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Grandparents Hit the Campus!

Band Tour 2018!

Spring Concert and Art Exhibit
May 16  |  7 PM

Dear Friends of Mayer Lutheran High School,

A very warm and sunny greeting to you in the name of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ!
 When May rolls around, we all know that for our students, and teachers, the end of school is 
near. The prospect of two months of relatively un-scheduled days and a chance to travel, study, 
recreate, or just sleep late is on the minds of many. It is a great time of year and the recent 
warmth and sunshine reminds us that winter is finished, finally! Praise God!
 The end of another school year reminds all of us just how precious the gift of time is. Moms 
and dads of our seniors cannot believe how quickly their kindergartner has become a high 
school graduate. I’m finishing my thirty-fifth year in the teaching ministry and it all seems like 
only yesterday I was a nervous rookie with no clue what lay ahead in my professional and 
personal life. Indeed, our God who created time has also walked right by our side the past 
school year and through the many school years that have gone before. Yes, time is precious.
 Time is precious to our ministry of preparing the next generation of Christian leaders. For 
fifty-eight years Mayer Lutheran High School has nurtured and equipped young people to be 
God’s lights to a very dark world. Our 3,400 graduates have taken God’s gift of time and done 
remarkable things with it. Each month, this newsletter shares a story or two about our amazing 
alumni, barely scratching the surface in the stories that could and should be shared. To all 
alumni reading this, keep the stories coming!
 Time is also precious to our building project. For the past decade we have planned the 
incredible edifice that will soon be occupied in August. Care and patience mark the work 
in planning, raising funds, and executing the construction of an additional 38,000 square-
feet of learning space. Over the next twenty years, we will work to pay off the $2.5 million 
mortgage—a wonderful gift that enables us to use the space now while paying for it over time. 
 One notable gift of time evident on our campus has been the ministry of Gary Loontjer. At 
2:00 pm on May 27, Mr. Loontjer will attend his final commencement exercises as a Lutheran 
teacher. His retirement is a reminder that even the best of times must come to an end. We are 
grateful for Gary’s wise leadership and faithful service. His innovation and initiative will always 
be remembered. His faithfulness to the Lord and His precious children will stand as a testimony 
to all that is good and right in Lutheran schools. We wish Gary and his bride, Sue, all of God’s 
blessings as they head into a new time in their lives. We hope you can join us on May 16, after 
the Spring Concert and Art Exhibit, to celebrate their ministry and to take time to share your 
appreciation for such good and faithful servants.
 Yes, all good things must come to an end. Whether an academic year, a building project, 
or a teaching career, time marches on. And yet, when these times come in our lives, we are 
compelled to do one thing—REJOICE!! Rejoice in the gift of time that enables us to serve the 
Lord and His people. Rejoice in the times of plenty and the times of want. Rejoice in sickness 
and health. Rejoice with all the angels of heaven when a little one comes to know Jesus. Rejoice 
when the end of our time on earth is near. For the best time is yet to come when we will, 
through Jesus Christ, dwell in the house of the Lord forever.
 Enjoy the month of May and all the excitement that comes with it. After all, while the end 
may be near, by the grace of God the future is a bright as a warm spring day!

In Christ,

The End is Near

COVER
Top photo: Kaitlyn Anderson with grandparents Gary & Helen Anderson
Bottom drawing: By Haley Rohwer, senior  |  woman (charcoal)
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MLHS Class of 2018
CLASS OF 2018
M O T T O

The true test of character is not how much we know how to do, 
but how we behave when we don’t know what to do.

B I B L E  V E R S E

Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for 
the Lord, not for men, since you know that you will receive an 
inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are 
serving.  Colossians 3:23-24

Each year, the top four students in the graduating class are 
recognized for their exemplary scholarship. Congratulations to 
these 2018 Mayer Lutheran High School students.

Valedictorian: Joshua Marlatt
College: Concordia University, Nebraska
Major: Pre-Seminary
Favorite Class: Christian Ethics
Favorite Teacher: Pastor Wismar
Favorite Memory: Winning One Act Play sub-sections
Parents: Jeff & Kristine Marlatt, Minnetrista, MN 

Salutatorian: Katelyn Cooper 
College: Iowa State University
Major: Journalism and Mass Communication
Favorite Class: Psychology with Mr. Masters
Favorite Teacher: Mr. Gustin
Favorite Memories: Playing in pep band, wind ensemble, and pit 
orchestra, making music, joking, goofing off, and having fun. 
Parents: Aaron & Kimberly Cooper, Cologne, MN

Scripture Reader: Alex Telford
College: Bethel University
Army National Guard
Major: Undecided
Favorite Class: AP World History
Favorite Memory: Playing The Cowardly Lion in “The Wizard of Oz”
 sophomore year, fall 2015 
Parents: Kevin & Tammy Telford, Waconia, MN

Scripture Reader: Johnathan Erdmann
College: North Dakota State University
Major: Engineering
Favorite Class: Defending the Faith
Favorite Teacher: Mr. Loontjer
Favorite Memory: Marching to Mobil with the whole band while
 playing “Just a Closer Walk With Thee”.
Parents: Andrew & Jennifer Erdmann, Chanhassen, MN

Blessings to the Class of 2018 top scholars:
Joshua Marlatt—Valedictorian
Katelyn Cooper—Salutatorian
Alex Telford—Scripture Reader
Johnathan Erdmann—Scripture Reader

