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True Grit

Joel Landskroener, MLHS Executive Director  |  joel.landskroener@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1007

MLHS Open House for prospective 
families: October 26 and November 9, 
6:30-8:00 PM

MLHS HOMECOMING! Join us for 
week-long events.

Dear Friends of Mayer Lutheran High School,

Autumn greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!
 When Mayer Lutheran High School was founded in 1959, two years before 
the first classes were held, the consultant hired by the founders discouraged 
them from starting a high school in a rural area. (If you think we are rural 
now, you should have seen the campus sixty years ago!) Simply put, the 
demographics were against us. There would not be enough students to fill the school and 
make it viable, according to the expert.
 I believe this “expert advice” has driven the thoughts and actions of our ministry throughout 
its history. Never tell Carver County German Lutherans that they should not do something 
they have set their hearts on doing! With tremendous grit, our founders took that consultant’s 
advice as a challenge and set out to prove him wrong. Although his experience and research 
may have supported his conclusion, he just didn’t anticipate the crowd with whom he was 
sharing it! Indeed, starting a high school in our sparsely-settled area probably seemed like a 
huge risk. And it was!
 When we were founded, Mayer Lutheran was largely a place for kids from the many 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod churches in our region. Today, only around half our students 
are members of an LCMS congregation. A growing number of Christians of all church 
backgrounds recognize the beauty of a place that unapologetically holds Christ at the center of 
all that we do as we seek to prepare leaders for Him. What a blessing for families in our region 
to know that, no matter what church one attends, all kids have a home at Mayer Lutheran. In 
fact, we eagerly and joyfully welcome those scholars who do not have a church as part of their 
life. What a blessing indeed!
 Students from the community are growing in numbers at Mayer Lutheran due in part to a 
remarkable opportunity presented by dear friends of the school in the form of the Timothy 
Scholarship. As a form of outreach to the community, this scholarship makes a Mayer Lutheran 
education less expensive for the community at large and provides a vivid example of the efforts 
we take to make our school a place that welcomes all kids. The donors who have created this 
wonderful tool for our families invite you to join them. Until the end of the year, if we can 
raise $40,000 to fund the Timothy Scholarship, our friends will match it dollar for 
dollar. I welcome you to join us in this challenge. Make a gift of any size and note that 
it is intended for the Timothy Scholarship. In addition to checks and other monetary 
donations, gifts can also be given online at www.MayerLutheran.org.
 The Timothy Scholarship is one of many ways that our community has demonstrated the 
grit necessary to make our school on the edge of the prairie a success. Tremendous volunteers 
provide countless hours of service for our students in a hundred ways. Churches of the 
Lutheran High School in Mayer Association sacrificially support more than ten percent of our 
budget. Most importantly, friends near and far regularly lift up our ministry in prayer. In fact, 
any success we have experienced in the past and will enjoy in the future is only made possible 
by our Lord Jesus who demonstrated quite a bit of grit Himself when He came to live among us 
as a true man and suffered and died for each of us on the cross. Our founders boldly confessed 
in word and deed the truth that God shows his love for us in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:8). Truer grit has never been seen!

In Christ,

Joel P. Landskroener
Executive Director

   OPEN 
HOUSE
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MLHS MISSION TEAM
WINDOW WASHING!
Just to alert any of you who may be allergic 
to washing windows (joke)...the Mayer Lutheran 
Mission Trip Team is, once again, offering our 
window washing services. We’re not professionals, 
but we work with a smile and will clean those 
windows if you will make a donation to our 
mission trip cause. In 15+ years of serving in 
Mexico, we’ve built 53 small houses for some 
families in desperate need. If you’d like to help 
support our efforts, we’d love to come wash your 
windows. Contact Dave Lane at 952-657-2251 
x1209, or david.lane@mayerlutheran.org.

