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952-657-2251
www.mayerlutheran.org Dear Friends of Mayer Lutheran High School,

Happy New Year to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!
 I adore the beginning of a new calendar year. It is filled with so much 
promise and hope and allows us to dream and plan for the next twelve 
months as if they are a blank slate waiting to be filled with the adventures 
that await us. Depending how the previous year turned out, it may also be an opportunity to 
bury our failures, hurts, and disappointments and look forward to better days.
 Often, when hard times confront us, we wallow in the present, worrying about immediate 
needs, only to look back at those times with amazement in how things actually worked out 
for the best. The key to dealing with current challenges is to always keep the long-term picture 
in mind. Indeed, keeping the end in mind is one of the Seven Habits of Highly Successful 
People as shared by Steven Covey in his book by the same name, which our staff read this past 
summer.
 The ministry of Mayer Lutheran High School is often confronted with challenges and 
obstacles. Enrollment tops that list. Budgets are tight, benefits expensive, and salaries below 
the market scale. Additionally, we owe around $3.5 million on our new addition. Yet, these 
challenges pale in comparison to the pressures from a world that is increasingly ambivalent 
to Jesus and His Church and, at times, openly hostile towards our quest to prepare the next 
generation of Christian leaders. We clearly have a long row to hoe!
 In leading Mayer Lutheran, we are firmly committed to the long-term view. The future is 
bright for our students and their school. A new, fresh calendar reminds us of the promise that 
Jesus shared with His disciples as He provided a remarkable assignment that we, too, have 
taken on at Mayer Lutheran: Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that 
I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Mt. 
28:19–20) More than forty times in Scripture, God pledged His faithfulness to His people, even 
when they were not always faithful to Him!
 In those rare times when I complain to my bride about things that are just not going well, 
she asks, “Will whatever you are worrying about affect your salvation?” Her wisdom is a 
blessing, for Paul reminds us: For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, 
nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 
8:38–39)
 I look forward with eager anticipation for this new year and the many new years that follow. 
I also welcome the challenges and opportunities that will present themselves in 2020. After all, 
“if God is for us, who can be against us?” (Romans 8: 31b).

Joyfully Serving Jesus in the New Year,

Joel P. Landskroener
Executive Director
Mayer Lutheran HIgh School

To submit information for publication in 
The Crusader, please contact Susan Parrish 
at susan.parrish@mayerlutheran.org or 
952-657-2251. Materials due by the 14th of 
each month prior to publication. 

Gear up for SnoFest 2020!
February 17–22

Sharing Jesus in Anapra!

Look to the Future!

Celebrate National Lutheran Schools 
Week, starting January 27.

Joel Landskroener, MLHS Executive Director  |  joel.landskroener@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1007
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FEBRUARY 17–22
CORONATION: MON, FEBRUARY 17

SNOFEST DANCE: SAT, FEBRUARY 22 
AND LOTS OF FROSTY FUN IN-BETWEEN

WATCH FOR DETAILS TO COME

NOTE 
DATE 

CHANGE!
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A D M I S S I O N S  D E P A R T M E N T  N E W S
By Dan Perrel, Director of Enrollment  |  dan.perrel@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1011, 952-452-2351 (c)

Mayer Lutheran High School is hosting an 
Open House on Sunday, January 26, 5:00 
PM–6:30 PM. Is attending the upcoming 
Mayer Lutheran High School Open House 
worth your time? Yes! Emphatically, yes! To 
clarify, there are two important reason why 
this Open House is worth it. 
 First, the topic is worth your time: 
“Christian Leadership—Why it’s 
Crucial.” An excellent elaboration 
regarding the importance of this topic 
can be found in an article collaboration 
between the Barna Group and World 
Vision. Published during the late months 
of 2019, “The Connected Generation,” a 
global research study involving more than 
15,000 participants ages 18–35, found 
that there is pervasive agreement that 
“society is facing a crisis of leadership 
because there are not enough good 
leaders right now.” 
 “Good leaders.” Hummm, that seems 
odd—not enough good leaders. Isn’t 
service leadership a super-hot topic in 
academics right now? Doesn’t it also 
seem that everywhere you go, service 
projects are being touted under the 
banner of good leadership? I did a 
Google search for “Leadership service 
projects” and within .72 seconds got 
361 million results. That’s a lot of “good 
leadership projects.” Then, just to narrow 
it a bit, I deleted “projects” and went 
with just “Leadership service.” Within 
.60 seconds up popped a staggering 
2.3 billion results.  In the name of full 
disclosure, I didn’t review all 2.3 billion 
articles, but of the 100’s I did scroll 
through, nearly all of them were making 
a case that good leadership is predicated 
upon service to others. Well, if that’s 
accurate, then we are a society brimming 
with good leaders, tons of good leaders, 
because there are so many service 
projects going on that the presence of 
such projects is ubiquitous from coast to 
coast. Yet, by contrast, 82% of young 
adults, globally, said we are living in a 
period of leadership scarcity.  
 So, what’s the deal? Well, come to the 
Open House and find out. Our goal is 
to unfold Christian leadership, which is 

