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CONGRATULATIONS MLHS 
VOLLEYBALL • FOOTBALL

STATE CHAMPIONS!!

Dear Friends of Mayer Lutheran High School,

Advent and Christmas greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ, our Newborn King!
 Wow! What a year it has been at Mayer Lutheran. Our enrollment grew 
by almost twenty students since last year, we have held regular classes 
with minimal pandemic-related disruptions, and our athletic teams have 
prospered. The girls soccer team won the first playoff game in its history 
this year. Several swimmers achieved All-Conference designations. And, 
our volleyball and football teams were crowned as State Champions! Not to be outdone by our 
current students, Nolan Sprengeler (Class of ’13) caught a State of Minnesota record Muskie in late 
November! It has been a great year to be a Crusader!
 As I think about the success of our athletes and anglers, I am reminded of how hard these folks 
work. All summer long, the weight room was full of athletes getting stronger and bigger. Many 
of our players travel to countless camps and tournaments to sharpen their skills amid intense 
competition. They diet well, rest well, and sacrifice instant gratification for long-term goals. Indeed, 
championships are won long before the actual contest occurs.
 Another aspect of our teams’ success has involved timing. Naturally, timing is a tremendous factor 
in successfully executing plays on the court and field. Coaches go over the intricate maneuvers with 
their players over and over again until the action is automatic and muscle memory takes over. It is 
beautiful when a play works well and the team scores a point, a goal, or a touchdown. It is just as 
appealing when our athletes prevent their opponent from doing so! Defense wins championships!
 Timing is also important when it comes to the makeup of a championship team. As you look at 
this year’s State Champions, there is no doubt that they came together at a remarkable time in their 
young lives. The gathering of such talented athletes at this moment, along with the unique skills, 
size, and toughness of each is something to behold. Rarely do high school teams exhibit the amount 
of talent gathered on this year’s teams. Yes, timing has brought these athletes together for such a 
time as this. (For a real-life, Biblical story reflecting this notion, check out the Book of Esther!)
 Yes, timing is everything in so many aspects of life. This is especially true in our spiritual life. As 
we celebrate the birth of Jesus 2025 years ago, we see that the timing of our Savior’s birth was no 
accident. Paul notes this in Galatians 4:4-5. But when the fullness of time had come, God sent 
forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the 
law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. For centuries, the prophets had predicted that 
the Messiah would come. During that time, the Israelites waited and trusted. Finally, the timing was 
perfect, and Jesus was born. Praise God for His marvelous patience, love, and timing!
 Getting the timing right is often a challenge. As we approach a new year, the leaders of Mayer 
Lutheran will have some significant decisions to make regarding the future of our school’s campus. This 
challenge is not new to our community. Sixty years ago, our school’s founders faced dramatic decisions 
as they chose that time to start a rural Lutheran high school. They were advised by experts not to do 
so, due to being in such a remote location at that time. Yet, they faithfully did their work, took risks, 
and relied on the Lord to make their plan come to fruition. Six decades later, we are beneficiaries 
of their courage and foresight. They could not foresee everything that their new school would 
encounter. Yet, they relied on the Lord through it all, knowing that His timing is always good no 
matter what. May we follow their example as we make our decisions, trusting the Lord to guide us!
 As we look back over the past year, let’s be sure to reflect on the many ways the Lord’s timing blessed 
us, and also on those times when things didn’t work as well as hoped for. Through it all, we can rejoice 
and be grateful that the timing of the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus has impacted us for all 
time. I pray that you can revel in the truth that, while God is seldom early, He is never late!

In Christ,

Joel P. Landskroener

MLHS

CHRISTMAS CONCERT  
ART EXHIBIT

DECEMBER 13 2021   |   7 PM

DECEMBER 21 • 4:30–8 PM
SOVEREIGN ESTATES, WACONIA
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Mayer Lutheran High School 
Spirit of Winter Family Night
December 22, 2021  •  4:30–8:00 PM  •  $5/person
The Winery at Sovereign Estate, 9950 North Shore Road, Waconia

The Spirit of Winter is a sprawling celebration of lights displayed throughout 
the Estate’s majestic 20 acres. Featuring festive outdoor attractions such as 
Candy Cane Lane, The Nativity, Santa’s Sleigh photo op, Snowman Social, 
winter llamas and children’s maze. This is a family-friendly event with hot 
cocoa and cookies for kids, and mulled wine and hot cider for adults!