The Mayer Lutheran Phase Three Feasibility 
Committee is researching the possibility
of implementing the next phase of campus 
improvements—updated athletic fields, 
track, and outdoor facilities. Three public 
forums were held, with an additional forum 
held with school staff. The ideas, comments, 
and concerns gathered at these forums 
are being organized and analyzed by our 
partners at Lutheran Church Extension Fund 
in St. Louis. Very soon, a digital survey will be 
made available to all of our supporters and 
stakeholders to allow them the opportunity 
to provide their input. The data gathered will 
help us determine not only what the Mayer 
Lutheran family thinks about our plans, but 
also their willingness and ability to support 
the funding of this exciting project. We ask 
that you complete the survey when you 
receive notice of it via email or by going to 
the school’s website, mayerlutheran.org, 
beginning in late September. The Board 
of Directors will receive a final report in 
December, and as we enter the new year, 
plans will be developed to begin raising 
support to carry out whatever our community 
feels is possible. Stay tuned for additional 
information in the months to follow. If 
you have questions, please contact 
Executive Director, Joel Landskroener at 
joel.landskroener@ mayerlutheran.org or by 
calling 952-657-2251 x1007.

Campus 
Improvement 
Plan Forums
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4 INSPIRING ACADEMICS  4 CAMPUS TOURS & SHADOW DAYS   
4 CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 4 FINANCIAL & TRANSPORTATION SOLUTIONS 

OPEN HOUSE

PRESENTATION  •  Q & A  •  CAMPUS TOUR 

mayer lutheran HIGH SCHOOL

OCTOBER 26 & NOVEMBER 9
6:30–8 PM • MLHS Campus

TWO OPTIONS! 2021
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A D M I S S I O N S  D E P A R T M E N T  N E W S
By Eric Turner, Director of Enrollment  |  eric.turner@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1011, 612-250-1131 (c)

G reetings from Mayer Lutheran 
High School! Our academic 
year began on August 25 as 

we welcomed 57 new faces and 132 
returning students to our campus, for 
a total of 189 Crusaders! Our new 
additions include forty-eight freshmen, six 
transfers and three international students. 
 Now that classes are underway, the 
focus in recruiting shifts to next year as I 
will be working hard to replace the fifty 
seniors set to graduate in May of 2022. 
I’ve said it before and I will say it again... 
I’m looking forward to finally being able 
to interact with the folks at our local 
grade schools, in person, as I promote 
MLHS. In addition to giving campus 
tours and facilitating shadow days, I 
will be hosting visitation days for 7th 
and 8th graders, traveling to the grade 
schools to speak with kids and distribute 
promotional items, and participating 
in fun, interactive activities during our 
Homecoming week and additional 
events. I will also continue holding Open 
Houses, with six scheduled during our 
academic year. 
 The ultimate goal for enrollment is 
“225 by 2025”—a total of 225 students 
by the year 2025. We know we will face 
many challenges as we work diligently 
to achieve this objective. While we value 
and look to continue the relationships we 
have formed with our Lutheran feeder 
schools, we also recognize the necessity 
to look elsewhere for future MLHS 
students. I believe sustainability can come 
from strengthening our connections 
with families who have chosen charter 
and public schools for their K–8 kids 
but aren’t sure where to further their 
children’s education. We must increase 
our presence and influence among the 
large number of families who default 
to public school because they think 
this is their only option. We also need 
to continue working with each of our 
feeder schools as we encourage their 
families to keep investing in the Christian 
education they have provided for their 
kids thus far! 
 More and more, parents who are 
considering a private high school 
education for their sons and daughters 
are concerned about cost and logistics, 

and these are valid considerations. The 
really great news is that MLHS wants 
to work with families like these! We 
want to reach out to the people who 
are not familiar with us, to educate 
them on the benefits of investing in 
an education here versus elsewhere, 
and to work through the economic 
challenges so many families are 
worried about. We take our mission 
of “Preparing The Next Generation of 
Christian Leaders” seriously and we 
believe the opportunities we can offer 
apply to a broad spectrum of families 
and future students. This includes 
those who are building on a legacy of 
multiple generations attending MLHS 
as well as folks who are brand new to a 
Crusader collective they never dreamed 
they would be a part of. MLHS provides 
opportunities...one of the key ideas 
that makes our school great! By God’s 

grace, we give kids 
and their families 
opportunities to be 
a part of something 
special each and 
every year! And we 
are always mindful of the fact that God 
will guide us and give us the kids He 
wants us to have the opportunity to help 
mold into better likenesses of Him. 
 So, please pray for MLHS as often as 
you think of us! Pray for how we function 
from day to day and how we build now 
and into the future. Pray for our students 
and how they can grow in their faith; 
how they can take the opportunities they 
have during their four years here and 
use them to open new doors once they 
move on. Please continue working with 
me as we spread the good news about 
MLHS! Thank you for everything you do 
to support our mission! 