markedly different than secular servant 
leadership, but which is also servant-
oriented. The Bible is clear about leading 
as Jesus led, as a servant, in humility and 
gentleness, and considering others before 
ourselves. But, there is something distinct 
and much needed in the world about 
Christian leadership that secular attempts at 
leadership just can’t produce. Come, hear 
the heart of the matter on Sunday evening. 
 Second, IT IS WORTH ATTENDING 
the Open House because everyone that 
attends and has a child currently in 8th 

grade or who would 
be a new student at 
MLHS will receive 
a voucher worth 
$75 toward the application fee (which is 
$100) for the 2020-21 school year. Quick 
math tells me that is a 75% savings 
opportunity! Wow! That is definitely 
worth it.  
 We sincerely look forward to seeing you 
at our January 26th MLHS Open House! 
Interested in talking more about leadership? 
Let me know. I make house calls!  

Is Attending Mayer Lutheran’s 
Open House Worth It? 

mayer lutheran HIGH SCHOOL

OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, January 26, 2020
5:00–6:30 PM • MLHS Commons

Receive a $75 New Student 2020 
Application Voucher for Attending!
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Basketball Home Game 
Half-Court Shots
The Boosters will be sponsoring half-court 
shots during MLHS varsity home games. 
Remember to bring your dollar bills for a 
chance to make a half-court shot and walk 
away with a prize! 

January 24, 31, and February 7

FREE Winter Open Gyms 
The MLHS field house will be open select 
Sunday afternoons from 1–3 PM. Bring your 
own activity or choose something from the 
PE closet. Let’s keep moving through the cold 
months! Everyone is welcome! Ages 10 and 
under require a signed waiver if parents are 
not staying with them.

January 19, February 16, March 15

FREE MLHS Winter Movie
The last FREE children’s movie will take place 
on February 9 featuring Disney’s BRAVE. 
Doors open at 1:30 PM with the movie 
starting at 2 PM. Concessions will be available 
for purchase.

Staff/Teacher Holiday Appreciation Luncheon
On Wednesday, December 18, the Boosters hosted a staff holiday appreciation
luncheon. Since it was a half-day for student finals, all of the staff and teachers 
were able to enjoy a relaxing lunch all together as a group. Lunch was catered by 
Olive Garden so everyone left heartily satisfied! A small gift from the Boosters was 
also presented to each of the staff. 

We praise and thank God for our wonderful faculty and staff at Mayer Lutheran, 
where they are Preparing the Next Generation of Christian Leaders!

You are a Booster!
Just a reminder that all of our parents, grandparents, and alumni are members of 
the MLHS Booster Club. It takes all of us participating to make a difference each 
school year. If you are looking for a fun group to join or a way to get involved, 
we welcome you to attend our meetings which are held the first Wednesday of 
each month at 7 PM. The next meeting is Wednesday, February 5 in the office 
conference room. Everyone is welcome. We’d love to see you here!

MLHS BOOSTER CLUB

Order by going to
sideline.bsnsports.com/schools/minnesota/

mayer/mayer-lutheran-high-school

On Friday, January 10, 
Brady Harnung signed 
his National Letter of 
Intent to play soccer at 
the University of Dubuque. 
Brady is the son of Paul 
and Leticia Harnung. 
Congratulations, Brady, and 
best wishes!

Alexander Flucas, son of Steve and Heike Flucas, signed his National Letter of Intent 
to play football at the University of South Dakota. Zander is pictured here with his coaches 
Jeremy Hegle, Dean Aurich, Mike Orth, Tim Zupke, and Fred Pawelk. Congratulations Zander!

Crusaders in the News
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With the cold weather around lately, it’s great to see athletes warm in 
our new field house. We are FULL of bouncing basketballs and energy! 
The Knights Basketball program includes 10 teams with a total of 50+ 
tournaments and hundreds of practices!
 If you have a son in 1st, 2nd or 3rd grade that would like to play 
baseball, now is the time to sign up for JUNIOR KNIGHTS BASEBALL 
This group will be coached by MLHS Varsity Coach Dave Lane in our 
field house on Saturdays, 9:30–10:30 AM, during March and April! 
 Also, now is the time to sign up for 4th–8th KNIGHTS BASEBALL! We 
will report our teams for April–July play with the Crow River League 
by the middle of February, so register now! Sign up online or call Barb 
Christopherson for details.
 Watch for our KNIGHTS/CRUSADERS 
2020 SUMMER CAMPS informational card 
mailed to your home in a few weeks! Area 
Lutheran schools and Cologne Academy 
will have information available on their 
campuses as well. Camp registration will 
be online in mid-February!
 For questions about any Knights 
programs, please call Knights Coordinator 
Barb Christopherson at 763-257-7447. Tell 
your friends about our programs that are 
offered to ALL youth in our area! Come 
join us! YOU are welcome here!

