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Whee!

Joel Landskroener, MLHS Executive Director  |  joel.landskroener@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1007

Dear Friend of Mayer Lutheran High School,

Happy New Year to you in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 
I pray the year 2022 will bring you tremendous blessings in every part of 
your life.
 As each year seems to fly by at an ever-faster pace, I am reminded that we are living in a 
creation that bears witness to tremendous velocity.
 According to Rhett Herman, a professor of physics at Radford University in Virginia, in an 
article published in the October 26, 1998 edition of the venerable Scientific American*, the 
earth zips through space at incredible speeds. With a circumference of 40,075 kilometers, 
the planet spins on its access taking 23 hours, 56 minutes, and 4.09053 seconds to complete 
the rotation. In other words, it spins at around 1,000 miles per hour, four times faster than a 
Formula One race car, day in and day out. Amazing! Somehow, we do not fly off the globe or 
even get motion sickness.
 While the earth rotates at a spectacular speed, it orbits the sun at an even faster clip—
around 67,000 miles per hour! And if you think that’s fast, hold on to your hats! In addition to 
our trip around the sun, our solar system “whirls around the center of our galaxy at some 220 
kilometers per second, or 490,000 miles per hour.” Take all of this science together and it tells 
us that we are constantly on the move at incredible speed that never ends. That’s the way God 
created it. We might be forgiven if we were to exclaim “Whee!” every once in a while, even if 
we are not riding a roller coaster or merry-go-round.
 One of the great blessings we share is that, despite all the commotion surrounding us in this 
infinite universe we fly through at breakneck speeds, the Designer and Creator of this system 
knows each of us by name. He loves us more than anything. And, in the person of Jesus Christ, 
He redeems us from our sinful condition and makes us His very own. Jeremiah got it just right: 
“Ah, Lord GOD! It is you who have made the heavens and the earth by your great power and 
by your outstretched arm! Nothing is too hard for you.” (Jeremiah 32:17)
 As we enter the New Year zooming through space, my encouragement to you is to take time 
each day to contemplate the Gospel of Jesus Christ and just how precious it is in the life of His 
people. As you encounter many challenges and obstacles in the next 365 days, stop and lean 
on the One for Whom “nothing is too hard.” May the Holy Spirit fill your lives so that when 
things spin out of control, you may confidently confess that, “Nothing is too hard for God.”
 Nothing, indeed!

Celebrating a New Year in God’s care,

Joel P. Landskroener
Executive Director

*https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/how-fast-is-the-earth-mov/

MLHS One Act Play!

FREE Family Event • January 26

 “ABSOLUTELY
                WONDERFUL!”

-  Daystar  Te lev is ion

 “SENSATIONAL!  
            DAVID WILL LEAVE 

           YOU AMAZED!”
-  Kev in  Krezcko,  
   Enter ta inment  Producer

(NCAA, Cirque Productions, Seaworld)

W W W . D A V I D A N D T E E S H A . C O M

A S  S E E N  O N  T V  A N D  T H E  N C A A  F I N A L  F O U R

A FREE EVENT YOUR WHOLE FAMILY WILL ENJOY!

Wednesday, January 26, 6:30-7:30 PM
Mayer Lutheran High School Fine Arts Center

306 Seventh St NE, Mayer, MN 

JANUARY 24-28!
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306 SEVENTH STREET NE |  MAYER MN 55360  |  952 657 2251  |  MAYERLUTHERAN.ORG

mayer lutheran HIGH SCHOOL

JANUARY 18
FEBRUARY 15
6:30–8 PM
MLHS Campus

TWO OPTIONS!

OPEN HOUSE

• PRESENTATION 
• CAMPUS TOUR 
• Q & A 
 STUDENT / PARENT 
 DISCUSSION PANEL

4	INSPIRING ACADEMICS
4	CAMPUS TOURS
4	SHADOW DAYS   
4	CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
4	FINANCIAL AND 
 TRANSPORTATION SOLUTIONS 

Youth Outreach Program of Mayer Lutheran High School

The NEW YEAR is here! With it comes 
more opportunities for Knights and 
Junior Knights activities!  

There is still time to register for Junior Knights 
Baseball (grades 1–3) with Coach Dave Lane, 
which begins Saturday March 5th and runs from 
9:30–10:30 AM. Register online at mayerlutheran.
org/youth-programs/knights/ to reserve your spot. 
If your son is in 4th–8th grade, he would have fun 
and a great learning experience if he joined our 
Mayer Knights Baseball teams! We will play 
10U, 11U, 12U, 13U with the Crow River League 
again this coming spring/summer. Please register 
online now to save your spot, and so that we can 
confirm our team numbers with Crow River.
 And while you’re at it, start planning for summer, 
with our Knights/Crusaders Summer Camps! 
We will be open for registration in February. Look 
for the colorful information card in your mail the 
beginning of February! Lots of activities and fun 
going on now, with Mayer Knights. Join us!
 If you have any questions, please call Barb 
Christopherson at 763-257-7447 or email her at 
barb.christopherson@mayerlutheran.org. 
Hope to see you here!

