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Activism is Alive and Well at Mayer Lutheran!

SnoFest King Matt & Queen Sophie

Kobey Woolhouse 1,000 Points!

Coach Gustin–200 Wins!

Dear Friends of Mayer Lutheran High School,

Lenten greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, the 
suffering servant prophesied in Isaiah 53!
 We hear a lot about activism in our nation these days. Marches, rallies, Twitter hashtags, 
protests both big and small dominate the news. Indeed, the notion of activism is alive and well 
in the United States.
 The definition of activism, the doctrine or practice of vigorous action or involvement as a means 
of achieving political or other goals, sometimes by protests, etc. (Dictionary.com), seems often to 
be linked to social and political causes like the Civil Rights movement or anti-”you-name-it” rallies. 
Yet, as Christians, we are no strangers to activism. The early church was full of faithful men 
and women who “practiced vigorous action” to spread the Gospel, often in the face of certain 
death. Indeed, Tertullian, a second-century A.D. Carthaginian Christian author., claimed that “the 
blood of the Martyrs is the seed of the Church. (Apologeticus, Chapter 50)” The accounts of 
mistreatment of Christians are numerous and gory. Yet, the Church continued to grow!
 Today, Christians continue to face mistreatment for the sake of the Gospel. Whether overt 
forms of persecution like beatings and torture or less obvious attempts to keep the message of 
salvation through Jesus Christ from the public square in our nation, Christians are encouraged 
to stay firm in their faith and to boldly proclaim the name of Jesus as Lord and Savior wherever 
they find themselves.
 At Mayer Lutheran High School, we take the Gospel of Christ seriously. We train and 
equip our students “in your hearts [to] honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared 
to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do 
it with gentleness and respect (1 Peter 3:15).” Gentleness and respect are the hallmarks of 
Christian activism. How can it be otherwise? As followers of the One who humbly, obediently, 
courageously gave Himself up to a horrible death on the cross, we have an exemplary model to 
follow and imitate.
 While we train the next generation of Christian activists, we do so with respect and humility. 
We do not take to the streets to gain a foothold on the daily news feed, only to be forgotten 
a week or two later. No, our students and staff toil to live and teach a lasting message that 
centers wholly on Jesus and what He has done for us. We do not make demands of Him. We 
simply go to Him in humble, contrite prayer. And, when we pray, we follow the advice from 
Paul to his protégé’ Timothy: “First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, 
and thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions, that 
we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. This is good, and it is 
pleasing in the sight of God our Savior who desires all people to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth (1 Tim. 2:1-3).”
 While we temper our activism with “gentleness and respect,” we are not to be considered 
weak or naive. We boldly confess our faith in Jesus Christ. We wisely confront those obstacles 
that would prevent the free flow of the Scripture message. And, we incorporate every gift 
of body, mind, and soul to confront evil, challenge ungodliness, and claim our rightful place 
as citizens of our nation and God’s kingdom. For a school who is tasked to prepare the next 
generation of Christian leaders, we can do no less.
 May the Lord bless and keep you and may His message of hope and salvation permeate 
your life and the lives of those you encounter as we, together, actively provide the real, lasting 
solution to the world’s problems.

In Christ,
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• VISIT PRO SPORTS FACILITIES
• WACKY AND WILD SPORTS
• JOURNALISM JAUNT 
• WILD MINNESOTA 
• ROOTS AND TOOTS OF JAZZ
• CULINARY ARTS–Feeding Your Hunger 
• STAR WARS and OUR SAVIOR
• CROCHET FOR A CAUSE 
• INTRODUCTION TO PROGRAMMING
• DOCUMENTARIES ARE COOL?–They really are!
• FIRST AID AND MORE
• CONSTRUCT A HARDWOOD CUTTING BOARD
• MAKE YOUR OWN CANOE PADDLE 

Over the course of four afternoons, fifteen Mayer Lutheran High School students 
came together to Crochet for a Cause. These young ladies came to the J-Term 

course, offered by Megan Polzin, a Literature teacher at Mayer Lutheran, with a variety 
of experience crocheting. Many had never before crocheted a single stitch, while others 
came to learn a new skill of turning their stitches into hats. Together these young women 
created 67 hats that were delivered to the Ridgeview Medical Center NICU for babies born 
prematurely. From a standard cap to monster hats, girlie heart hats to boyish beanies with 
baseball cap bills, the students created one-of-a-kind crochet caps made with love and 
God-given talents. The group has decided to extend this service opportunity by meeting 
monthly to continue crocheting seasonally appropriate hats for RMC and other local NICUs.

L A B O R A T O R Y

Students at most high schools return to 
classes immediately following Christmas 

break. Mayer Lutheran students return to 
unique educational opportunities that are 
led by the teachers. Students get a chance 
to explore and participate in activities like 
skiing, visiting TV stations and professional 
sports venues, cooking, creating cutting 
boards in the wood shop, finding Christian 
allegory in movies, and crocheting stocking 
caps for premature infants. All in preparing 
the next generation of Christian leaders!
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“Our Town ” is presented by special arrangement with SAMUEL FRENCH, INC.  
New York, New York   |  samuelfrench.com
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A C T I V I T I E S  D E P A R T M E N T  N E W S
By Kris Gustin, Activities Director  |  kris.gustin@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1217

Several more milestones have been achieved in the Mayer Lutheran co-curricular 
department in the past month. On Thursday, February 1, in a home game against 
Sibley East, Senior Kobey Woolhouse scored his 1,000th career point. Kobey 
has an outside chance to eclipse the school’s record for points scored by a boys 
basketball player, as he currently sits in fourth place on that list. A deep run in the 
playoffs is likely in store, as the boys team, under the guidance of new head coach 
Pat Buchanan, are poised to be the #1 seed in section 2A North Subsection. They 
will host a playoff game on Monday, March 5, at 7:00 pm.