Youth Outreach Program of Mayer Lutheran High School

Congratulations to the Mayer Knights 8th grade boys basketball team for winning the Waconia 
tournament. Coached by Mike Neitzel and Mason Diedrick.

Congratulations to the Mayer Knights 5th grade girls, winners 
of the 2019 MLHS Jingle Bell Jam Basketball tournament! 
Coached by Ryan and Amber Stahlke.

Go Knights!

Mayer Knights 
FREE Girls Soccer Clinic
FEBRUARY 22, 9–11 AM
Mayer Lutheran Field House
Girls grades 4-6
•  Meet and greet Crusader women’s coaches, 
    captains, and players

•  Skills instruction on ball control, dribbling, 
    passing, striking/shooting, and more

•  Learn fun new tactics and techniques along 
    with advancement skills

•  Play small-sided games and learn team drills

•  Contact Barb Christopherson at 763-257-7447
    for more information

PARTICIPANTS BRING:
Tennis shoes (laces are a must) and water bottle. Shin 
guards, soccer socks, and soccer ball are encouraged.
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Woods One students were introduced to woodworking by constructing two required projects followed by 
a third independent project of their choice. The first project they construct is a hardwood cutting board. 
The second project is a softwood figurine. Once required projects were completed, students began the 
process of planning, purchasing, constructing, and finishing a project of their choice. There were many 
excellent projects this year including: tables, desks, signs, shoe racks, and a coat rack.  

I N D U S T R I A L  A R T S  D E P A R T M E N T  N E W S
By Dean Aurich  |  dean.aurich@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1213

WOODS 1

Independent Table Project by Sam Olson

Hardwood 
Cutting Boards

Softwood 
Figurines

MLHS Misson Trip: 
Sharing Jesus 
in Anapra
Praise God for another 
opportunity during this past 
Christmas break to witness His 
love to the people of Anapra, 
Mexico!
 Thank you for praying for the 
MLHS team—that God’s mission 
would be accomplished. We 
were blessed! Five houses and 
new relationships were built. 
Lives were changed as the hope 
of Jesus was shared. 
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March 20 & 21 • 7 PM
March 22 • 2 PM

MAYER LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL
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CRUSADERS 
FOR A CURE
Mark your calendars for a night of fun and 

fellowship. February 11 will be the culmina-

tion of CRUSADERS FOR A CURE. 

The MLHS girls basketball team will be host-

ing this event in an effort to raise awareness 

and funds for women who have cancer. That 

day the girls and boys basketball teams will 

be hosting Lester Prairie Holy Trinity. Game 

times are as follows:  

C Boys at 12 PM, B Girls at 2 PM, B Boys at 

4 PM, Varsity Girls at 6 PM and Varsity Boys 

at 8 PM. It is sure to be a packed house, so 

come early to get your seat!

 All proceeds of the CRUSADERS FOR 

A CURE activities will go to Ridgeview 

Medical Center’s Pay It Forward patient 

assistance fund. Through this fund Ridgeview 

is able to provide emergency financial as-

sistance to patients facing challenges during 

their treatment for cancer. In the past nine 

years, the MLHS girls basketball team has 

raised over $49,000 for the Pay It For-

ward fund. 

 The most exciting activity of the day is 

sure to be the shooting contest. You can 

pay to shoot from a spot on the floor; if 

you make the shot you get an entry into a 

drawing for lots of great prizes, including the 

grand prize of a 40” Samsung HD Smart TV. 

The following shots are offered:  

$2 for a half-court shot, 

$5 for a three pointer, 

$10 for a free throw, and 

$30 for a layup, which you can shoot until you make!

Don’t want to shoot? No problem, you can rent a MLHS basketball player. For $10, they will shoot two free throws for you. If they make 

both, you will receive two entries into a drawing for a second television. If they make one or none, you will still receive an entry (please 

note—renting a player does not qualify you for all prizes).

