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Dear Friends of Mayer Lutheran High School,

Warm greetings in Christ to you as we head towards Spring!
 Schools like ours are often referred to as “private” schools. While I know 
what people mean in using this reference, it is a poor choice of words. Mayer 
Lutheran High School is not a “private” school. Of the six uses of the adjective 
in Webster’s Online Dictionary of the English Language, none of them 
adequately describe our school. Consider definition 1.a. intended for or restricted to the use of 
a particular person, group, or class.
 While we are a school that unquestionably grounds our purpose and mission in God’s Word, 
we do not restrict enrollment to particular person, group or class.
 A quick look at our enrollment and you will see kids from a wide variety of backgrounds. One of 
the most popular barbs thrown at schools like ours is that we are only for rich kids. Tell that to the ten 
percent of our families who qualify for free and reduced lunch or the majority of our students who 
receive financial aid. One of the great miracles that unfolds before our eyes each year is the many 
families who, on paper could never afford a Mayer Lutheran education, are actually able to do so! 
(Thank God for the many generous miracle-makers who provide support to make it happen!) 
 Mayer Lutheran is a truly American school. We are independent. We are free to teach with 
no limitations. We provide opportunity and hope. We believe all students, no matter what sex, 
race, religion, ethnicity, or economic background should enroll at our school and have a chance 
to put into practice the skills and hard work that make one a success in a nation which has 
rewarded such behavior for 225 years. Entrance exams are not given at Mayer Lutheran. Yet, 
high-performing, academically-driven scholars and others who struggle with traditional learning 
consistently lead all schools in our area in ACT scores. (Thank you teachers who somehow make 
it possible for all kids to learn at high levels!)
 Make no mistake—as a school that prepares leaders to serve the community, nation, and world 
with the highest skill, integrity, character, and Christian love, Mayer Lutheran is truly a public 
school. The public benefits from the work we do in ways many may not even know. In addition 
to the 3,600 graduates who improve lives with their servant hearts and moral backbone, Mayer 
Lutheran serves the public in more tangible ways.
 In a typical year, our school brings more than fifty-thousand guests into the hamlet of Mayer, 
MN, providing a nice boost to the local economy. Speaking of economics, our school budget 
alone pumps almost three-million dollars a year into western Carver County, supporting local 
businesses and our employees who purchase homes and pay taxes. Our campus provides 
ample space for neighbors to exercise, play, walk their dogs, you name it. Cultural activities like 
concerts, art shows, and plays, always encourage the public to attend. And, who can forget 
the mighty Crusader athletic teams? I’m repeatedly told that most people know of Mayer, MN 
because of Mayer Lutheran High School sports.
 I could go on with how our school helped every driver on State Highway 25 be a little safer by 
paying a fair share to build a roundabout or how we provide support for many local charities to 
help them do the essential work that improves the quality of life for all of us. I could share how 
Mayer Lutheran students keep roads cleaned, parks maintained, and trails pristine. Our mission 
to prepare Christian leaders absolutely makes us a public school—one that serves our neighbors, 
wherever they live, now and for eternity!

Gratefully Serving the Public for Jesus,

Joel Landskroener

To submit information for publication in 
The Crusader, please contact Susan Parrish 
at susan.parrish@mayerlutheran.org or 
952-657-2251. Materials due by the 14th of 
each month prior to publication. 

Welcome to My Favorite 
Public School

Joel Landskroener, MLHS Executive Director  |  joel.landskroener@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1007

Mayer Lutheran
OPEN HOUSE
March 23
and
April 20
6:30–8:00PM

Congratulations to SnoFest 2021 
Queen Sydney Lehrke and King Lucas 
Rausenberger

MLHS 2021 Spring Drama Production
March 19, 20, 21!

T WO SHORT PL AYS
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A D M I S S I O N S  D E P A R T M E N T  N E W S
By Eric Turner, Director of Enrollment  |  eric.turner@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1011, 612-250-1131 (c)

Greetings from Mayer Lutheran!  
 We have many reasons to be thankful 
right now. Our enrollment of 175 students 
has been staying busy attending classes 
and participating in a variety of after-
school activities. And while MLHS will 
be saying goodbye to a great group of 
Seniors in the coming months, we are 
working hard to welcome the class of 
2025 into our building. We currently have 
40 Freshmen enrolled for the 2021-2022 
school year with more to come! I want to 
thank each of you for praying for MLHS 
and for sharing the good news about 
our school and your experience here 
as parents! Everyone at MLHS feels the 
power of your prayers and I can tell you 
that we have benefitted greatly from your 
faithful promotion. Please keep up this 
good and vital work!
 When people ask about MLHS and what 
makes us unique, how do we respond? 
What specifically do we mean when we 
say we are “preparing the next generation 
of Christian leaders”?
 It means our goal is to welcome 
students onto our campus each day so 
that they can gain a better understanding 
of the world they live in, both spiritually 
and academically. It means we have the 
privilege of teaching the truth we find in 
God’s Word, and incorporating our faith 
into the way we approach our academics. 
It also means we have the freedom to 
educate our students on world views which 