 

LCEF is a nonprofit religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments 
are not FDIC-insured bank deposit accounts. This is not an offer to sell 
investments, nor a solicitation to buy. LCEF will offer and sell its securities 
only in states where authorized. The offer is made solely by LCEF’s Offering 
Circular. Investors should carefully read the Offering Circular, which 
more fully describes associated risks. Lutheran Church Extension Fund-
Missouri Synod (NMLS# 3444). Illinois Residential Mortgage Licensee 
(MB.0006057). Loans are made or arranged pursuant to a California 
Law License (6037619). For more information on LCEF’s lending license 
go to lcef.org/state-disclosures. The National Office is located at: 10733 
Sunset Office Drive, Suite 300, St. Louis, MO 63127-1020. Phone number:  
800-843-5233. Website: lcef.org.

is to ensure you have the financial resources and related solutions  
available to fulfill your call for God’s glory now and in the future.

OUR MISSION
DISCOVER THE POSSIBILITIES. 

CALL 800-843-5233 OR VISIT US AT LCEF.ORG.

KAI LARSON
LCEF District Vice President | Minnesota South

952-223-2163 | Kai.Larson@lcef.org

INVESTMENTS 
LENDING SOLUTIONS
MINISTRY SOLUTIONS 

REAL ESTATE SOLUTIONS
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FRESHMAN 
RETREAT
On August 21st and 22nd, the class of
2025 attended the Freshmen Fall Retreat 
at Camp Omega. After gathering for an 
opening devotion, the students began 
learning each other’s names and engaging 
in icebreaker activities. After lunch, students 
encouraged and supported each other on the 
rock wall and worked on team-building skills 
in the camp pool. 
 The Class of 2025 was divided into eight 
teams, regardless of grade school, gender, 
or sports affiliation, to compete in a series 
of events for the Class of 2025 Olympics. 
Events ranged from swimming relays, to a 
three-legged race to an Otter pop eating 
contest, allowing students to showcase their 
individual strengths and build relationships 
with each other. 
 Throughout the retreat, teachers led 
devotions with the assistance of two 
upperclassmen who helped with facilitating 
the retreat. The devotions focused on what 
being Christian leaders means which includes 
being united by faith as the body of Christ. 
The class of 2025 was reminded to look 
around, show compassion to one another, 
and to consider the legacy and impact they 
wanted to have on the Mayer Lutheran 
community. 

Welcome Class of 2025!

Mayer Lutheran National Honor Society

THANK YOU FOR  
YOUR HELP!
Community: Little Free Libraries

Thank you to the families who donated books 
to encourage reading in our community. The 
National Honor Society students have already 
begun distributing these books to the Little 
Free Libraries in town. 
 Since our community uses the Little Free 
Libraries often, we will always accept more 
books to keep a good supply in order to help 
keep Mayer reading! Fiction and non-fiction 
books for babies, children, teens, and adults 
can be dropped off in the office at MLHS or 
brought to Mrs. Traska’s classroom!
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P	SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3 
 Powder Puff Football–4:00 PM
 Iron Man Volleyball–6:00 PM
 Crusader Council pulled pork sandwiches
 served between games, $5/ person 

P	MONDAY, OCTOBER 4
 Homecoming Coronation–2:45 PM
 Football, B Squad–5:00 PM

P	TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5
 Girls Soccer–5:00 and 7:00 PM

P	THURSDAY, OCTOBER 7
 Volleyball–4:15, 5:30, and 7:00 PM

P	FRIDAY, OCTOBER 8
 Pork Chop Dinner–4:30 to 6:30 PM 
 Football, Varsity–7:00 PM

