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Why MLHS Teaches Theology 
and Not Religion
By Pastor Stefan Wismar, MLHS Christian Faith Development

My parents were always big supporters of Lutheran education, 
not in small part because of their own positive experiences in 
Lutheran schools growing up. So, when they had children of 
their own, it was a no-brainer that they would send them to 
a Lutheran elementary school. While a Lutheran High School 
was not an option for them, by the time their children were old 
enough a Lutheran High School had been built. It was another no-brainer, even though it was 
a big financial commitment. How disappointed they were to hear all three of us, years after 
graduation, talk about what a joke our “religion” classes were. Disappointed because that was 
one of the big reasons for paying their hard-earned money to send us there. For me personally, 
this became a huge life goal: To teach at a Lutheran High School and make sure that the 
religion classes were not a joke.
 I will forever be thankful to Mr. Landskroener, Mr. Wilaby and the Call Committee for giving 
me that opportunity at MLHS. I am grateful to them for sharing that vision of a rigorous 
theology curriculum that challenges the faith of our students. I am not only grateful to them 
for sharing that vision, but also giving me the latitude and the support to make it happen. 
One of the first changes that we made as the Religion Department was to change the title 
of the curriculum from “Religion” to “Theology.” It seems like such a small change, but it 
is a significant one that also summarizes what the Theology Department has been building 
the last nine years. Religion is stuff. Rules. Information. Facts. Theology is the study of the 
one true God who has revealed Himself personally through His Word. And a truly rigorous 
Theology curriculum is one that invites students to wrestle with this revealed God, rather 
than a recitation of rules and rituals. The goal of a Theology curriculum is to create and 
grow a relationship between the student and the living God. Every theology class is not 
merely learning subject matter, but rather an invitation to put faith in the personal God who 
has revealed Himself as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. With that big move from “religion” to 
“theology,” all of the individual courses were reviewed and improved upon to challenge 
students to think more deeply about God and their relationship with Him through Jesus Christ. 
Curricula are continually revised and improved upon, but when it comes to the theology 
curriculum, I pray it will always be in the direction of challenging and deepening the faith of 
our students.
 There are quite a few valedictory addresses in the Scriptures: There is Moses’ farewell from 
the plains of Moab before Israel enters the promised land. And there is also Joshua’s farewell 
at Shechem when the conquest was finished. And in the New Testament we hear St. Paul’s 
farewell at Ephesus before going to Jerusalem where he would be arrested. And one could 
even add Jesus’ words in the upper room in the Gospel of John. All of these valedictory 
addresses have at least one thing in common: They all contain warnings. Warnings to watch 
out for false teachers. Warnings to be steadfast in the face of all types of temptation. 
In this tradition of the prophets, the apostles and our Lord Himself, I will be bold and offer this 
warning: The world is rotting our students’ hearts and minds with ideologies that are totally 
contrary to our God and the way of life He has shown us through His Son Jesus Christ. Now is 
not the time to turn a Theology curriculum into an easy ‘A’ because it is somehow an example 
of grace. This would not only be a false notion of grace, it would be foolish. MLHS, given 
the present state of godlessness in this world and the ease with which it is received, needs 
to now, more than ever, maintain a solid Theology curriculum. The students of MLHS need a 
Theology curriculum that challenges them with the truth of Jesus Christ as THE antidote to the 
worldliness that threatens to swallow them up.To submit information for publication in 

The Crusader, please contact Susan Parrish 
at susan.parrish@mayerlutheran.org or 
952-657-2251. Materials due by the 14th of 
each month prior to publication. 

“Lutherans for Life” Essay Winner

Knights Summer Camps!

MLHS Blood Drive–Life Giving!

(continued on page 4)

Camps!
Camps!Summer‘19

Summer‘19

Youth Activities Outreach of Mayer Lutheran High School

SAVE YOUR SPOT!

REGISTER TODAY!
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At the end of the school year, two faithful teachers will be 
leaving the Mayer Lutheran family to pursue opportunities in 
other locations in the upcoming year. 
 We are grateful for Mr. Tim Masters, who has taught 
Social Studies at Mayer Lutheran since 2009. Mr. Masters has 
also coached baseball and served in many other capacities at 
MLHS to prepare the next generation of Christian leaders.

 

Pastor Stefan Wismar has served the future Christian leaders 
of Mayer Lutheran for nine years and will be leaving to serve 
as Executive Assistant to the President of the Minnesota South 
District of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod beginning July 
31. Pastor Wismar has coached girls’ soccer, established our 
student government program, and worked with our worship 
and Bible study experiences for students and staff.
 While Mr. Masters and Pastor Wismar will have new work 
addresses in the Fall, they will always have a home at MLHS!

