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Dear Parents,

Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ!
 This past spring was, without a doubt, an historic 
time in the long story of Mayer Lutheran High 
School. Beginning in the middle of March, our 
students were sent home to provide safety from 
COVID-19 amid the pandemic that has since engulfed 
our planet. Our teachers and staff were amazingly 
resilient as they developed the tools to teach 
students digitally. While our teachers were trained in 
delivering E-Learning this past summer, they could 
not have envisioned the demands placed upon them 
to provide instruction and, more importantly, prepare 
Christian leaders, over the next ten weeks. We are 
grateful for their partnership in the Gospel and their 
courage.
 As we approach the 2020-21 school year, we 
are committed to preparing the next generation of 
Christian leaders on our campus. This decision was 
not taken lightly and will require all of us to learn 
new habits as we grow together. The school’s leaders 
spent a great deal of time investigating, learning, 
and creating a plan that will enable our students and 
staff to be safe while providing a rich educational 
experience for each child. We are prepared for the 
physical, emotional, mental, and spiritual nurturing of 
our students as we equip them to be Christ-centered 
servant-leaders.
 Our decisions are guided by the best information 
we have been able to gather from the Minnesota 
Department of Health, the Centers for Disease 
Control, and the American Academy of Pediatrics. 
We monitor recommendations as they become 
available and are fully aware of the changing nature 
of such information. We will adjust our plans to 
meet the most recent and sound research to combat 
COVID-19. Your graciousness and patience will be 

most appreciated as we will likely have to adjust 
our protocols to best protect our Mayer Lutheran 
family.
 Our heartfelt desire is to hold classes on our 
campus. In the event that the authorities require that 
we are not allowed to do so, we will implement our 
E-Learning strategies as necessary. We have invested 
in technology and training to enable us to effectively 
teach each student, whether on campus or not. We are 
prepared for the worse and pray for the best.
  While we have experienced many changes at Mayer 
Lutheran High School and will, no doubt, experience 
many more this coming year, please know that some 
things will never change. We will always be Christ-
centered in all we do. We will always proclaim truth 
from a sound, Biblical perspective. We will always 
strive to equip Christian leaders and nurture them to 
serve a world that so badly needs them. These will not 
change, no matter what.
 In Paul’s letter to the Romans, he shares with us 
how much God loves us. “[B]ut God shows his love 
for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died 
for us (5:8).” Indeed, no matter what happens this 
coming year, nothing changes the truth of Scripture. 
We are sinners. Jesus died for us. We are secure in 
this knowledge that surpasses all earthly wisdom. 
I pray that you will be blessed by the faithfulness of 
our Lord as we, together, prepare the next generation 
of Christian leaders.
 May this Return to Campus Roadmap be a blessing 
and encouragement to you. By God’s grace, we will 
enjoy a year of blessing like no other.

In Christ,

Joel Landskroener

Joel Landskroener, MLHS Executive Director  |  joel.landskroener@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1007

A  LETTER  FROM  THE  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR
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Learning Scenarios and Protocols for School Opening
Mayer Lutheran’s current expectation is to minister to and educate students on our campus. To this end, 
plans have been developed so that a high-quality education will be provided in the safest manner possible. 
This is an ongoing planning process as guidelines in regards to COVID-19 change frequently. Your 
support and understanding are appreciated.

SCENARIO 1: Our preferred and current expectation for the fall

• Face-to-face education and ministry on our campus will occur. A seven-period academic day will be utilized.
 Students will move from room to room as periods change. Social distancing will be practiced and mask use 
 will be required.
• Daily health screenings will occur. Parents will be responsible for screening their children each morning 
 utilizing the COVID-19 Health Screening Flowchart (found on page 5). All staff will be responsible for 
 conducting a self-screen each morning.
• New health and attendance-related protocols will be utilized. Student illness will lead to longer amounts of 
 time out of school to ensure complete healing and reduce the risk to the school community. Parents will be 
 asked to provide more information about a student’s illness. (See the COVID-19 Health Screening 
Flowchart on page 5 and the Reporting Student Absences on page 11).
• Practicing the following hygiene protocols will be emphasized.
 - Wash hands often.
 - Do not touch you face (eyes, nose, and mouth).
 - Cover your coughs and sneezes into your elbow or into a tissue.
• As the year begins, large gathering of students such as chapels, lunch periods in the cafeteria, and 
 assemblies will not be able to take place.

SCENARIO 2:  All Virtual Instruction–eLearning  (Our least desirable option.)