Congratulations Coach Gustin, 200 Wins and Counting...!
Coach Kris Gustin set a milestone with his 200th victory on Friday, February 16 at 
LeSueur-Henderson. Coach Gustin is in his twelfth season as the Crusaders girls 
basketball coach; his record sits at 200-129. Coach Gustin’s daughter Emilee, a 2017 
graduate, was able to attend the game, a special moment for the two as she has been 
around his teams all of her life. Congratulations to Coach Gustin on his 200th win! 
Hopefully he has several more this season, as the girls look poised to capture the #1 
seed in Section 4A. They will host a playoff game on Saturday, March 3 at 7:00pm.

Mayer Lutheran High School’s 

1,000 point Scorers
GIRLS
Mya Chmielewski 2014-2018 1400—Active 
Debbie Boelke 1976-1980 1200
Madison Hucky 2014-2018 1317—Active 
Emilee Gustin 2013-2017 1089
Theresa Lenzen 1979-1983 1033

BOYS
Tyler Dorion 2004-2008 1200
Ryan Brinkman 1996-2000 1195
Craig Wachholz 1987-1991 1148
Kobey Woolhouse 2014-2018 1058
Nate Burtman 1991-1995 1052
Luke Buttenhoff 2006-2010 1024
Baden Noennig 2015-2019

Kobey Woolhouse
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S P E E C H  C L U B  N E W S
By Kristen Baker, Coach  |  kristen.baker@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1103

Public speaking. It’s an experience that most 

people fear and one that many people avoid 

at all costs. However, three students at Mayer 

Lutheran have embraced this challenge and are 

participating on the Mayer Lutheran speech 

team. Once again, the speech team has begun 

their season with enthusiasm, willingly arriving at 

school early on Saturday mornings and delivering their speeches to a 

new audience each week. Speech team members have competed in 

two meets so far this season, gaining valuable speaking experience 

as well as constructive feedback from judges. Going forward, the 

three-member team made up of Julia Stanley, Veronica Johnson, and 

Delaney Boehlke will be participating in three more regular season 

meets, followed by the Minnesota River Conference championship 

meet in the middle of March, which Mayer Lutheran is hosting. These 

three young ladies have much potential and it will be fun to see what 

they accomplish in the meets yet to come.

MLHS Booster Club 
1st Annual 

Pickle Ball Tournament
If you can swing a paddle you can play Pickle Ball! 

What is Pickle Ball you ask?
Pickle Ball is a paddle sport that combines the likes of badminton, tennis, 
and table tennis. Two, three, or four players use paddles and a whiffle ball 

to hit the ball over a net. The rules are very simple. 
It’s an easy sport to learn and play—fun for all ages and skill levels.

The format for this tournament will be doubles games. 
Please sign up with a partner or we will create pairings that day.
Ages 13 and up are welcome to come and join us in this event! 

Cost: Free!!  
 Arrive: 1:30 pm to create teams  |   Tournament play: 2:00–5:00 pm

RSVP: Ed and Theresa Green, ethgreen001@aol.com OR text 952-738-1883 
Concessions available for purchase. Come and have fun!

Sunday, March 11
MLHS Gym  |  1:30 PM

Who will win the 
trophy and be the

top pickle?!

Public Speaking

The eighth annual Mayer Lutheran 2018 
Crusaders for a Cure event was held on 

February 3, as the boys and girls basketball 
teams hosted Cleveland High School. Both 
varsity teams took home wins, but the real 
winner was the MLHS community, whose 

donations supported the Pay It Forward Fund 
through Ridgeview Medical Center. 

 This year’s event raised $8,330.25, bringing 
the total amount raised over eight years to 
over $40,000! This money is used to help 

cancer patients pay their bills while undergoing 
treatments. Thank you for your help in making 
MLHS the top fundraiser for this foundation. 

To God all praise and glory! 
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Brass Quartet: Spencer Dulas, Alex Telford, Johnny Erdmann, Josh Marlatt