NEW HORIZONS...
We also recognize two teachers who, with a combined 
teaching experience of almost 80 years of service to young 
people, will retire from full-time teaching. 
 Mr. Gerry Thomas, baptized, confirmed, educated and 
married at Emanuel Lutheran Church in Hamburg, attended 
Concordia, St. Paul both for high school and college, 
graduating in 1968. He taught for two years at Lincoln 
Lutheran Junior High School in Lincoln, NE, coming to MLHS 
in 1970 to teach math, journalism, German, welding, wood 
working, electricity, drafting, and photography while coaching 
wrestling for a couple of seasons. He also escorted more than 
20 students on an 8-day trip to Germany in April of 1974—the 
first foreign trip organized by MLHS! He left Mayer Lutheran 
in 1984 to go into private business and returned to campus 
in 1996 first as a long-term substitute teacher and then as a 
part-time industrial arts teacher. For the past nine years, he has 
taught digital photography. Gerry’s granddaughter, Megan, 
graduated from MLHS this year.

 Mr. Dean Aurich, a pastor’s son and graduate of 
Williamsburg Senior High School in Williamsburg, Iowa in 
1975 and graduate of Concordia Teachers College in Seward, 
Nebraska in 1979, has served in Lutheran schools for forty 
years—two years at Concordia Lutheran Middle School in 
Chula Vista, CA and 38 years at Mayer Lutheran as a teacher 
in life sciences and woodworking. Dean has coached football 
and track for most of those years here. Dean will stay on at 
MLHS as our woodworking teacher and football coach and will 
continue to coach pole vaulters at the University of St. Thomas.
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Stadium Seats Still Available

We have MLHS stadium seats in stock! 
Seats will be sold on a first-come, first-
served basis for $50 each. Quantities are 
limited. Purchase from Mr. Gustin, kris.
gustin@mayerlutheran.org. 

MLHS BOOSTER CLUB

The MLHS Booster Club is 
hosting a kids movie series this 

summer! Admission is FREE 
for everyone and concessions 
will be available for purchase. 
Movies will be shown on the 

big screen in the air-conditioned 
Fine Arts Center. 

Show times start at 10 AM 
(Doors open at 9:30 AM) 

on the following Wednesdays:

June 19 – Moana
July 10 – Incredibles 2
July 24 – Toy Story 3

August 7 – The Lego Movie
August 14 – Tangled

Questions? Contact Theresa Green 
at ethgreen001@aol.com

FREE SUMMER 

MOVIES 
AT MLHS

Campus Clean-Up Day

The Boosters hosted their annual MLHS 
Campus Clean-up Day on May 5. The 
weather was beautiful and everyone 
worked together to accomplish a lot 
around the campus. Thank you to Kim, 
Brin and Jamieson Martin; Erik, Jill and 
Mitchell Thiesfeld; Chad 
Robins; Kim Cooper; Paul 
Schwichtenberg; Casie 
and Brooke Paulsrud 
and Keonwoo Kim. We 
appreciate you all coming 
out to help beautify our 
campus.
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2018-19 MLHS 
National Honor Society  by Taylor Menth

The National Honor Society continued this year with incoming members 
from Mayer Lutheran High School. On April 12, the National Honor 
Society hosted its induction ceremony for its new members. The National 
Honor Society is currently helping the community by managing the “Little 
Library System” in Mayer, Minnesota. This project will continue over the 
summer and into the fall. 
 For the MLHS-NHS servant group event this year, the members decided 
to help support the internatonal community by volunteering at Feed My 
Starving Children. Members went down to the Chanhassen location on 
May 7 and 14 to participate in this event. Members of the National Honor 
Society volunteer and serve communities in many ways and look forward 
to continuing doing so throughout the remainder of the year.

Harrison Green filling the Little Library with children books.

2018-2019 MLHS-NHS Inductees

Delaney Boehlke Taylor Menth
Cody Bonk Matthew Roepke
Riley Corrigan Reilly Schulz
Zach Froman Ashley Schwichtenberg
Kylie Herrmann Olivia Tjernagel
Eli Johnson Carsen Ulrich
Andrew Kuhnau Anna Wachholz

Current MLHS-NHS Members

Austin Bonk Baden Noennig
Cole Cummings Katelyn Shipler
Shelby Gabbert Cole Stramer
Harrison Green Megan Thomas
Jack Heinlein

(...Theology and Not Religion continued from front page)

 The valedictory addresses of the scriptures also contain intercession 
on behalf of the ones they love and have served. Serving the MLHS 
community, especially our students, has been a great honor and joy. 
I am so thankful for having had this opportunity, and as I make my 
farewell, I offer my own loving intercession. My fervent prayer for all 
of our students at MLHS (past, present and future) as they encounter 
the one true God through their study of theology is this slightly edited 
collect for “Grace to Receive the Word”: “Blessed Lord, You have 
caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for the students of MLHS 
learning. Grant that they may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and 
inwardly digest them that, by patience and comfort of Your holy Word, 
they may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting 
life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.” (LSB, 308)
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you always!