Top Scholars

MLHS 2018 Top Scholars: Johnathan Erdmann, Josh Marlatt, Katelyn Cooper, Alex Telford

MAYER LUTHERAN 
HIGH SCHOOL 

CLASS OF 2018 
Join us as we honor the 

54th Graduating Class 
of Mayer Lutheran High School

C O M M E N C E M E N T 

Sunday, May 27, 2 PM

Congratulations to all of 
the Christian leaders in 

the class of 2018!
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Mr. Loontjer to Retire

AT THE END OF THIS SCHOOL YEAR, Mr. Gary Loontjer will retire from teaching at 
Mayer Lutheran High School. He and his wife of 44 years, Sue, will continue to live 
in their Lester Prairie, MN home, raise grapes, visit their six grandchildren, and enjoy 
a somewhat carefree schedule. Mr. Loontjer will remain on the Mayer Lutheran High 
School staff as the Director of Transportation and some coaching.
   Mr. Loontjer grew up in Deshler, Nebraska and attended Bethlehem Lutheran School 
in Kiowa, NE, walking three miles to school each day. In eighth grade, Bethlehem 
merged with St. Peter’s Lutheran School in Deshler, and he attended St. Peter’s for 
his last year of elementary school. He graduated from Deshler High School in 1971 
and enrolled at Concordia Teachers College in Seward, NE, graduating in 1975 with a 
degree in teaching science. Mr. Loontjer attended Concordia in Seward for graduate 
school, earning two degrees, a MS in Classroom Education in 1983 and a MS in School 
Administration in 2003.
   Throughout his forty-three years of working in Lutheran schools, Mr. Loontjer has 
served students in a wide variety of settings. His first teaching job was at Holy Cross 
Lutheran School in Detroit. From 1975-83, Mr. Loontjer taught science, math, and 

choir and coached flag football, wrestling, basketball, indoor and outdoor track and field, softball, and, in the summer, baseball. In 
1983, the Loontjers moved to Seward, NE where he taught science in the middle school of St. John’s Lutheran School and coached 
flag football, boys’ and girls’ basketball, and track. Mr. Loontjer became a high school chemistry and physics teacher in 1995 at 
Lincoln Lutheran Jr.-Sr. High School in Lincoln, NE. While in Lincoln, he coached football, basketball, track, and started the school’s 
Knowledge Bowl/Quiz Bowl team. In 2003, Christ Community Lutheran School in St. Louis, MO called Mr. Loontjer to be, in his 
words, “a half-time administrator, half-time teacher, and half-time 
athletic director.”At CCLS he taught science and Spanish. Finally, in 
2006, the Loontjers arrived in Minnesota to teach at Mayer Lutheran 
High School, where he started the STEM program, robotics team, 
Knowledge Bowl/Quiz Bowl team, and trapshooting program. He also 
coached football, girls’ basketball, and golf and also is serving as the 
Director of Transportation.
 The Loontjers were married in 1974 and have been blessed with 
three children, Kevin, who is an Orthopedic Physician’s Assistant in 
Omaha, NE; Kim, who is a political science professor at Concordia 
University, Wisconsin; and Curtis, who is a merchandiser for the 
Nestle’s Foods company in Watertown, Wisconsin. They have been 
blessed with six grandchildren ages 12 to 18-months, three boys and 
three girls.
 Mr. Loontjer has been a significant blessing to his MLHS family. His 
career embodies one of his favorite sayings, “Anything worth doing 
is worth doing well.” More importantly, he has dedicated his life in 
the pursuit of preparing Christian leaders and making sure the words 
of the Apostle Paul in Ephesians 2:8-10 ring true in the hearts and 
minds of every child he encountered: For by grace you have been 
saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 
God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
 We will miss Mr. Loontjer in the hallways and classrooms of MLHS.  
But, he will still live in the area and be a presence on our campus 
whenever he likes. After the Spring Concert on May 16, we will host a 
reception to honor the Loontjers in the atrium of the Fine Arts Center.  
We invite you to take the time to share your appreciation that evening.  
Cards and gifts are most appreciated as a tangible way to say thanks to 
good and faithful servants like Gary and Sue Loontjer!
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Vice is bad and Virtue is good. On these 
two points everyone agrees. However, 
what is a vice and what is a virtue there is 
much disagreement. It was not always so. 
Even ancient Rome for all of its excesses 
understood the difference between what 
is vicious and what is virtuous. However, 
today we often find that what once was 
so clearly defined as virtue has become 
a vice and what was once a vice has 
become a virtue. 
 In ancient Rome when a conquering 
hero returned he was given a victory 
parade. He was celebrated for what 
he had accomplished. Yet, in order 
that he might not become conceited, 
puffed up or arrogant, the one who 
drove the victor’s chariot cried in his ear 
either, “Remember you are a man,” or 
“Remember, you will die.” Even this 

pagan culture saw the wisdom in keeping 
its greatest heroes humble. Why? “Pride 
comes before the fall.” Rome did not 
want its heroes to fall nor did it want the 
glory of the Empire to fall either. 
 Rome understood what the Bible (O.T. 
and N.T.) makes even clearer: Arrogance, 
Pride, Conceit, Being Puffed-Up are vices. 
Humility is the virtue. Today, however, 
I have noticed a very visual reversal in 
the arena of High School Athletics. The 
‘Fat-Head’ has become the virtue and 
humility, well . . . maybe not a vice, but 
certainly irrelevant. Fat-Head is capitalized 
on purpose because, believe it or not, it is 
a name brand product that allows you to 
blow yourself up to life-size to be hung up 
on the wall: Look at me! I’m awesome!! 
I must be a superstar because look at 
that big ol’ picture of me hanging in the 

