a popular word these days, but 
it is a good word, and it does accurately describe the way 
Mayer Lutheran High School approaches the strategic steps 
required to prepare young adults for the challenges they’ll 
face as committed Christ-followers in a world full of serious 
competition—competition for their attention, desires, loves, 
motivations, and commitments. 
 Our “Make Your Mark” logo depicts our dedication to giving 
our students opportunities to pursue their passions. And while 
they’re pursing them, we are simultaneously committed to 
planting and nurturing a dedication to the discipline of study—a 
habit that will reap benefits far beyond letter 
grades. The growth of disciplined study habits 
is most likely behind the terrific success MLHS 
students have achieved on the ACT. We out-
pace the public schools that surround us. 
 Mayer Lutheran is not just “an” option 

among all the choices available to you in 
Carver County. It is “the” option for your 
family’s selection process. You want the 
best for your children. You’ve wanted 
that since they entered into elementary 
school. You know full-well that flashy 
buildings and 100’s of course offerings aren’t an indication of 
quality in education—outcomes are! We focus on the results. 
Our outcomes speak directly to the quality you want. Want 
evidence? Come meet with our seniors.
 This is an important time in the life of your child and your 
family. We understand that, and know that a successful high 
school experience depends on us working closely with you in a 
collaborative effort. Let’s begin that effort by getting together 
to talk, develop a new friendship, and explore the wonderful 
opportunities that lay ahead as your family becomes another 
strong link in the supportive MLHS community of families.

MLHS 2018-19 Enrollment is Now Open
Returning Student Re-enrollment
• The returning student application fee of $100 is due no
  later than March 1
• The re-enrollment fee of $650 is due no later May 1
(Missed fee dates result in a fee increase of $100 per fee.)
 
New Student Application and Enrollment
• The new student application is available online. Fee is $25.
 Completing the application gives you access to enrollment.
• The new student enrollment fee of $650 is due no later 
 than May 1
 
Need-based Student Aid
• Applications for student aid are available online. Due no 
 later than March 1

Transitions: Heading Toward High School
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CORONATION
February 6  •  6 PM  •  Fine Arts Center

SNOFEST COURT
Freshmen–Zac Hatfield, Kelsey Schiefelbein 
Sophomores–Parker Grahn, Kylie Herrmann 
Juniors–Sawyer Kubasch, Justine Michalk 

Seniors–Alex Telford, Johnny Erdmann, 
Graham Friske, James Switch, Matt Menth, 
Sophie Heuer, Maddy Hucky, Mallory Kuntz, 

Madi Beck, Olivia Quiram 
Emcees–Garrett Tjernagel and Lane Bode

 
ACTIVITIES

February 5
Boys Basketball at Tri-City 

Girls Basketball at St. Peter

February 8 
Girls Basketball at Belle Plain

February 9
 Boys Basketball vs Jordan at MLHS

 

DRESS UP DAYS
February 5  •  Good Morning America 

(Pajama vs America)
February 6  •  Country vs Country Club

February 7  •  Doctor vs Patient
February 8  •  Lumberjack vs Tree

February 9  •  Crusader Day

PEP FEST 
 February 9  •  Gym

SADIES DANCE
February 10  •  7 PM

Front row:  Kylie Herrmann, Olivia Quiram, Madison Hucky, Madison Beck, Mallory Kuntz, Sophia Heuer. Back row: Graham Friske, Sawyer Kubasch, 
Matt Menth, Zacary Hatfield, Parker Grahn, Johnny Erdmann, James Switch, Alex Telford, Kelsey Schiefelbein. Not pictured: Justine Michalk
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A C T I V I T I E S  D E P A R T M E N T  N E W S
By Kris Gustin, Activities Director  |  kris.gustin@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1217

AAA AWARDS

On Wednesday, January 10, seniors Joshua 
Marlatt and Katelyn Cooper were recognized 
as Mayer Lutheran’s representative at the District 
AAA banquet. The AAA award recognizes 
excellence in Academics, Arts and Athletics. Josh 
participates in Wind Ensemble, Jazz Band, Pep 
Band, Soccer, Track, Quiz Bowl Knowledge Bowl, 
Fall Musical, One Act Play, and the Spring Play, 
all while serving as Crusader Council President. 
Katelyn participates in Wind Ensemble, Jazz 
Band, Pep Band, Fall Musical Pit Orchestra, 
and track. Both provide excellent examples of 
Christian leadership through their participation.  
We thank God for the talents and abilities with 
which he has blessed them.