Soli Deo Gloria!
Pastor Wismar
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Lutherans for Life Essay Winner–

Aunne Nyquist

Each year, students at Mayer Lutheran 

have the opportunity to participate in 

the Lutheran’s for Life Essay Contest, for 

which they are to write a life-affirming 

essay. This year, several 9th and 10th 

graders participated in this contest. In late 

May, it was announced that for the third 

year in a row, the Minnesota winner is a 

Mayer Lutheran student. This year, Aunne 

Nyquist wrote a heartfelt essay on suicide 

prevention that received praise from the 

committee members. Her essay will now 

move on to the national essay contest 

later this year.

 Congratulations to Aunne and thank 

you for your essay.

Sanctity of Life  by Aunne Nyquist

“I am all alone. No one can see me, no one would know.” This thought has 
crossed my mind several times, but every time it did, I knew that that end 
was so unworthy of the life God gave me. This beautiful life is a valuable gift 
that should not be wasted away, but used to give glory to its Creator. I am 
certain now that suicide is not, and never will be, an option for me because 
I believe in a God who gives me the deepest meaning to life. Even though 
the world may consider different judgments, I believe that choosing suicide is 
wrong because every single person is precious and as Lutherans, we need to 
elucidate this broken world with God’s word of life.
 Someone may consider suicide because they are experiencing unescapable 
pain and as a result, they might conclude that ending their life will give them 
a solution to that problem according to the article “Why people commit 
suicide” by Shawn Smith. In the United States about 47,173 people died by 
suicide in the year 2017. Currently, suicide rates have been increasing and 
it is now the tenth leading cause of death in the United States (“Suicide 
Statistics”). People of the world may take this path because of their 
desperation and hopelessness, but God shows us a different way that is 
expressed in the Bible verse John 6:68 which says, “Lord to whom shall we 
go? You have the words of eternal life.” Humanity is blindly searching for an 
answer, which is found in the Lord, but the majority choose not to believe in 
God’s gift of eternity and, therefore, find their life pointless even though it 
is precious in the eyes of the Lord. Some may even believe that the Lord has 
abandoned them, but did God really say that we are alone? Deuteronomy 
31:8 responds that “It is the LORD who goes before you. He will be with you; 
he will not leave you or forsake you. Do not fear or be dismayed.” This life 
can present more lows than highs and without the comfort of God’s promises 
to be faithful, we are surely lost to sin.
 Even if life proves its worst, we, as believers, have hope in the Lord because 
of His promises to us, as seen in Jeremiah 29:11 which says, “‘For I know 
the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.’” Each one of us is made and 
known by God, and He has a special plan for everyone. Through God we 
can be secure in our life by resting on Him but others do not have the same 
security which is why we, as Lutherans, need to expose the light of God’s 
word to a lifeless world. We must show hope to those who only see suicide 
as a solution and work to bring them the true knowledge of God’s love for 
their life. Psalm 96:3 states that we are to “Declare His glory among the 
nations, His wonders among all peoples.” We should bring the life of God to 
all peoples and to all nations because the world has fallen, and without God, 
there is nowhere to turn but to our sinful desires which lead to death.
 God has called us to spread His words of love to a hopeless place where life 
is so broken that suicide is a better option. Endless times, that path of death 
is chosen because of our anguish and rejection of God. The Lord still has a 
plan for each of us and calls us to life with him. As a Lutheran, I need to be 
a source of light to those around me because everyone needs a chance to 
discover the hope that the Lord provides, even in the darkest of times. Life is 
beautiful and worth every fight because we have the Lord to look up to.

Works Cited

Smith, Shawn. “Why People Commit Suicide.” Psychology Today, Sussex Publishers, 8 Sep. 2011, www.

psychologytoday.com/us/blog/ironshrink/201109/why-people-commit-suicide. Accessed 13 Feb. 2019.

“Suicide Statistics.” AFSP, afsp.org/about-suicide/suicide-statistics/. Accessed 13 Feb. 2019.

New International Version. Bible Gateway, www.biblegateway.com. Accessed 13 Feb. 2019.



6

The Crusader
M

A
Y

E
R

L
U

T
H

E
R

A
N

.O
R

G

2019 Graduation Day
 

Mayer Lutheran High School’s 55th commencement 
service was held on May 26, 2019. Thirty-five seniors 
officially became alumni! In addition, Genesis Virtual 

Academy, Mayer Lutheran’s online school, had 
three students graduate that day. These are the first 
graduates in the history of Genesis Virtual Academy!
 Valedictorians Harrison Green and Katelyn Shipler, 

and Salutatorian Megan Thomas, delivered speeches 
sharing memories and giving thanks to God, parents, 
and faculty for the support and guidance that they 

had received. Scripture readers Austin Bonk and Cole 
Stramer shared portions of scripture and explained 

the significance of the passages. All encouraged their 
classmates to remain faithful throughout their lives.
Eighty-nine percent of the Class of 2019 will begin 
post-secondary education or begin military service. 