gym for all to see. 
What is absent? Any 
picture to deflate the 
Fat-Head with the 
reminder that he or she is but mortal and 
he or she will die. Without the reminder 
to be humble Fat-Head becomes a virtue. 
How this reversal has occurred—I cannot 
say; the process has most certainly been 
gradual. One thing is for sure: When a 
society has changed vice into virtue it has 
truly become decadent. And decadence 
has no partnership with Christ and His 
Church.
 Fat-Heads are easy to deflate—because 
they are empty and vain. All one needs 
is a pin. Here is mine: “Do nothing from 
selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility 
count others more significant than 
yourselves.” (Philippians 2:3 ESV) 

International Student Host 
Families Needed
Will you consider using the gift of hospitality?

Mayer Lutheran’s international student program relies 
on families opening up their homes and hearts to 
students from around the world. In the current school 
year, students from Vietnam, Liberia, South Korea, and 
Spain have been part of the Mayer Lutheran family. 

As we look to the 2018-19 school year we need new 
host families to come forward. Opportunities for this 
coming school year include:
 • Two students from China
 • Two  students from Spain
 • Opportunities to students from South Korea

Please pray about this opportunity. This is not limited 
to families of current students. If you are willing to 
open your home, learn about another culture and 
share the American way of life, and make sure these 
students meet Jesus along the way, then you are 
ready to step forward and learn about hosting an 
international student.

Contact Kevin Wilaby, Principal for more information.  
952-657-2251 x1008, 952-426-8496 (cell).

R E L I G I O N  D E P A R T M E N T  N E W S
Pastor Wismar, Religion Chair  |  stefan.wismar@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1101

On Vice and Virture
A Perspective on Christian Leadership in the Arena of High School Athletics
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Congratulations to our two 8th grade Knights 
Boys Basketball teams, for their showing at 
the MYAS State Tournament. Our Knights 
8th grade Black team, coached by Jeremy 
Voelker, won the Youth 1st Team Award in 
recognition of the positive conduct and good 
sportsmanship modeled by the players, coaches 
and fans! Congratulations to Christopher 
Corrigan, Monte Diedrick, Nate Pawelk, Weston 
Stahlke, Nate Voelker, Logan Roy, Michael 
Corey, Aidan Corbett, and Sam Dennis.  
 Our Knights 8th grade Red team, coached by 
Jeremy Hoese and Tim Jopp, took 1st place in 
the MYAS Boys 8th Grade A3 Tournament! Congratulations to Isaac Hahn, Ty Hoese, Abram Jopp, Elijah Jopp, Teigen Martin, 
Brandon Mosley, Caleb Olsen, and Connor Olsen. Look for their banner above my office door at MLHS.
 Please register now and secure your spot for our 2018 Summer Knights/Crusaders Camps! Register online and pay now or 
pay later (by the first day of your camp). Camps are filling up this year faster than in the past so secure your spot! Look for 
the special deal on participating in both the Ceramics and Multi-Media camps! Look for our new Knights Sports Performance 
camp and our Knights In Training camp coached by MLHS athletic trainer Eric Thompson! Register at mayerlutheran.org, click 
on Youth Programs, Knights Activities. If you have any questions, call Barb Christopherson at 763-257-7447! 

Youth Activities Outreach of Mayer Lutheran High School

Wash 
    Me!

The MLHS Mission Trip Team 
is offering a window washing 
service this summer and fall. 
We will send a team to your 
house or place of business to 
wash windows in exchange for 
a donation to our mission trip. 
 If you have questions, or would 
like to set up a window washing 
time, please contact Dave Lane at 
dave.lane@mayerlutheran.org.

2018-19 
MLHS MISSION TRIP SIGNUP

Sign up is 
underway for 
the 2018-19 
MLHS Mexico 
Mission Trip, 
December 27, 
2018–January 
5, 2019. If you 
would like to 
share the love 
of Jesus with 
the kids and 

adults in the Anapra community, please 
don’t hesitate to inquire about this 
opportunity. Parents encourage your high 
school age child to be a part of this life-
changing experience! Adults are welcome.
 Please email Mr. Lane at david.lane@
mayerlutheran.org for a sign-up packet or 
more infomation.

Mayer Knights 8th Grade Black Team
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MASC/MAHS State Student Council Convention
By Harrison Green

The 2018 MASC/MAHS State 
Convention was held at ACGC 
High School in Grove City, MN, 
April 7-9, under the theme, 
“It’s Out of This World.” A 
theme having a little fun with 
the second city that makes up 
ACGC—Atwater-Cosmos. This 
year’s delegates from Mayer 
Lutheran were Maia Klaustermeier 
(9), Greyson McKinney (9), and 
Harrison Green (11). 
 We had a few speakers, who 
talked about a variety of topics 
including leadership, personal 
finances, and the Opioid epidemic. We enjoyed our time at the convention and 
learned a lot about how to lead strong. We also walked away with many good 
ideas for the Crusader Council to consider next year as we joined in roundtables 
that shared great ideas from Student Councils across the state. 
 We would like to thank everyone that supported our fundraisers this year 
along with the MLHS Boosters. Your generosity helps us be able to attend these 
meaningful events that help shape us into the next generation of Christian leaders. 