In addition to the shooting contest, a bake sale, sponsor the free throw shooter, CRUSADERS FOR A CURE bracelets, 

honorary ribbons, and more will all be taking place on this great night. We will even have a drawing for two Timberwolves Tickets in the 

Lexus Courtside Club! Plan on coming February 8 to show your support for those who have faced and will face cancer. For more information 

or to donate to this great cause, please contact a girls basketball player or Coach Gustin at 952-657-2251 x1217.

cr
u
sa

de
rs for a cu

re

Preparing the Next Generation of Christian Leaders

Crusaders for a Cure
An evening of fun and fellowship while raising awareness

and funds for women with cancer.

Events include a shooting contest and penny wars competition.
Donators receive Crusaders for a Cure bracelets, honorary ribbons, and more.

Together we can make a difference for women with cancer.

(events and activities will be held between games and at half-time)

All proceeds from Crusaders for a Cure activities will go to Ridgeview Medical Center’s
Pay It Forward patient assistance fund. Pay It Forward provides emergency financial assistance

to patients facing challenges during their treatment for cancer.
Donations can be made at the event, by contacting any Crusader Girls Basketball Team Member,

or by calling Coach Gustin at 952-657-2251 x 1217.

Please join the Mayer Lutheran High School Girls Basketball Team in

WWW.MAYERLUTHERAN.ORG | 952-657-2251 | MN 7 & MN 25 – MAYER

Saturday  February 8, 2020
Crusader Basketball

vs
Lester Prairie/Holy Trinity
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hen he found out he had only three students 
auditioning for this year’s One Act Play, director Tim 
Bode (’76) had to do a quick change of direction 

from the play he was originally planning to direct to one that 
would work for the small cast. “I needed to look for a play that 
not only worked for just three actors,” Bode explained, “but also 
was a good fit for the particular actors I have.”

The play he selected, Gary Grinkle’s Battles With Wrinkles and 
Other Troubles in Mudgeville, by Stefan Graves Lanfer, is a fable 
about a town where the people are so worried—about wrinkles 
in pants, or germs in the air, or getting rain on their fancy shoes, 
or that they’ll miss an important TV show—that they won’t go 
outside. That is, until Marla A. Maven arrives in town and brings 
some magic that helps the people of Mudgeville leave their 
worries behind.

Although the play’s author specifically says that Gary Grinkle… 
can be done with three actors, the small cast does require each 
actor to play multiple roles, which means many costume changes 
and a lot of lines to memorize. “The actors have done a great 
job, and it’s been fun to see how they have developed their 
different characters,” said Bode, “including coming up with 
different character voices for each one.” The visual elements for 
the show, including the characters’ makeup, were designed to 
resemble pages from a children’s coloring book.

Gary Grinkle… was performed for MLHS students and the public 
on January 15, and will be performed at a Section 4A sub-section 
competition hosted by MLHS on Saturday, January 25 at 1:35 PM. 
If the play finishes in the top 2 at sub-sections, it will advance to 
the section finals at St. Paul Academy on February 1, where the 
top play as selected by the judges advances to Class A State One 
Act Festival on February 6.

One Act Play actors are senior Stasia McKinney, 
sophomore Houston Green, and freshman Allie 
Rasmussen. Stage crew members are Hailey 
Duick and Natalia Bayarri, and lights and sound 
are run by Parker Grahn and Sam Olson. The 
play’s assistant director is Joan Bode (’76). 
Additional offstage help was provided by 
students Naomi Johnson and Mikayla Eggers.

Mayer Lutheran

One Act Play
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Happy New Year! May you feel God’s love and 
peace throughout 2020!
 In November, I visited our Freshmen Seminar class 
and helped freshmen plan their four years at MLHS.  
This plan is not permanent but it will give them 
some direction for what is to come during their four 
years at MLHS. If you would like to see a copy of 
what your student is planning, don’t hesitate to ask.
 In the early part of the new year, I will meet with freshmen and 
sophomore classes, helping them to navigate through some resources 
and websites, looking for potential colleges and careers. This will include 
going over their ASPIRE scores from the October testing. In mid-January, 
I will be meeting with juniors regarding their PSAT scores. Students are 
encouraged to take their test scores home to share with you.  
 In late February or early March, the process will begin for students to 
choose their classes for this fall. Class choices will be communicated to 
parents through an email. Parents, if you have any questions regarding 
their choices, please let me know.
 Seniors are making final plans for college. Many transcripts, ACT 
scores, and recommendation letters have been mailed. Encourage 
them to continually look to see what they still need for their application 
process as early deadlines have come and gone. However, it’s not too 
late! If help is needed with those final application deadlines, have them 
stop by and ask. I am more than happy to help.
 God’s blessings to all of our students and families as the second half 
of our year is just beginning! May God bless your new year with hope, 
encouragement and inspiration! 