MLHS Jazz Band

Percussion Ensemble

Sax Quartet: Lucas Rausenberger, Joe Welk, Kaitlyn Anderson, Alex Stuedeman

Trumpet Solos: Spencer Dulas, Andy Kuhnau, accompianed by Shirley Landskroener

n Monday, February 12, members of the Mayer Lutheran 
band participated in the MSHSL State-Section Music Contest-
Festival at Annandale High School. This contest hosted seven 

schools from the section and was a cross section of the region’s 
most talented young musicians. Participants were awarded scores 
within a four tier system, with superior being the highest score, 
excellent coming next, and good concluding with fair.
 Mayer Lutheran sent the school jazz band along with two 
quartets, a percussion ensemble, and two solo performers to this 
contest. While the number of soloists dropped from last year, 
due to time constraints, the two returning soloists showed great 
dedication and a true love for music. The musicians in these 
ensemble and solo performances performed outstandingly and 
many earned top marks for their performances, which shows the 
depth of talent in this year’s band.
 The Jazz Band, comprised of 14 members performed “Bone 
Busters”, “Round Midnight”, and “Soul Bossa Nova.” They 
received a score of superior for their performance, an improvement 
from the excellent they received at last year’s competition. With 
the judge’s comments they will continue to make improvements to 
their pieces as they prepare for band tour this March. 
 The second ensemble was a brass quartet made up of two 
trumpet players, Johnathan Erdmann and Joshua Marlatt, and 
two trombone players, Spencer Dulas and Alex Telford, who 
played “March and Gavotte.” They received a superior for their 
performance, and some constructive feedback from the judge. At 
the same time these brass players performed, across the school, 
Mayer’s saxophone quartet was also performing. This group made 
up of Kaitlyn Anderson, Lucas Rausenberger, Alex Stuedeman, and 
Joe Welk, performed the “Baby Elephant Walk,” and received an 
excellent for their performance of this playful song. 
 The last performance of the night was that of the percussion 
ensemble. Made up of mostly musicians who did not regularly play 
percussion, this group performed “Oye Como Va” by the great 
Latin jazz and mambo musician Tito Puente. They received an 
excellent for their performance as they ended their evening with 
this lively song. 
 The solo performers did exceptional. These two young men are 
truly dedicated to the art form, and have great musical talent. 
Both musicians were accompanied by Mrs. Shirley Landskroener on 
piano. The first soloist to perform was, Spencer Dulas who played 
“Andante et Allegro” on trombone and received an excellent. Up 
next was Andrew Kuhnau playing “Petite Piece en Concertante” 
on trumpet and also received an excellent for his performance. 
 For many of the musicians present at this contest, it was 
their second time performing at this music competition. While 
the venue, the judges, the pieces played, and the groups who 
performed, differed from last year, these students proved that one 
thing hasn’t changed. They are still as immensely gifted in the art 
of music as before. These students are ready and willing to put on 
their best performance while under pressure, calming their nerves 
and courageously playing out. Their love of music drives them to 
challenge themselves and each other as they strive to reach higher 
levels of musicianship. Doing all of this while joking and laughing 
with each other, and supporting and encouraging their fellow 
musicians with each performance. Mayer Lutheran has a truly 
talented group of musicians and a great director, James Dulas, to 
lead them. May this tradition of music continue.

MSHSL State-Section 
Music Contest/Festival
By Katelyn Cooper, MLHS Senior

O
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To say that something is the best in the world 
may seem a little presumptuous. It can even 
be off-putting and the instigator of long-
winded arguments over trivial matters. 
These types of statements can create rifts 
and dampen relationships when they aren’t 
understood properly. Ignoring all of this, tea 
is the best drink in the world. This statement 
is one of opinion, and yes it is my own, but it is 
held by many others and it begs to be defended. 
 Why is tea the best drink in the world? How does it trump 
coffee and other breakfast drinks, while still being drinkable 
any time of day? The answer is in tea’s versatility. With over 
3,000 different varieties of tea, there is a taste and flavour for 
everyone. Most drinks are restricted to one type or flavour, but 
the broad name of tea plays host to drinks in many forms and 
flavours. There are fruity, herbal, and spiced varieties, and for 
those who want a morning or afternoon jolt there is a wide 
range of caffeine levels amongst the black, white, and green 
varieties to name a few. It can be hot, cold, iced, blended, so it 
is perfect for every season and weather. Once the tea is brewed, 
there are endless options of things one can add to tea, including 
the old standbys of milk, honey, and sugar. The wide variety of 
options to customize this drink allowed each person truly makes 
tea incredibly versatile. 
 Tea is versatile in not only flavour, but in terms of image. 
While some drinks are marketed for the masses and have a 
somewhat common image, tea is not one such drink. It is for 
the common joe, just as much as coffee is, but it maintains a 
more sophisticated image as it is just as frequently served in 
fancy settings, such as high teas, as it is in a person’s home or 
in a local shop. It has an air of civilization about it and evokes 
an image of high-class society like no other drink, while still 
having the ubiquity for the common man or woman to enjoy.  
 To explain it better, tea symbolizes culture in its various 
forms. While coffee is highly Americanized and has an image 
similar to that in the show Friends, tea is not. Being that tea is 

something enjoyed around the globe, it plays host 
to the idea that tea is a part of community and 

culture. It evokes images of men in a tea shop 
in Pakistan talking over a hot cup of chai, 
or women in Britain gabbing over a cup of 
English breakfast tea, or even farmers in Sri 

Lanka picking teas leaves at harvest time. Tea is 
a part of many cultures around the world, from 

east to west, and this global aspect of tea keeps 
this image associated with it. 

