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Go Crusaders!
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MLHS Open House for prospective 
families is November 9, 6:30-8:00 PM

Congratulations to Homecoming King 
Teigan Martin, Queen Emily Trocke!

MLHS Fall Musical, Disney’s The Little 
Mermaid, November 19–21!

Dear Friends of Mayer Lutheran High School,

Greetings to you from a school that is marked with the cross of Jesus!
 In the turmoil that marks our present day, many ordinary words and 
images are being challenged as inappropriate, intolerant, or worse, 
hateful. Nowhere has this been more evident than in the rush to 
change the names of college and professional teams’ mascots. Recently, 
Valparaiso University, a Lutheran school in northern Indiana, dropped 
its long-held mascot—the Crusader. Apparently, the ties to the horrors of the Crusades were 
just too much for their community to bear. The forces against the mascot were zealous and, 
ultimately successful in their crusade to end it.
 Mayer Lutheran High School is not exempt from these forces. We are Crusader Nation, 
after all! 
 If you look up the definition of “Crusader” you’ll find two general entries. Depending on 
the dictionary, the first definition would refer to those European Christian warriors who fought 
Muslims in the Holy Land from 1095-1291. No matter which of the five general Crusades you 
study, they were gruesome and violent on both sides. Certainly, a black mark in Church history. 
 The second definition is the one that drives our school mascot: a person who works hard or 
campaigns forcefully for a cause. (https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/crusader) What is the 
cause that Crusader Nation so forcefully works hard for? Ask any student on our campus and 
they can tell you. “We prepare the next generation of Christian leaders!” We work hard to 
prepare Christian leaders. We have a zeal to do so. And, we have no intention of changing our 
mascot while doing it.
 According to lexico.com, the name “crusader” come the French croisade and the Spanish 
cruzado, literally the state of being marked with a cross. What is a Mayer Lutheran High 
School Crusader? One who zealously lives as marked by the cross of Jesus. That is why 
we are the Crusaders. That is why our founders chose the name 60 years ago. Go Crusaders!
 In a world that seems to have lost its senses, we preach the cross of Christ without 
reservation. Mayer Lutheran Crusaders affirm Paul when he writes: For the word of the cross 
is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 
(1 Corinthians 1:18) As ones who zealously live as marked by the cross of Jesus, the power of 
God is on display every day on our campus and throughout the world. No matter what society 
says about the cross and no matter how much it seeks to defame it, misrepresent it, and 
remove it from the public square, our salvation was won on it and our life’s purpose is driven 
by the Gospel of Jesus found there. Marked by the cross of Jesus, we confess with Paul that 
God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:8) 
 For sixty years of ministry at Mayer Lutheran High School, we have been blessed to be 
marked by the cross of Jesus. By God’s grace, this truth will reside here for the next sixty years 
and beyond. The Gospel of Jesus will never leave our school.

Living as one marked by the cross of Jesus,

Joel P. Landskroener
Executive Director

   OPEN 
HOUSE
   OPEN 
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MAYERLUTHERAN.ORG

NOVEMBER 19-21
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The Mayer Lutheran Crusader Council 
exists to provide students with 
opportunities to develop leadership skills 
and then put those leadership skills into 
action. Additionally, the Crusader Council 
works to foster a positive and encouraging 
school community by organizing social 
gatherings for the school body and by 
providing service opportunities. 
 Each week, members of the Crusader 
Council meet to discuss their plan to meet 
these goals. Sometimes these meetings 
include the whole Council at large; 
other times, just the class presidents 
and the Executive Council meet to 
discuss business. However, all Council 
members are encouraged to take part 
in the discussions and present ideas that 
promote a positive school culture. 
 This year, the Executive Council is 
made up of Student Body President 
Abigail Maetzold, Vice President 
Kallea Waldron, and Secretary Lauren 
Rapp. Class Presidents are Senior Class 
President Brynn Martin, Junior Class 
President Allison Rasmussen, Sophomore 
Class President Hailey Winkelman, and 
Freshman Class President Kaleb DeBoer. 
Class representatives are Olivia Turner, 
Brooke Gabbert, Houston Green, Michael 
Corey, Josiah Clark, Chloe Maetzold, Maili 
Buttenhoff, Marsia Green, Youngmin 
Oh, Marcus Johnson, Sarai May, Ellyah 