differ from ours. The hope and prayer 
always being that each of our students 
will learn to think critically and to develop 
the ability to measure every idea they 
encounter against the spiritual foundation 
they are building here on a daily basis. It 
means that every student, teacher and staff 
member in this building shares something 
in common as we go about our work—our 
identity in Jesus! While we are all sinners, 
we can take comfort in the fact that we 
have been redeemed by His grace. We can 
live as people who have been forgiven and 
made clean in His sight! 
 It means Mayer Lutheran High School is 
small enough to devote ample attention 
to each and every student and to foster 
their experiences here. We possess the 
ability to meet our students where they 
are spiritually and academically, which 
allows us to nurture them, to encourage 
them, to come alongside them when they 
struggle and to share in their joy when 
they succeed. Our students aren’t just 
numbers here…we get to know them! 
It also means that even though we are 
a small school, MLHS is large enough 
to offer a wide variety of opportunities 
for each of our students. Our course 
options range from algebra to English, 
from Spanish to ceramics, from biology 
to Christian worship, from guitar to 
personal finance! Students can choose 
from a number of AP courses designed 
to “tailor” their educational experience 

here, and they also 
have PSEO options 
enabling them 
to gain college 
credit before they 
even graduate! 
It’s a fact that our 
students and their many achievements 
at MLHS open doors for them when 
they look to continue studying and 
competing at universities and trade 
schools. The statistics show that colleges 
and universities want Mayer Lutheran 
graduates and are willing to offer 
serious scholarship dollars to get them 
to attend! In 2020 alone, our graduates 
were awarded over $1.6 million dollars in 
college scholarships!
 It means our students compete and 
do their very best in competitions for 
His glory! That they practice good 
sportsmanship when they win and when 
they lose. That they have the privilege of 
honoring the Lord by praying before the 
start of competitions ranging from football 
to trap shooting. It means we provide our 
students with opportunities to serve Him 
and give back through missions to the 
local community and beyond. A MLHS 
Crusader will be able to make food for the 
needy, build houses in Mexico, or serve on 
our Praise & Worship Team during chapel. 
Participating in these activities is strongly 
encouraged and represents a core element 
of Christian leadership at MLHS. We want 

our graduates to be brighter lights 
for Jesus when they move on. That 
the ideas and habits we promote 
here serve as building blocks for 
strengthening faith over four years. 
Our prayer is that this desire to give 
back will continue to grow in each 
of our students’ lives!
   These are just some of the 
many reasons new families can 
feel good about investing in their 
children’s education at Mayer 
Lutheran High School. Please keep 
sharing the good news about 
what’s happening here and pray 
that we would continue to see an 
increase in the number of families 
who realize they desire the same 
things as they weigh their options. 
And continue to be mindful of 
everything God does for us each 
and every day!

LCEF Investors
Rev. Ed and Sheryl DeWitt

Sanford, Fla.

LCEF is a nonprofit religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not FDIC-insured bank deposit accounts. This is not 
an offer to sell investments, nor a solicitation to buy. LCEF will offer and sell its securities only in states where authorized. The 
offer is made solely by LCEF’s Offering Circular. Investors should carefully read the Offering Circular which more fully describes 
associated risks. Lutheran Church Extension Fund-Missouri Synod. 10733 Sunset Office Drive, Suite 300, St. Louis, MO 63127-
1020. NMLS #3444. Illinois Residential Mortgage Licensee (MB.0006057). Loans made or arranged pursuant to a California Law 
License (6037619). For more information on LCEF’s lending license go to lcef.org/state-disclosures/.

DISCOVER YOUR OPTIONS AT LCEF.ORG  
OR CALL 800-843-5233.

When you invest with Lutheran Church Extension Fund 
(LCEF), you help us support Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod workers, schools, churches and organizations who 
need low-cost loans to expand and flourish.

It’s Lutherans helping Lutherans.

THIS IS HOW  
LUTHERANS HELP OTHER 
LUTHERANS

KAI LARSON
LCEF DISTRICT VICE PRESIDENT | MINNESOTA SOUTH

KAI.LARSON@LCEF.ORG | 952-223-2163
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T WO SHORT PL AYS

MLHS Theatre 
Spring Production:
Two Short Plays
The Mayer Lutheran High School 
Drama department presents its Spring 
drama production, a comedy/drama 
showcase of two One Act Plays, on 
Friday and Saturday, March 19 & 20 at 
7 PM, and Sunday, March 21 at 2 PM. 