Harrison Green, Greyson McKinney, Maia Klaustermeier

Sophomore Class Representatives
MAIA KLAUSTERMEIER
COLLIN MANLEY
GREYSON MCKINNEY
SAM OLSON

Junior Class Representatives
KAITLYN ANDERSON
DELANEY BOEHLKE
ANDREW KUHNAU
TAVION SAULSBURY
JOSEPH SWITCH

Senior Class Representatives
LANE BODE
SHELBY GABBERT
SYMONE JOPP
SARAH PARRISH
MICKEY VENERO

Crusader Council Faculty Advisor 
PASTOR STEFAN WISMAR

Executive Council President
KAITLYN SHIPLER

Executive Council Vice-President
HARRISON GREEN

Senior Class President
JACK HEINLEIN

Junior Class President
ZACHARY FROMAN

Elections for the incoming 
Freshmen class will be held in 
the fall.

MLHS Student Council 2018-19
Congratulations to the newly elected and appointed 2018-2019 Crusader Council! 
We are pleased to announce the following students who will serve on the Crusader 
Council next year:

Again congratulations to these students! They are to be 
commended for their willingness to serve the student body 
of Mayer Lutheran. We are looking forward to a great year of 
leading through service!

Kaitlyn Shipler

Harrison Green

April 27 was a most wonderful day 
on the campus of Mayer Lutheran 
as we hosted 164 grandparents of 
current students. The morning started 
with donuts and coffee followed by 
band and choir performances, student 
presentations, lunch, and a tour of the 
new field house and office construction 
was a highlight the day.
 We grateful for all the faithful 
grandparents of our MLHS family. 
To God all praise and glory!

Grandparents’ Day

Mya & Abby Chmielewski, Darrel & Mary Jo Menth

Grandparents on tour of the new facility!

Hailey Duick, Brenda Duick and GREAT grandma 
Janice Nordine
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MAY 16, 2018
7:00 PM  |  MLHS

Please join us after the program for a retirement reception honoring Gary Loontjer.

P R E PA R I N G  T H E  N E X T  G E N E R AT I O N  O F  C H R I ST I A N  L E A D E R S

MAYER
LUTHERAN 
HIGH SCHOOL
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We want to hear from you! 
We want to hear from you and learn what God is doing in your life. Each of you has an amazing 
story to share so follow the link mlhs.wufoo.com/forms/alumni-profile/, take a few minutes to 
fill out the form, send us a picture and we’ll get the word out! 
Questions? Email susan.parrish@mayerlutheran.org.

Alumni Corner
By Susan Parrish, Alumni Director  |  susan.parrish@mayerlutheran.org  |  612-749-4578

CHURCH WORKER 
ALUMNI
Mayer Lutheran High School wishes 
to acknowledge and give thanks to 
God for those alumni who are serving 
in the full-time ministry field or who 
have served in the past. If you would 
like to be added to our list, follow the 
link on our alumni Facebook page, 
email susan.parrish@mayerlutheran.
org, or call 612-749-4578.

MILITARY ALUMNI
Mayer Lutheran High School wishes 
to acknowledge and thank alumni 
who are currently serving the United 
States in the military or who have 
served in the past. If you would like 
to be added to our list, follow the link 
on our alumni Facebook page, email 
susan.parrish@mayerlutheran.org, or 
call 612-749-4578.

IN HIS SERVICE

Follow 
Andriana 
Ernst (‘13) as 
she continues 
her travels 
on the 
World Race 
expedition. 
This is an 
11-month 

journey of serving and being 
the hands and feet of Jesus. Feel 
free to read her entire blog at 
http://adrianaernst.theworldrace.
org/ to better understand this 
mission.

May 20, 2018
11:00 am

Vandy’s Grille
Island View Golf Course, Waconia

Questions? Email Jim Zabel at 
jimzabs04@aol.com

1968 
50th CLASS REUNION

July 14, 2018

Location and time to follow

1978 
40th CLASS REUNION

Campus Ministry Leader
Congratulations 
to Brittany 
Wilaby (Class 
of ’14) who 
was recently 
named Campus 
Ministry Leader 
of the Year 
at Concordia 
University-WI. 
Brittany will be 

recognized for her ministry at the 
Baccalaureate Service on Saturday, 
May 19 in the Chapel of Christ 
Triumphant. We pray that God will 
continue to use you in mighty ways 
as you serve others in the name of 
Jesus.

Lutheran Schools of Lincoln proudly 
sponsors Michael Werner, Band 
Director at Lincoln Lutheran Middle 
& High School as our spotlight 
teacher!

Mr. Werner (Class of ‘08) travels 
each week to Christ Lutheran 
Church, Faith Lutheran School, 
Messiah Lutheran School and Trinity 
Lutheran School to share the love 
of music with their 5th graders.
   Mr. Werner says “I love being 
surrounded by fellow teachers that 
share a strong Christian faith. We 
can encourage each other in our 
vocations and focus on teaching 
Christian leadership. As the band 
director at Lincoln Lutheran, music 
is only one part of the Christ-
centered education that students 
receive. Teaching here is about 
teaching the faith of Jesus Christ, 
and I am very blessed to be here.“
   Thank you Michael for your 
dedication to music and Lutheran 
schools, preparing the next 
generation of Christian leaders 
outside of Mayer Lutheran.