Wickenhauser, Madelyn Eggers, Ava 
Turner, Ava Butcher, Jessica Hoese, and 
Jenna Karger.
 Some of the activities that the Crusader 
Council helps to plan and execute include 
Homecoming and SnoFest. Homecoming 
2021, themed Glow in the Dark, just 
wrapped up. The Crusader Council helped 
to plan and run PowderPuff Football and 
IronMan Volleyball, Coronation, Minute to 
Win It games, and the Homecoming dance. 
As the Council looks forward to the rest of 
the 2021-22 school year, they will begin 
planning other social events and service 
opportunities that help to create community 

within the school 
body. The Juniors have 
also begun to look 
towards Prom and 
what that event will 
look like. Stay tuned 
for more details.
 The Crusader Council welcomes ideas 
for activities or service opportunities 
from our student body and from the 
community at large. If you have an idea, 
send an email to a council member or to 
Crusader Council advisor Kristen Baker, so 
it can be discussed at a meeting. We look 
forward to hearing from you!

Crusader Council

C R U S A D E R  C O U N C I L  N E W S
By Kristen Baker, Crusader Council Advisor  |  kristen.baker@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1103

Back row L to R: Lauren Rapp, Brynn Martin, Allie Rasmussen, Abbie Maetzold, Kallea Waldron
Front row L to R: Kaleb DeBoer, Hailey Winkelman

New Paraments Commissioned for 
60th Anniversary Year
Mayer Lutheran has commissioned MLHS 
alumna and liturgical fabric artist Joan Bode 
(’76) to create a set of paraments for the 
new altar which was built last year for use 
in chapel and other worship services at the 
school.
 The set of five altar paraments are designed around the “I 
Am” statements of Christ found in scripture. The green and red 
paraments have been completed, and the remaining three—blue, 
white and purple—will be completed as those colors are used 
within the liturgical calendar of the church.
 Joan explains her design for the green parament with these 
words: “The green parament features the seven ‘I AM’ statements 
found in the Gospel of John. Through these seven declarations, 

Jesus gives us word pictures for who He is. Each statement on the 
parament begins with ‘I AM’ and plays out against various shades 
and hues of green. Green is the color signifying growth, so just 
as faith grows, we begin the school year with Jesus appropriately 
inviting us to learn and grow in the WORD, in the name(s) of our 
LORD and Savior who calls Himself ‘I AM WHO I AM.’”
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4 INSPIRING ACADEMICS  4 CAMPUS TOURS & SHADOW DAYS   
4 CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 4 FINANCIAL & TRANSPORTATION SOLUTIONS 

OPEN HOUSE

PRESENTATION  •  Q & A  •  CAMPUS TOUR 

mayer lutheran HIGH SCHOOL

OCTOBER 26 & NOVEMBER 9
6:30–8 PM • MLHS Campus

TWO OPTIONS! 2021
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A D M I S S I O N S  D E P A R T M E N T  N E W S
By Eric Turner, Director of Enrollment  |  eric.turner@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1011, 612-250-1131 (c)

Happy November from MLHS! 
What a difference a year makes! 
I have enjoyed interacting with 

our Crusader family in person and I’m 
looking forward to the outreach events 
I have planned during this 2021-2022 
school year. It was great seeing so many 
folks on campus during our recent 
Homecoming Night and taking part in 
the week-long festivities leading up to 
the big game. Prior to kickoff, I had the 
privilege of hosting a Kids’ Fair for our 
grade school guests where I had some 
good conversations with many of our 
future Crusader families. Much candy 
was distributed and much fun was had 
by our young attendees!
 With the goal of “225 by 2025” in 
mind, I am currently bringing grade 
school students to MLHS individually for 
Shadow Day visits and campus tours. 
And I am now allowed to host groups of 
7th and 8th grade kids during Visitation 
Days, where these students can attend 
chapel, take part in some interactive 
learning, have lunch provided by MLHS, 
and gain a better understanding of 
what it might mean to be a Crusader 
in the future. The goal of these “field 
trips” is to create excitement for MLHS 
among each of our visitors, which will 
in turn lead to them attending one of 
our Fall Open House events with parents 
and siblings. I have shared free athletic 
passes with all of our feeder school 
students and staff members and will 
be distributing our new MLHS t-shirts 
to each of these same students in the 
coming months. I have also been invited 
to represent MLHS at various Conference 
Nights, Trunk-Or-Treats and additional 
events at our feeder schools and will be 
taking advantage of as many of these 
opportunities as possible.
 Thank you for your part in helping me 
showcase MLHS! The conversations you 
have regarding our school are incredibly 
valuable in getting parents to think 
about what they really want for their 
kids after 8th grade. This is certainly true 
among our feeder school families, where 
many parents are worried about what 
will happen if they choose public over 
private, but are also concerned about the 
cost of investing in MLHS. They need to 