The first One Act Play of the evening is 
the comedy Complaint Department 
and Lemonade by Kamron Klitgaard. 
People will complain about anything 
— not almost anything, but absolutely 
anything! In this rapid succession 
of hysterical grievances, where the 
complainer becomes the complaint 
taker, the complaint department takes 
on everything from Oreo icing to 
songs stuck in the head to the price of 
cheese and on and on and on. Could 
there be a glimmer of hope for anyone 
in charge of a complaint department? 

The second play is the One Act drama 
The Struggles. This award-winning, 
poignant drama centers around 
Megan, a young girl coping with the 
learning challenges associated with 
dyslexia and ADD. She encounters the 
personification of her struggles in a 
dream-like world, where her journey 
provides a realistic look at the burden 
of being a student with learning 
differences. It’s a world filled with 
embarrassing read-alouds, late papers, 
missed assignments, and forgotten 
homework. As her struggles reveal 
their true nature, we are left with an 
uplifting look at the unique strengths 
these individuals possess.  

Cast members are (in alphabetical 
order) Houston Green, Ashlyn Guse, 
Grace Litzau, Elsa McCarty, Brooke 
Olson, Lauren Rapp, Allie Rasmussen, 
and Rebecca Tredray. The production 
is directed by Tim Bode (’76) and 
produced by Wendy Bakken (‘85). 

Tickets are $5.00 for students and seniors, $7.00 for adults. 

Due to limited seating, advance reservations will be required. 

Reserve your seat at mayerlutheran.org. Payment taken at the door. 

Running time with intermission is approximately 90 minutes.
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The Mayer Knights School Year Activities and Knights/
Crusaders Summer Camps 2021 are alive and well!
If your son is interested in playing baseball in 
the Knights Baseball School Year Activity, 
beginning in April REGISTER NOW. We will again 
be participating in the Crow River Junior Baseball 
League, ages 9–14. 1st–3rd grade boys interested in 
participating in Junior Knights Baseball, coached 
by MLHS varsity coach Dave Lane, should REGISTER NOW! 
This program begins in March. Practices are held in the new MLHS Field House, 
complete with batting cages! PLAY BALL! 
Register online at mayerlutheran.org, click on youth programs, school year activities, register. 
 Summer is just around the corner! Look for the Mayer Knights/Crusaders Summer Camps 2021 Guide to arrive in 
your mail soon! We are offering football, volleyball, basketball, soccer, baseball (spring), sports performance, STEM, band, 
drama, ceramics and painting! We welcome ALL kids to our summer camps! Registration opened February 26! Each 
registrant will be notified with current Covid protocol one week before the camp. 
 Go to mayerlutheran.org and click on youth programs, summer camps, then registration. Save your spot! Pay online at 
registration or by check by one week before each camp. For more information call Barb Christopherson at 763-257-7447 or 
email barb.christopherson@mayerlutheran.org. We hope to see your family soon!

Youth Outreach Program of Mayer Lutheran High School

Youth Activities Outreach of Mayer Lutheran High School

SAVE YOUR SPOT!
REGISTER TODAY!

Camps!Camps!Summer‘21

Summer‘21

Knights Crusader Spring Baseball
Coach Dave Lane  ($85)
Grades 4–8 
March 20, April 10 10:00 AM–12 PM
March 21, April 11 3:30–5:30 PM

Knights Crusader Boys Basketball
Coach Keith Traska
July 12, 13, 14  ($60)
Grades 1–3  8:00–9:30 AM
July 12, 13, 14, 15  ($85)
Grades 4–6 10 AM–12 PM
Grades 7–9 1:00–3:00 PM

Knights Crusader Volleyball
Coach Joelle Grimsley
July 12, 13, 14  ($60)
Grades 1–3  6:00–7:30 PM 
August 9, 10, 11, 12  ($85)
Grades 4–6  8:00–10:00 AM
Grades 7–9 10:30 AM–1 PM

Knights Crusader Girls Basketball
Coach Kris Gustin
July 26, 27, 28  ($60)
Grades 1–3 6:00–7:30 PM
July 26, 27, 28, 29  ($85)
Grades 4–6 8:00–10:00 AM
Grades 7–9  10:30 AM–1 PM

Knights Crusader CoEd Soccer
Coach Keith Traska  ($60)
July 19, 20, 21
Grades 1–3 6:00–7:30 PM

Knights Crusader Girls Soccer
Coach Keith Traska  ($85)
July 19, 20, 21, 22
Grades 4–9 9:00–10:30 AM

Knights Crusader Tackle Football
Coach Dean Aurich  ($85)
August 9, 10, 11, 12 
Grades 5–9 6:30–8:30 PM