Familes and friends of Mayer Lutheran High School are invited 
to join us on Tuesday, December 21 for The Spirit of Winter at 
The Winery at Sovereign Estate. Receive discounted tickets while 
raising funds for MLHS! Tickets are only $5.00 for anyone 5 years 
and older. Tickets must be purchased in advance of December 
21st using the specific link for MLHS. Sovereign Estate will donate 
100% of the proceeds from ticket sales to MLHS, up to $2500!

TO PURCHASE TICKETS: Go the website at sovereignestatewine.com/
schoolnight. Choose Mayer Lutheran Night, click on the date to choose your 
time slot (4:30 / 5:00 / 5:30 / 6:00 PM). Then pay for your tickets. $5 each, 4 
years and under are FREE.

MAYER LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL
SPIRIT OF WINTER FUNDRAISER

For the past several years, The Winery at Sovereign Estate has offered
a program for Christian schools and churches to celebrate the
Christmas season at our Spirit of Winter - Festival of Lights

event with their families and friends.

This Season, Members and Families of your school and/or parish will 
receive a discounted Ticket Price of $5 for anyone 5 years old and older.

These special discounted tickets must be purchased in advance 
of your school/parish’s assigned date and purchased using

the link speci�cally dedicated to your school/parish.

Sovereign Estate will donate 100% of the proceeds from 
tickets sales your school/parish up to $2500.

festival of lights • mulled wine • hot cocoa • santa’s sleigh • winter llamas • the nativity
The Spirit of Winter     Nov 20 - Jan 2     $10 Admission     SovereignEstateWine.com

YOUR SCHOOL/PARISH SPIRIT OF WINTER INFO

SCHOOL/PARISH:
DATE/TIME:

ADMISSION TIMES:
COST:

LINK to BUY:

Mayer Lutheran High School
Tuesday, December 21, 2021 from 4:30 - 8:00pm
4:30  /  5:00  /  5:30  /  6:00
$5 per person - 4 and under FREE
sovereignestatewine.com/schoolnight

Thank you to our 
2021 Celebrate His Harvest 
sponsors, who help make 

this event possible.

MLHS welcomes Kari Wayman as our new school 
counselor. Kari takes over for Deb Kelzer, who 
is looking forward to spending more time with 
her grandkids. Kari’s undergraduate degree in 
elementary education with a math minor is from 
Concordia College, Moorhead, and she earned 
her master’s in education at Winona State. She’s 
currently enrolled in graduate school, pursuing a 
master’s in psychology as well as an Educational 
Specialist’s degree.
 Kari feels her position at MLHS is the perfect job 
for her, since it combines her three greatest passions: faith, education and 
psychology. Kari and her husband Mike live in Waconia. They have three boys: 
Connor, Nolan and Caleb.

celebrate celebrate 
his harvesthis harvest

MAYER LUTHERAN

Welcome, Kari Wayman
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mayer lutheran HIGH SCHOOL

JANUARY 18
FEBRUARY 15
6:30–8 PM
MLHS Campus

TWO OPTIONS!

OPEN HOUSE

• PRESENTATION 
• CAMPUS TOUR 
• Q & A 
 STUDENT / PARENT 
 DISCUSSION PANEL

4	INSPIRING ACADEMICS
4	CAMPUS TOURS
4	SHADOW DAYS   
4	CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
4	FINANCIAL AND 
 TRANSPORTATION SOLUTIONS 
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A D M I S S I O N S  D E P A R T M E N T  N E W S
By Eric Turner, Director of Enrollment  |  eric.turner@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1011, 612-250-1131 (c)

Greetings from Mayer Lutheran 
High School! Our first semester 
is nearly over and we have 