Those attending universities and colleges will spread 
out to six states, including Iowa, Massachusetts, 
Minnesota, North Dakota, Texas, and Wisconsin.

2019 MLHS Valedictorians: Harrison Green and Katelyn Shipler

God’s blessings to the Class of 2019!  We are proud of you!

STAFF MILESTONES
MLHS is grateful for the sacrifice of time, talent, 
and treasure in preparing the next generation 
of Christian leaders. We would especially like to 
recognize those team members who celebrate 
five-year milestones this year.

Kristen Baker—Five Years
Justin Uecker—Five Years
Kathy Martin—Five Years
Joelle Grimsley—Thirty Years
Dean Aurich—Forty Years
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Mayer Lutheran robot ‘4650’

Alumni 
Luncheon
Mayer Lutheran’s Future 
Alumni Banquet was held 
on May 15 for our 34 
graduates. After a catered 
dinner from Da Vinci’s of 
Waconia, Mr. Peter Thrane, 
Class of ’77, encouraged 
our students in their future 
endeavors. 
   May the Class of 2019, 
along with all our alumni, 
remember MLHS. Pray for 
and support these new 
graduates as they walk 
through life that is before 
them. 
   What a blessing to 
partner with them as 
MLHS continues to prepare 
the next generation of 
Christian leaders.

   Moonlit) 
   Gardens)

MLHS PROM 2019
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Alumni Corner
By Susan Parrish, Alumni Director  |  susan.parrish@mayerlutheran.org  |  612-749-4578

Alumni making the news and moving on...

Congratulations!

In Sympathy

MLHS alum Sam Schlueter (photo far right), Class of 2017, 
brought Paul Bunyan’s Axe to the St. John’s Chaska “All For One” 
Gala April 26 at Hazeltine Golf Course. Pictured along with Sam 
are other Golden Gophers are MLHS Executive Director Joel 
Landskroener and his wife Shirlee. (And the axe, of course!) 

Mark Esser (‘14) received his 
degree in education from 
Concordia University, Nebraska 
(CUN). 
 Mark is pictured with his 
fiance, Paige Stadler, who also 
graduated from CUN. They now 
look forward to their July 20 
wedding day!

Mayer Lutheran alumni make their mark 
at Concordia University, Wisconsin (CUW) 
graduation! Mark Zieroth and Christina 
Erdmann were both 
presented with awards 
at the baccalaureate 
ceremony.
 Mark Zieroth was 
awarded the Moeller 
Award in Greek and the 
Zondervan Publishing 
House Award for the 
outstanding Biblical 
Hebrew student. Mark 
will be attending the 
Fort Wayne Seminary in 
the fall.
 Christina earned the Science Award for superior achievement 
in Life Sciences, the E.R. Braun Citizenship Award for a student 
who demonstrated exceptional qualities of leadership, citizenship 
and sturdy Christian character, and the Walter W. Stuenkel Award 
for a student who is outstanding in academics and co-curricular 
activities. Christina will be attending UW LaCrosse for the PA 
program which begins this summer.

Congratulations to Brenna 
(Larsen, ‘15) Albrecht upon her 
graduation with a bachelor’s 
degree in Elementary Education 
from Bethel University this 
past December and her recent 
marriage to Cody Albrecht on 
April 26. Cody and Brenna make 
their home in Pleasant Prairie, WI 
where Brenna is a middle school 
teacher at Antioch Upper Grade 
School in Antioch, IL.

Our sympathy and prayers go to 
the family of Patrick Krueger (Class 
of ‘83) who passed away April 21, 
2019. May the peace of God which 
passes all understanding give peace 
to his loved ones.
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 The Mayer Community Arts/Summer Theatre production of
Disney and Cameron Mackintosh’s

A Musical based on the stories of 
P.L. Travers and the Walt Disney Film

Original Music and Lyrics by

Richard M. Sherman and Robert B. Sherman
Book by 

Julian Fellowes
New Songs and Additional Music and Lyrics by 
George Stiles and Anthony Drewe

Co-Created by 

Cameron Mackintosh

NPOPPI  S
AM  RY

JULY 25-28
JULY 25-27 • 7 PM   |   JULY 28 • 2 PM

Tickets available by visiting mayercast.org

20
19

Mary Poppins is presented through special arrangement with MUSIC THEATRE INTERNATIONAL (MTI). All authorized performance materials also supplied by MTI, 423 West 55th St, New York, NY 10019   |  212-541-4684  |  www.MTIShows.com

MAYER LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL   |   FINE ARTS CENTER   |   305 FIFTH STREET NE   |   MAYER  MN
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Mayer Knights/Crusaders Summer Camps 2019 are 
underway!There are a few spots open for summer fun...go 
to mayerlutheran.org and click on ‘Youth Programs,’ scroll 
down and register at ‘Knights Activities/Camps’! 
Please call Barb Christopherson at 763-257-7447 
with any questions. Have a great summer 
with the Knights!