P	SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9
 Homecoming Dance–8:00-11:00 PM
       in the competition gym
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HOMECOMING 2021 is just around the corner and 
the Mayer Lutheran Crusader Council is busy preparing for it. 
With a Glow in the Dark theme, Crusader Council members 
are working on dress up days and other activities for the student 
body to participate in during Homecoming Week which runs 
October 3-9. 
 Voting for the court already took place and congratulations 
go out to the following students: Freshmen Faith Langworthy 
and Seth Aurich, Sophomores Becs Paulson and Christian Luken, 
Juniors Marsia Green and Jack Baumann, and Seniors Brooke 
Gabbert, Rylee Noerenberg, Emily Trocke, Emma Lade, Elsa 
McCarty, Chris Corrigan, Teigan Martin, Dylan Nelson, Nate 
Pawelk, and Caden Robbins. Coronation for Homecoming 
will take place on Monday, October 4 at 2:45 in the Fine Arts 
Center; the ceremony will be taped and made available on Mayer 
Lutheran’s YouTube channel.
 The traditional Homecoming activities of Powder Puff 
Football and Iron Man Volleyball will take place at 4:00 and 
6:00 PM respectively on Sunday, October 3. A Crusader Council 
dinner of pulled-pork sandwiches will be held between the 
two games for all who are interested in attending for $5.00 per 
person. The week of Homecoming will include home B Squad 
Football–Monday at 5:00 PM, Girls Soccer–Tuesday at 5:00 
and 7:00 PM, Volleyball–Thursday at 4:15, 5:30, and 7:00 PM, 
and Varsity Football–Friday at 7:00 PM. Festivities will conclude 
with a Homecoming Dance–Saturday in the competition gym 
from 8:00–11:00 PM.

A C T I V I T I E S  D E P A R T M E N T  N E W S
By Kris Gustin, Activities Director  |  kris.gustin@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1217

The MLHS Booster 
Club annual Pork 
Chop Dinner will 
once again take place 
before the Crusader 
Homecoming football 
game on FRIDAY, 
OCTOBER 8. 

Watch Crusader football take on New Richland-Hartland-
Ellendale-Geneva (NRHEG) at 7 PM but not before having a 
mouth-watering pork chop dinner, served from 4:30-6:30 PM. 
Tickets are available from any MLHS student or by contacting 
the school office, 952-657-2251. Tickets are $10 in advance, 
$12 at the door. Children 12 and under $6. Take out is 
available. See you there! 

Friday, October 8
4:30–6:30 PM

MLHS Booster Club 
                  Pork Chop Dinner

HOMECOMING COURT Front row (L/R): Faith Langworthy, Rylee Noerenberg, Emily Trocke, Emma Lade, Elsa McCarty, Marsia Green, Brooke Gabbert. 
Back row (L/R): Christian Luken, Seth Aurich, Jack Baumann, Dylan Nelson, Caden Robbins, Teigan Martin, Chris Corrigan, and Nate Pawelk. Not pictured: Becca Paulson.
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Happy Fall! It’s hard to believe that the season of fall is here! 
Hopefully your child is off to a great start for this school year and 
looking forward to many blessings that will come his or her way! 
 Many of the college representatives and military personal 
have begun the process of visiting our school and meeting with 
interested students. Please encourage your child to meet with 
these reps, (mainly juniors and seniors) especially if they have a 
strong interest in any particular school or branch of military. 
It’s always worthwhile finding out more information to help 
them in their decision process. If I can assist in any way, please 
let me know.
 Senior meetings will begin soon to discuss their future 
plans for college. I encourage seniors to look for scholarship 
information through many sources as we talk about any other 
detail and/or question they may have for their next step. I have 
begun the process of sending out transcripts and ACT scores to 
colleges for our seniors, so please don’t hesitate to ask for this 
to be done if you are at that point in pursuing a college. 
 What about ACT (or SAT)? Important information regarding 
these tests…please read carefully. Colleges and universities 
admissions policies and procedures are not the same and when 
it comes to college entrance exams like ACT or SAT, there are 
significant differences between institutions. Though some 
colleges and universities are not requiring ACT and SAT tests for 
admission, that doesn’t mean that these colleges are not using 
the scores from these tests anymore. Scores from these tests 
may be used to determine if a student can take a specific course. 
Other colleges and universities may still be using these test scores 
as part of the process to award academic scholarships. The 
bottom line is when applying to any college, ask an admissions 
counselor about how their institution is using the ACT or SAT 
scores. It may not be needed to be accepted, but it may be 
needed to be eligible for opportunities and even scholarships. 
 If your student would like to take a PSEO course the 2nd 