know we will do everything we can to 
work with them in providing solutions 
for the challenges they are facing. This 
is what we do for families who choose 
Mayer Lutheran!
 We also have the privilege each day of 
improving our “visibility” among non-
feeder school families by offering our 
message of hope and demonstrating our 
faith as we go about our business. When 
we strive to live out what we believe, 
people will notice. They may even want 
to know more about what motivates 
and inspires us? Now we have the 
opportunity to share Jesus with them! 
We also get to talk more about our faith, 
our families and what’s most important 
to us as we do our best to raise our 
kids. Please embrace any chance you get 
to turn these conversations to MLHS, 

where you can 
share more about 
some of the great 
things we’re doing 
here to prepare that 
“Next Generation of 
Christian Leaders”! 
Thank you for the time and effort you 
put in to help make MLHS such a special 
place, whether it’s through prayer and 
financial support, serving concessions 
or pork chop dinners, volunteering at 
an athletic event or with set building for 
our Fall play, or getting involved with the 
Boosters. MLHS counts on individuals 
stepping forward and volunteering when 
there are needs. Please continue to 
pray for our school as you promote and 
participate in all things MLHS!

Now thank we all our God 
With hearts and hands and voices,

Who wondrous things has done, 
In whom His world rejoices;

Who from our mothers’ arms 
Has blest us on our way

With countless gifts of love 
And still is ours today.

“Now Thank We All Our God”
-LSB 895 st. 1

We at Lutheran Church Extension Fund are thankful  
for our investors and partners in ministry.

KAI LARSON
LCEF District Vice President | Minnesota South

952-223-2163 | Kai.Larson@lcef.org
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M U S I C  D E P A R T M E N T  N E W S S T U D E N T  S E R V I C E S
By Luke Alliger, Band Director  |  luke.alliger@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1205 By Kathy Martin, Student Support Services

kathy.martin@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1404

Lift High the Cross: 
The Love of Christ Proclaim
A new school year is upon us and it’s one that brings 
many new and exciting things. Over the summer the 
music department was blessed to get some upgrades to 
our rehearsal space, including a new floor, ceiling, and 
new furniture that will arrive shortly. A new school year 
also means the return of live music performed by our 
wonderful ensembles.
 Each year, Mayer Lutheran selects a theme verse, and this year’s verse is 
Psalm 71:18, “So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do not forsake me, 
until I proclaim your might to another generation, your power to all those 
to come.” How can we proclaim? Through our music and joyful singing we 
can declare the gifts and the glory of God to all who will hear. “Lift High 
the Cross” was the first hymn that came to our minds as we thought about 
proclaiming the glory that God has given us.
 Join us this year as we proclaim all the great and wonderful things that 
God has done for us and Mayer Lutheran High School by attending one of 
our upcoming concerts. We hope to see you there. 