• In the event of a need or mandate to cease on-campus instruction, Mayer Lutheran is prepared to implement 
 a fully on-line program to continue our educational ministry.
• Mayer Lutheran will be preparing students for this scenario while we are conducting classes on campus. 
 This will ensure that students will be able to make this transition successfully if needed.
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Absences and eLearning—
Continuing Education 
While Absent
Absences due to illness will require that students 
remain at home for longer periods of time. In 
order to continue their education while absent:
• Students will be able to join classes in real time
 allowing them to receive instruction and 
 participate in class even if at home.  
 - Students will follow their class schedule from 
   home; the school day will start at the normal 
   time and students are expected to be on time for 
   each of their classes which will be on Microsoft 
   TEAMS.
•	 In	the	event	of	an	illness	being	so	significant	
 that a student cannot join their class, class 
 sessions will be recorded and posted so that the 
 student can watch what was missed when they 
 are feeling better.

Health Concerns and 
Daily Attendance
If there is a health issue creating a concern about 
having your student in physical, on-campus 
attendance each day, our ability to deliver 
eLearning simultaneously with our on-campus 
program provides an excellent way to continue 
your student’s education. Please contact Kevin 
Wilaby, Principal, at 952-657-2251 x1008 or 
kevin.wilaby@mayerlutheran.org regarding 
this concern so that plans can be made to 
accommodate this concern.

Instructional Technology
Mayer Lutheran has the infrastructure and 
Learning Management Systems in place to 
educate students in COVID-19 times. To this end, 
additional hardware (microphones, document 
cameras, and more) are being added to ensure a 
high quality program for our students. Our BYOD 
program ensures that each student has a computer 
that can connect them to instruction and allow 
them to submit work. If we can assist you with 
respect to technology concerns, please contact 
Matt McClintock, Technology Director, at 
matt.mcclintock@mayerlutheran.org or 
952-657-2251 x1305.
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Daily Self-Screening
Mayer Lutheran expects parents to 
assist us by conducting daily health 
screenings of their student. If symptoms 
from the screening cannot be attributed 
to a health condition other than illness, 
please have your student stay at home, 
contact the school, and possibly your 
health care provider. Based on the 
symptoms that are shared, Mayer 
Lutheran along with your health care 
provider will help create a plan for 
when your student can return to school.
 Mayer Lutheran employees will 
follow the same daily health screening 
procedures.

Home until symptom 
improvement and fever 

free for 24 hours without 
fever reducing medication 

AND

Negative COVID 
test if taken 5-7 days 
after symptom onset

10 days after first 
symptom onset

Symptoms AND 
Self-Screening Criteria
One of the following would mean 
HAS SYMPTOMS:
• Fever (100.4+)
• Shortness of breath
• NEW loss of smell/taste
• NEW cough
OR 
Two+ of the following symptoms would 
mean HAS SYMPTOMS:
• Gastrointestinal symptoms such as 
 nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea
• Sore throat
• Muscle pain
• Excessive fatigue
• Chills
• NEW congestion/runny nose
• NEW onset of severe headache 
If you answer “Yes” to any of these 
screening questions and meet the criteria, 
stay home and away from other people. 
Contact your health care provider for 
guidance.
 
Exposure
Covid-19 Definition of EXPOSURE:
• If you have been within 6 feet for 15
 minutes or more of an infected person. 
 An infected person is one who: 
 - Has symptoms OR
 - Has a positive diagnosis OR
 - Has tested and is awaiting results
• If your close contact was within a 48 
 hour window prior to an infected 
 person’s symptom onset or them taking 
 their test, please contact MLHS.
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COVID-19 RETURN TO SCHOOL PARENT COMMITMENT LETTER

Dear Parents and Guardians of Enrolled Mayer Lutheran High School students, 

Please	read	the	commitment	letter	below,	sign	it,	and	return	it	to	our	office	either	in	the	mail,	in	person,	or	via	email	to 
paulette.jopp@mayerlutheran.org. Mayer Lutheran High School must have a signed commitment letter for every 
student before they begin attending their 2020-21 classes. 

As	the	parent/guardian	of	_________________________________________________________	(student	first	name,	
last name), I understand and commit to the following: 

1. Prior to each school day, I will assess my student for COVID-19 symptoms based on the COVID-19 
Health Screening Flow Chart (available on mayerlutheran.org/COVID). I will also assess other contagious 
illness-related symptoms. I will commit to keeping my student home from all school activities if these symptoms 
are present based on the detailed symptom guidelines provided in the COVID-19 Health Screening Flow Chart on 
mayerlutheran.org/COVID. 