much to be thankful for! Our students 
continue working hard in the classroom 
and on the field, court and stage. Our 
football and volleyball teams recently 
celebrated state championships (yes!!!) 
and now winter sports are in full swing! 
The drama department had a successful 
run performing their fall production 
of “The Little Mermaid.” Fundraising 
has been completed for the annual 
missions trip to Mexico where MLHS 
students and parents alike look forward 
to ministering over Christmas Break. The 
list goes on…..and I get to share all of 
this great news with new families and 
students each day as I continue working 
to promote MLHS! As we strive toward 
our ultimate enrollment goal of “225 by 
2025,” MLHS has been given countless 
opportunities to market ourselves in new 
ways. Here are just a few…
 We welcomed eight potentially new 
MLHS families during our most recent 
November Open House, where we 
conducted a campus tour, facilitated 
a parent-student panel discussion and 
held a time of Q&A. I am encouraged 
by the fact that we have been averaging 
eight new families at each of our last 
three events held in August, October 
and November. We have four additional 
Open House evenings scheduled between 
January and April 2022. Please pray that 
we will continue meeting lots of new 
folks during these evenings, and if you 
know of a family who may be interested 
in MLHS, encourage them to attend!
 MLHS was able to host nearly two 
hundred 7th and 8th grade students 
from a majority of our local Lutheran 
elementary schools during Visitation 
Days here on campus in October and 
November. Designed as half-day “field 
trips,” Visitation Days offer grade school 
kids the opportunity to experience chapel, 
participate in an educational time, take 
a campus tour and learn more about a 
future at MLHS! They are also treated 
to lunch and given parting gifts and 
information. The goal of these activities 
is to generate excitement among these 
grade school visitors, which will in turn 
lead to continued conversations with 

their families, the scheduling of Shadow 
Days and individual campus tours and, 
ultimately, enrollment at MLHS! We will 
be holding several more Visitation Days in 
the coming months, so stay tuned.
 I was invited to represent MLHS during 
Parent-Teacher Conference Nights at 
area schools, where I have had many 
great conversations with families and the 
opportunity to distribute promotional 
items and helpful information about 
our school and the enrollment process. I 
also had the privilege of bringing several 
of our drama students to seven area 
Lutheran schools in early November, 
where we promoted MLHS, our drama 
department and gave kids a preview of 
our fall play. This was a fun and effective 
one-day tour and provided yet another 
chance to be “visible” within our local 
Lutheran elementary schools. In addition, 
our new-look MLHS T-Shirts, which 
incorporate our 60th Anniversary logo, 
are in the process of being distributed to 

every single local 
Lutheran elementary 
school student! 
What a blessing to 
be able to share 
good things with 
these kids and to 
have some fun in the process.
 While the activities and interactions 
with our area Lutheran feeder school 
students is encouraging and will lead to 
good things, our challenge continues to 
be finding new ways to market MLHS 
among charter school and public school 
families and to look beyond just our local 
community. Referrals are still a great way 
to connect with prospects and I value and 
appreciate each one, so keep ‘em coming.  
And please continue praying for new 
ways to share MLHS with new people 
on a daily basis. Pray specifically that 
we would keep trusting in Jesus and His 
guidance as we share our good news and 
add new families to Crusader Nation!

from all of us at Lutheran Church Extension Fund

We rejoice in the blessing of our Lord and Savior’s birth during 
this special time of year. 

We wish you joy and hope in this new year ahead.

KAI LARSON
LCEF District Vice President | Minnesota South

952-223-2163 | Kai.Larson@lcef.org
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The MLHS production 
of Disney’s The Little 
Mermaid, performed 
Dec 3-5 in the Fine Arts 
Center, included 30 
actors, 14 artistic and 
production staff, seven 

members of the pit orchestra, 
and countless hours of hard work! 

 The musical was a collaborative production 
between the MLHS drama department and the Opening Knights 
elementary school program. “I love having those younger kids 
from Opening Knights involved in the production,” said producer 
Wendy Bakken (’85). “They bring so much fun and energy, and it’s 
a great way to give them an introduction to Mayer Lutheran.”
 The Little Mermaid was directed by Alan Holasek (’09) and 
produced by Wendy Bakken, with choreography by Maddie 
Burnham (’15). The artistic 
and production staff 
also included Backstage 
Manager Steve Bakken 
(’85), MLHS faculty 
members Luke Alliger 
(Orchestra Director) 
and Matt McClintock 
(Technical Manager), and 
Opening Knights Director 
Kevin Berg (’08).