Christmas Concert: December 13, 2021
Spring Sacred Concert: March 7, 2022
Spring Concert: May 18, 2022

Mayer Lutheran High School Fine Arts Center  |  7 PM

Comprehensible Input in 
MLHS Spanish Classes
In Spanish courses at Mayer Lutheran High School, our 
goal is to acquire Spanish language. “Acquiring” a 
language is very different than “learning” a language. 
Acquiring is something that happens to you instead 
of something that you make happen. The more 
comprehensible language that students hear or read, 
the more likely they are to acquire the language, which is why we spend a lot of 
time reading stories and books, listening to the teacher speak, as well as listening 
to videos and music lyrics. We do spend some time memorizing vocabulary and 
learning grammar, but we spend as much time as possible reading and listening 
to the language, rather than learning about the language.
 Since our Spanish courses are Comprehension-based Spanish course, 
that means we use methods and strategies that are based on the theory of 
linguists and researchers such as Dr. Stephen Krashen and Bill Van Patten. 
We will use TPRS (Teaching Proficiency through Reading and Storytelling; 
developed by Blaine Ray and based on the work of Dr. James Asher) and 
modified MovieTalk (developed by Dr. Ashley Hastings), in addition to many 
other Comprehension-based activities.

S P A N I S H  D E P A R T M E N T  N E W S
By Kay Traska, Spanish Teacher  |  kay.traska@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1109

The Secret Ingredient
for Growth
Growth. This is what 
we all like to see in our 
students. It is amazing to 
witness the metamorphosis 
of the student’s mind 
from freshman year to 
senior year; the growth 
in reasoning and critical 
thinking skills in four short 
years. Academic growth can be fascinating and 
rewarding. But, as a special education teacher, 
it is also rewarding to witness students with 
special needs grow comfortable and confident 
with who God created them to be.  
 This is easier said than done, especially 
from the outside looking in. Because of the 
partnership between Lutheran Special Education 
Ministries (LSEM) and Mayer Lutheran, I am 
allowed the great joy to work alongside students 
diagnosed with ADHD, Anxiety, Autism, Dyslexia 
and other learning disabilities. Daily, my students 
are faced with two options: either to grow 
or to quit, to be resilient or to fold. Initially, 
constant daily support and encouragement is 
needed while students become acclimated to 
the demands of high school and the different 
challenges they encounter every day. We learn 
how to ask questions, admit when we don’t 
understand, learn to ask for help and advocate 
for assistance.
 Before long, the growth begins to become 
more visible; the inner strength begins to 
emerge along with their kindness and humor, 
their focus and drive, along with their resilience 
and perseverance. Above all, they are reminded 
daily that they are loved and cared for by their 
Creator, Jesus, who knows them by name. This 
is the “Miracle Grow,” the secret ingredient, the 
foundation of the education at Mayer Lutheran. 
This secret ingredient provides the amazing 
academic, spiritual and emotional growth we 
see in our students. To help these students grow 
into the person they were designed to be—
what a blessing it is to be a part of that!
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This fall has been a great success 
for co-curriculars at Mayer 
Lutheran High School. We have 
five girls who are swimmers at 
Watertown-Mayer, the most we 
have ever had! We have three 

boys running cross country at Lester Prairie. Our activities at other 
schools are often overlooked, so we have made a concerted 
effort to get information about these activities on our social 
media sites. Keep watching Facebook, Twitter and Instagram for 
updates on these activities, as well as our hosted activities.
 Our girls soccer team won the first playoff game in program 
history when they defeated United Christian Academy 5-1 on 
Tuesday, October 12. It was an exciting win on our home field. 
Senior Brynn Martin scored the first two goals, while Jess Tober 
added two of her own and Kassi Herrmann wrapped up the 
scoring with a goal as well. The girls played extremely well in 
the next round, ultimately falling 2-0 to the number one team 
in state. It was a great season for the girls and Coach Traska.
 Our football team lost its first game of the season at Gibbon 
Fairfax Winthrop 37-32. Since that game, the Crusaders have 
gone 6-0, outscoring opponents 233-48. As they head into 
section play, it appears as if we are on a collision course for a 
rematch with GFW in the section championship game, which 
will be played at New Prague on November 5 at 7:00 PM. Coach 
Aurich and the boys are looking forward to another shot at GFW!