 It is often noted that the drinking of tea produces health 
benefits. It may seem that this is all unfounded hype; 
however, studies show that tea, especially green tea, contains 
polyphenols, which have anti-inflammatory and antioxidant 
properties. Drinking tea also puts people at a lower risk for 
developing diabetes, cardiovascular disease, and liver diseases. 
Coffee and other breakfast drinks cannot boast these same 
benefits. In some studies, tea has even been thought to lower 
one’s risk of depression. Now, whether this lowered risk of 
depression is from tea itself or the introspective thought that 
accompanies the brewing and drinking process, is unclear. 
Either way, tea is linked to this lowered risk, and the drinking 
of tea certainly cannot hurt a person’s health, be it mental or 
physical. Of course, tea is not a cure all, and regular exercise and 
a healthy diet are vitally important to a person’s well-being, but 
tea doesn’t have negative effects and is only proven to help a 
person’s health, unlike coffee and other breakfast drinks.
 What could be better than tea? Within the banner of tea, 
there is variety enough for everyone, cultural significance, and 
an array of health benefits. There is no time of day or season 
that couldn’t be made better with the perfect cup of tea. It can 
even be used as motivation for reflective thought and healthy 
living. The only question left is, are you thirsty yet?

https://www.today.com/series/one-small-thing/top-10-health-benefits-drinking-tea-t81111
https://www.teasource.com/pages/types-of-tea
www.health.harvard.edu/press_releases/health-benefits-linked-to-drinking-tea
www.nytimes.com/2015/10/06/upshot/what-the-evidence-tells-us-about-tea.html

Tea: Why is it the best drink in the world?    By Katelyn Cooper, MLHS Senior

Dordt College in Sioux Center, Iowa seems 
to be a popular choice among Mayer 
Lutheran senior athletes this year. Matt 
Menth (football), Madi Beck (volleyball), 
and Mya Chmielewski (basketball) all 
signed letters of intent to participate in 
co-curriculars as Dordt freshmen this fall. 

Mayer Lutheran wishes all three of you
nothing but the best moving forward. 
May God continue to use you as Christian 
leaders on your new teams.

Three Crusaders Sign with Dordt       

MLHS athletes: Matt Menth, Madi Beck, Mya Chmielewski
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Jorge Cabero was nominated by  
Mr. Loontjer and Mrs. Hoback.  

Mr. Loontjer wrote, “Jorge 
Cabero continues to impress 
me with his work in chemistry, 
his attention to detail, and his 
desire to do the best he can. 
His continued top-notch work 
provides evidence for his study 
skills and self-determination. 
God has truly blessed him with many talents, both in 
and out of the classroom. I am confident that he will 
continue to do good work in my chemistry class and 
other classes as the year continues. He serves as a 
great example for others in his class and a great help 
to classmates as well.”

Mrs. Hoback added, “Jorge has the challenge of 
not only taking a tough course, but taking it in his 
second language. As an international student from 
Spain, he has overcome the language difficulty and 
has a 98 % in the class.”

Jorge is an international student from Spain and is 
part of the ASSE program. His host parents are Jeff 
and Sherri Manning of Waconia, MN.

Cody Bonk was nominated by 
Mr. Loontjer and Mrs. Hoback.

Mrs. Hoback wrote, “Cody 
Bonk does excellent work in 
PreCalculus. He is in the class 
as a sophomore because he 
doubled up on math as a 
freshman. Cody remembers 
details well and sees 
connections between lessons. 
He currently has a 101%!”

Mr. Loontjer added, “Cody had a great first semester 
and is off to a great start in this second semester 
of chemistry! His continued excellent work is a 
standard that other students can hope to attain. His 
class record of on-time work and completed work 
are a testament to his study skills and self-discipline. 
I look forward to his continued good work as the 
school year progresses and I pray for God’s richest 
blessings on his academic year and all of his other 
endeavors.”

Cody’s parents are Justin and Joy Bonk of Buffalo, MN.

Student Spotlight
Academic Students of the Month
Jorge Cabero, Cody Bonk

National Lutheran Schools Week was celebrated January 
25 at Mayer Lutheran High School. The national theme for 
this year was “It’s Still All About Jesus.” What a great theme 
to consider and live out. In all that we do and say, by God’s 
grace and by the power of the Holy Spirit, we are given 
the opportunity and responsibility to help other people see 
Jesus in and through us. Mayer Lutheran hosted an event 
for Lutheran elementary schools and MLHS students. Kelsey 
Tainsh, a national youth speaker, brought her message, 
Kindness Matters, to nearly 1000 students! Her life’s story—
from a World Champion wakeboarder to a stroke victim who 
faced a battle against paralysis in order to walk, talk, and live 
again—provided the backdrop for her message. The stroke 
happened during her teen years. She experienced name 
calling, isolation, and unkindness. Now she wants anyone 
who will listen to understand that kindness matters. As 
Christians we understand that Jesus modeled the importance 
of being kind and accepting of others. From the woman at 
the well to the healing of the lepers, Jesus set an example for 
us to follow. When we follow his example we reflect Jesus to 
others and, in the process, really do make it all about Jesus.