2020 ACT DATES:
April 4 (register by February 28)
June 13 (register by May 8) Test given on MLHS campus.
July 18 (register by June 19)  

Visit www.actstudent.org for more details and registration.

By Debra Kelzer, Guidance Counselor  
debra.kelzer@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1012

Counselor’s Corner
Winter Indoor Walking!
Mayer Lutheran High School is opening its field 
house on Tuesday and Thursday mornings for 
individuals to come in from the cold and get in 
some walking exercise. Field house doors will be 
open 6:30am-8:00am. Following your walk, feel 
free to stay for a cup of coffee and a treat by the 
fireplace!

SCREENAGERS:
GROWING UP IN THE DIGITAL AGE
Sunday, February 9
6:00–7:30 PM
St. John’s Lutheran Church
101 SE 2nd Ave, Norwood-Young America, MN

We invite parents of children of any age and 

students in grades 7-12 who want to learn more 
about managing the online world to join us.
Free pizza supper beginning at 5:30 PM. Free 
childcare for infants–grade 6 is provided.
REGISTER for this FREE event today.

SCREENAGERS is the first feature documentary to 
explore the impact of screen technology on kids and 
offer parents and families proven solutions that work. 
What started out as a personal story for one has 
grown into a national movement, helping millions 
of teens and their families navigate growing up in a 
world with instant access to screens. SCREENAGERS: 
Growing Up in The Digital Age has been screened 
more than 8,000 times to 4 million people in more 
than 70 countries around the world. 

With Faith, Hope, and Love:
Raising Confident Christian 
Children in a Secular World
Friday, February 19
5:30 PM: Pizza dinner provided
6:00–7:30 PM: Presentation, childcare available
St. John’s Lutheran School
300 E. 4th St, Chaska

Join us for an honest, hope-filled, and caring 
conversation with Rev. Dr. Lucas Woodford about 
strategies and strengths for raising godly, beloved, 
baptized children amid our secular society. The aim 
is to equip you with resources, tools, and a support 
network to protect, encourage, inform, and form 
the families of our homes and congregations with a 
lasting, healthy biblical view of the family.
REGISTER for this FREE event today!

O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

W
al
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ay
s CAMPUS TOURS! 

9 AM–5 PM every 
Wednesday!
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Alumni News
By Susan Parrish, Alumni Director  |  susan.parrish@mayerlutheran.org  |  612-749-4578

Miriam Wade
Miriam (Wilson) Wade (‘13) is excited to share
that she has signed a book deal with Zenith 
Publishing. “Rise of Knight and Sword,” which 
will be the first book in her One Sword Series, 
is a young adult fantasy novel that explores the 
mythos of the Arthurian legend in a new setting. 
The novel takes the origin of King Arthur and sets 
it in a steampunk-flavored urban fantasy universe 
where dinosaurs roam freely. Follow the publisher 
directly on all the social media platforms (Facebook, 
Instagram @zenithpublishing, Twitter @genzpub), 
Miriam’s author website (miriam-wade.com), or her 
Instagram account (@wade.writes) for continuing 
updates on her novels.

Mayer CAST Welcomes 
Back MLHS Alumnus
A BIG welcome to the Mayer CAST 
family, Kevin Berg (Class of ‘08)! 
Kevin will be directing the 2020 
summer production! Mayer CAST is 
so excited to work with him again!!  
Keep your eyes open in the next few 
weeks for the announcement of the 
upcoming summer production.

The Mayer CAST Advisory Commitee with Kevin Berg. Front Row L/R: Wendy Bakken, Kevin Berg, Sharon Krueger 
Schewe. Back Row L/R: Jared Switch, Joan Bode, Kristine Marlatt, Jenny Erdmann, Tim Bode

Branden Carlson
Matthew Menth
Congratulations to Branden John Carlson
(‘18) and Matthew Menth (‘18) for making 
the All-Conference Football Team. Both 
Branden and Matthew play for the Cougars 
at the University of Minnesota-Morris. 
 May you both continue to display your 
Christian leadership in all you do!
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A C A D E M I C  E X C E L L E N C E :  S E M E S T E R  1 

 
   SEMESTER 1 STUDENTS

THEOLOGY
Aaliyah Bargmann   
Aaliyah not only asks deep, probing 
questions about her own beliefs, but also 
of the church at large. She takes daily 
Bible reading very seriously and truly 
contemplates the content which she reads. 
She grapples with higher level content 
in a way that shows her true passion for 
gaining knowledge and seeks to clarify 
anything she is the least bit confused about. 
Aaliyah constantly puts full effort into her 
assignments and is a pleasure to have in 
class.   Submitted by: Mrs. Polzin 