Veteran’s Day at Mayer Lutheran
MLHS hosted a Veterans Day program Nov. 11 that 
included the MLHS choir and wind ensemble, children’s 
choirs from CCLS and Zion Mayer Lutheran schools, and 
speaker Sergeant First Class Charles Heldt. After the 
program, our guests enjoyed a light lunch in the Fine Arts 
lobby. Thank you, veterans, for your service!
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This year, the Mayer 
Lutheran volleyball team 
focused our season on 
being a team that would 
Show Up in all areas 
every day. We would 
focus on being kind 

to one another and to others in our lives, 
and show our faith to others by our actions. We also focused 
on showing up every day for practice and for our matches. In 
Exodus 9:16, God declares that He has a purpose for each of 
us, telling Pharaoh through Moses, “I raised you up for this very 
purpose, that I might display my power in you and that my name 
might be proclaimed in all the earth.”
 What an incredible journey this team had! After last year, 
the team was so excited to be able to play, have fans, parents, 
tournaments and to be able to see a postseason possibility. 
We focused on day-to-day goals and prayed the season would 
be “normal” this year. I think every team out there shared our 
excitement to play a full season.
 Throughout our season, I am one to focus on the journey. Things 
happen during a season that help teams grow. This team came in 
full of skill, with athletes that wanted to work and achieve a goal 
(to win the State title). Lilly, Emma and Julia, the team captains, led 
in so many amazing ways that brought this group together. 
 Overall, the team was 32-2, finished first in the Class A 
Showcase, first in the Farmington Tournament, and third 
in the Chaska Tournament. They also finished first in the 
Minnesota River Conference. We had several individuals win 
awards throughout the year, with the help, of course, of their 
teammates. One of the devotions and cheers we did throughout 
the season focused on all 14 athletes and what each one 

contributed to the team! We were blessed to have such an all-
around strong team this year, with people accepting their roles 
and pushing each other to become better.
 The postseason was pure joy for the team and the coaching 
staff. The team played hard and focused on one match at a 
time. By doing just that, they ended up playing at 1 PM on 
Saturday, November 13 at the Xcel Energy Center for the state 
championship. And while this was all going on, we were cheering 
like crazy for our boy’s football team as they were just beginning 
their postseason run. We were able to watch the Friday, 
November 12 playoff football game 
on a big screen and cheer on the boys 
before our own title run.
 The Crusader volleyball team played 
Minneota two other times this season 
and beat them both times in very 
hard-fought matches. The coaches 
set the plan and the team followed 
it to a tee. In the championship 
match, our team came out strong, 
had two small bumps along the 
way, and played like a team that 
decided to SHOW UP on the court.
 It was so exciting as a coach to watch the team’s skill develop 
throughout the year, but mostly to see them grow as a team. To 
watch the chemistry develop and feel their relationships through 
Christ get stronger was really what this was all about. Winning 
the state title was a bonus!!
 I am blessed to have worked with these girls, their parents, 
and my coaching staff that is very dedicated to our mission! 
Congratulations to the 2020 Crusader Volleyball team on their 
state title accomplishment!

Crusader Volleyball Team Ends 
Season with State Title!   By Coach Joelle Grimsley
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The Mayer Lutheran Crusaders football team capped off an 
historic two-year run by defeating Minneota 20-14 at US Bank 
Stadium on Friday, November 26 to capture the MN Class A state 
championship. Following the 2020 season, one in which the 
Crusaders went undefeated at 7-0 before the state of Minnesota 
shut down the season due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Coach 
Dean Aurich and the boys had one goal in mind: playing in the 
Prep Bowl at The Bank.
 The season began with a challenging game versus a new 
section opponent on the road. The Crusaders ultimately fell 
to Gibbon-Fairfax-Winthrop 32-27. Following the game, the 
Crusaders were certainly hopeful for a rematch come section play, 
and that is just what they got after reeling off seven straight wins 
to finish the regular season. In those seven games, the Crusaders 
outscored their opponents 267-48.
 In section play, the Crusaders defeated Alden Conger 42-0 and 
United South Central 35-0, setting up a rematch versus GFW in 
the section 2A championship game. Played in New Prague on the 
turf, the Mayer Lutheran speed was on display and was simply 
too much for the Thunderbirds, resulting in a 48-12 victory. This 
win advanced the Crusaders to the state tournament for the first 
time since 2017.
 In the first round of state, the Crusaders faced off against 
Murray County Central. The boys dominated in defeating 
the Rebels 34-8, securing a trip to US Bank Stadium for the 

semifinals. There they faced New York Mills. 
The Crusaders scored in two plays on their 
first drive, a long run by Dylan Nelson and a 
33-yard touchdown pass to Teigan Martin. 
They followed that up with a blocked punt 
from Caden Robbins; Teigan Martin scooped 
it up and ran it in for the touchdown, and 