 The volleyball team has held the number 
one ranking in state all season. The only 
blemish on their record was a five-set loss 
to Southwest Christian, who is ranked #1 
in state in Class AA. The Crusaders will 
look to take that ranking and their stellar record into section 
play. The Section championship game will be played at St. 
Peter High School at 6:00 PM on Saturday, November 6. Coach 
Grimsley and the girls will be looking to punch their ticket for 
the state tournament.
 We also have several other co-curricular activities currently 
underway. Our Robotics team is building its robot and preparing 
for its upcoming tournament challenges under the watchful 
eye of advisers Matt McClintock and Ben Schulteis. These 
two also head up our esports program, which allows students 
to compete against students from other schools in weekly 
competitions. Our fall musical will return after a one-year hiatus 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. This year our students will be 
joined by a group of local grade school students as they perform 
Disney’s The Little Mermaid. Shows are November 19 and 20 at 
7:00 PM and November 21 at 2:00 PM.
 It has been a busy fall in the co-curricular program, with much 
success across all of our programs. We are thankful to once 
again have the opportunity to compete with fans in the stands, 
and perform with audience members in the seats. To God all 
praise and glory!

A C T I V I T I E S  D E P A R T M E N T  N E W S
By Kris Gustin, Activities Director  |  kris.gustin@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1217

MLHS Activities

Senior Emma Lade 
reached a milestone of 
2,000 career set assists 
as a MLHS volleyball 
player during a match 
against Southwest 
Christian High School 
on September 28 this 
year. 
Emma is the daughter 
of Bobby and Margaret 
Lade of Howard Lake, 
MN. Congratulations, 
Emma!

Photo L to R: Assistant 
Coach Amanda Panek (‘03), 
Emma Lade, and Head
Coach Joelle Grimsley

Crusader football team 
members volunteered 
at Zion Lutheran in Mayer.

MLHS Volleyball 
Player Reaches 
2,000 Set Assists

SENIOR GIVE BACK DAY
On Wednesday, October 13, while the underclassmen were completing 
standardized tests, the Mayer Lutheran seniors headed out into the community 
to serve. Titled “Senior Give Back Day,” that’s exactly what the class of 2022 
did. Destinations included seven of our area Lutheran grade schools, helping 
with things in the classroom or some project outside. One group cleaned up a 
two-mile section of Highway 25 and a portion of the bike trail. Another group 
did some fall cleanup for two Mt. Olivet group homes in Mayer. Still another 
group traveled to help an elderly couple with some outdoor chores in Chaska. 
Three young ladies helped with some folding and sorting in Waconia at the 
Trending Upward Thrift Shop via the organization Love, Inc. A final group did 

some work right 
here on campus. 
We desire to build 
a culture of service 
among our students 
and staff, and our 
hope and prayer is 
that this activity will 
help move us in that 
direction.
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In September, MLHS hosted a 
“College and Financial Aid Night” 
for juniors/seniors and their parents. 
A representative from College 
Connectors presented an outline 
regarding what all juniors and seniors 
should be doing for their “Success After High School.” 
This meeting helped families understand the FAFSA and all 
other resources for helping pay for college. Please note 
that you can actually begin filling out the FAFSA 
now! It was a great turnout of families interested in 
learning more about their student’s future!
 My one-on-one meetings with seniors have concluded. 
Their credits have been checked to make sure that each 
one is on track for graduation. I also talked with them 
about their plans for next year. Many of them are on target 
with applying for colleges and beginning the search for 
financial assistance. I hope to begin my meetings with 
juniors soon. Please also keep in mind that any student 
taking a PSEO course the 2nd semester of this school year 
will need to sign up during the month of November, and 
will also need to register for their class and order all of 
their books online.
 Continue to look for scholarship opportunities through 
TEAMS, our website, and the Email Extra. I post them 
weekly as they come across my desk.  
 Right before our MEA break, the junior students 
participated in taking the PSAT and both Sophomores and 
Freshmen participated in the PreACT. As soon as the results 
get back to me, I will be sharing them with each student. 
Please encourage your child to share their results with you. 
I will be coming into the freshmen classrooms yet this fall 
to discuss interests and four-year plans with each of them.
 May you feel blessed by the beautiful fall colors that 
God has revealed to us!

By Debra Kelzer, Guidance Counselor
debra.kelzer@mayerlutheran.org
952-657-2251 x1012

Counselor’s CornerThe MLHS drama department 
presents Disney’s The Little 
Mermaid on November 19-21 
in the Mayer Lutheran Fine 
Arts Center. Based on one of 
Hans Christian Andersen’s most 
beloved stories and the classic 
animated film, Disney’s The 
Little Mermaid is a hauntingly 
beautiful love story for the ages. 