NLSW

It’s S
till A

ll A
bout Jesus!
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MARCH 19, 2018
7:00 PM  |  MLHS
MLHS CHOIR & WIND ENSEMBLE
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With more than 37 million speakers, Spanish is by far the most 
spoken non-English language in the U.S. today among people 
ages five and older. It is also one of the fastest-growing, with 
the number of speakers up 233% since 1980, when there were 
eleven million Spanish speakers. 
 As Spanish use has grown, driven primarily by Hispanic 
immigration and population growth, it has become a part of 
many aspects of life in the U.S. For example, Spanish is spoken 
by more non-Hispanics in U.S. homes than any other non-
English language and Spanish language television 
networks frequently beat their English counterparts in television 
ratings (www.pewresearch.org).
 “There’s nothing foreign about Spanish anymore. It’s the 
second language of the United States,” says Sam Slick, 
who founded Command Spanish, the nation’s largest firm 
specializing in teaching Spanish for the workplace. This is why 
is so important for our students to learn the language and 
this is what we are doing in our Spanish classes to prepare our 
students to be ready!
 SPANISH I students are already able to introduce themselves 
and have a conversation in Spanish. They can talk about 
different topics like the weather and time as well as ask 
questions. Students have learned the Lord’s Prayer in Spanish (El 
Padre Nuestro) and we pray it every day! 
 SPANISH II students are working on a project named “Mi Rutina 
Diaria”—“My Daily Routine”. We also read and talked about 
a Spanish novel, El primer trabajo de Roberto; students were 
engaged in conversations related to the story and their own lives.
In SPANISH III and IV, we are focused on engaging in 
conversations. No matter what we are doing, I encourage 

students to speak Spanish. We have a sign 
that says: “No se puede hablar inglés en la 
clase de español“(You can’t speak English 
in the Spanish class!) to remind students 
that they are in a “Spanish Zone”. It’s very 
encouraging listening to them!
 Spanish III students were learning about my home country, 
Argentina, and we made “empanadas” from scratch. Then we 
ate them and they were “deliciosas”! Also, some students tried 
an Argentinian drink called mate. It was very nice to see their 
reactions and their willingness to try new things!

Here are what Spanish students had to share:
Mariana–Meghan Thomas 
We recently had Argentina Day in Spanish class, and we got to 
enjoy many aspects of the Argentinian culture. Señora brought 
many objects unique to Argentina to class. One of the most 
interesting was mate. This Argentinian tea is bitter and not my 
favorite, but fun to try. In Spanish IV we read a new novel, Vida o 
muerte en Cuzco, that talks about a very scary situation that took 
place between a mother and her daughter while visiting Peru. 
We talked about it in Spanish, and students were engaged in the 
conversations! This semester we will work in preparing students get 
ready for the SAT. 

Graciela–Grace Cushman  
Spanish IV is my favorite class and Mrs. Alvarez is my favorite teacher. 
In class, we learn new words and how many ways there are to 
conjugate one verb. We read books, play games, and watch movies 
to apply our knowledge and learn new things. I will take Spanish in 
college and this class has prepared me for that. The best part about 
learning Spanish is that when I went to Mexico on the mission trip, I 
was able to talk with the people and understand them.
 Español cuatro es mi clase favorita y la Señora Alvarez es mi 
profesora favorita. En la clase, nosotros aprendemos palabras nuevas 
y todas las formas que hay para conjugar un verbo. Leemos libros, 
jugamos juegos y miramos películas para aplicar 
nuestro conocimiento y aprender cosas nuevas también. Voy a tomar 
español en la universidad y esta clase meha preparado para eso. La 
mejor parte de aprender español es que cuando fui a México en el 
viaje de la misión, ¡pude hablar con la gente y entenderlos!

Elena–Lauren Wandersee 
I took Español IV porque quiero (because I want) to further my 
knowledge in Spanish, with one of my favorite teachers, Mrs. 
Alvarez. Every day is filled with fun and excitement. Me gusta (I like) 
how we pray every day antes de clase (before class), reinstating that 
Jesus is our main focus. Mrs. Alvarez truly cares for sus estudiantes 
so learning is all the more enjoyable. En clase we talk about the 
Spanish cultures across the world and compare our differences. 
This helps us learn more about otros paises (other countries) and 
their traditions. I also took Spanish 4 because I plan on minoring in 
it in college, so that I can use it in the business world. iLa clase de 
Español es mi favorita! 

S P A N I S H  D E P A R T M E N T  N E W S
By Señora Alvarez   |  adela.alvarez@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1211

¿Lo sabía… Did you know?

By teaching Spanish, we are preparing the next 
generation of Christian leaders. 
¡Enseñando español estamos preparando la próxima 
generación de líderes cristianos!
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ACCORDING TO LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT, trafficking 
charges have been brought up in every county in Minnesota. 
Trafficking can happen to anyone but there are factors that put 
some at higher risk than others. Do you know what they are? 
If you see something concerning do you know who to contact? 

Mayer Lutheran High School and Trafficking Justice West are 
sponsoring a night of awareness and education on this tough 
topic. Come and learn to be proactive from two of our anti-
trafficking experts. You will be equipped as Teens, Parents and 
Community members to make a difference. Receive up-to-date 
information, learn what it looks like in our community, and be 
given tools to respond efficiently and effectively. 

There is hope! We can change our culture! 

Tuesday, March 20
7:00-8:30 pm 

Mayer Lutheran High School
Fine Arts Center

It doesn’t happen here...

or does it?

Free Public Event | Bring your questions & friends!
Content designed for junior high to adults.