the Crusaders 
were up 14-0 less than five minutes into the 
game. The Crusaders rolled from there, defeating New York Mills 
41-6. Ty Hoese had five touchdowns in nine completions, throwing 
touchdowns to Elijah Jopp (2), Abram Jopp, and Martin.
 In the state championship game, Mayer Lutheran faced 
Minneota, the number one team in state, a school looking 
for their eighth state championship in football. It was also the 
same school that the Mayer Lutheran volleyball team defeated 
two weeks earlier in the state championship game. It was also 
the same team that had given up a total of 12 points in the 
regular season, and only 2 points in five playoff games. It was 
the classic matchup of a high-powered offense versus a stingy 
defense. In the game, the Crusaders fell behind 7-0, then scored 
two touchdowns in 20 seconds in the second quarter to take 
a 13-7 lead. A turnover in the final minute of the first half led 
to a Minneota touchdown prior to the halftime break. Trailing 
14-13, the Crusaders took the opening drive of the third quarter 
80 yards in 12 plays. The final play was a touchdown run by 
Cole Neitzel on fourth down—his second of the game—pushing 
the Crusaders ahead 20-14. The teams traded possessions the 
remainder of the way, with the Crusaders prevailing 20-14, 
securing the first football state championship for Mayer Lutheran.
 Congratulations to Coach Aurich, the rest of the coaching 
staff, our 16 seniors and the rest of the Mayer Lutheran football 
team. What a great season! To God all praise and glory!

Crusader Football Team 
Captures State Championship! 
By Kris Gustin, Activities Director
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MAYER LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL

CHRISTMAS CONCERT
ART EXHIBIT
13 DECEMBER 2021  |  7 PM

Advent Devotions Corrections
A sharp-eyed reader brought to our attention two things 
which need correcting in this year’s printed Advent 
Devotions.The December 3rd devotion should start “Two 
millennia ago…” and in the first sentence of the December 
4 devotion, “Simon” should be “Simone.” We apologize for 
the errors, which have been corrected in the PDF version.
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The Mayer Lutheran High School Fine Arts 
Center has been a busy place, and the Opening 
Knights Drama Club was a big part of the MLHS 
production of Disney’s The Little Mermaid! Our 
grade school youth numbered 14 and participated 
in all aspects of this production, including the 
performance. Fun was had by all! Please watch 
for our “Opening Knights Summer Camp” 
information to come out in January. 

The gym and field house are also busy places here, and basketballs 
are bouncing for Knights Boys and Girls 4th–8th grade teams. 
Tournaments are planned and we will be hosting three tournaments here at MLHS, to take place on 
December 18th, January 15th and February 12th. 

Junior Knights Basketball starts Saturday, December 4th and continues into February for our 1st–3rd grade 
basketball athletes.They will be coached by Keith Traska and many of the MLHS boys basketball team.  

Please tell everyone you know about the Knights programs! If you have any questions, or to register, visit 
mayerlutheran.org/youth-programs/knights or call the Knights Coordinator, Barb Christopherson, at 763-257-7447.

This group of students, along with about 11 adults, will be traveling to El Paso, Texas and Anapra, Mexico, December 28–
January 6, to share the love of Jesus by building three small homes through Ysleta Lutheran Mission. Please pray for all who 
will travel on this trip, that their work and interactions would bring glory to God and be a blessing to all whom they meet.

Youth Outreach Program of Mayer Lutheran High School Mayer Knights programs are offered to youth to 
develop and advance their interest and skills in 
various activities ranging from sports to the arts. 
We strive to provide a Christ-centered environment 
where young people learn, compete, and grow 
with a level of character, intensity, enthusiasm, and 
sportsmanship consistent with our Christian faith.

F O O T B A L L   /   B A S K E T B A L L   /   V O L L E Y B A L L   /   B A S E B A L L   /   M U S I C   /   T H E A T R E

306 SEVENTH STREET NE  |  MAYER, MN 55360

2021–22

Activities Guide

Front row: Parker Aurich, Stella Maass, Brynn Martin, Millie Salonek, Maili Buttenhoff, Youngmin Oh, Chloe Maetzold, Rebecca Tredray. Second row: Blake Aurich, Jordan Taylor, 
Ilana Khemaissia, Brooke Sauter, Anika Jilek, Brooke Gabbert, Gracie Gabbert, Avery Studer, Ava Turner, Hailey Winkelman. Back row: Mr. Lane, Nolan Hoese, Amber Hoese, Lilly 
Wachholz, Sydney Studer, Shelby Buhr, Abby (or Abbie?) Maetzold. Missing: Emily Trocke, Michael Corey, Julia Carns.