This month the Mayer Lutheran Activities Department would 
like to recognize several students who have achieved great 
things in the past few weeks.

On Saturday, January 20, MLHS One Act Play students 
performed “A Play With Words” at the Minnesota River 
Conference One Act festival. Alex Telford, Josh Marlatt, 
and Lane Bode (inset photo) were named All Conference 
performers, and Alex took home the Top Actor award for 
the day. The One Act players went on to win the subsection 
competition on January 27! 
Sections are on Saturday, 
February 3. 
   We thank God for the 
talents and abilities with 
which he has blessed our 
One Act cast and crew.
Congratulations to all of you!

1,000 POINT CLUB

On Thursday, December 14, 
Madison Hucky became the 
third girl in the past two years 
to join the 1,000 point club.  
Maddy currently sits in second 
place on the school’s all-time 
scoring list, just below teammate 
Mya Chmielewski, who 

became the school’s all-time leading 
scorer, male or female, with her 17 
points at Norwood Young America 
on January 11. 
   Congratulations to both of them 
for giving all praise and glory to God 
with their talents and abilities.  

Photo left: Mya Chmielewski 
Photo top: Pam, Maddy, and Dave Hucky

ONE ACT PLAY
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Booster Club News
FREE Open Gym
The final Open Gym for the year will be 
February 11 from 1:30-3:30 pm. Open 
gym is for all ages. Students will need a 
waiver signed by a parent to participate.

Basketball Game Halftime  
Half-Court Shots
Half-court shots will take place during 
halftime at MLHS Varsity basketball games 
February 1, 20 and 22. Come and shoot a 
halftime half-court shot for $1.00. Make 
the shot and you win a prize!

S P E C I A L  E D U C A T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T  N E W S
By Kathy Martin
Special Education Coordinator  |  kathy.martin@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1404

“Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial 
because, having stood the test, that person 
will receive the crown of life that the Lord has 
promised to those who love him.” James 1:12 

The idea of resilience and perseverance are two qualities 
every teacher would like to see in their students. According to Google (because 
Google knows everything), to be resilient means to have the capacity to 
recover quickly from difficulties. If a student could show steadfastness in doing 
something, despite the difficulty in achieving success, they would be showing 
perseverance. These qualities are not always easy and obviously harder to come 
by. On a daily basis, “my” students, are encouraged to cultivate these two 
qualities even in the face of the failure. They know learning does not come 
as readily to them as it may for their peers. Remembering all the “easy” facts 
for History is actually quite difficult. For whatever reason, homework time is 
typically doubled or tripled. Hours of homework are invested and the outcome 
isn’t always what they want, but they continue to press on. Yes, some of the 
students I have are the most resilient students on campus. They are amazing. 
The kindness, the humor, the smiles, the focus, the drive, along with their 
resilience and perseverance make them quite special. The theme for Lutheran 
Special Education Ministries (LSEM) this year is “Fearfully and Wonderfully 
Made”. Isn’t that the truth? My students have musical, athletic and theatrical 
talents, which shine brightly here at Mayer Lutheran. Above all, they know they 
are loved and cared for not only by the teachers but most importantly by our 
Creator and Savior. 
 For any further information visit www.luthsped.org. 

MLHS Booster Club 
1st Annual 

Pickle Ball Tournament
If you can swing a paddle you can play Pickle Ball! 

What is Pickle Ball you ask?
Pickle Ball is a paddle sport that combines the likes of badminton, tennis, 
and table tennis. Two, three, or four players use paddles and a whiffle ball 

to hit the ball over a net. The rules are very simple. 
It’s an easy sport to learn and play—fun for all ages and skill levels.