Knights/Crusader Ridgeview Sports 
Performance Camp 
Nichole Anderson  ($190)
Come and train for your upcoming sports 
season with MLHS athletic trainer, Nichole 
Anderson. Join in the practices that fit your 
schedule. (Complete medical questioneer online 
at time of registration.)
Mondays and Wednesdays
June 7–August 4 (no camp July 5) 
Grades 6–9 8:00–9:30 AM
Grades 10–12 9:30–11:00 AM

Opening Knights Performance
Wendy Bakken, Kevin Berg ($95) 
Join MLHS alumni—directors/producers/actors 
Wendy Bakken and Kevin Berg for a drama-
filled, performance fun week, ending with a 
performance for parents on the last day of 
camp. Break a leg!
June 21, 22, 23, 24 1:00–3:00 PM 
Grades 4–9 

Knights Ceramics*
Lisa Johnson ($95)
Create, paint, and fire up the kiln! 
June 21, 22, 23, 24
Grades 4–6 10 AM–12:00 PM
Grades 7–9 3:00–5:00 PM

Knights Acrylic Painting*
Lisa Johnson   ($95)
Create beautiful paintings using acrylics and 
watercolor! 
June 21, 22, 23, 24
Grades 4–6 8:00–10:00 AM
Grades 7–9  1:00–3:00 PM

*BONUS DISCOUNT! TAKE BOTH ART CAMPS 
  AND PAY ONLY $160. KNIGHTS WILL PROVIDE 
  A SNACK IN-BETWEEN CAMPS.

Knights/Crusader Band Camp
Director Luke Alliger  ($85)
Musicians will be given one-on-one instruction 
on their instrument while working on a solo 
work or ensemble work. Concert for parents 
TBA. MLHS band room.
June 28, 29, and July 1, 2
Grades 4–9 1:00–3:00 PM

Knights/Crusader STEM
Ben Schulteis, Matt McClintock ($150)
Activities include 3D printing, laser cutting, 
drone racing, astronomy, chemistry, and 
engineering competitions! 
July 19, 20, 21, 22
Grades 4–8  12–3:00 PM

2021 KNIGHTS CRUSADER COACHES CAMPS 2021 KNIGHTS ACTIVITY CAMPS

Join Mayer Lutheran High School varsity coaches and players at 
Mayer Knights sports camps! Choose from several camps designed 
to sharpen skills or introduce youth to a new opportunity.

For specific camp descriptions, go to mayerlutheran.org, Youth Programs, 
Knights Camps. Register with your child’s grade for fall of 2021. 
Please call Barb Christopherson at 763-257-7447 if you have questions.

MAYER LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL, 305 5th St. NE, Mayer, MN 55360
Located two miles south of State Hwy 7 on MN 25.

mayerlutheran.org

REGISTER ONLINE

Go to mayerlutheran.org, Youth
Programs, Knights Camps. 

Choose to pay camp fee when 
registering or wait until your camp 
begins—online or by check. 
(Checks payable to Mayer Knights.)

Questions? Please contact Knights 
coordinator, Barb Christopherson, 
barb.christopherson@mayerlutheran.
org or 763-257-7447.

Current Covid protocols will be 
communicated to registrants one 
week prior to camp.
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ENGLISH
The English Department is proud to award 
Meagan Flood with the title of Student of the 
Semester. Meagan has a heart for literature. She 
picks up on the intricacies of our readings, is 
respectful, and diligent in her work ethic. Meagan 
is contemplating a career in teaching language 
arts courses, and we can easily see her God-
given abilities being a great fit with this plan. 
Congratulations, Meagan Flood!
—Mrs. Megan Polzin

MATH
Maddi Saulsbury is one of our Mathematics 
Department top students. She has been a solid 
performer in calculus even while having to 
quarantine for several weeks. Congratulations to 
Maddi. Your hard work has been noticed!
—Mr. David Lane

Allison Rasmussen is a sophomore in our 
pre-calculus math class who has been excelling 
this first semester. She has been fantastic with 
participation in class, and has demonstrated a 
sound mastery of the material. Allie also volunteers 

her time tutoring other students, and is always 
friendly and ready to help brighten your day! 
—Mr. Keith Traska 

MUSIC 
The Music Department would like to recognize 
Sydney Lehrke as Student of the Semester. Sydney 
has shown great dedication and passion for music 
which can be seen in both of the ensembles she 
plays in. Sydney wanted to expand her musical skills 
by joining jazz band. In order to join, she recognized 
she would need to learn another instrument so over 
the summer she taught herself the alto saxophone. 
Sydney comes to rehearsals prepared and you can 
see her growth each and every day. Sydney not only 
shows great musicianship, but leadership skills. She 
is always there to help out and keep rehearsals 
running smoothly.   —Mr. Luke Alliger

SCIENCE
Josiah Clark is a valuable asset in this year’s 
chemistry class. His curiosity and attention to detail 
has paved the way for an excellent grasp of the 
rationality behind atomic theory. He asks insightful 
questions that connect everyday experiences to 
the chemical world lying underneath. His positive 
outlook keeps him growing and progressing every 
day. For these reasons Josiah is awarded Student of 
the Semester in the Science Department. 