2021-22 Ysleta Mission Team
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A L U M N I  D E P A R T M E N T  N E W S
By Tim Bode, Director of Alumni Relations  |  tim.bode@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1017

Alumni Spotlight:   Joan Bode

Gayle Ward Elliot (class of 2001) recently had 
the opportunity to serve as a godparent for one 
of her students. Gayle is teaching Kindergarten 
at Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran School, San 
Antonio, TX, and is a 2006 graduate of Concordia 
University Wisconsin.
“Many ask why I teach and why I teach at a 
Lutheran school,” Gayle shared. “Well, yesterday 
one of my students, Maddy, got baptized. We have 
talked about having Jesus in our hearts since school 
began and how we do that is by being baptized. 
Maddy also asked me to be her sponsor. Yesterday 
is what it’s all about...bringing God’s children to 
faith and asking Him to live in their heart forever. 
Thank you Maddy for blessing me with this honor.”

Congratulations!

Amanda 
(Trost ’16) 
Katasse and 
her husband 
Angelo, 
recently 
welcomed 
their second 
child, Fisher 
Lax Katasse, 
to their 
family!

Joan began creating art and sewing 
ever since she could write her name, 
and began designing banners in the 

7th grade. Her professional background 
includes work in graphic arts, advertising 
and product design. Her liturgical fabric 
arts business, JDS Design, officially 
began in 1993 with the commissioning 
by Concordia College, St. Paul of their 
academic year banner. As a liturgical 
fabric artist, her goal is to “flesh out the 
words of Christ” in her work, which is 
evident by her use of scriptural text in her 
pieces. Her paraments and banners can be 
seen gracing the sanctuaries of churches 
primarily in and around the Twin Cities 
metropolitan area, including St. John’s 
in Chaska, Trinity Waconia, St. John’s 
Norwood Young America, to name a few.
 Joan’s set of altar paraments for the 
Mayer Lutheran altar – which she also 

designed – are based on I AM statements 
gleaned from Jesus’ own words 
throughout scripture. “I fleshed these 
statements out in each design, using 
a similar color palette for the wording 
throughout,” she explains. “It is my 
hope that day after day, as the students 
sit through the liturgical seasons of 
the church year, with the paraments 
presenting their colors in chapel services, 
that the students will ask themselves 
‘What is this art saying? What is it saying 
to me, that I didn’t see before? Who is “I 
AM” and who is He to me?’” Her prayer 
is that the students, faculty and staff at 
MLHS keep Him in their heart and soul 
as long as they have breath, and as they 
hear and see the word proclaimed day in 
and day out, that they may answer the 
questions that define faith, relying on the 
great I AM, our Savior, the Messiah. 
 Her green altar parament was pictured 
in the November issue of The Crusader 
newsletter. Here is what she has to say 
about the red and blue paraments:
 Based on John 14:20, I AM in my 
Father, and you are in me, and I AM in 
you, the red parament highlights the 
work of the Spirit, working the gift of 
faith into our lives. The work of the Spirit 
is depicted by the dove descending upon 
Jesus at His baptism and in the water and 
the Word of those baptized into the faith. 
Seven tongues of fire represent the gifts 
of the Spirit, along with the suggested 
swirls of wind dispensing His gifts on the 

disciples at the first 
Pentecost. 
 The blue 
parament is based 
on Revelation 22:16: 
I AM the ROOT and the OFFSPRING of 
DAVID and the BRIGHT MORNING STAR. 
Blue, the color for hope and anticipation, 
is used for Advent. This design reveals the 
coming of the promised Savior, proclaimed 
by the heavens in a star cross bursting 
forth the message of “I AM” found in Rev 
22:16. Just as He came as a shoot from the 
lineage of King David, He will come again 
as we prepare to receive Him as the great 
“I AM”, our promised Savior and King. 
 Yet to come in the set are the white 
parament, based on Isaiah 43:3, and the 
purple parament, based on Matthew 
16:15, Mark 8:29, and Luke 9:20.
 Joan is married to Tim Bode (’76). Their 
three boys – Reid (’07), Noel (’11) and Lane 
(’19) all graduated from MLHS. Joan and 
Tim live in Waconia, and are members of 
St. John’s Lutheran Church in Chaska.
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By Kevin Wilaby, Principal
kevin.wilaby@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1008