2. I will not send my student to school if I am aware that he/she has been exposed to someone who has a positive 
diagnosis for COVID-19. 

3. I will contact the school immediately by emailing attendance@mayerlutheran.org if I am keeping my student 
home due to illness. 

4. I will speak with the school prior to sending my student back to school after staying home due to any illness. 

5. Should my student develop symptoms while at school, I will ensure someone is available to pick them up promptly 
if we are contacted by the school to do so. 

6. I give consent to and understand that classroom instruction will be delivered live and recorded on Microsoft 
TEAMS and that my child may appear in video and be heard in audio. 

7. If a member of our household has been exposed to or diagnosed with COVID-19, I will notify the school by 
emailing attendance@mayerlutheran.org. 

Parent/Guardian: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________
FIRST NAME                                                                                               LAST NAME 

Parent/Guardian Signature: 

_____________________________________________________________________/_______/________
                                                                                                                                                                                                                               DATE 

Please return this form to the office if you have not already done so.
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School Communication

We are committed to keeping families 
informed via:
• www.mayerlutheran.org/COVID 
 is our new web page located in the top 
 navigation bar
• Our weekly Email Extra communication 
 published on Thursdays
• Our Daily Blast announcements published 
 each day

Regular communication with students will 
address behavioral expectations and foster a 
culture of care and thoughtfulness of others. 
Additionally, there will be reminders to:
• Be aware of personal space/physical 
 distancing
• Properly cover sneezes and coughs with 
 an elbow or arm
• Graciously respect others who wear face 
 coverings
• Stay at home if you are sick
• Not touch your face
• Regularly wash and sanitize hands

Signs will be placed throughout campus to 
remind students, staff, and guests of proper 
protocols and expectations including:
• Physical distancing
• Personal hygiene practices
• Washing hands and using hand sanitizer
• COVID-19 symptoms
• Appropriate ways to safely cough or sneeze

Communication regarding COVID-19 is critical to Mayer Lutheran High School and each family. 
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Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE)
There are many perspectives regarding social 
distancing and the use of masks. Mayer Lutheran 
desires to give an appropriate Christian witness 
(see Romans 13) in these challenging times. We 
want our students and employees to be safe and 
well so that teaching and learning can take place on 
our campus. 
Social Distancing: Students and employees 
are expected to socially distance (six feet apart) 
whenever possible.  
Masks: Masks will be required to be worn 
throughout the day, except during band, choir, 
strenuous PE activities, or due to individual 
circumstances as outlined in Executive Order 20-
81. All students and employees should have two 
masks with them each day. The second mask is a 
back-up	mask	and	may	be	required	if	the	first	mask	
becomes unusable. Cloth face masks need to be 
laundered frequently. Each student and employee 
should have a supply of masks available to them 
that will allow them get through the week. 
As situations change, school leadership will make 
decisions with respect to PPE that are in keeping 
with our calling as Christians and in the best 
interest of students, employees, and the desire to 
have education take place on campus.

Facilities
• Cleaning protocols are in place to ensure the sanitation 
 of primary contact areas such as door handles, 
 restrooms, and classrooms.
• Classrooms will have sanitation supplies in them so that 
 desks and chairs can be sanitized regularly between 
 class periods.
• Hand sanitizing stations have been added throughout 
 the building so students can conveniently sanitize their 
 hands as they move from class to class. Students are 
 encouraged to have hand sanitizer with them for 
 personal use.
• An acrylic partition has been added to the counter in 
	 the	school	office.
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Arrival and Departure 
Procedures: Students
In order to spread out the congestion at 
the start and end of the school day, three 
entrances are available: North (Door 1), 
East (Door 14), and West (Door 7).
• Students arriving before 7:40 AM will 
 use the North (Door 1) entrance which 
 unlocks at 7:00 AM. 
• The East (Door 14) and West (Door 7)
 entrances unlock at 7:40 AM.  
• Students arriving at 7:40 AM or later 
 will use the entrances as designated by 
 last name: 
 - North Entrance: Last names beginning 
   with A through H. (Student parking is 
   on the commons side of the building.) 
 - East Entrance: Last names beginning 
   with I through N. (Student parking is 
   on the east side of the building.) 
 - West Entrance: Last names beginning 
   with O through Z. (Student parking is 
   on the west side of the building.) 
• Carpools: Students in carpools will use 
 the entrance based on the driver of the 
 carpool. 
• Arrival: Students are expected to 
	 proceed	to	their	first	period	classroom	
 upon arrival on campus. 
• Departure: Students will leave the 
 building through the same door that 
 they enter through in the morning.