Chemistry is a difficult subject, but virtual chemistry 
is even more challenging. Makayla Smoak 
deserves recognition for her excellent performance 
while completing chemistry virtually. Makayla’s 
focus and dedication have been impressive as she 
completed labs virtually and attended class online. 
Makayla has overcome the challenges of chemistry 
and achieved excellence despite this difficult 
situation. For this reason, Makayla is awarded 
Student of the Semester in the Science Department.
—Mr. Ben Schulteis

SOCIAL SCIENCE
The Social Science Department recognizes Allison 
Rasmussen. Allison has shown a great love and 
an overall excitement for history. She has worked 
hard to stay on top of her history homework, 
often exceeding expectations on the requirements. 
She truly has a gift in understanding and 
connecting history. She has showcased her talents 
continuously throughout the semester, continually 
asking questions in order to gain more knowledge 
on historical topics. Allison is truly a blessing to 
have in class.   —Mr. Josh Pingel

The Social Science Department recognizes Isaac 
Schmutzer. Isaac is a very curious history student.  
He always answers questions in class as well as 
always gets his homework in on time. Isaac is very 
good at making connections between events. He 
uses his talents very well in the classroom. Isaac is 
curious and willingly comes in before after school 
to seek answers to his questions. Isaac is a blessing 
to have in class. He is not only a blessing for me to 
have in class, but his knowledge also helps other 
students learn.   —Mr. Josh Pingel

SPANISH
Ashlyn Guse is a conscientious, creative student 
who always shows an interest in learning Spanish. 
She completed every assignment on time during the 
first semester, and her work is always well done. 
She is always paying attention in class. In fact, 
Ashlyn participates above and beyond expectations, 
earning 132 participation points during the second 
quarter—the most of any student in her class. 
Ashlyn is kind to everyone around her and works 
well with her fellow classmates.  —Mrs. Kay Traska

TECHNOLOGY
One of the requirements for Christian Worship class 
is creating a Christian music video. Max Tuttle 

Back row, L to R: Max Tuttle, Tristan May, Josiah Clark, Meagan Flood, Lydia Parrish
Front row, L to R: Ashlyn Guse, Allison Rasmussen, Kyle Winter, Sydney Lehrke, Samantha Rands, Isaac Schmutzer
Not pictured:  Maddison Saulsbury, Makayla Smoak

Each semester, Mayer Lutheran teachers 
select students who have stood out within 
their academic department. Consideration 
is given to many areas such as academic 
performance, curiosity about the subject, 
quality of participation, and a selfless 
attitude. MLHS is blessed to have many 
high quality students to consider so 
choosing who will be honored as a 
Student of the Semester is challenging. 
The following students were selected 
because of their exemplary work during 
the first semester of the 2020-2021 school 
year. Congratulations! Praise God for how 
these students have used their God-given 
talents in the classroom.

Student Awards–Semester 1

(Student Awards continued next page)
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did an outstanding job on his video. Typically, 
students would use Adobe Premiere Elements but 
Max, being home part of the time, used the Movie 
making software he had on his phone. He created 
video clips of his personal reading of scripture and 
focused much of the video around the beautiful 
city of Winsted. I was in awe watching Max’s very 
independent video creation using Toby Mac’s song 
“Speak Life.” Max has mentioned an interest in 
working with audio and video as a career. Max 
truly took what could have been a negative 
situation, having to work on much of the project 
while at home, and used it to glorify God through 
technology.   —Mr. James Strehlke

THEOLOGY
The Theology Department is pleased to award 
the title of Student of the Semester to both Kyle 
Winter and Lydia Parrish. Both of these fine 
students are truly deserving of this honor due to 
their commitment to the Christian faith and its 
teachings. These students are unapologetically 
committed to the study of theological issues and 
both are talented when discussing and defending 
such topics. Congratulations, Kyle and Lydia!
—Mrs. Megan Polzin