Spotlight Teacher
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THIS MONTH’S ALUMUS is a 1985 
graduate of Mayer Lutheran High 
School, Paul Gnan. Paul currently lives in 
Oostburg, WI where he is the Executive 
Director at Sheboygan Area Lutheran 
High School. Paul and his wife, Kerri, 
are the proud parents of Katherine (23), 
Emily (21), and Jacob (18). He is the son 
of Harv and Bernie Gnan of Chaska. 
Paul received a BA in Secondary Math 
Education and a MS in Administration 
from Concordia University–Wisconsin.
 Paul uses his skills as he implements 
and prioritizes the mission statement 
of the school to the board, staff, and 
parents of Sheboygan Lutheran High 
School. There is what seems to be an 
endless list of other responsibilities 
such as yearly evaluations of the staff, 
budgets to manage, visiting local public 
and private schools, Lutheran High 
Sundays at the local churches while 
doing recruitment and community affairs 
for the school, fundraising, long range 
planning and implementation of the 
current plan.
 Even though the work load can be 
great sometimes, Paul shares many joys 
that come with his position. “Dealing 
with families and sharing the love of 
God with everyone I get to deal with or 
meet. Helping staff members grow in 
their faith and providing for their ministry 
opportunities. I get to do monthly 
Bible breakfasts that we host at school 
for senior citizens. We host them for 

breakfast and update them on things 
happening at school. We are 40 years 
old and many of them are founders and 
initial stakeholders in the school. We do 
a Bible study together and share joys in 
the ministry and what is happening in 
the Lutheran community. I obviously like 
to talk with people and share the Good 
News of Jesus Christ. We have so many 
exciting things happening at Sheboygan 
Lutheran High.”
 There are challenges each day that 
Paul depends on God to guide him 
through. “Learning to know all the 
people in Sheboygan county. I have 
a hard time being patient. I needed 
to learn about what the culture of 
Sheboygan Lutheran was all about and 
how I could use the gifts and experiences 
from my other ministry opportunities to 
serve the Lord and honor His name here 
in this Call. Time management. There 
are always ten things on my list that I 
could be doing. It is balancing family 
time, my worship and faith development, 
community involvement and work 
related duties.”
 Having a big heart, Paul volunteers at 
a local thrift shop, Neat Repeats, which 
supports their Lutheran high school. He 
can often be seen picking up furniture 
and goods that people donate, helping 
at the store by moving things, cleaning, 
sorting, and pricing goods.  Paul is 
also very active at his church, St. Paul’s 
Lutheran, with Bible study, youth work, 
information nights, and Sunday’s worship 
and activities. “As a parent at Sheboygan 
Lutheran High School, I also work for 
volunteer days at the school, sell tickets 
for events, and do concession work.”  
Ask Paul why it’s important for him to 
volunteer and he will respond by saying, 
“Other families who send their kids to 
Lutheran High have jobs too. If I would 
like them to volunteer, I need to do it as 
well. I like modeling and it is fun getting 
to know those parents in a different 
atmosphere than just school.”
 Paul shares how Mayer Lutheran has 
been instrumental in preparing him 
for his work. “The staff members were 

instrumental in helping validate my faith. 
They strengthened the values and work 
ethic that I needed to be successful in 
life. I was an average student and the 
expectation of the teachers and coaches 
helped develop the commitment to serve 
in the LCMS school ministry. I am still in 
contact with many of the people who 
influenced my life while at MLHS. I am 
grateful for the many friends who inspire 
and challenge me who are alumni. I see 
the value of how MLHS influenced my life 
and I use that in sharing the reasons for 
supporting Christian (LCMS) schools.“
 Leaving a legacy of a Christ-centered 
life is very important to Paul. “I made sure 
that my family attended Lutheran schools 
and had the same faith opportunities 
that my wife and I had so they would 
have a solid faith. The legacy of Christian 
education in my own family and the 
sacrifice my parents made for me and my 
siblings insured that I also valued faith 
development. I made lifelong friends at 
Mayer Lutheran. Many I have not seen for 
a period of time, but I would do anything 
for them because of the relationship that 
was founded at MLHS!”
 “God does not give what you can 
handle, He helps us handle what we 
are given. Integrity, loyalty, and honesty 
given with the love of Christ in mind will 
allow us to serve and do great things.  
The longer I serve in ministry the more I 
know we need to collectively serve Him 
and not squander resources. It is not 
about our kingdoms, but serving the 
Lord in promoting His Kingdom. I hope 
you are in the Word daily. Whenever I am 
faithful in reading the Bible, He reveals 
many things to me that help me be a 
better spouse, father, and neighbor.”
 Thank you for your wise words of 
wisdom, Paul! You are wonderful 
example of a man who loves the Lord 
and yearns to know and follow after 
God’s heart. May God continue to draw 
all of us in and give us a thirst to know 
Him better!

Crusader Cru
MLHS ALUMNI NEWS

WELCOME TO THE CRUSADER CRUX where we highlight how Jesus is alive 
in fellow alums lives.