With music by eight-time Academy Award winner, Alan Menken, 
lyrics by Howard Ashman and Glenn Slater and a compelling book 
by Doug Wright, this fishy fable will capture your heart with its 
irresistible songs, including “Under the Sea,” “Kiss the Girl” and 
“Part of Your World.” 
 The MLHS production is directed by Alan Holasek (‘09) and 
produced by Wendy Bakken (’85). Performance times are 7 PM on 
November 19 and 20, and 2 PM on Novovember 21. Tickets are 
available at the door.

Meet and greet your favorite characters from Disney’s 
The Little Mermaid! MLHS is hosting a Little Mermaid 
character breakfast on Sat. November 6, 9-11 AM. 
Tickets are $10 for adults, $5 for students/seniors, and 
free for age 3 and under. Purchase tickets from Mayer 
Lutheran High School theatre arts students or Wendy 
Bakken, wendy.bakken@mayerlutheran.org.

Ticket includes breakfast, meet & greet with your favorite characters from the
MLHS production of Disney’s The Little Mermaid, photo ops, door prizes, and more!

Purchase tickets from Mayer Lutheran High School theatre arts students or  
Wendy Bakken, wendy.bakken@mayerlutheran.org.
$10 Adults   |  $5 Students/Seniors  |  Under 3 years-Free!

CHARACTER BREAKFASTCHARACTER BREAKFAST
Saturday, November 6, 2021  •  9–11 AM

Mayer Lutheran High School  |  Fine Arts Lobby  |  306 7th St NE, Mayer

MLHS Fall 
Musical!

Veteran’s Day Program at MLHS

Thursday, November 11, 2021, 10:30 AM

MLHS Fine Arts Center

Speaker: Charles Heldt, E-7 Sargeant retired,  
MLHS Class of 1998 (Operation Iraqi Freedom)

Program also includes Music,  
Veterans Recognition & Prayers

A light lunch for veterans and spouses follows the program
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The 2021/2022 Knights programs are filling the 
gyms and the Fine Arts Center! Watch for our 
Opening Knights to be onstage for the MLHS 
production of “Disney’s The Little Mermaid.” These 
talented actors and actresses are taking part in 
every detail of this production, from costumes and 
makeup to performing on stage. See your favorite 
Opening Knights actor/actress in the production 
on November 19th, 20th and 21st here at Mayer 
Lutheran High School.

 We have eight Knights travel teams as well as 30+ Junior 
Knights practicing basketball in our field house, and participating in tournaments. 
Our Junior Knights Volleyball athletes just finished their season with a scrimmage at the October 8th MLHS 
Varsity Volleyball game, where we cheered our Crusaders on to a win!
 Help us to fill up the band room and REGISTER NOW for Knights of Jazz to begin this month! Go online 
and register your musician for an exciting experience learning and improving their band skills. The Knights of 
Jazz will perform with the MLHS Concert Band in the Christmas Concert on Monday, December 13th.
 Registration is also open for Knights Baseball for the spring, for Junior Knights Basketball in December 
and January, and for Junior Knights Baseball in March and April. These Junior Knights programs are coached 
by MLHS Varsity coaches and team members.
 To register, go online to www.mayerlutheran.org. Call Barb Christopherson, the Knights Coordinator, with 
any questions at 763-257-7447. See you here!

Youth Outreach Program of Mayer Lutheran High School Mayer Knights programs are offered to youth to 
develop and advance their interest and skills in 
various activities ranging from sports to the arts. 
We strive to provide a Christ-centered environment 
where young people learn, compete, and grow 
with a level of character, intensity, enthusiasm, and 
sportsmanship consistent with our Christian faith.