semester of this school year, the process 
begins in October. They will need to 
work with me about what they need to 
do for applying, registering and ordering 
books. Students that have displayed an 
independent work ethic, are responsible with assignments and 
homework submission, and carry a 3.0 or higher will certainly do 
well with these types of courses. Contact me with any questions 
that you might have regarding whether or not your junior or 
senior would be a great fit for PSEO. 
 On September 20, MLHS hosted a “College Night/Financial Aid 
Night” for juniors, seniors and their parents. If you were unable 
to attend, please let me know as I can send out any pertinent 
information that was handed out that evening. Please note that 
you can begin the process of filling out the FAFSA now! 
 Continue to look for weekly scholarship opportunities 
on Moodle, The Blast, Tidbits for Teens, Email Extra, and 
mayerlutheran.org. My goal is to keep you up-to-date and 
informed about anything that will apply to your teen.
 My hope is that this school year will be a great experience 
for your child. If your child is struggling with anything, such as 
stress from academics, social, or family-related issues, please 
don’t hesitate to let me know. My door is always open, no 
matter the circumstance. 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
• Wednesday, October 13: PSAT for Juniors, Pre-ACT given to both 
freshmen and sophomores. Senior Service Day.
• Saturday, October 23: MLHS will host the ACT on campus. 
Registration deadline is October 1 (with added fee). Register at 
actstudent.org. Make sure to look for all the deadlines. 
• Friday, January 14: ASVAB test. This is an optional military test for 
sophomores, juniors and seniors. Contact me if your child is interested in 
taking this test. More details to come.

By Debra Kelzer, Guidance Counselor  |  debra.kelzer@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1012

Counselor’s Corner

MLHS JOB OPENINGS:
Mayer Lutheran High School is seeking candidates for the following positions:

• Subsitute Teachers
Mayer Lutheran is looking for substitute teachers. A teaching degree is not required, but is beneficial. For more information or to 
get an application, please contact Kevin Wilaby, Principal, kevin.wilaby@mayerlutheran.org or call 952-657-2251 x1008.

• Guidance Counselor
Mayer Lutheran is searching for a Guidance Counselor. Individuals who may have interest in the 
position can go to the Watertown/Mayer School District site to submit their application. In the 
meantime, Mr. Wilaby is filling this role. We are also blessed to have Mrs. Kelzer resume some of her 
duties as counselor in the interim. If you need assistance with college applications, transcripts, college 
related testing, or other student situations, please reach out to Mr. Wilaby.

Mayer Lutheran High School is committed to providing a work environment that is free from discrimination and 
therefore prohibits discrimination in employment against any employee or job applicant because of that person’s 
race, color, sex, national origin, disability, age, or any other legally protected status.
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Knights Basketball teams have 
formed and they will be on the courts 
very soon. We are looking forward to 
a great, competitive season!

Junior Knights Volleyball is 
practicing here on Wednesdays, and 
we are blessed to have 20+ little 
athletes participating. Come and join 
us to cheer on the MLHS Varsity 

Volleyball team on October 7, and also watch these 
little athletes show what they have learned!

Is your child interested in Opening Knights Theatre 
(5th–8th grade)? Would they like to play Junior 
Knights Basketball (1st and 2nd grade) or Junior 
Knights Baseball (1st–3rd grade) or Knights Travel 
Baseball (10U, 11U, 12U, 13U, 14U)? If so, these 
Knights Activities are up online. Go to the Mayer 
Lutheran High School website, mayerlutheran.org and then to the 
Knights page to register and save your spot! Call the Knights Coordinator, Barb Christopherson at 
763-257-7447 if you have any questions, or email her at barb.christopherson@mayerlutheran.org. Hope to see 
you here at Mayer Lutheran High School!

Youth Outreach Program of Mayer Lutheran High School

Mayer Knights programs are offered to youth to 
develop and advance their interest and skills in 
various activities ranging from sports to the arts. 
We strive to provide a Christ-centered environment 
where young people learn, compete, and grow 
with a level of character, intensity, enthusiasm, and 
sportsmanship consistent with our Christian faith.