VISUAL ARTS
Josiah Clark and Samantha Rands have been 
chosen as the Visual Arts Students of the Semester.  
Throughout the semester, Josiah and Samantha 
each completed several drawings in a variety of 
media; ink, pastel, charcoal, graphite, and colored 
pencil—often using a combination of media in a 
single drawing.
 Josiah is an extremely talented visual artist. 
He has an artistic eye for composition and is 
technically strong in his use of various media. 
Josiah is developing many artistic strengths, his 
greatest being realistic portraits in graphite.
 Samantha has demonstrated talent and 
dedication in drawing class, often completing 
multiple drawings, when only one was assigned. 
Samantha observes detail and successfully 
transfers what she has observed to her drawings, 
especially when using ink. Her artistic strength is 
in developing numerous ink techniques to imply 
texture and shadow, as well as, adding subtle 
amounts of color to enhance her drawing.
 Both Josiah and Samantha have many drawings 
featured in the Mayer Lutheran High School 
Student Art Show. The show may be viewed on 
the Mayer Lutheran Facebook page (scroll to 
December 22) or on Youtube.   —Mrs. Heidi Gesch

WOODS I
Tristin May designed and constructed a fishing 
pole rack. What made it more difficult is that he 
free-handed the lake trout graphics for the project 
using a band and jig saw. He used a wood burning 
technique to enhance the graphic. The finished 
project was very nice.   —Mr. Dean Aurich

Isaac Schmutzer constructed a rustic pine 
bookshelf which was nicely constructed. But what 
made Isaac one of the Students of the Semester 
was his willingness to help other students as they 
worked to complete their projects. 
—Mr. Dean Aurich

(Student Awards continued from previous page)

The days are getting longer! Yeah!
   Course selections for next year are well under way. Once the 
Master Schedule is finished the student schedules will be ready. 
After current freshmen, sophomores, and juniors have chosen 
their courses and have been added into our system, I will be 
emailing all parents regarding those choices. My goal is to make 
sure they are all on track with the necessary courses needed for 
graduation and college preparation.
   The PSAT scores were sent to the junior parents before 
Christmas. Please let me know if you did not receive your 

student’s copy. This helps each student understand where they stand academically, 
and for possibly taking college entrance exams for their future ambitions.
 PSEO (Post-Secondary Education Option) classes are open for registration beginning 
mid-April. I will meet with Juniors and Sophomores regarding PSEO choices for 2021-
22. This process involves the student taking personal action on their end to register 
for classes themselves. Please check with your child to make sure he/she has gone 
through the process and is working independently towards their PSEO choices. 
 AP exams (United States History, English Language and Composition, Physics, 
Calculus, and Computer Science) will be held the weeks of May 3rd and 14th. Each 
exam lasts approximately 3 hours in length. That’s a huge chunk of time for students 
to be focusing on one test! Encourage your child to get the proper rest and nutrition 
the day before each exam.
 The ACT will be given on the Mayer Lutheran campus June 12. Registration 
deadline is May 7. Go to actstudent.org to register your junior or senior.
 As the year winds down, please contact me if you have a graduating senior that 
might still have post-secondary questions or concerns, or if your child is returning 
to MLHS and you have questions about academics, class schedule, testing or other 
concerns.

By Debra Kelzer, Guidance Counselor  |  debra.kelzer@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x101

Counselor’s Corner

JOB OPENINGS:

Mayer Lutheran High School is seeking candidates for the 
following positions: 

• Administrative Assistant/Office Manager (Full-time)
• Director of Alumni Engagement (Part-time) 
• Evening Custodian

All are hourly positions. Interested applicants should email a cover letter 
and resumé to Executive Director, Joel Landskroener at joel.landskroener@
mayerlutheran.org. You can find more 
information on the school’s website at 
mayerlutheran.org. Mayer Lutheran High School 
is committed to providing a work environment 
that is free from discrimination and therefore 
prohibits discrimination in employment against 
any employee or job applicant because of that 
person’s race, color, sex, national origin, disability, 
age, or any other legally protected status.
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What a year this has been! As we continue to 
navigate through this crazy year, we have 

been able to find a bit of normalcy through 
school activities such as SnoFest. After a 
successful Homecoming week, we decided 
to carry over much of what we did, as well 
as add some new events and activities for 
student participation. 
 To bring the school together, the Crusader 
Council created dress up days for each of the 
days in SnoFest week, including: Night in vs. 
Night Out, Boys (Black) vs. Girls (Grey), Neon vs. 
Denim, Winter vs. Summer, and as always, we ended the 
week with Crusader Day on Friday. Dress up days were a fun 
and easy way to bring the school together in spirit and pride, 
not just as a whole school, but for each class individually as they 
competed against other classes for participation points. 
 On Monday, we held a modified Coronation in the fieldhouse 
in front of the student body; the emcees, Adler Jopp, Josh 
Masters, and Jacksen Heil did a great job conducting the 
ceremony. The class representatives on the court included 
Freshmen Gracie Gabbert and Ben Bonk, Sophomores Shelby 
Buhr and Michael Corey, Juniors Olivia Shimanski and Joe Ims, 
and Seniors Grace Litzau, Lydia Parrish, Katie Feltman, Rachel 
Kelzer, Sydney Lehrke, Andrew Guetzkow, Cole Stuedeman, 
Sam Olson, Lucas Rausenberger, and Seth Koehnen. At the end 
of the ceremony, Sydney Lehrke and Lucas Rausenberger were 
crowned SnoFest king and queen. In addition to coronation, 
the Crusader Council sponsored minute-to-win-it games after 
chapel. These games included a representative from each class 
and a staff member. To conclude the week, we hosted a school 
wide dodgeball tournament. Each class had 20 spots per team 
and the Juniors ended up winning the tournament. It was a fun 
way to end the SnoFest week.