Presenters, Tim and Amanda Casey, are a husband and wife team who use both their professional and 
personal experience and knowledge to bring awareness, education and hope to all sides of this complex issue.

“All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is that good men do nothing.”   —Edmund Burke
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We want to hear from you! 
We want to hear from you and learn what God is doing in your life. Each of you has an amazing story 
to share so follow the link mlhs.wufoo.com/forms/alumni-profile/, take a few minutes to fill out the 
form, send us a picture and we’ll get the word out! Questions? Email susan.parrish@mayerlutheran.org.

Alumni Corner
By Susan Parrish, Alumni Director  |  susan.parrish@mayerlutheran.org  |  612-749-4578

 

 

 

 

CHURCH WORKER ALUMNI
Mayer Lutheran High School wishes to 
acknowledge and give thanks to God 
for those alumni who are serving in 
the full-time ministry field or who have 
served in the past. If you would like to 
be added to our list, follow the link on 
our alumni Facebook page, email susan.
parrish@mayerlutheran.org, or call 612-
749-4578.

MILITARY ALUMNI
Mayer Lutheran High School wishes 
to acknowledge and thank alumni 
who are currently serving the United 
States in the military or who have 
served in the past. If you would like 
to be added to our list, follow the 
link on our alumni Facebook page, 
email susan.parrish@mayerlutheran.
org, or call 612-749-4578.

May 20, 2018
11:00 am

Vandy’s Grille
Island View Golf Course, Waconia

Questions? Email Jim Zabel at 
jimzabs04@aol.com

1968 
50th CLASS REUNION

SAVE THE 

DATE!

Believe it or not, summer is just around the corner! (Someone needs 
to tell Mother Nature!) Watch your mail this week for the 2018 
MAYER KNIGHTS/CRUSADERS SUMMER CAMPS information 
card! Go to mayerlutheran.org TODAY to reserve your spot (Pay now 
or later, online or with a check). 
 New this year...Knights Sports Performance Camp coached by 
MLHS athletic trainer, Eric Thompson! This is strength and agility 
training to prepare athletes in grades 6–12 for their upcoming 
sport seasons! Also new this year is Knights in Training which is geared toward 
our younger atheletes in grades 3–5. This camp will teach them lifelong habits for training and 
preparing themselves for a safe, successful, and active year! 
 This summer Mayer Knights also offers basketball, volleyball, football, soccer, baseball, robotics, jazz band, archery, 
drama, ceramics and multi-media art. Come and join us! Call Barb Christopherson at 763-257-7447 if you have any questions! 

SAVE YOUR SPOT–REGISTER TODAY!

Camps!Camps!Summer‘18
Summer‘18

Youth Activities Outreach of Mayer Lutheran High School

Youth Activities Outreach of Mayer Lutheran High School

IN SYMPATHY
Our thoughts and prayers 
go out to the family 
of Charlotte (Wolter) 
Alpaugh, (’76). Charlotte 
was called to her eternal 
home on January 28, 
2018.  May God’s peace 
be with friends and 
family during this time 
and the days ahead.

HIS SERVICE
Follow Andriana Ernst 
(‘13) as she continues 
her travels on the World 
Race expedition.  This is 
an 11-month journey of 
serving and being the 
hands and feet of Jesus.  
Feel free to read her 

entire blog at http://adrianaernst.theworldrace.org/ to 
better understand this mission.
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Family and friends,

Today marked the Peruvian Medical 
Experience’s fourth day in Arequipa, 
and the second of our rotation through 
a variety of shadowing and assisting 
activities. Yesterday, you got a glimpse 
of what a day in the life of a bombero 
might look like. Today, I had the 
opportunity to spend time with a social 
worker named Maria in the morning, 
and a physician at the Maria Madre Clinic 
in the afternoon.
 Maria’s job involves making home 
visits in the Cayma, Arequipa, area. As 
a social worker, she checks in on the 
physical, social, and emotional needs 
of various residents, many of whom 
she sees multiple times per week. On 
our visits this morning, myself and 
three other students first watched and 
listened as Maria went through her 
routine questions, individually tailored 
to each situation. With some folks, she 
would verify that their meals were being 
provided according to agreements made 
with neighbors or the local church. With 

others, she would question them about 
the sustainability of their living situation 
and see if plans were in place for the 
future. Others simply appreciated the 
presence of a visitor, sharing about the 
fruit in their garden or the age of their 
children.
 To remind us students of the dire 
circumstances facing many of the 
people we visited, Maria asked follow 
up questions about 
major events in our 
hosts’ lives whenever 
possible. Sometimes, 
the stories were tragic 
enough that she would 
share them after we left, 
to avoid making each 
person relive the past. 
One man had struggled 
through various levels of 
shelter and employment, 
including the heartbreak 
of meeting his birth mother a single 
time, before being written out of the 
family will and left with few connections 

or resources. A young 
woman we met suffered 
sexual exploitation by a 
family friend and is now 
faced with the challenge 
of caring for both her 
own child and her aging, 
visually impaired mother. 
The strength of these 
individuals is admirable, 
and each story served as 
a humbling reminder of 
the plight surrounding 
our lodging in Arequipa. 
Maria certainly advocates 
for the sociological 
health of those she visits 
and is a valuable addition 
to our rotations.
 The final portion of 
my day was spent at the 
Maria Madre Clinic, a 