F O O T B A L L   /   B A S K E T B A L L   /   V O L L E Y B A L L   /   B A S E B A L L   /   M U S I C   /   T H E A T R E

306 SEVENTH STREET NE  |  MAYER, MN 55360

2021–22

Activities Guide

Calling All Prayer Champions
“It is a good thing to let prayer be the first business of the morning and the last at 
night. Guard yourself carefully against those false, deluding ideas which tell you, 
“Wait a little while, I will pray in an hour; first I must attend to this or that.” Such 
thoughts get you away from prayer into other affairs which so hold your attention 
and involve you that nothing comes of prayer for that day.” —Martin Luther

Prayer is all around us, easy to do and takes less time than waiting 
in line during the TP shortage! You can become a Prayer Champion 
while you exercise, you can sing your prayers while going through 
the carwash or while fishing on your boat. Please find it in your 
day to become a Prayer Champion. 
 If you are interested or you would like more information, please 
contact Stacy Herout at 952-657-2251 x1001 or stacy.herout@
mayerlutheran.org to be added to the Prayer Champion email. 
Prayer Guides will be distributed on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of 
each month. If you or someone you know are in need of prayer, 
please send your request to Stacy Herout at 952-657-2251 x1001 or 
stacy.herout@mayerlutheran.org.
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Twenty-Fourth Crusader 
Classic a Huge Success
Our annual golf outing to raise money for our 
technology program was another huge success. 
Forty teams signed up to play the September 11 
event at Island View Golf Club in Waconia, raising 
nearly $30,000 for our technology program. The 
weather was glorious and the field was the most 
talented ever. The winning team of Marc Dawson, 
Matt Dawson, Ben Smothers, and Luke Henning 
shot a respectable 26-under to win the event by 
one stroke. 
We are grateful for our awesome golf committee 

chaired by Craig Anderson with help from Stacy Herout, Fred Pawelk, Stu Glock, Rick 
Guetzkow, Jeff Schmidt, Matt McClintock, Dr. Chad Robbins, and Mike Heil along with 
our gracious hosts at Island View Golf Club and the many volunteers and players who 
made this another terrific celebration of the ministry of preparing Christian leaders 
at Mayer Lutheran High School. Save the date for next year when we play Saturday, 
September 10, the twenty-fifth edition of this prestigious tournament!

A Special 
THANK YOU

to Crusader Classic 
Golf Sponsors!

SIGNATURE SPONSOR
Tim Hughes

DIAMOND
Big Green Egg

Dawson & Associates LLC
Jerry’s Transmission Services

North Central Emergency Vehicles

PLATINUM
Blake Hahn Financial Group
Butcher Real Estate Team–

Edina Realty
Concordia University–St. Paul (CSP)

Kloos Electric 
Lester Prairie Clinic 

Lutheran Church Extension Fund
Mayer Lumber Company
Mayer Lutheran Boosters

Westwood Professional Services 
Wolf Real Estate Group–Edina Realty

SILVER
Bethany College

Honeybear Brands Marketing
Johnson Funeral Home

Leininger CPA, LTD
Maetzold Homes

Martin & Haller LTD
Melchert Hubert Sjodin

Ridgeview Sports Medicine
Waconia Ford

THANK YOU, PRIZE DONORS!
Big Green Egg, Casey’s, 

Dan Callahan, Deer Run, 

High Voltage Volleyball Club,  

Island View Golf Club, Kwik Trip, 

Martin & Haller, Schmidt Family, 

Shadow Brooke Golf Course, 

Pete & Amie Studer, 

Total Wine, Vandy’s GrillThank you for supporting the MLHS Technology Program!

Team sponsored by Kevin Butcher Realty Company (L/R): MLHS teaching staff Luke Alliger, Keith Traska, Josh Pingel, 
and MLHS Board member Mike Corey

MLHS golfers know how to have fun! Photo (L/R): Katie Henning, Rod Maetzold, Jill Dawson, Andy Maetzold, 
Jill Hahn, Jon Maetzold, Ami Studer, Adam Maetzold
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T H E  L A S T  W O R D
By Kevin Wilaby, Principal  |  kevin.wilaby@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1008