The format for this tournament will be doubles games. 
Please sign up with a partner or we will create pairings the day.
Ages 13 and up are welcome to come and join us in this event! 

Cost: Free!!  
 Arrive: 1:30 pm to create teams  |   Tournament play: 2:00–5:00 pm

RSVP: Ed and Theresa Green, ethgreen001@aol.com OR text 952-738-1883 
Concessions available for purchase. Come and have fun!

Sunday, 
March 11, 2018

MLHS Gym  |  1:30 PM

Who will win the 
trophy and be the 

top pickle?!

MLHS Boosters present 
FREE 
Community Movie!
Sunday, February 25, 2–4 pm 

Big Hero 6 (PG) will be featured 
on the Fine Arts Center big 
screen. Concessions available for 
purchase.

Please join us! 

Bring a friend!
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“Our Town ” is presented by special arrangement with SAMUEL FRENCH, INC.  
New York, New York   |  samuelfrench.com
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S P I R I T U A L  L I F E  D E P A R T M E N T  N E W S
By Dave Lane  |  dave.lane@mayerlutheran.com  |  952-657-2251 x1209

MISSION TRIP: ANAPRA!
It is always bittersweet when we’re on our 
way back from the MLHS mission trip to 
Anapra, Mexico. I got the chance to spend 
about ten days with an amazing group of 
servants. During that time, we completed 
four small houses for some very special 
families, who are now friends. We loved on 
kids, we renewed and grew friendships from past years, 
all in Jesus name and for His glory. If you prayed for us, we 
want to thank you. God answered those prayers in expected 
and unexpected ways from putting teams together to 
everything that happened on both sides of the border. We 
laughed and cried together, studied God’s Word together, 
prayed, sang, and grew in our faith together! I always return 
exhausted, but so grateful to our incredible God!

“...but whoever drinks of the 
water that I will give him will 
never be thirsty again. The 
water that I will give him will 
become in him a spring of 
water welling up to eternal 
life.” John 4:14
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Last month in Crusader Crux, we 
introduced you to Adriana Ernst (’13) 
who shared with us how she has decided 
to embark on an 11-month mission trip 
that will take her around the world. On 
January 16, 2018, Adriana began this 
journey by flying to Ivory Coast on the 
continent of Africa. Here is an excerpt 
from her blog: 

If you are reading this right now I would 
like to first off say thank you so much 
for taking the time to hear my story. I 
think I am just as surprised as all of you 
are. Doing this journey is something 
most people would find terrifying. I can 
honestly say that I have not had that 
feeling yet, mostly just excitement and 
more—so amazed that God has called 
me to do this. If you had asked me a 
week ago if I was considering going on 
an 11-month mission trip I would have 
laughed in your face. All I can say to you 
is that The Lord puts things in your life 
at just the right times. Never did I think 
I would be someone who would be 
embarking on an 11-month journey with 
the Lord. Maybe two weeks yeah, but 11 
months? No way. And here I am, going 
on this crazy adventure in two short 
months. 
 Something that has always stuck with 
me is something my dad had told me 
since I can remember, “be comfortable 
being uncomfortable”. To be honest, 
when I was in college the last four years, 
my life was filled with worry and fear of 
failure and uncertainty of what I wanted 
to do with my life. I was so scared of 
failing, not being successful, and having 
others think badly of me. It’s amazing 
what God has done in my life since 
graduating. I feel that everything has 
gone wrong in some way shape or form 
just for Him to show that this is what 
He has called me to do. He told me to 
stop worrying about myself and doing 
what’s best for me, and to focus on Him. 
His Word. Living a life for Him. It is truly 
crazy how He has shown me this even in 
the last two months. I am so incredibly 
thankful for that. Getting out of your 
comfort zone is something that is so 
incredibly important for us as Christians. 