ENGLISH
Rylee Noerenberg   
In Honors 10, Rylee continually goes above 
and beyond the expectations that are 
set forth. With homework assignments, 
she adds deep insights into the work 
that she does, showing she is continually 
analyzing the work she is completing. In our 
classroom discussions, she comes prepared 
with answers that show the depth of her 
understanding of the works being discussed, 
and an ability to synthesize information 
with a critical eye. As the discussions take 
place, Rylee listens to what her classmates 
say, and is able to take their responses and 
formulate questions that push her and her 

peers to a deeper and more meaningful 
understanding of the text. The papers she 
writes also show her ability to incorporate 
strong higher-level thinking skills as she 
analyzes the text. Overall, Rylee is a strong 
student and a delight to have in class.  
 Submitted by: Mrs. Baker

SCIENCE 
Manuel Marco, Maddison 
Saulsbury, Joonyeoup Kim 
Manuel Marco thrives in the challenging 
environment of AP Physics. He is able to 
find multiple paths to the correct solution 
in his problem solving. In labs, Manuel 
immediately compares measured results 
with the predictions from theory, and begins 
the work of reconciling theory with reality. 
His work toward understanding the Laws 
written into creation is commendable.
 Maddie Saulsbury is recognized for 
excellence in Chemistry. Maddie has 
demonstrated mastery of content as 
she studied the building blocks of the 
universe. Her ability to discern detail and 
subtle differences in problem solving has 
carried her to the next level. Maddie is 
able to make the connections between 
the classwork and real-world chemical 
interactions. Her understanding of the 
composition of matter deserves praise.
 Joonyeoup Kim is recognized for 
excellence in Chemistry. Joonyeoup regularly 
finds the right question to ask that leads 

to understanding. His insightful questions 
encourage and benefit the entire class. In 
the lab his problem solving contributed to 
his group’s success in the crystal growing 
contest. Joonyeoup is committed to seeking 
out truth and understanding which deserves 
recognition.  
 Submitted by: Mr. Schulteis

MATHEMATICS 
Josiah Clark   
From my first experience with Josiah, it 
was clear that he had a solid background 
in Math. Once he entered the classroom, 
he continued to impress me with his 
knowledge, preparation, and retention 
of material. Josiah is easily able to make 
connections between new material and 
previous concepts and will often be the first 
to attempt (correctly) challenge problems 
that are presented. His homework is well 
prepared and he excels on tests. He asks 
thoughtful questions and is willing to help 
his peers understand their homework.  
Submitted by: Mrs. Hoback

SOCIAL SCIENCE 
Kallea Waldron 
Kallea has demonstrated a love and 
passion for history.  From the start of the 
semester to the end, Kallea continually put 
in extra effort, going above and beyond the 
requirements on each of her projects. Not 
only does Kallea work very hard outside 

Hard Work, Curiosity, and Character

Front row L/R: Kallea 
Waldron, Naomi Johnson, 
Aaliyah Bargmann, Rylee 
Noerenberg, Maddison 
Saulsbury, Manuel Marco 

Back row L/R: Josiah Clark, 
Isaiah Favorite, Joonyeoup 
Kim, Matt Roepke, Joe Welk, 
Abigail Maetzold
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of the classroom, but she also participates at a high level in 
classroom discussions. Kallea can be counted on to help initiate 
and/or continue class discussions.   Submitted by: Mr. Pingel

INDUSTRIAL ARTS 
Matt Roepke   
Matt has done exemplary work in Woods III. He constructed 
a TV stand with sliding drawers. He demonstrated that he is 
independent, able to organize a project, make productive use 
of his time, and create an exceptional product. His attention to 
detail and his patience in finishing and sanding is exceptional.  
 Submitted by: Mr.  Aurich

TECHNOLOGY
Joseph Welk   
It is a rare thing to have a student take three technology 
classes in a single semester; it is even more rare for such a 
student to approach every project in those classes with a sense 
of purpose, striving to do his best work on each one. From the 
first day of the semester Joseph consistently selected projects 
that were challenging, which forced him to develop skills in 
video editing, photography, sound reinforcement, and image 
editing. His work is top-notch and very creative.   Submitted by: 
Mr. McClintock

SPANISH 
Abigail Maetzold, Naomi Johnson 
Abigail Maetzold is always trying to speak Spanish, not only 
in class, but also outside of the classroom. She has shown a 
great enthusiasm for and interest in the Spanish language. She 
is always asking questions, working to figure out the grammar, 
and has developed a high level of comprehension of spoken 
Spanish. I’m so proud of her!
 Naomi Johnson showed a high level of interest in the 
Spanish novel assigned to the class. She showed great 
motivation to understand and complete the reading of it. This 
became obvious to me when she asked for permission to take 
the book home so she could finish reading it. Naomi desires to 
understand more and more about Spanish. She is curious about 
the language and the culture, asking insightful questions. 
 Submitted by: Mrs. Alvarez