private nonprofit clinic supported by the 
ministry of the Catholic priest organizing 
our stay in Arequipa, Father Alex. The 
summer months and a rainy day made 
for a slow afternoon, but this also meant 
that there was ample time to talk with 
the physicians and support staff in 
addition to viewing patient encounters 
as they came. The cases I did see were 
diverse in nature, from an infant checkup 

to an examination of a leg wound. 
The needs of the target population 
are certainly multi-faceted, and this 
was reflected in the adaptability of the 
doctor’s examination method. While 
more exposure to patients would have 
been ideal for a pre-med student, any 
opportunity to view a physician at work 
in a healthcare system outside of the 
United States nicely supplemented the 
work we had already completed with US 
medical professionals in the past weeks.
Some of the other activities for our class 
today included attending a newborn 
resuscitation class, more shadowing at 
a second clinic in Arequipa, and helping 
out at a community kitchen. Before 
and after a delicious dinner, we also 
started to hear brief presentations about 
different diseases in Peru. To unwind 
this evening, we are engaging in group 
sing-alongs with guitar accompaniment, 
featuring the musical talents hidden in 
our group. Tomorrow we look forward to 
another day of rotations.   ~Ben Quiram

Crusader Cru
MLHS ALUMNI NEWS

WELCOME TO THE CRUSADER CRUX where we highlight how Jesus is alive 
in fellow alums lives.

Social Work and 
Clinic Shadowing
Published January 24, 2018 by 
peruvianmedicalexperience040118

Over the month of January, eighteen St. Olaf students traveled to Peru where they worked 
alongside health care professionals to set up health and dental clinics and provide basic care 
to patients in underserved communities in Cusco, the Sacred Valley, and Arequipa. This team 
included MLHS’s very own Ben Quiram, Class of 2016.  ou can read about his experience 
in the following blog. Thank you, Ben for representing MLHS so well. Most of all thank 
you for showing the love of Christ through your loving service to so many. Go to https://
peruvianmedicalexperience.wordpress.com and read the entire blog written by Ben’s team.

One of the humble homes we visited this morning 

Maria using any means necessary to make me feel short  
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The PSAT test scores have been 
distributed to our juniors. The ASPIRE 
scores will be distributed to both 
freshmen and sophomores in March. 
Please take time to review the results 
with your child. Contact me with any 
questions or concerns you may have.
   The national AP tests are coming 
up in May, however the deadline to 
register is in March. I have visited all 

the AP classrooms gathering information for those taking 
the tests and distributed booklets to help them prepare. The 
schedule for AP tests are listed below.
 A letter will be coming to all senior parents in regard to 
their child’s college acceptance and all offers for financial 
aid. When you receive this letter, please fill it out and send 
it back with all pertinent information. This information is 
strictly used for MLHS recruitment and will not be shared on 
an individual basis.
 Don’t forget to check the Daily Blast and Email Extra for 
scholarships that are being offered. We have also added a 
link on Mayer Lutheran High website under the ‘Students’ 
tab, with scholarship information. All new scholarships are 
added as they come across my desk. Many local scholarships 
are coming through so encourage your senior to stop by 
my office and check them out. There is a lot of money 
available—encourage your senior to apply! (There are also 
specific scholarships offered to under-classmen.)

AP Test Dates: 
Tuesday, May 8, 12 pm: Physics
Wednesday, May 9, 8 am: English Literature & Comp.
Tuesday, May 15, 8 am: Calculus
Thursday, May 17, 8 am: World History 

ACT Dates: 
April 14  (register by March 9)
June 9  (register by May 4) Exam held at MLHS.
Visit www.actstudent.org for more details and registration

By Debra Kelzer, Guidance Counselor  
debra.kelzer@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1012

Counselor’s Corner DEFENDING THE FAITH (Adult Education)

WEDNESDAYS
APRIL 4–MAY 16, 2018
7:00–8:30 pm  |  MLHS
Pastor Stefan Wismar

Avowed atheist Christopher Hitchens says 
this about religion in his book God is Not 
Great, “Religion is man-made. Even the men 
who made it cannot agree on what their 
prophets or redeemers or gurus actually said 
or did.” Richard Dawkins, another atheist, 
finds the study of theology a complete waste of time, “What 
has ‘theology’ ever said that is of the smallest use to anybody? 
When has ‘theology’ ever said anything that is demonstrably 
true and is not obvious? What makes you think that ‘theology’ 
is a subject at all?” What these men express is a worldview that 
is not merely non-Christian but anti-Christian. Challenges like 
these can occur at any time and in any place to anyone who 
bears the name of Christ. How would you respond? Do you 
have the answers to these challenges and others? Or does the 
prospect of such challenges cause your faith to shrink in fear? 
Well, be not afraid. There are solid answers to each and every 
objection raised by the godless. The Defending the Faith class 
will equip adults to answer these objections to Christianity. 
Invite your friends, this is class is open to the public.
 If you would like to participate please sign up using the link 
https://mlhs.wufoo.com/forms/defending-the-faith-for-parents 
or call the school office, 952-657-2251.
 There is no cost other than purchasing a copy of Lee Strobel’s 
book, The Case for Christ.