F O O T B A L L   /   B A S K E T B A L L   /   V O L L E Y B A L L   /   B A S E B A L L   /   M U S I C   /   T H E A T R E

306 SEVENTH STREET NE  |  MAYER, MN 55360

2021–22

Activities Guide

2021 Homecoming Afterglow
Homecoming week 
was filled with 
activities, both for 
MLHS students and 
alumni, families 
and guests. There 
were athletic 
competitions, 
dress-up days, 
and student 
competitions 

ranging from from Minute to Win It to Pennies for 
Patients to a tug of war between classes on a beautiful 
Friday afternoon. Congratulations to Homecoming King 
Teigan Martin, Queen Emily Trocke, and their court!  
 A big thank you goes out to everyone who helped 
in any way with Friday night’s Pork Chop Dinner. The 
event was a great success. We had beautiful weather, a 
fun kids fair with many attendees, plenty of alumni on 
campus, served around 500 meals, and enjoyed a great 
Homecoming victory. A great night for the Crusaders! 
Special thanks to Lorinda Ims for chairing this event, 
to Justin Bonk and our grill crew, and to Steve 
Nedermeyer for allowing us to use his equipment.

Photos: top left–80s dress up day with Michael Corey and Jordan Taylor; top right–student tug of war; 
bottom–Pork Chop Dinner grilling volunteers
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A L U M N I  D E P A R T M E N T  N E W S
By Tim Bode, Director of Alumni Engagement  |  tim.bode@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1017

Alumni Spotlight:
A 1969 graduate of Mayer 
Lutheran High School, Ron Hilk 
spent 29 years preparing the next 
generation of Christian leaders at 
his alma mater as a teacher, coach 
and athletic director. 
   After his high school graduation, 
Hilk attended Concordia-St. Paul, 
where he was part of the inaugural 
football team, and also competed 
for the wrestling and track teams. 
After graduation from CSP in 
1973, he played one season of 

semi-pro football for the Madison Mustangs in the Central States 
League. He then worked as a graduate assistant at CSP while 
pursuing his BS in education at the University of Minnesota.
   He started his teaching career at 
MLHS in 1977, where he taught 
until his retirement in 2008. 
During those years, Hilk served 
as head football coach, head 
wrestling coach, assistant track 
coach, head girls’ and boys’ golf 
coach, physical education teacher, 
health education teacher, driver’s 
education teacher and athletic 
director. He earned 2 conference 
Coach of the Year awards and 

had one state playoff appearance.
   In July 2021, Hilk was inducted into the 
Concordia-St. Paul Athletic Hall of Fame. 
His athletic honors at CSP include the 1973 

CSP Male Athlete of 
the Year, a 1972 NAIA 
All-America honorable 
mention, a 1972 
Lutheran College 
All-America honorable 
mention, 1972 NAIA 
All-District, 1972 Tri-
State All-Conference, 

and the 1972 CSP Team Most Valuable Player.
 Ron is now retired and lives with his wife, Miriam—who also 
served as a Lutheran school teacher for 30 years—in Waconia. 
Their three daughters—Emily, 
Melissa and Jessica—are also 
teachers. A lifelong member 
of Trinity, Waconia, Ron enjoys 
gardening, golfing, fishing, and 
spending time with his four 
grandchildren in his retirement.

Thank you to Miriam Hilk and the CSP 
Athletic Hall of Fame for providing 
biographical information on Ron.

Ron Hilk

ALUMNI REUNIONS
The Mayer Lutheran classes of 1980 
and 1976 held reunions recently—the 
class of 1980 at MLHS, and the class of 
1976 at the Northside Grill in Norwood 
Young America. It was evident by the 
success of both gatherings that

1980

1976

friendships formed at Mayer Lutheran 
can be lifelong ones.

The class of 1980 donated $1,000 to 
the MLHS student aid fund, and $1,000 
to the Mission Trip. Thank you for your 
generosity!
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T H E  L A S T  W O R D
By Kevin Wilaby, Principal  |  kevin.wilaby@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1008