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Isaiah Favorite is a terrific Physical Education student. He 
is a joy to have in class. He works hard and has taken being 
physically fit to another level. He will either be up at 5:00 AM 
working out or will be in the weight room after school. During 
class he continues to work hard, even though he works out at 
other times and never complains about having to work out. He 
even “thanks” me for Fun Fitness days and will let me know 
how many miles the class did. One day he joked and said he 
wanted more after a 1.8 mile workout! I love his work ethic!!    
 Submitted by: Mrs. Grimsley

(ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE: SEMESTER 1, continued)

MLHS Celebrates National 
Lutheran Schools Week
Mayer Lutheran will have Wendysue Fluegge, a dynamic 
Christian singer, in concert on Monday, January 27, 2020.  
This is part of the area Lutheran schools’ celebration of 
National Lutheran Schools Week. Wendysue is a pianist, 
guitarist and gifted vocalist with an energetic personality 
that will entertain and inspire you. Her contemporary songs 
includes touches of pop, rock, jazz, and country, and even 
spoken word. Wendysue will be joined on stage by Mayer 
Lutheran’s Joyful Noise praise band, which is under the 
direction of Mr. James Strehlke. 
 The following schools will be joining the Mayer Lutheran 
community on January 27: Trinity–Waconia, Emanuel–
Hamburg, St. James–Howard Lake, Redeemer Christian 
Academy–Wayzata, Immanuel–Gaylord, St. Johns–NYA, First 
Lutheran–Glencoe, Christ Community Lutheran School–
Watertown, Zion–Cologne, Zion–Mayer, and St. Johns–
Chaska. Programs run at 9:00 AM, 10:15 AM, and 1:10 PM.
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Hands and Feet
“One of our key mission outreach initiatives is Sam Hill’s Closet,” said 
Randy Lowe, Samaritan’s Hill Community Coordinator. “It is a new shoe 
ministry to our surrounding communities. Since its inception this past 
summer, Sam Hill’s Closet has been in direct partnership with FYCC 
(Family and Youth Community Connection) in Albertville, Minn.  With 
their connections to the surrounding communities, Sam Hill’s Closet 
was instrumental in providing several families with new shoes at the 
outset of this school year.  In addition, ...Sam Hill’s Closet has provided 
200 new pairs of shoes and gift cards to the Family Readiness Group 
that serves more than 700 families of newly deployed reservists, na-
tional guard and active military who are now serving in the Middle East. 
To be the Hands and Feet of Jesus is our calling.  

LCEF is a partner in this ministry.... We hope that this outreach ministry 
would continue to bless countless families and that God’s Holy Spir-
it would touch these lives, and that further opportunities to minister 
would occur.”

“Samaritan’s Hill Lutheran Church was worshiping out of an elementary 
school in Rogers, MN,” said LCEF Minnesota South District Vice President Kai Larson. “They felt it was time to expand 
their ministry and move into their own facility. They located a building in Albertville that they wanted to purchase. 
Thanks to the support of our investors, LCEF was blessed to help finance the purchase of the building and the renova-
tion for Samaritan’s Hill. The congregation was also the recipient of an LCEF Signature Sponsorship Series grant to fund 
new signage. Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod ministries are encouraged to contact their LCEF district vice president 
for more information.

Kai Larson

Minnesota South
District Vice President

 952-223-2163
Kai.Larson@lcef.org

LCEF National Office
10733 Sunset Office Drive

Suite 300
St. Louis, MO 63127

800-843-5233  |  lcef.org

LCEF is a nonprofit religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not FDIC-insured bank deposit accounts. This 
is not an offer to sell investments, nor a solicitation to buy. LCEF will offer and sell its securities only in states where 
authorized. The offer is made solely by LCEF’s Offering Circular. Investors should carefully read the Offering Circular, 
which more fully describes associated risks. The State of Washington has adopted a regulatory position that currently 
prohibits residents of Washington State from opening a new investment unless they are already an LCEF investor and 18 
years or older. 

Sam Hill’s Closet in Albertville, Minn., provides new shoes to families in need. 

LCEF helped fund this ministry’s new church home and provided grant funding. 

Pictured left above, LCEF District Vice President Kai Larson and Samaritan’s 

Hill Community Coordinator Randy Lowe. Sam’s Hill received several pairs of 

new shoes from the Minnesota South District office in December 2019. Also 

pictured above, the congregation’s new home.
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T H E  L A S T  W O R D
By Kevin Wilaby, Principal  |  kevin.wilabymayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1008

Education is a difficult endeavor. It 
involves people, who are unique in 
every way, working together in order 
to maximize the development of 
knowledge, skills, and the ability to think 
critically, independently, and creatively. 
Consider the following challenges that 
education takes on every school year. 