Paul Gnan
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NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY CEREMONY
By Mrs. Adela Alverez, NHS Advisor

The National Honors Society Induction Ceremony officially welcomed ten juniors and 
two seniors into the society. Four senior members gave speeches on the four pillars 
of the National Honors Society: Leadership, Service, Scholarship, and Character. The 
speeches revealed the true purpose of each member in the society and what everyone 
brings to his or her school, not just in academics but in outside activities as well. 
MLHS science teacher, Mr. Loontjer, spoke on the search for true happiness and the 
difference between earthly happiness and joy we find in God. We celebrated each of 
the members, as their overall abilities in and out of school have been impactful and 
worthy of recognition. Several parents and family members attended to celebrate 
the talents God has blessed the students with. Cake and punch were served and 
fellowship followed the ceremony. We congratulate all the new inductees in National 
Honors Society and wish the very best to the senior members who will be leaving us 
next year. We give all the glory to God! 

MLHS welcomes twelve new members to the National Honor Society (L to R): Cole Cummings, Austin Bonk, Shelby Gabbert, Harrison Green, Jack Heinlein, Katelyn Shipler, Cole 
Stramer, Megan Thomas, Sophia Heuer, and Claire Kelzer.  Missing from photo: Baden Noennig and Orion Venero

Kenson Boelke spoke about Character. Haley Rohwer spoke about Leadership Mrs. Alvarez congratulates Austin Bonk
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Mayer Lutheran 
Band Tour 2018
By Katelyn Cooper, MLHS senior, MLHS band 

Well, that’s a wrap folks! The Mayer Lutheran 
Band has successfully returned from its most recent 
band tour. Happening every two years, these band 
tours are a great way for us students to get out, 
see the world, play a little music, collaborate with 
other schools, and have a lot of fun. On March 23, 
twenty students and three chaperones set out from 
the school at 4 a.m., for Kansas City, Missouri. It 
was quite a production, with hundreds of pieces of 
equipment for three different ensembles in total: 
wind ensemble, jazz band, and percussion ensemble, 
and numerous pieces of luggage. 
 After playing a chapel assembly at the Kansas 
City Lutheran High School and collaborating on 
a few pieces with the high school’s band, it was 
time to explore the town a bit. Then we met the 
host families and headed home for some much 
needed sleep, though how much of that we got is 
questionable. 
 Our next stop was Centennial Colorado. We got to 
the local Lutheran church that evening, and all that 
was left to do was to set up for the Sunday church 
service and meet our host families. That long bus 
ride, and every other one, was filled with laugher 
and chatter, movies and games, music and fun. The 
amount of pranks we pulled are innumerable, and the 
fun that was had by all was priceless. 
 Palm Sunday consisted of playing for the morning 
service at Our Father Lutheran Church in Colorado, 
skiing at Echo Park, and eating incredible pizza at 
BeauJo’s in Idaho Springs, CO. That same day we 
traveled to North Platte, Nebraska, on our way to 
the last stop of the tour. 
 Monday the 26th was a very full day. On the way 
to Lincoln we stopped at the Concordia Nebraska 
campus for chapel, a tour, and lunch, while meeting 
up with some MLHS alumni. After the great time 
spent at the campus, it was time to leave for Lincoln. 
We played at Lincoln Lutheran High School and 
performed a few charts with the high school’s band. 
It was a two performance day, so next it was off to 
Messiah Lutheran Church for the evening concert. 
After setting up and hanging out in the church 
basement for a time, it was time to play our final 
performance of the trip. It was a hit, and included 
local fifth graders and high school students on a 
few songs. It was a wonderful performance and the 
perfect way to round out the trip. 
 We rolled into the Mayer Lutheran parking lot 
on Tuesday, worn out but happy. Overall it was a 
wonderful opportunity for everyone involved, and 
a once in a lifetime experience, with stories and 
memories that will last these students for a life time.  

Meeting up with MLHS alumni at Concordia University, Nebraska. Hitting the slopes in Colorado.

Concert at Messiah Lutheran Church in Lincoln, Nebraska.
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Enrollment for the incoming freshman class is at 51 students. 
We are thankful for each student. If you’re reading this, then 
indirectly you should be thankful as well. 
 Why should you be thankful? Because you know, or you 
should know, that “every good and perfect gift is from above, 
coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no 
variation or shadow due to change (James 1:17).” 
 Why is this important? Why is our confession that each student 
is a gift, crucial to who we are at Mayer Lutheran High School? 
The answer is that no one has to attend MLHS. They can, with 
great ease, go elsewhere. Our “neck of the woods” is well-
stocked with formidable alternatives. To get to us, every family 
treads a rock strewn, often winding, uphill path. By contrast, 
the smooth, level, and well-trodden road, posted with plenty of 
indicators that “this is the way,” mark the broad boulevard to the 
local, numerous options for secondary education. 
 In the world of Christian education, especially at the high 
school level, no student, absolutely none, is a “gimme”—not 
the ones that are considering enrollment or the ones that are 
currently enrolled. I don’t care how close the golf ball is to 
the cup, you have to finish the shot. And, sadly, even when a 
positive outcome seems well within reach, sometimes the shot is 
still missed. So, when we express our gratitude for each student 
enrolled in the freshman class of 2018-19, we are, without a 
doubt, humbled that their families chose MLHS. God IS good. He 
is the giver of good gifts. 