We might say “not me” or “I wish I 
could BUT” when Christ is saying just go. 
Do it now. Don’t wait. God pushes us to 
do the uncomfortable. We need to take 
that step and accept it, and that’s just 
what I am doing. These 11 months are 
going to be more of an experience than I 
can even imagine, and I am so incredibly 
excited for what He has in store for me. 
 I applied for the World Race a month 
later than the deadline, calling just a 
few days ago asking if there was any 
chance I could still go in January. They 
told me that I could still apply and have 
an interview, so that night I filled out 
the online application and had a phone 
interview the next day. Within the next 
hour, I got a phone call informing me 
that I was accepted for the January 
route. I was so overwhelmed with joy 
and excitement. Still, so many emotions 
are running through me as I process this. 
God has called me to do this journey, 
and joining this mission trip last minute is 
a bit crazy but it’s what He wants me to 
do. I know that. 
 We will continue to follow Adriana’s 
journey over her journey. If you would 
like to read all of her blogs, go to http://
adrianaernst.theworldrace.org/post/my-
the-world-race-story and join her on her 
journey. We pray God’s richest blessings 
on her as she goes to be the hands and 
feet of Jesus.

Want to share what God is doing in your life? 
Go to https://mlhs.wufoo.com/forms/alumni-
profile/ and share your journey with us.

Crusader Cru
MLHS ALUMNI NEWS

WELCOME TO THE CRUSADER CRUX 
where we highlight how Jesus is alive 
in fellow alums lives.

Adriana Ernst

The Knights Basketball season is ending 
for some teams this month while other 
teams will compete until March. There 
is a lot of learning going on, many 
tournaments won, and always fun 
being had!
 Knights of the Arrow is ready to 
begin for the season on February 11, 
at Cabin Fever in Victoria with Coach 
Jeff Byrne! Join archers at the range in 
Cabin Fever to learn techniques from 
square one or to improve your shooting 
skills! The club involves one on one 
coaching at the level your child is at 
currently, even if that is a beginner! 
 Knights Baseball will begin as 
soon as our fields are ready. (Sounds 
funny looking out there right now 
right?) Practices will start in early April. 
 Please call Barb Christopherson at 
763-257-7447 with any questions 
about any of our Mayer Knights 
programs. Look for the Mayer 
Knights 2018 SUMMER CAMPS 
postcard coming in the mail in early 
February. Please register soon so that 
we can plan on our numbers! Payment 
can be made now or when camp 
begins (credit card or check accepted).

Youth Activities Outreach of 
Mayer Lutheran High School

DS Driving School 
of Chaska 
will be holding classroom
drivers education 
sessions beginning on 
February 28–March 9, 
from 3-6 pm at Mayer 
Lutheran High School. 
  To register your child, 
please contact DS Driving 
at 952-942-9999 or 
dsdrivingschoolwest.com 
 Please direct all 
questions to DS Driving.
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We want to hear from you! 
We want to hear from you and learn what God is doing in your life. Each of you has an amazing story 
to share so follow the link mlhs.wufoo.com/forms/alumni-profile/, take a few minutes to fill out the 
form, send us a picture and we’ll get the word out! Questions? Email susan.parrish@mayerlutheran.org.

Alumni Corner
By Susan Parrish, Alumni Director  |  susan.parrish@mayerlutheran.org  |  612-749-4578

 

 

 

 

CHURCH WORKER ALUMNI
Mayer Lutheran High School wishes to 
acknowledge and give thanks to God 
for those alumni who are serving in 
the full-time ministry field or who have 
served in the past. If you would like to 
be added to our list, follow the link on 
our alumni Facebook page, email susan.
parrish@mayerlutheran.org, or call 612-
749-4578.

MILITARY ALUMNI
Mayer Lutheran High School wishes 
to acknowledge and thank alumni 
who are currently serving the United 
States in the military or who have 
served in the past. If you would like 
to be added to our list, follow the 
link on our alumni Facebook page, 
email susan.parrish@mayerlutheran.
org, or call 612-749-4578.