Number 1: Every school looks for 
ways to increase student test scores. 
Some provide specific opportunities for 
students to receive help in preparing 
for the ACT and SAT. Others review 
test objectives associated with ACT and 
SAT and look for ways to include the 
objectives in the curriculum. Schools 
provide rigorous curriculum options that 
challenge students to grow in skill and 
knowledge. Schools adopt programs that 
provide students with extra study time 
and work to increase the access students 
have to teachers. However, students 
have different abilities and talents and 
each one is able to choose their level of 
engagement with the curriculum and 
the teacher. They determine the effort 
that they will put in, and what their 
response to challenging situations, such 
as a disappointing grade or criticism from 
their peers, will be.

Number 2: In general, there is an 
increasing perspective in society that 
suggests that grades of ‘A’ are the 
expected level of achievement for 
students. Parents may believe that this 
is what their children are capable of 
achieving. Although this seems like 
a good thing, set the bar high and 
students will achieve it, what happens 
when students fall short of earning the 
‘A’? How will the student or the parent 
respond to a lower grade? Are students 
prepared or able to receive a lower grade 
and not have it negatively impact their 
attitude, effort, and sense of personal 
worth? School work, homework, tests, 
and projects are given grades. Students 
have differing levels of motivation and 
ability. The idea that every student should 
be an ‘A’ or nearly a straight ‘A’ student 

is unrealistic. In the 1960’s the average 
high school grade given was a ‘C’ and 
that was acceptable. Today, a report 
card that averages to a grade of ‘C’ is 
seldom acceptable and usually a source 
of frustration.
 Students definitely feel the pressure 
to achieve high grades and are often 
disappointed or frustrated when they 
do not receive an ‘A’. Whether this 
pressure comes from within themselves 
or from outside sources, such as 
college admissions requirements or 
the expectations of their parents, this 
pressure can become overwhelming. 
Some studies of students indicate that 
students report the pursuit of top grades 
as a source of anxiety for them.

Number 3: We live in a day in which 
school violence has become a great 
concern. Schools spend a significant 
amount of resources trying to ensure 
student safety. Schools work with 
consultants, educate students, teachers, 
and staff on safety procedures, and 
conduct drills in order to be as prepared 
as possible for the event that no one 
wants to have happen. Even though 
these events are infrequent, whenever 
and wherever one does occur, it tends 
to create a national sense of fearfulness 
because of the often unpredictable 
nature of the violence.
 There are numerous studies that 
indicate that we are living in a time of 
increasing anxiety and mental illness. 
Many ideas exist that try to explain why 
this is occurring. Some blame technology 
and social media. Others point to the 
pace of life and how difficult it is to truly 
find down time in order to rejuvenate. 
High school students deal with numerous 
expectations that are placed on them 
by parents, coaches, teachers, and 
themselves. They balance a full day of 
classes with a full evening of practices 
and rehearsals, and then there is still 
homework to do and tests to study 
for. Many of them are chasing the high 
test score and the great grades. When 
adversity strikes, there is no margin in 

their lives to allow them 
to deal with the challenge 
in a healthy way for 
them. 

 No single or simple solution exists. 
However, there should be concern for 
our students, our children and their 
overall well-being. Perhaps we should 
help them understand that there is 
greater value in hard work than in the 
high test score or top grade. Take time 
to discuss their personal sense of their 
own safety in the world today. What 
scares them? What reassures them? How 
can parents, teachers and adults provide 
this reassurance? Is their life too fast 
paced? Do we need to make decisions 
on their behalf or in collaboration 
with them that will provide space in 
their lives so they can relax and enjoy 
being a teenager? What expectations 
do students believe are being placed 
upon them by the adults in their lives 
and what expectations are they putting 
on themselves? This combination 
of expectations could prove to be 
overwhelming, as students strive to not 
disappoint anyone.
 Although God expects perfection, He 
understands that this was not and is not 
possible for anyone. So, He placed the 
expectation of perfection on Jesus, who 
met every expectation perfectly, and 
would become the perfect, unblemished, 
sacrifice for every expectation that we 
have failed to uphold. The gift of His 
righteousness is ours because of Jesus. 
God doesn’t heap His wrath on us every 
time we fail. He loves, forgives, restores, 
and renews us for Jesus’ sake and 
gives us the gift of eternal life. Perhaps 
our children, and students, need to 
experience more of God’s love through 
us in order to grasp that all is well with 
them today and eternally.

Challenges in Education and Life
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