SnoFest 2021 Senior Court, pictured L to R: Rachel Kelzer, Grace Litzau, Lydia Parrish, Katie Feltmann, Queen 
Sydney Lehrke, King Lucas Rausenberger, Sam Olson, Andrew Guetzkow, Seth Koehnen, Cole Stuedeman

ACTIVITIES DEPARTMENT NEWS
By MLHS Student Executive Council MLHS SnoFest 2021!

SnoFest representatives L to R: Juniors–Joe Ims, Olivia Shimanski; 
Sophomores–Michael Corey, Shelby Buhr; Freshmen–Ben Bonk, 
Gracie Gabbert  

Below left, L to R: SnoFest 
Emcees–Jacksen Heil, Adler 
Jopp, Josh Masters (deer)
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To order your personalized brick(s), please go to mayerlutheran.org (click on About, Brick Fundraiser). 
Choose your brick size and fill in each line of your inscription as directed.* Single brick order per form. 

 * Mayer Lutheran High School reserves the right to approve all content intended for a paver.

  SMITH FAMILY

SMITH FAMILY
  3 GENERATIONS 

  3 GENERATIONS 
        1965–2021

        1965–2021

Alumni News
By Susan Parrish, Alumni Director  |  susan.parrish@mayerlutheran.org  |  612-749-4578

Our thoughts and prayers go to the family of Roxanne 
Grahn (Class of 1991) who rests in the arms of Jesus now. May 
God surround Chris, Parker (Class of 2020), and Kaley (MLHS 
sophomore), as well as other family members and friends with His 
love during this time.
 A GoFundMe page has been set up to help the Grahn’s with 
the financial impact of Roxi’s illness. https://gofund.me/38d4b1ae

Congratulations to Jack Chmielewski (‘16) and 
Alyson Moseley who exchanged wedding vows 
on January 5 at Zion National Park in Utah. Jack is 
currently a Sergeant in the United States Marine 
Corps. He is a scout sniper stationed at Camp 
Lejeune, NC.
 Alyson served four years in the Marine Corps 
and is currently pursuing her masters degree in 
education at the University of North Carolina 
Wilmington. The couple will be making their home 
in Hubert, NC.
Jack will be deployed to the Middle East late 
February. We pray for peace and safety during his 
time away. Thank you for serving, Jack!

Congratulations to Josef Haubrich (‘11) 
and Carolina Herrera who were married on 
December 19, 2020 at Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Waconia. Joe is currently working in IT audit for 
Target Corp. Carolina teaches English in Colombia, 
S.A. They will be residing in Medellin, Colombia 
beginning in April. God bless you on your marriage 
and the adventures He has planned for your lives 
together. 

We Remember:
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2021 – 2022 Mayer Lutheran School Calendar 
 
 

 

23:  New Student Orientation 
25:  First Day of School 
 
 

AUGUST ‘21 
S M T W Th F S 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30 31    

 

 SEPTEMBER ‘21 
S M T W Th F S 
   1 2 3 4 
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29 30   

 

3: Labor Day Friday - No School 
6: Labor Day - No School  
22:  Parent/Teacher Conferences  
22: Q1 Midterms 
 

     

20: End Q1  
21 & 22 – MEA – No School 
25 -2nd Qtr. Start 
 
 

OCTOBER ‘21 
S M T W Th F S 
     1 2 
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
31       

 

 NOVEMBER ‘21 
S M T W Th F S 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30     

 

17: Q2 Midterm 
24,25,26: Thanksgiving Break – No 
School 
 
 

    

17: End Q2 
20: Final Exams 
21: Final Exams 
22: Final Exams/End Sem 2 
23-31 – Christmas Break No School / 
           Mission Trip 
 

DECEMBER ‘21 
S M T W Th F S 
   1 2 3 4 
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29 30 31  

 

 JANUARY ‘22 
S M T W Th F S 
      1 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
30 31      

 

1-2 Christmas Break - No School 
3-6: J-Term / Mission Trip 
7: No School 
10: Start Q3 
17: MLK – No School 