Co-Curricular Activities
Mayer Lutheran is still waiting for 
guidelines from the Minnesota State 
High School League (MSHSL) 
regarding activities for this coming 
school year. As we receive guidance 
and formulate our plans, we will share 
participant and spectator expectations 
for MLHS activities and events through 
announcements and appropriate signage.

Building Access During School 
Hours: Guests and Vendors
• A health screening will be given to all guests and vendors 
 who desire to enter the building.
• The only entrance that will be available during 
 school hours is the North (Door 1).
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Student Support
Our staff is committed to supporting 
our students. Our teachers are ready 
to provide academic assistance. Our 
counselor, Deb Kelzer (debra.kelzer@
mayerlutheran.org) desires to help 
students who are struggling with social 
and emotional situations. And, all of 
us are eager to support and nurture our 
students in their spiritual growth. Please 
contact us if you desire assistance with 
struggles your child is facing.
 We will keep open and regular 
communication pathways to support 
our students and will consistently 
encourage them to act with kindness, 
respect, patience, and tolerance.

Food Services
Students will have lunch in their fourth period locations. On days 
when the weather is cooperative, teachers may take their classes 
outside for lunch.
 At this time, there is uncertainty with respect to our hot lunch 
program. Everyone should be prepared and expect to send lunches 
with their students that do not require refrigeration or microwave 
use. If circumstances change and hot lunch is able to be offered, 
details will be shared with you of how to order a meal.

Students are encouraged to bring refillable water bottles each day. 
Though drinking fountains cannot be used, the bottle-fillers are 
available.

Spiritual Life
Daily chapel and Koinonia will 
continue, but changes are being 
implemented. The year will begin with 
chapel on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Friday. Koinonia will occur on 
Wednesday. Social distancing will 
occur during these spiritual growth 
opportunities.

• Koinonia groups will be assigned to 
 specific locations allowing for social 
 distancing.

• Chapel will be live-streamed so that 
 students can view it in their classroom.

• Freshmen, Sophomores, Juniors, and 
 Seniors will physically attend chapel 
 in the Fine Arts Center on a rotational 
 basis.
 - Monday: Freshmen
 - Tuesday: Sophomores
 - Thursday: Juniors
 - Friday: Seniors

This plan will be evaluated and 
modified in order to provide the best 
opportunity for students and staff to 
grow in their Christian faith by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.
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FAQs
What do I do if my child is sick with COVID-19?
Please have your child stay home. Contact the school by 
emailing attendance@mayerlutheran.org. Mayer Lutheran 
will assist families in determining when it is safe for the student 
to return to campus.

Am I required to wear a mask?
Mask use is required due to the Governor’s Executive Order 
20-81. Exceptions exist in choir, band, physical education, and 
for some medical conditions as denoted by the Governor’s order. 
As mandates and guidance with respect to masks changes, we 
will adjust expectations with respect to mask use. 

Can parents visit the school campus?
Parents are asked to restrict visits to campus. If there is a reason 
that requires a visit to campus, a health screening will occur.

Will Mayer Lutheran shutdown if a student or employee 
gets a positive COVID-19 diagnosis?
Our hope would be to avoid a shutdown. In order to care 
for our students and employees, Mayer Lutheran and local 
health	officials	will	collaborate	on	the	best	plan	of	action	if	a	
shutdown would need to be considered. We will do our best 
to communicate with our families in the event of a positive 
COVID-19 case in our school, while still respecting the 
confidentially	of	those	involved.

*NEW* Procedures for 
Reporting Student Absences
If your student is missing school for any reason, email 
attendance@mayerlutheran.org. 
In the email include:
• Student’s name and grade
• Parent/guardian name and best contact number (cell)
• The reason for the absence (illness, appointment type, 
 vacation, college visit, etc...)
• If it is an illness, please answer the following questions:
 - What symptoms has the student is experienced?
 - Has the student been in contact with anyone who has COVID-19?
 - Has the student been diagnosed with COVID-19, even if they 
   do not exhibit symptoms? 
	 -	Have	you	been	told	by	a	public	health	official	that	your	
   child has been exposed to COVID-19?
If the reasons for the student’s absence requires the student 
to stay home, we will work with the family and healthcare 
professionals to determine the best course of action to ensure 
the saftey of all.
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