WE CELEBRATE
Congratulations to 
Joshua (’13) and 
Katherine (Mahlum, 
’14) Parrish who were 
united in marriage on 
Dec. 30, 2017. May 
God’s love be the 
bond that holds your 
marriage together.

May 20, 2018
11:00 am

Vandy’s Grille
Island View Golf Course, Waconia

Questions? Email Jim Zabel at 
jimzabs04@aol.com

1968 
50th CLASS REUNION

SAVE THE 

DATE!

Celebrate His Harvest a Hit on Campus!
 

For the first time in its history, the Celebrate His Harvest gala was held on the campus of 
Mayer Lutheran. Thanks to the more than three hundred guests, $67,000 was raised for 
student aid. More importantly, Crusader Nation had a chance to celebrate and embrace 
the ministry of preparing the next generation of Christian leaders. Student and alumni 
testimonials, musical ensembles, a phenomenal live auction led by Brian Biermann (’80) 
as auctioneer, and many opportunities to hear about the great things God is doing with 
and among the students of Mayer Lutheran were enjoyed by our very enthusiastic crowd. 
God has richly blessed our ministry!
 

For a decade, Celebrate His Harvest has been the school’s premier fundraising gathering. This year’s co-chairs, Kim Martin and Jen (Hoese) 
Fisher (’86), performed a herculean effort in making all the many pieces fall into place. Having the event on our campus was even more work 
than in the past. Their dedication, patience, and wisdom were splendid blessings to all of our students! We are grateful for their service!
 
Be sure to mark your calendar for the next Celebrate His Harvest gala to be held on November 30, 2018 in the new field 
house. More information will shared as we move forward with planning yet another fantastic experience.

Joshua and Katherine were blessed to have many 
alumni, along with a few current MLHS students, 
present to celebrate their wedding day.
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The PSAT scores have been distributed 
to juniors. Please take time to review 
the results with your child and contact 
me with any questions or concerns 
you may have. The ASPIRE test scores 
are expected to come in soon. Results 
will shared with our freshmen and 
sophomores.
   I worked with all juniors and seniors, 
teaching them how to compose a 

resume. It was very interesting to see the difference between 
the two resumes that I had used as examples and how 
students were able to put resumes together for themselves.
They were able to highlight events, recognitions, and 
employment they have already experienced in their lives. 
 The national AP tests are coming up in May. Note that the 
deadline to register is in March. I will be visiting all the AP 
classrooms to gather information as to who will be taking 
the test, and pass out booklets to help them prepare. The 
schedule for AP tests are listed below.
 A letter will be mailed to parents of seniors in regard to 
their child’s college acceptance and all offers for financial 
aid. When you receive this letter, please fill it out and send 
it back with all pertinent information. This is strictly used for 
recruitment. Your individual information will be not be shared.
 Don’t forget to check the Daily Blast, Email Extra, and 
the MLHS website for scholarships that are offered. New 
scholarships are added as they come across my desk. 
Many local scholarships for seniors are coming through 
so encourage your child to stop by my office to pick up 
information and applications. There is a great deal of money 
available, encourage your senior to apply! (Some scholarships 
are also offered to under-classmen.)
 Enjoy the spring as God continues to remind us that 
everything starts fresh and new!

AP Test Dates: 
Tuesday, May 8, 12 pm: Physics
Wednesday, May 9, 8 am: English Literature & Composition
Tuesday, May 15, 8 am: Calculus
Thursday, May 17, 8 am: World History 

 

ACT Dates: 
April 14  (register by March 9)
June 9  (register by May 4) Exam held at MLHS.
Visit www.actstudent.org for more details and registration

PARENT/STUDENT SEMINAR

Insider tips to navigate the 
complicated college process 
and save lots of money 

Monday, February 26  |  6 pm  |  MLHS
 

Parents and students in grades 9–12 will not want to 
miss hearing a national expert provide strategies to 
help families navigate the complicated college process 
and save tens of thousands of dollars.
 College is now the second largest purchase most 
families make in their lives, yet most know more 
about buying a television. This class will cover 
common mistakes families make in selecting a college, 
myths about financial aid, and how to significantly 
reduce your cost.
 Planning ahead and developing a strategy for the 
college process is crucial to finding the right fit and 
avoiding unmanageable debt. A must for parents of 
college bound students. 