Chasing The Prize
During the summer of 2021, nations from around the world 
sent their top athletes to the Olympics. These athletes dedicated 
their lives to pursuing a place on the Olympic podium. Their 
dream? Having a gold medal draped around their neck which 
would signify that they had achieved their goal and the title of 
best in the world in the event in which they had participated. 
 Only one athlete or team can claim the gold and only three 
make it onto the podium. Are the sacrifice, the training, the 
injuries, the recovery programs, and the pain of competition 
worth it if you don’t make it to the podium? Why endure all 
of this for a few moments of competition, especially when the 
athlete knows the odds of making it to the podium are small, 
let alone the odds of winning the gold?
 Many of these athletes are fueled by their passion to improve 
and compete. They will put the work in because they know 
that it is necessary if they want to chase gold. In these athletes 
we learn about dedication that goes beyond what the average 
person would choose to do. Early morning training sessions 
that go on day after day and week after week and month after 
month and year after year. Pushing their bodies to the brink 
of physical and mental exhaustion and having to deal with the 
voice in their head that tells them they can’t do it and that they 
are not good enough. These elite athletes humble themselves 
to listen to their coach and follow their training program, even 
though at times they may feel they know better. Through this 
process they develop many positive characteristics that become 
part of who they are—perseverance, resilience, and confidence, 
to name a few.
 Parents want their children to possess these characteristics. 
Teachers want their students and coaches want their athletes to 
demonstrate these characteristics. Too often, adversity or failure 
occurs and a significant struggle then ensues for students. This 
struggle is about getting back up after something does not 
go the way that was desired. No one wants to fail, but failure 
is inevitable. Failure should be understood as an opportunity 
for growth, to honestly answer the question “Why did this 

happen?” and to formulate strategies 
that lead to improvement and success in 
the future. This is what should happen 
in response to life’s setbacks. It needs to 
be part of building the desired positive 
characteristics in students and in your children.  
 If someone believes that they are not allowed to fail because 
of the high and sometimes unrealistic expectations that are 
placed on them, will they be able to handle the disappointment 
of a game they lost or a test they failed? Anxiety, depression, 
and feelings of disappointment can overwhelm our children 
or any one of us. As adults, we too struggle to measuring up 
to standards someone else sets for us or that we have set for 
ourselves. We may find that we feel anxious, disappointed, and 
depressed. What can we do to help students, our children, and 
ourselves? 
 Perhaps the place to start is to work at removing the paralyzing 
stigma associated with failure. Can we view failure as an 
opportunity to grow? Can we reduce the pressure associated 
with the achievement of medals, earning straight A’s, acceptance 
to prestigious colleges, and the over-the-top demands of the 
workplace? Can we replace these expectations with new ones 
such as hard work, dedication, responsibility, and resilience? Can 
we emphasize the value found in caring for others and develop 
eyes that see through the lens of compassion? 
 This seems to be what God did for us. He removed the 
requirements of the law, which we could never keep, by 
sending Jesus to fulfill the requirements perfectly. He provided 
forgiveness for our failures (sin) through the blood of His Son 
and then remembers our sins no more. Through Jesus, God 
showed what perfect love is, as Jesus gave His very life on the 
cross. This is the greatest example of putting others before self. 
And God doesn’t chastise us for our failures, of which there 
are many, but He loves us and continues to forgive us for Jesus’ 
sake. Jesus never gave into the worldly attraction to gain fame, 
power, and popularity. Nor should we or our children.

Tim Bode named MLHS Director of 
Communications/Alumni Engagement
MLHS is pleased to announce the addition of Tim Bode to our staff as our Director of 
Communications and Alumni Engagement. Tim is a 1976 graduate of Mayer Lutheran 
High School, and has worked in marketing and communications for more than 30 years.
 You may have seen Tim’s name before, since he’s been the director of the MLHS One 
Act Play for the past five years, and has also directed summer theatre productions for 
Mayer CAST. He has also managed social media for the school, and served on the MLHS 
marketing committee.
 Tim’s wife, Joan (Soeffker), is also a member of the MLHS class of ’76, and their three 
boys, Reid, Noel and Lane are all Mayer Lutheran graduates. Tim and Joan live in Waconia, 
and are members of St. John’s Lutheran Church in Chaska, MN.
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SAVE THE DATE!
Celebrate His Harvest  •  Friday, December 10, 2021

This in-person, reimagined gathering is an event you won’t want to miss! 
Stay tuned for more details.

DINNER AND CONCERT
D E C E M B E R  1 0 ,  2 0 2 1