 I end with this: If you’re wondering 
what I meant when I said that the road to 
MLHS is a “rock strewn, often winding, 
uphill path,” I’d like to be clear about my 
point—even when a student has attended 
a Christian elementary school since pre-school, by the time they 
reach 8th grade, the pull of non-Christian culture, non-Christian 
habits of thought, and non-Christian patterns of living are so 
strong, often so imbedded, so alluring, so entrenched, and most 
poignantly, so insidious that the pull toward a Gospel-based 
educational structure where the Lord Jesus is the beginning, 
middle, and end, seems only vaguely relevant when compared to 
the shiny, free, and less confrontational form of education found 
among the formidable alternatives. The sum of this reality is that 
truth, particularly Gospel truth, has taken a back seat to a new 
Asherah pole—the pursuit of wealth via the halls of education. 
 Don’t for a second misread that as a lament. It is simply the 
truth, and more importantly that truth is all the more reason we 
are so thankful for each student and each family that the Lord 
brings through our doors. For from beginning to end, it is His 
gracious work, His dominion, and His reign as King that brings 
us all good and perfect gifts. 
 May the LORD awaken your heart to thankfulness, and may 
that awakening incline you to, as Samuel, the last judge of Israel, 
said, “…turn to the LORD with all your heart…serving Him only 
(1 Sam. 7:3).”

A D M I S S I O N S  D E P A R T M E N T  N E W S
Dan Perrel, Director of Enrollment  |  dan.perrel@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1011  |  952-452-2351 (cell)

INCOMING FRESHMAN—2018

July 26-29
The Music Man is presented through special arrangement with MUSIC THEATRE INTERNATIONAL (MTI). All authorized performance materials 

also supplied by MTI, 423 West 55th St, New York, NY 10019   |  212-541-4684  •  212-397-4684 (fax)  |  www.MTIShows.com

�

Music

The

Man

THE

MUSIC

MAN
2018 MAYER COMMUNITY ARTS / SUMMER THEATRE PRESENTS:

Book, Music and Lyrics by: MEREDITH WILLSON   |  Story by: MEREDITH WILLSON and FRANKLIN LACEY

  JOIN THE CAST!

 AUDITIONS 

JUNE 2 & 3!
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90–minute 

 Jeffrey Rotz 
Financial Associate 
2041 10th Street E, Glencoe, MN 55336 
540 Lake Street, Suite 7, Excelsior, MN 55331 
(320) 864-2022/(952)222-4474 
jeffrey.rotz@thrivent.com 

Monday, September 17, 2018 
6:00-8:00 

Mayer Lutheran High School 

305 5th Street NE 

Mayer, MN 55360 

Hors d’oeuvres and refreshments will  
be served 

 

 

 

Mark Your Calendars!

Monday, September 17, 2018
6:00–8:00 pm

Mayer Lutheran High School
305 5TH Street NE
Mayer, MN 55360

Hors d’oeuvres and 
refreshments will be served
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With the end of the school year 
around the corner, there always seems 
to be so much to do! Let me know 
if I can help in the final plans before 
summer begins.
   Some questions that you can ask 
yourself or your child:
• Does your senior need to do any 
   final plans for next year?
• How about scholarships? Has your 

senior been applying?
• Is your junior signed up for the ACT in June?
• Is your junior on track with senior year classes and 
   graduation?
• How about your sophomore or freshman and next year’s 
   plans?
• What are we forgetting?????
In the final preparations for the summer events, which could 
include graduation parties, sending your student off to 
college, getting ready for the fall, please don’t hesitate to let 
me know if I can help.

AP EXAMS  
May 7-11 and May 14-18
Please encourage your child to get plenty of rest and healthy 
food to eat. These exams can be very stressful and having 
met the needs of their physical well-being is very important.  

ACT Dates: 
July 14, 2018
September 8, 2018
October 27, 2018 Exam held at MLHS
December 8, 2018
Visit www.actstudent.org for more details and registration

By Debra Kelzer, Guidance Counselor  
debra.kelzer@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1012

Counselor’s Corner

Nominated by Mr. Strehlke 

Garrett has been a key figure in Joyful 
Noise for his entire career at Mayer 
Lutheran. Besides playing guitar in 
Joyful Noise he was a teacher’s assistant 
and tutor in Guitar class, using his 
musical gift to teach others.  He has 
great passion for and knowledge of 
Modern Christian music. He has led 
me to new songs that have been added to Joyful Noise’s 
repertoire. Garrett is always willing to help out, even when there 
is short notice about needing him to play in chapel. 

Garrett’s parents are Andrew and Jennifer Tjernagel of Waconia, MN. 

Nominated by Mr. Gustin

Mr. Gustin wrote, “Mya and Nicole 
both exemplify the servant heart 
we desire our students to have. 
Over the course of their time at 
Mayer Lutheran, I have seen these 
two students step up on many 
occasions to provide assistance. 
They have been a huge help to me 
by coming in, outside of school 
hours even in the summer, to lend 
a hand. I have witnessed their service, both to 
me personally and to the school as a whole, influence others. 
The Mayer Lutheran community is a better place because of 
Mya and Nicole’s presence the past four years.”

Mya’s parents are Gordon and DeAnn Chmielewski of Mayer, MN.
Nicoles’s parents are Scott and Theresa Klaustermeier of Waconia, MN.

Student Spotlight

Academic Student of the Month
Ashley Schwichtenberg
Nominated by Mrs. Hoback 

Ashley (Sophomore) is excelling in 
Geometry, with her overall score better 
than 100%. She has a great work eth-
ic, coming with assignments completed 
and asking questions on any problem 
she struggles with. She participates in 
class and is willing to work with her 
peers when they ask her for home-
work help. Ashley goes beyond the easy answers 
and strives to fully understand the material. As a result, she sees 
the connection of the work from one chapter to the next and 
retains her knowledge throughout the course.
Ashley’s parents are Paul and Jill Schwichtenberg of NYA, MN.