Youth Activities Outreach of Mayer Lutheran High School

Camps!
Camps!

Summer‘19

Summer‘19

Youth Activities Outreach of Mayer Lutheran High School

SAVE YOUR SPOT!

REGISTER TODAY!

Knights Crusader Spring Baseball
Coach Dave Lane  ($85)
Grades 4–8 
March 30, April 6 9:30 AM–12 PM
March 31, April 7 3:30–5:30 PM

Knights Crusader Boys Basketball
Coach Pat Buchanan
June 17, 18, 19  ($60)
Grades 1–3  8–9:30 AM
June 17, 18, 19, 20  ($85)
Grades 4–6 10 AM–12 PM
Grades 7–9 1–4 PM

Knights Crusader Volleyball
Coach Joelle Grimsley
July 15, 16, 17  ($60)
Grades 1–3  6–7:30 PM 
August 5, 6, 7, 8  ($85)
Grades 4–6  8–10 AM
Grades 7–9 10:30 AM–1 PM

Knights Crusader Girls Basketball
Coach Kris Gustin
July 29, 30, 31  ($60)
Grades 1–3 6–7:30 PM
July 29, 30, 31 & August 1  ($85)
Grades 4–6 8–10 AM
Grades 7–9  10:30 AM–1 PM

Knights Crusader Tackle Football
Coach Dean Aurich  ($85)
August 5, 6, 7, 8 
Grades 5–9 6:30–8:30 PM

Knights Crusader CoEd Soccer
Coach Matt Polding  ($85)
August 5, 6, 7, 8
Grades 1–4 3–4 PM
Grades 5–9 4:15–5:30 PM

Knights Ridgeview Sports Medicine 
Performance Camp  ($180) 
Nichole Anderson
Come and train for your upcoming sports 
season with MLHS athletic trainer, Nichole 
Anderson. Join in the practices that fit your 
schedule. (Complete medical questioneer online 
at time of registration.)
Tuesdays & Thursdays
June 4, 6, 11, 13, 18, 20, 25, 27
July 9, 11, 16, 18, 23, 25, 30, August 1 
Grades 10–12 8–9:30 AM
Grades 6–9 9:30–11 AM

Knights Robotics ($150)
Matt McClintock
Join us to make robots! New projects!! 
June 10, 11, 12, 13
Grades 4–8  12–4 PM

Knights of Jazz Band ($85)
Director James Dulas
Sundays, July 14–August 18
Grades 4–9 7–8 PM

Knights of the Arrow Archery ($85)
Coach Jeff Byrne at Cabin Fever, Victoria
July 15, 16, 17, 18
Grades 4–12 10–11:15 AM

Opening Knights Drama ($85)
Wendy Bakken, Director 
Participate in many aspects of the Mayer CAST 
(Community Arts/Summer Theatre) production 
of Mary Poppins!
Grades 5–9 
Camp Dates:
July 15, 16, 17, 18 1–3 PM 
July 22, 23, 24 6–9:30 PM 
Performance Dates:
July 25, 26, 27, 28 Times vary 

Knights Ceramics* ($85)
Terrin Boozikee, Emma Christopherson
Create, paint, and fire up the kiln! 
July 29, 30, 31, August 1
Grades 4–6 10 AM–12 PM
Grades 7–9 3–5 PM
*Participate in both Ceramics and Multi-Media, 
for a combined discount fee $150.

Knights Multi-Media Art* ($85)
Emma Christopherson, Terrin Boozikee 
Drawing, painting, and selected crafts. 
July 29, 30, 31, August 1
Grades 4–6 8–10 AM
Grades 7–9  1–3 PM
*Participate in both Multi-Media and Ceramics, 
for a combined discount fee $150.

2019 KNIGHTS CRUSADER COACHES CAMPS 2019 KNIGHTS ACTIVITY CAMPS

Join Mayer Lutheran High School varsity coaches and players 
at Mayer Knights sports camps! Choose from several classes 
designed to sharpen skills or introduce youth to a new talent. 

For specific camp descriptions, go to mayerlutheran.org, Youth Programs, 
Knights Camps. Register with your child’s grade for fall of 2019. 
Please call Barb Christopherson at 763-257-7447 if you have questions.