By Debra Kelzer, Guidance Counselor  
debra.kelzer@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1012

Counselor’s Corner

ACT United (Anti-child Trafficking)

The Truth about Sexting, 
Sextortion and Online Predators 
Community Awareness and Prevention Training

Saturday, February 17  |  9:00 am–12:30 pm
Chaska Community Center
1661 Park Ridge Dr. Chaska, MN Community Room 

Free education for high school students (14+), parents, and 
professionals. This year we are addressing the rising threat 
to our Minnesota middle and high school students: sexting, 
sextortion and its connection to child pornography. Youth 
themselves are reaching out as they struggle with the fear, 
isolation and social-emotional effects of falling victim to 
this increasing form of sexual exploitation.
   Learn how this happens, how to recognize and help 
someone being exploited, and an introduction to local 
prevention, outreach, and support programs and resources. 

Speakers: Ron Hocevar–Scott County Attorney, Dale Hanson–
Mpls. Police Dept, Crime Lab, FBI Child Exploit Task Force, and 
Jessica Bartholomew–ACT United Founder & Leader 

This event is free but registration is recommended. 
Go to www.eventbrite.com/e/the-truth-about-sexting-sextortion 
to register.
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Who doesn’t want to be gainfully 
employed? Most college and high school 
students understand that their future 
standard of living will be linked to their 
career and finding gainful employment. 
To that end, there are many careers 
available to students, some requiring 
college degrees, others requiring specific 
training, and others that will hire and 
then train the individual to do the job. 
The education received during high 
school is intended to prepare students 
for success in college, vocational 
training, and to provide the skills needed 
to function as an adult.
 In order to become gainfully 
employed, a person usually goes through 
an interview process with a company. 
The company then decides if the 
individual is a good fit for the position 
and worthy of a job offer. In order to 
find success in the interview process, it is 
important to know what employers are 
looking for in applicants.
 The National Association of Colleges 
and Employers (NACE) has been 
conducting surveys of employers to 
better understand what is desired in the 
employees they hire. This information 
is useful for colleges as they strive to 
prepare their students to compete for 
positions in the job market. The results 
of the surveys are also beneficial for 
students who are completing vocational 
training or are seeking employment 
straight out of high school.

 NACE conducted the Job Outlook 
2018 survey during the late summer and 
fall of 2017. Some interesting findings 
came from this survey that are worth 
considering. This survey found that 
employers seek employees that can solve 
problems and work in teams. These skills 

are the most desirable to employers, 
even more desirable than a strong 
college GPA, and have been at the top 
of the list for the last two years. So how 
does one build these attributes?
 Problem-solving skills are an integral 
part of academic courses, vocational 
programs, and adult life. Students 
need to develop a self-sufficiency in 
problem solving and this can only occur 
if students are regularly challenged 
to solve problems. They must also 
understand that perseverance is often 
the key to finding solutions. Then, when 
applying for a job, the resume needs 
to communicate that the individual 
is able to solve problems. Therefore, 
membership in Makerspace and robotics 
clubs can communicate to an employer 
that the individual possesses problem-
solving abiliites.
 As mentioned earlier, collaboration 
skills are also important according to the 
survey. Have you ever heard someone 
say, “If you want something done right, 
you have to do it yourself.”? Perhaps 
you have found yourself in situations 
where you were expected to collaborate 
with a group to complete a project, 
but you found yourself unwilling to 
allow others to do the work that would 
impact your performance. Students 
face this dilemma. Many students do 
not like group projects because they 
are partnered with group members that 
do not pull their own weight. However, 
employers continue to seek employees 
who can collaborate and accomplish the 
work that is before them. So how do you 
demonstrate that you have the ability to 
collaborate on your resume? This could 
occur by listing volunteer experiences 
that highlight team work within an 
organization, which ultimately point to 
collaboration.
 The survey also identified and ranked 
a total of twenty attributes that are 
important to employers, including 
leadership, communication skills, and 