Service Students of the Month
Seniors Garrett Tjernagel, Mya Chmielewski, 
Nicole Klaustermeier

MLHS BLOOD DRIVE
Another successful blood drive at Mayer Lutheran. Each year 
the Senior Leadership Class sponsors the Americian Red 
Cross Blood Drive on our campus. On May 2, our community 
heroes were saving lives by lying down on the job! Thank you 
students and local donors!
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T H E  L A S T  W O R D

I read an article that discussed how distracted people are 
becoming. The article made me think about how distracted I can 
be and how distracted students can be. The more I thought about 
the things that distract me the more I realized that I am living in a 
world that has developed an increasing number of items that fuel 
my distractibility. Fighting distractions is a continuous and almost 
unwinnable battle. I am more distracted at this point in my life 
than I have ever been. I don’t believe I am alone.
 Consider the following distraction scenarios that I believe we 
have all experienced, at least in some way.  
You are involved in a face-to-face conversation when your 
cell phone vibrates in your pocket. Immediately you stop 
hearing the person talking to you and your focus shifts to your 
cell phone. Your mind is filled with questions. “What have I 
received? Who is it from? Is it important? Should I check it 
now?” Before you know it you have removed your cell phone 
from your pocket and are reading the message.
 While working on your computer a new email notification 
pops up in the corner or the screen. You are involved in a task 
that needs to be completed, but the email seems interesting 
and even important. What do you do, continue working on the 
task at hand or jump to your email to see what has just arrived?  
 Distractions impact relationships. People spend more times 
interacting with each other via technology (email, texting, 
Instagram, Facebook, or Snap Chat) than they do in face to 
face conversations. It seems to be more important to read a few 
sentences, see a silly picture, or watch a brief video than it is 
to sit in the presence of another person and talk. In fact, these 
digital messages distract us from being fully present in face-to-
face conversations. We allow these digital messages to interrupt 
or even replace real people, to some degree, in our lives. For 

some people keeping a Snapchat streak 
alive is more important than talking to 
the person right next them. Does this 
make any sense? When situations in 
life get tough, what matters more, 100 
short Facebook messages or time in the 
presence of a friend who listens and responds?
 Distractions impact productivity. Have you noticed that when 
you sit down to get something done, immediately your mind is 
filled with a list of other things that need to be done? Do you 
get up and do some of these other things? Every cell phone 
notification is a reason to break away from the task at hand 
and check on what is happening. Are you frustrated because a 
30-minute task is still not completed an hour later? It seems that 
people find it more and more difficult to commit to distraction 
free work time. I wonder if distraction free work time would lead 
to less stress and more time for other things that we enjoy?
 Distractions are not only impacting relationships and 
productivity, but Satan is using distractions to attempt to move 
our minds and hearts away from Jesus. Satan wants to distract 
us with all the fun and enjoyable ways we can spend our time 
that do not include God. He makes us feel that the only way to 
experience life or get our work done is by skipping worship. He 
tries to convince us that we are too busy to read the Bible, have 
devotions, or be in prayer.
 May God give us the ability to see clearly how we are being 
affected by the distractions of this world and give us the 
wisdom to make decisions that allow us to be focused on God, 
present with each other, and productive in accomplishing the 
work that God gives us to do.

By Kevin Wilaby, Principal  |  kevin.wilabymayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1008

Distracted

All You Can Eat!

Friday, June 1, 2018
Begins 6:00 PM

Live music by various artists
Stuedeman Party Barn in rural Plato

$35/person 
(limited number of tickets this year)

MENU: Hot Boiled Crawfish, Smoked Sausage, 
Red Potatoes, Corn on the Cob, Carrots and 
Mushrooms all spiced just right. Top it all off 
with a delicious New Orleans dessert. 
Please bring your own drinks.

FOR TICKETS CONTACT: 
Dean Scheele, 952-250-1149 or
Doug Stuedeman, 320-238-2610

A Thrivent Action Team Event

100% of the profits will go to First Lutheran School projects and MLHS.



305 FIFTH STREET NE | MAYER MN 55360
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It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national or ethnic origin in the administration of its policies, financial aid program or other school-administered programs.

Can you help?
We are in need of volunteers to work in all 
areas of the sale. To volunteer or for questions 
regarding the sale, please contact Susan Parrish at 
952-657-2251 x1002.

JUNE 11, 12, 13, 2018
Mayer Lutheran High School

Monday  4–7 PM  |  Tuesday & Wednesday  12–7 PM 
DONATIONS ACCEPTED:  Sat., June 9, 1–4 PM  |  Mon., June 11, 12–4 PM  |  Tue., June 12–4 PM

We will be collecting all sizes of slightly used childrens and adults shoes. NO flip-flops, slippers, or boots.

mayer lutheran
high school

NEW 
Location 

and 
Hours

START YOUR SPRING CLEANING! 
Bring your gently used clothing, toys, jewelry, books, and flea 
market donations to Mayer Lutheran High School!

DUE TO CONSTRUCTION:
Bring donations and shop the sale by 
entering the cafeteria doors on the 
southwest side of the high school. 
Easy, one-level access to the Summer Sale!