MAYER LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL, 305 Fifth Street NE, Mayer, MN 55360
Located two miles south of State Hwy. 7 on MN 25.

Limited Space Available 

REGISTER ONLINE
Go to mayerlutheran.org, 
click on Youth Programs, 
Knights Camps. 

Choose to pay camp fee when 
registering or wait until your 
camp begins—online or by check. 
(Checks payable to Mayer Knights.)

QUESTIONS? 
Please contact Knights coordinator, 
Barb Christopherson, at 763-257-
7447 or barb.christopherson@
mayerlutheran.org.

mayerlutheran.org

Register Today!

NEW DATES

Mayer Lutheran High School 

Spiritwear 
June Sale!

To place your order go to:
sideline.bsnsports.com/schools/minnesota/

mayer/mayer-lutheran-high-school
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Canvas Painting Class
On Saturday, May 11, artist Amanda Doster shared her talent for painting 
and teaching by organizing a class titled “Celebrate Mom.” The morning was 
spent with students of all ages creating a painting on canvas in the MLHS 
commons area. With refreshments and fireplace crackling, each student 
enhanced the floral design with their own expressive style. 
 MLHS is looking forward to hosting more community-wide events. If you have 
an idea for a class, please contact Jill Hahn at jill.hahn@mayerlutheran.org.

What a ‘whirlwind’ year! With 
all the snow days off, adjusted 
schedules added to our days, 
activities, excitement and so 
much more! It has finally ended!
   Thank you for sharing your 
child with us! Many valuable life 
lessons have been learned, and 
now it’s time to take it to the 
next level.
   Final transcripts for seniors will be mailed mid- 
June. The seniors have indicated where they 
want them sent, so I will be sending them to the 
designated college. If that has changed, please let 
me know. It’s bittersweet to see our seniors moving 
on and our underclassmen moving up!
   As this school year has come to a close, my prayer 
is that you have a wonderful summer wherever 
the Lord leads you. May you feel God’s love and 
presence in all of your summer activities! Enjoy time 
with your children as each student enhanced the 
school year. Have a safe summer!

By Debra Kelzer, Guidance Counselor  
debra.kelzer@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1012

Counselor’s Corner
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SUPPORT

Join us at the 22nd Annual 
Crusader Classic Charity 

Golf Tournament!
A FUN-draising event that supports 

technology at Mayer Lutheran!  

Saturday, September 7        
Island View Golf Course, Waconia

1:00 PM  •  Shotgun Start

BE A SPONSOR!
  Becoming a sponsor for the tournament 

will give your company significant 
recognition to our full field of golfers 

and on our various media pieces.  Many 
sponsorship packages include fielding 

a team in the tournament, or you 
can simply make a donation to help 

provide cutting-edge technology for our 
students. Participants always make it a 

point to patronize our sponsors!   
Consider sponsoring a team if you’re 

unable to participate.

ENTER A FOURSOME!
Golfers of all levels can enjoy a 

wonderful afternoon at a great golf 
course.  A four person “scramble” format 

plus plenty of contests and drawings 
gets everyone in the hunt for great 

prizes and giveaways.  Free range balls, 
a light lunch and evening dinner are 

included with your entry. 

 This popular event fills up fast!
Contact Susan Parrish at MLHS at 

952-657-2251 x1002 or golf 
committee chairman 

Craig Anderson at 763-315-0746 
to reserve your spot!

SAVE 
THE 

DATE!

TECHNOLOGY SUPPORTSeptember 7, 2019
Island View Golf Course 

Waconia, MN

CRUSADER 
CLASSIC
2019 CHARITY

GOLF TOURNAMENT

HELP US TO SAVE LIVES! 
LEARN CPR/AED TRAINING 

BEFORE YOU NEED IT!

We offer classes at Mayer Lutheran High School.
If you are a group, organization or business, 

please contact us at (763) 232-1101.
We will travel to teach at your location. 

 CPR TEAM ADELA 
https://cprteamadela.com   cprteamadela@gmail.com

COST $55
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Grandparents’ Day
April 26 was a most wonderful day on the campus of Mayer Lutheran as we hosted 
164 grandparents of current students. The morning started with donuts and coffee 
followed by band and choir 
performances, student 
presentations, and lunch.  

We are grateful for all the 
faithful grandparents of 
our MLHS family.

To God all praise 
and glory!Foster Spiritual 

Growth with KoAm 
Program
Welcome a Korean exchange student 
into your home for the 2019-20 
academic year! God has used KoAm 
to bring Jesus Christ to many students, 
while they stayed with our Christian 
families and attended Christian 
schools. Won’t you partner with KoAm 
as a host family to share Christ’s love 
with a young Korean ambassador? 
Our host families were simply being 
themselves—living for Christ and 
sharing God’s love.
 To apply to be a KoAm host family, 
please contact KoAm Coordinator 
Nicole Riebe at 800-521-6640 
or 651-468-8691 or by email at 
administrator@koameduall.org. 