MLHS 2018-19 Returning Students: 
Re-Enrollment
Families with students currently in grades 9–11 have been sent 
an instructional email from TADS that contains the secure, coded 
link to your 2017-18 enrollment data. 
Re-enrollment for the 2018-19 school year can occur only 
through the use of this link. Upon accessing the data, you will 
have opportunity to update any information that has changed 
(phone numbers, health status, email addresses, emergency 
contacts, etc.) over the last year.  
The initial fee for re-enrollment is the Application Fee, $100 if 
submitted by March 1. The subsequent annual re-enrollment fee 
is the Enrollment Fee, $650 if submitted by May 1. You’ll find 
payment options available when you complete the data update.
 Also, Financial Aid Applications are due March 1. You may 
apply online via TADS only AFTER you have completed the re-
enrollment process.
 If you have questions regarding your child’s re-enrollment or 
financial aid, please contact Dan Perrel at 952-657-2251, x1011 
or dan.perrel@mayerlutheran.org.
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T H E  L A S T  W O R D

Do not minimize the impact that high 
school has on students. What happens 
in the classroom, through activities, 
and through the experiences that occur 
with peers—all of it is foundational to 
who students will become. Students 
experience curriculum and instruction, 
they learn to think and discern, and 
they master academic and life skills that 
will serve them in college and beyond. 
They learn to navigate relationships with 
teachers, parents, coaches/advisors, 
and peers. High school is challenging 
and it can be frustrating. High school 
is filled with opportunities and success 
stories. High school is a laboratory where 
students learn and learn to live.
 The high school years are significantly 
influential. The people—family, 
teachers, coaches/advisors, and peers—
all contribute ideas and experiences 
that will shape students. Sometimes 
students experience encouragement, 
other times they will be confronted with 
discouragement. How the myriad of 
influencers like people, curriculum, and 
circumstances shape a student depends 
to a significant degree on the perspective 
from which the influencers originate.
 One perspective is that of the world. 
This perspective tries to tell students that 
they can define what is true. That they 
deserve to be happy and therefore they 

should, more or less, receive what they 
want. That they are not really responsible 
for their mistakes and therefore should 
not endure consequences for wrong 
actions. The world sets expectations 
for success and believes that effort is 
worthwhile when it is linked to material 
gain or status. This perspective desires 
to place human reason, pleasure, or 
even themselves in the place of greatest 
importance.
 The other perspective is based on what 
God tells us about life in this world. We 
are broken because of sin. Our worth 
comes from God who redeemed us 
through the sacrifice of His one and 
only Son. There are no promises about 
getting what we want or that life itself 
will be easy. Consequences are part of 
this life, and the ultimate consequence is 
death itself. But this perspective doesn’t 
leave us without hope! It provides exactly 
what we need the most—a Savior! 
Through the message of the Gospel and 
the work of the Holy Spirit we receive 
the gift of faith in Jesus and with it the 
ultimate promise of the day when we 
will receive life as it should be, in heaven, 
for all eternity.
 Which perspective is better for high 
school students to experience? There is 
no doubt that high school must be about 
learning course content and skills. This 

is the foundation 
for moving into 
college, careers, 
and adulthood. 
What accompanies 
an education is a world view that is 
either Christ-centered or Christ-adverse. 
Whichever world view accompanies the 
education and experiences that occur 
during the high school years, that world 
view will likely shape the student for 
life. One view leads to heaven and the 
other doesn’t. Anyone who knows me 
understands that I believe the only choice 
is a high school environment that has 
Jesus at the center. This Christ-centered 
education is the one that prepares 
students to respond to the love of God 
through faithful service. This is the one 
that helps students develop knowledge 
and skills, not just for their own benefit, 
but to benefit others. This environment 
answers the great commission by 
immersing students in an education that 
encourages life-long discipleship.
 Mayer Lutheran is that kind of school, 
where intellectual skills are developed, 
where preparation for life occurs, and 
where faith in Christ is central to all that 
is done.

By Kevin Wilaby, Principal  |  kevin.wilabymayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1008

The Influence of High School

RENAE JOHNSON, our dear friend and faithful servant to the kids of MLHS has 
taken a new position in our community. She leaves our school to serve the 
Ridgeview Home Medical office in Waconia. During her decade-plus service at 
MLHS, Renae has provided diligent, faithful, and loving service with a great sense 
of humor and winsome approach to the many tasks necessary to keep MLHS 
running smoothly. We all wish her our very best and she and her family will remain 
in our prayers. No matter where the US Postal Service delivers her mail, Renae 
always has a home at Mayer Lutheran High School!

Susan Parrish, our Director of Alumni Engagement, will serve as the Association Office Assistant as 
well. We welcome Susan to the Association office and pray the Lord’s blessing upon her as she joins 
all of us in preparing the next generation of Christian leaders. 
You can contact Susan at susan.parrish@mayerlutheran.org, 952-657-2251  x1002
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Crusader Day From theme days and sporting events to 
student contests and coronation, SnoFest 2018 
was a fun week of celebrating winter at MLHS!
Congratulations to SnoFest King Matt Menth 

and Queen Sophie Heuer!

Lumberjack vs Tree

Doctor vs Patient