Thankful
Where does the time go? Just yesterday—or 
three months ago in reality—teachers were 
meeting in preparation for a new school year, 
fall sports teams were beginning their seasons, 
the Class of 2025 was attending their retreat at Camp Omega, 
and new student orientation was taking place. Now Thanksgiving 
Day has passed, and Christmas is around the corner. Time keeps 
marching on.
 Life is filled with responsibilities, activities we want to be part of, 
and tasks that need to be done. Life is fast-paced, and our days 
fly by. So, it is good to slow down, reflect, and give thanks for the 
blessings that God has bestowed upon each one of us.
 At Mayer Lutheran we are thankful for:
• 189 students and the opportunity to encourage them in their 
 relationship with Jesus.
• Dedicated faculty and staff who provide an exceptional education 
 to our students and keep preparing Christian leaders at the 
 forefront of what they do.
• The ministry of Mr. Lane and the impact it has had on Mayer 
 Lutheran students.
• An increase in the number of elementary students participating 
 in our elementary school instrumental music program.
• Motivated students who are excited to learn.
• Colleagues who support one another, especially when 
 challenges arise.
• In-person education that is as normal as possible in the age 
 of COVID.
• A volleyball state championship!
• A football state championship!
• Students, parents, community members, and faculty/staff who 
 spend their Christmas break serving in Anapra Mexico.
• Students who let Christ’s love shine as they show kindness and 
 compassion to one another.
• Students who are responding to the encouragement provided by 
 becoming involved in service projects that benefit the community.
• Talented students in choir and on stage in The Little Mermaid and 
 their willingness to put their God-given gifts on display.

There is so much to be thankful for because God is good, and He is 
faithful.
 The pace of our lives can make recognizing and acknowledging 
God’s blessings difficult. So, slow down and spend time with God, 
make time for church, prayer, and being in the Word. See God’s 
blessings in your life and be thankful.

He (the LORD) says, “Be still, and know that I am God.” Psalm 46:10

All of the seniors are on track for 
graduation! Yeah! The challenge 
is that they continue with their 
academics and finish strong this 
entire school year. We can all keep 
encouraging them! I have already 
met with juniors to discuss any schedule changes, credits 
needed for graduation, college choices and visits, and 
anything else they might have a question about.
 We are still waiting on the results of the Pre-ACT that 
was given to our current Freshmen and Sophomores.  
Once those have been received, results will be shared 
with your student.
 The PSAT results have not been returned yet, however, 
when they are received, they will be shared with the 
juniors. For now, some thoughts about what you can do 
with your junior…..help them plan for taking their ACT 
in the spring, begin the college search and/or visiting 
colleges, make sure they are taking college prep courses, 
begin scholarship searches for their senior year, help them 
set some goals about their future and periodically check 
in to see how they are progressing forward with those 
goals. It’s never too late to begin this search as their time 
at high school flies by.  Contact Mrs. Wayman if they 
need assistance in their future planning.
 A few more thoughts for seniors….make sure that 
you have applied to several colleges and don’t forget to 
ask for recommendation letters from teachers, pastors, 
or employers. Filling out the FAFSA can begin at any 
time. Continue to look for scholarships posted all across 
our technology communication pieces.
 If your junior or senior is interested in taking the ACT, 
please look at the website to both register and find a 
test center. www.act.org  MLHS will host the test again 
in June, 2022.

Optional test for juniors: ASVAB – Jan. 14, 2022  
This is administered by the military at MLHS, however it 
does not mean a student has to join the military. It is a 
great tool to use for Career Exploration. Encourage your 
junior student to consider this opportunity to help them 
sort through their skills, interests and abilities towards a 
future career choice.

If you need any further assistance please contact Kari 
Wayman, our new school counselor, at kari.wayman@
mayerlutheran.org, 952-657-2251 x1012. Kari is here 
part-time to help with any type of counseling issue, 
testing, scholarship information or other needs. Have 
a wonderful Christmas, celebrating the birth of our 
King….Jesus Christ!

By Debra Kelzer, Guidance Counselor
debra.kelzer@mayerlutheran.org
952-657-2251 x1012

Counselor’s Corner
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“Wishing you a Blessed Christmas and New Year as together we 
PROCLAIM the good news of the LIGHT of CHRIST!”

The staff at Mayer Lutheran High School