Preparing Christian Leaders
It is very likely that you know the mission of Mayer Lutheran 
High School—‘Preparing the next generation of Christian 
leaders’. Accreditation visits have confirmed time and again 
that this mission is well-known throughout our community.  
But have you ever wondered what Mayer Lutheran’s mission 
statement means?
 The answer to that question is this: A Christian leader is 
one who has been saved through the person and work of 
Jesus Christ. Therefore, they understand that their God-given 
mission is to share the Good News of Jesus Christ in word and 
deed where God places them, receive spiritual nourishment 
(forgiveness, comfort, hope) from the inexhaustible fountain of 
God’s grace through the study of God’s Word, prayer, worship, 
and participation in the body of Christ, and live a life of integrity, 
utilizing their God-given abilities to serve God and others.
 Recently, I was part of a conversation regarding a recent 
alumnus and their experience in one of their college courses. 
They found themselves with a professor that stated views 
contrary to the Christian faith, and expected the students to 
agree with these views. Christian faith and beliefs were not 
going to be allowed. Writing assignments were going to require 
remaining silent on professing the Christian faith. It was clear 
that, to this professor, faith in Jesus and what Christianity teaches 
was incorrect and any inclusion of it would be treated as incorrect 
when it came to grading assignments. What a challenge this is, 
not only for this alumnus but for many of our alumni.
 The silencing of the Christian’s faith and Christian values 
seems to be increasing in higher education. By preparing 
Christian leaders, through the power of the Holy Spirit, our 
hope is that our alumni can recognize teachings that are in 
error based on God’s Word as the source of truth, and navigate 
situations like the one described above.
 Statistics tell us that Christian young adults, ages 18-29, 
disconnect from church during these years and for some, 
drop out for good. A Barna survey of this age group in 2011 

indicated a dropout rate of 59% and by 
2019 that rate had increased to 64%. 
Something is happening in our society and 
in schools that is impacting what young 
adults believe about the importance of 
church and the necessity to be part of it.
 Retaining a strong faith in Jesus means that there needs to be 
an ongoing connection to the spiritual nourishment God provides 
through His Word and sacrament. It means that there is an 
understanding that participating in worship with fellow believers 
is an important aspect of being encouraged and strengthened for 
living lives in accordance with God’s Word. It means that personal 
study of God’s Word and setting aside time for devotions and 
prayer becomes a spiritual discipline regularly practiced. And, 
when temptation leads to sin, there is an understanding that 
forgiveness is always present for the believer in Jesus Christ. God’s 
love for His children is ever present and perfect.
 Mayer Lutheran students experience and participate in prayer, 
chapels, devotional time, and the study of God’s Word. We 
hope that this sets an example for students that will lead them 
to desire the spiritual nourishment that God freely gives. We 
believe that God is faithful and blesses our ministry, through the 
work of His Spirit in our students.
 As a school community, we pray for our students and our 
alumni. We have begun a program in which we intentionally 
stay connected with alumni for their first two years after high 
school. Teachers are assigned specific alumni to follow up 
with so that no one is missed. Text messages are sent to them, 
checking in to see how they are doing, seeing if they have 
prayer needs, and providing encouragement to focus on their 
faith in Jesus and remain connected to Him.
 What a blessing it is to have a school in our community, 
Mayer Lutheran High School, that takes the calling to prepare 
Christian leaders seriously. The impact of that calling, through 
the work of the Spirit, is eternal.

At the time of this writing, we are two months from leaving for 
El Paso, TX/Anapra, MX on the 2021-22 edition of the Mayer 
Lutheran Mission Trip. Besides fundraising, which is a constant 
occurrence, we have begun sessions initiating the group into 
some of the cultural differences we will experience, so that we 
can serve in a more effective manner. Certainly we would covet 
your prayers for our group—it’s a first time for many, which 
makes those individuals extra apprehensive. This is our school’s 
16th mission trip, and we hope to build our 54th, 55th, and 56th 
homes in Anapra. Thank you for your support over the years!

Christmas Break Mission Trip

S P I R I T U A L  L I F E  N E W S
By Dave Lane, Director of Spiritual Life  |  david.lane@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1209



306 SEVENTH STREET NE
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DINNER • AUCTION • CONCERT
DECEMBER  10 ,  2021
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Mayer Lutheran High School admits students of any race, color, national, and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the school. It does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin in administration of its educational policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and other school-administered programs.

SAVE THE DATE! FRIDAY, DECEMBER 10
MAYER LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL CAMPUS
The evening includes dinner, live auction, and concert by 
award-winning singer/songwriter Jenn Bostic!
Tickets go on sale Nov. 1 and can be purchased by visiting www.celebratehisharvest.org.