     

 9: Parent/Teacher Conferences 
21: Presidents Day – No School 

FEBRUARY ‘22 
S M T W Th F S 
  1 2 3 4 5 
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28      

 

 MARCH ‘22 
S M T W Th F S 
  1 2 3 4 5 
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30 31   

 

10: End Q3 
11: Faculty In-service – No School 
14: Start Q4 
28-31 – Spring Break  
 
 

     

1: Spring Break 
15: Good Friday – No School 
18: Easter Monday – No School  

APRIL ‘22 
S M T W Th F S 
     1 2 
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

 

 MAY ‘22 
S M T W Th F S 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30 31     

 

6: Elementary School Field Day/PROM – 
No School 
24 : End Q4 
25: Final Exams 
26: Final Exams 
27: Final Exams 
29: Graduation 
30: Memorial Day 
 

 
 
 

    

 

JUNE ‘22 
S M T W Th F S 
   1 2 3 4 
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29 30   

 

 Key 
 No School 

 J-Term 

 Parent-Teacher Conf. 

 1st day of Quarter 

 Last day of Quarter 
 

Days 
Quarter 1 -39 
Quarter 2 – 37 
Finals - 3 
Jterm   - 4        
Quarter 3 - 42 
Quarter 4  - 44 
Finals - 3 
                
Total 172 
 

Update: 2/22/2021 
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T H E  L A S T  W O R D
By Kevin Wilaby, Principal  |  kevin.wilabymayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1008

Mayer Lutheran is accredited by Cognia and National Lutheran 
Schools Accreditation (NLSA). Cognia is a global organization 
that provides a school improvement process to help schools 
evaluate themselves in order to increase student learning. 
Cognia’s process is used by schools from early learning centers 
to universities. NLSA is part of the Lutheran Church Missouri 
Synod schools and it is a self-study process that uses essential 
indicators to ensure school quality and that a Christ-centered 
focus exists. Both Cognia and NLSA are nationally recognized 
accreditation organizations.
 From February 10-12, Mayer Lutheran hosted a Cognia/NLSA 
visitation team. They met with focus groups of students, faculty/
staff, administration, Board of Directors, and parents asking 
them a broad range of questions about the educational ministry 
of Mayer Lutheran. They spent a significant amount of time 
observing students and teachers in the context of the teaching 
and learning process. The classroom observations focused on
Student/teacher interactions and characteristics of a student-
centered learning environment which include:
 • Well managed classrooms.
 • High expectations.
 • Support for students.
 • Active learning.
 • Beneficial feedback for students.
 • Technology used to benefit student learning.
 The visiting team generates a final report that will highlight 
what is going well and what can be worked on in the future 
in order to continue the on-going improvement process. The 
accreditation team shared that they would be challenging 
us to better use the data we collect to inform decisions so 
that student learning is positively impacted and the overall 
ministry of Mayer Lutheran continues on a course of on-going 
improvement.  
The team shared at the exit meeting key findings from their visit 

which include that Mayer Lutheran’s:
• Mission is embedded in the school 
 community.
• Students receive a high level of support 
from the faculty.
• Students are actively engaged in learning activities throughout 
 the school day.
• Environment is well-managed and the school has a positive 
 culture.
• Digital learning environment is integrated into the 
 curriculum.
• Response to COVID in order to keep students learning was 
 successful and appreciated by the community, especially 
 parents and students.
• Communication is consistent and keeps the community 
 informed about what is going on.
• Strategic Plan is clearly focused on school improvement.
• Facility upgrades have enhanced our campus and outreach to 
 the community.
• Classroom observations scored significantly above the 
 national average.
 The accreditation team was very complimentary of the 
educational ministry at Mayer Lutheran. Our accreditation will 
continue with both Cognia and NLSA. 
 Mayer Lutheran is a blessed school. We have a highly 
qualified and capable faculty. We have terrific students. Our 
students received numerous compliments during the visit.
 Mayer Lutheran has the privilege of sharing Christ with our 
school community everyday—preparing Christian leaders by 
God’s grace, through the power of the Holy Spirit, one day at a 
time. Now the work of preparing for the next accreditation visit 
begins—most likely in the spring of 2026. May God continue 
to guide and direct His ministry at Mayer Lutheran. Your prayers 
are always appreciated.

Accreditation–Mayer Lutheran Shines

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
BY ISAAC WATTS 

When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of glory died,

My richest gain I count but loss,
And pour contempt on all my pride.

See from His head, His hands, His feet,
Sorrow and love flow mingled down!
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small;

Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all.
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Mayer Lutheran High School admits students of any race, color, national, and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the school. It does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin in administration of its educational policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and other school-administered programs.