Sign Up for the 2019-20 
MLHS Mission Trip
The signup for the next mission trip to Anapra, 
Mexico has begun! The dates are Thursday, 
December 26, 2019 through Saturday, January 
4, 2020. 
 Don’t delay in registering. Getting signed up 
enables participants to take part in fundraising 
events that help offset costs and build 
community with one another. 
 This ministry would love to have you 
experience being the hands and feet of Christ! 
Please contact David Lane at david.lane@
mayerlutheran.org for a registration packet.
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T H E  L A S T  W O R D
By Kevin Wilaby, Principal  |  kevin.wilabymayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1008

 
   SEMESTER 2 STUDENTS

THEOLOGY
Shelby Gabbert is being recognized for excellent work in both 
Christian Ethics and Christian Leadership classes. In Christian 
Ethics, Shelby is thorough and insightful. Her writing reveals a 
student committed to more than just getting the right answer or 
doing as a little as possible for the most points. Her strong effort 
shows a curious student committed to mastering the material. In 
Christian Leadership, Shelby is an excellent writer and makes quality 
contributions to classroom discussions. 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
Kaitlyn Anderson is a gifted musician who really loves a musical 
challenge. She has learned how to play other instruments on her 
own and has performed on these instruments for her church and 
at Mayer Lutheran. Her primary instrument is clarinet, but she 
has added the flute and alto saxophone to her list of mastered 
instruments. She has even performed on trumpet at her church. 
At a music contest in February, she earned a Superior rating on a 
clarinet piece. Her hard work and dedication to excellence on her 
instruments makes her a valuable asset to the Wind Ensemble and 
Jazz Band, as well as to her church.  

Lucas Rausenberger has been a great addition to the Mayer 
Lutheran music program. He has excelled at performing on both the 
alto saxophone and the trap set. He not only takes care of learning 
his part, but helps others get their parts right by giving them 
assistance when they need it. He is a role model for the band and his 
service attitude is refreshing to witness. You can always ask Lucas to 
help out and know he will get the job done.  

Abby Maetzold is a talented musician who will be leading the 
instrumental music program for many years to come. As a freshman, 

she has stepped up to play solos in Wind Ensemble on clarinet and 
piano in Jazz Band. When a need arose for her to take over the 
keyboard part for Pep Band, she didn’t hesitate to volunteer her 
talents. Abby not only has musical talent, but a musical aptitude 
which will serve her and Mayer Lutheran well.

ENGLISH, SOCIAL STUDIES
Lydia Parrish works diligently on all assignments in Honors 
English that are assigned to her. When she runs into an idea that 
is confusing, Lydia asks for help until she is satisfied that she 
understands the problem. She also contributes to class discussions, 
giving answers and listening to the input of her fellow classmates, 
working to bring deeper meaning to not only herself, but to everyone 
involved in the discussion. Her work shows a commitment to 
excellence and the way she conducts herself in and out of class 
makes her a well-rounded student.
 We are blessed with many great students, but some of our 
students stand out because of the level of care and effort they put 
into every assignment and test. The nomination for the Social Studies 
Department will surprise none of Lydia Parrish’s peers. She is known 
by teachers and students alike for her dedication to only submitting 
her very best work. Whether in her Civil Rights poster or in her Final 
Portfolio or in her study for exams, Lydia’s work will represent a 
100% effort. 

ENGLISH, SCIENCE 
In English 9, Aunne Nyquist, has shown a commitment to excel 
at every assignment presented to her.  Her work is of high quality, 
showing a deep level of thinking, as well as creativity in her answers. 
She shares her ideas with those in her class, even when she is not 
sure if she is correct. The questions she asks show a curiosity that 
drives her to deeper understanding, along with a willingness to look 
at ideas from a new perspective. Both in and out of the classroom, 
Aunne carries herself in a way that is to be commended.

Hard Work, Curiosity, and Character Pay Off
Being an academically-oriented high school student is not easy. There are many areas of a student’s life 
that can keep them from putting in the time and effort that is necessary to master content. Friends, 
relationships, work, technology, sports, drama, and social gatherings can cause a student to lose sight of 
academic goals or requirements. There are times when students just don’t feel like doing the work, or 
speed through it so that they can say it is done even though they know it is less than their best effort.
 Students that work hard in order to succeed, possess a positive attitude, and demonstrate a servant’s heart are 
appreciated by their teachers. These students possess motivation and curiosity; they want to learn more about a topic and 
are eager to engage in discussions about what is being taught. When a deadline exists, they will complete their work on 
time or even early. When teachers or peers need assistance, these students are willing to come alongside of the individual 
and give of their time.
 The faculty was asked to determine which students have been exemplary in their classes during the second semester 
of the 2019-2020 school year. The students that have been chosen by their teachers were recognized and awarded 
certificates at the 2019 Awards Assembly, which was held on May 15. What follows is a series of brief write-ups about 
each student that explains why they are exemplary students. Mayer Lutheran congratulates them on achieving this honor.
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 Aunne is an outstanding Life Science student who possesses 
a terrific work ethic. She has a terrific memory that allows her to 
master the terminology. Her effort has produced consistently high 
scores on all work. She approaches every class with a smile and 
inquisitive spirit.