work ethic. In addition, the survey 
ranked twelve attributes that influenced 
the hiring decision when considering 
similar applicants. At the top of the list 
of influencers were internships at the 
company or in the industry, amount of 
education in the field, having held a real 
leadership position of some sort, and 
legitimate work experience regardless of 
the industry.
 Helping students possess the skills 
and knowledge necessary to be gainfully 
employed is the end game for most 
colleges, vocational training centers, 

and high schools. But this is not the end 
game at Mayer Lutheran. Sure we want 
our students and alumni to be successful. 
We want them to have the skills to 
solve problems, work as a team, and 
communicate clearly. But this is not our 
end game. At Mayer Lutheran our end 
game is that our students know Jesus as 
their Savior and have hearts that desire 
to serve Him through their vocations. 
That they have faith in Jesus and, as a 
result, accept the gifts of His work of 
redemption, namely the forgiveness of 
sins and eternal life. Mayer Lutheran 
desires, through the power of the Holy 
Spirit, to impact our students for this life 
and straight into eternity.

To learn more about the Job Outlook 2018 
survey visit: The Key Attributes Employers 
Seek on Students’ Resumes, National 
Association of Colleges and Employers, 30 
Nov. 2017, www.naceweb.org/about-us/
press/2017/the-key-attributes-employers-
seek-on-students-resumes/. 

By Kevin Wilaby, Principal  |  kevin.wilabymayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1008

At Mayer Lutheran our 
end game is that our 
students know Jesus as 
their Savior and have 
hearts that desire to 
serve Him through their 
vocations.

...employers seek 
employees that can solve 
problems and work in 
teams.

What Employers Seek
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Give it your best shot! We will be holding a shooting contest 
between games and at halftime of each game. The prize drawing 
will be held after the varsity game. Contestants may shoot from 
four locations:

• Half Court–$2
• Three Pointer–$5
• Free Throw–$10
• Layup–$30 (shoot until you make it)
Children 10 and under may shoot on the little 
baskets. If you make your shot you will be given 
a ticket for the drawing. The ticket must be 
presented to claim the prize.

GRAND PRIZE 
40” Samsung Smart HDTV
and dozens of more prizes
(must be present to win)

RENT A PLAYER!
Second Television Drawing
For $10, your player will shoot two 
free throws for you. If they make both, you 
will receive two entries into a drawing for a 
second television. If they make one or none, 
you will still receive an entry (renting 
a player does not qualify you for all prizes). 

Thanks to all who donated their 
time, talents and treasures to 
make this evening successful. 
All proceeds from this event will 
be given to Pay It Forward 
through the Ridgeview Medical 
Foundation.

Name of Donor _________________________________________

Address  ______________________________________________

City  ____________________________ State ____ Zip _________

Amount of Donation:  $1,  $5,  $10,  $20,  $50  Other ____________

Name of Honoree (if desired) ______________________________

Each honoree will be displayed on a ribbon draped over a cross, depicting 
the importance of faith and the encouragement of family and friends in  
the battle against cancer.

CRUSADERS 
FOR A CURE 
DONATION FORM

Photos by Jennifer Tjernagel

CRUSADERS FOR A CURE 
SHOOTING CONTEST!

Saturday, February 3  
Join MLHS Crusaders basketball as we play to 

Pay It Forward—a cancer patient support program 
through Ridgeview Medical Foundation. 

Show your support by attending girls and boys basketball 
games against Cleveland High School on February 3.  

B Girls–1 pm, B Boys–3 pm, V Girls–5 pm, V Boys–7 pm
BAKE SALE  •  SHOOTING CONTEST  •  PRIZES

Shooting Contest Grand Prize: 40" Samsung Smart LED TV!  
Donations can be given to any girls basketball player prior to the event and 

day of the event. Honor a loved one by using the form below.