MATHEMATICS 
Eric Lizalde is an outstanding math student who not only excels 
in Calculus, but also demonstrates care and concern for others. Eric 
is quick to learn the concepts and skills that are taught, proving this 
understanding in his ability to apply the ideas to solve application 
problems. He also possesses the ability to help others understand 
and is always willing to help explain concepts and processes to 
others.

SCIENCE 
Effort is an important characteristic that helps students succeed. 
Rylee Noerenberg possesses the drive that pushes her to 
put in an exemplary effort which has led to high achievement 
on homework and tests in Biology. Her personality is positively 
contagious and is a blessing to the classroom.
  
WOOD II 
Dylan Maetzold’s second semester has been characterized by 
focused work, a strong work ethic, and a willingness to help. He has 
excelled on the final project of the semester, which is the building of 
a storage shed. Dylan is a terrific leader of his peers, showing them 
how to complete specific tasks related to the completion of the shed 
project.

Zach Froman has been an outstanding Woodworking student. If 
someone needs help, Zach is there to provide assistance. He works 
hard every day and, as a result, has created high-quality projects 
throughout the semester. He especially took an interest in the shed 
construction project and was a leader in several aspects of the project.

TECHNOLOGY
Ethan Larson and Andrew Kuhnau have been exceptional 
students in Programming. In addition to completing work quickly 
and effectively, they both show a consistent attitude of wanting to 
not only solve the programming projects, but then work at finding 
other ways to solve the problem once they have completed the 
initial project. They often take completed projects and build onto 
them for the sake of learning and to see if their ideas are possible. 
This sets an example for others to emulate.

SPANISH 
Eric Toelle is a terrific student who not only tries to use every 
single word or phrase we learn, but exceeds all the expectations 
I have for my Spanish 1 students! He always surprises me with 
his word choice, not only when he speaks Spanish, but also when 
he writes in Spanish. The stories he writes are very creative and 
demonstrates that he is grasping the Spanish language.

ART 
Justine Michalk is an extremely talented visual artist. She has 
an artistic eye for composition and color mixing. Justine’s ability to 
blend pigments to create interesting color schemes enhances all of 
her paintings. Justine’s area of greatest artistic accomplishment is 
in her combined use of watercolor and ink. Through layering paint, 
she manipulates her watercolor palette to realistically represent 
the subject of her painting. Justine has worked in Studio Arts class, 
throughout her senior year, to complete a portfolio of her work. Her 
portfolio consists of a Concentration (a body of work that is unified 
by an underlying idea that has visual coherence), art pieces that 
illustrate Breadth (works demonstrating a variety of design principles 
or techniques), as well as chosen pieces of her highest quality work. 
Many of Justine’s portfolio pieces were included in the Art Exhibit 
that was held at Mayer Lutheran from May 14-17, 2019.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Micah Tjosaas shows up every day ready to work. He is a student 
who is always up for a challenge and even thanks me when he 
completes his fun fitness workouts. Just the other day on a “tough” 
fitness day he was disappointed he had three activities left when 
time ran out and he asked if he could stay and finish them. Bringing 
a smile to class and a positive attitude is just a given with Micah.

VOCAL MUSIC
Lydia Parrish and Sarah Parrish have been outstanding 
vocalists and have exemplified Ephesians 5:18-20. “Instead, be filled 
with the Spirit, speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and 
songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to the 
Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” They take every opportunity to use 
their voices at Mayer Lutheran by participating in choir, Joyful Noise, 
and Una Voce Deo. They also lead worship at their home church. 
Sarah and Lydia have been a great resource for song selections for 
chapels due to their knowledge of modern worship music. These 
young ladies have been a great example of Christian Leadership 
through the use of their voices and the service they have provide 
both at Mayer Lutheran and in the greater community.
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GOD BLESS YOU AND KEEP YOU ALWAYS
But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this 

day whom you will serve….But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.
Joshua 24:15

Congratulations Mayer Lutheran Class of 2019!!

MLHS Summer Office Hours
Monday-Thursday

8 AM–2 PM  •  Closed Fridays
Summer hours will be in effect until August 8.