Truly a Celebration!
Thank you to our sponsors, donors, 
volunteers, performers, and attendees 
at this year’s Celebrate His Harvest 
gala! Despite a snowy Friday night, the 

event was an overwhelming success. In addition to terrific food, delicious desserts and 
a fabulous Jenn Bostic concert, the event brought in more than $100,000 for 
tuition assistance at Mayer Lutheran! 
 The Dessert Dash saw guests dashing for a sumptuous selection of desserts, all 
of which left no reason for disappointment with whatever selection they made. 
Thank you to GDS Design & Build for sponsoring this fun part of the evening!
 Executive Director Joel Landskroener emceed the event, and also was the 
auctioneer for the live auction. Guests engaged in some spirited bidding and 
helped raise nearly $12,000 from the auction alone.
 The evening also included the announcement of the Deb and Dave Scholarship 
Fund, named in honor of retiring MLHS faculty member Dave Lane and his 
wife, Deb. Starting with seed money of $25,000, Celebrate His Harvest guests 
contributed more than $30,000, surpassing the $50,000 need to officially 
establish the endowed scholarship.
 Singer/songwriter Jenn Bostic concluded the evening with an outstanding concert, 
including two numbers sung with the MLHS choir. All in all, it was a wonderful 
celebration of Mayer Lutheran High School and the blessing God has bestowed on the 
next generation of Christian leaders.
 Special thanks to outgoing Celebrate His Harvest coordinators Kim Martin and Jen 
Fisher! If you would like to lead our event for 2022, please contact Mr. Landskroener.
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This year’s One Act Play is Taboo!

Hello, Mayer Lutheran 
community! My name is Kari 
Wayman, and I am replacing 
Mrs. Kelzer as the school 
counselor. Here are some 
updates on testing and other 
matters of importance to 
students.

The Pre-ACT test results have been handed back to 
ninth and tenth grade students. The PSAT test results 
have been returned to the juniors. Students were 
encouraged to take the test booklets and the results 
home to share with parents/guardians. If you need 
any information about either of these tests, please 
contact me.

The ASVAB test will be given on Friday, January 
14th here at school. This is an aptitude test given 
out by the military to determine strengths and 
weaknesses that help guide career paths. The 
optional test is geared for juniors but open to 
anyone. You do not have to be going into the 
military to take the test. It is given at no charge. 
Please discuss this opportunity with your child to 
determine if it is a good fit; again, it is completely 
optional. The sign-up sheet is by the counselor’s 
office.

For parents of juniors or seniors, if your child is 
interested in taking the ACT, please visit the ACT 
website to both register and find a test center: 
www.act.org. MLHS will host the test again in June 
2022. Now is a great time to start discussing college 
options. Spring break is a perfect time for making 
some college visits. Remember to wear comfortable 
walking shoes!

Parent-Teacher Conferences are coming up 
February 9th. The home-school connection is 
important, so please plan to attend. For those of 
you I have not met, please stop by the counselor’s 
office and introduce yourself. Also in February, 
Mayer Lutheran will be hosting a College Fair on 
Monday, February 28th from 10-11:30 AM. Please 
watch for more information on that.

For those of you I have met, thank you for the 
warm welcome to MLHS. For those I have not, I look 
forward to meeting you sometime soon!

By Kari Wayman, School Counselor
kari.wayman@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1012

Counselor’s Corner

What would it take for you to speak out against those in power who are 
usurping your freedoms? Why do some people submit to rules they know are 
unjust? These are questions asked by this year’s MLHS One Act Play, Taboo, 
by Kimberly Burke.

Hamilton High is just like your high school, only stranger. Syl and Jenny, the 
new kids on campus, quickly discover it’s a place fraught with unspoken 
rules—words you can’t say, colors you can’t wear, places you can’t go—and 
a powerful student group called the Security Committee that enforces them. 
But operating just under the radar of the Committee is the Taboo Society, a 
covert group that questions their unmitigated power. When Syl and Jenny 
come into conflict with the Security Committee, they must decide where their 
loyalties lie in this engrossing drama.

Cast members are seniors Houston Green, Elsa McCarty and Lauren 
Rapp, juniors Allie Rasmussen, Ashlyn Guse, Sarai May and Brooke Olson, 
sophomore Rebecca Tredray, and freshmen Skye Anonby, Mya Frauendienst, 
Brianna Guse, Lilah Johnshoy, Faith Langworthy, Madelyn Mackenthun, 
and Grace Puckett. Crew members are junior Jada Zajicek and freshman 
David Nygaard. Taboo is directed by Tim Bode (’76) and produced by Wendy 
Bakken (’85). 

Performances are Wednesday, January 19, 7 PM at MLHS; Saturday, January 
22 at Le Sueur-Henderson High School as part of the MN River Conference 
One Act Play Festival; and Saturday, January 29 at 3:25 PM at MLHS as part 
of the Section 4A West Subsection competition. Should the show advance 
to the section finals, those will be held on Saturday, February 5 at Providence 
Academy in Plymouth.
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A D M I S S I O N S  D E P A R T M E N T  N E W S
By Eric Turner, Director of Enrollment  |  eric.turner@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1011, 612-250-1131 (c)

Greetings from Mayer Lutheran! Goodbye 2021, hello 
2022! Enrollment for next school year is underway as we 
work toward our goals of 40 new freshman in 2022-

2023 and 225 students by 2025. We have added a freshman 
transfer student for second semester, bringing our current 
enrollment to 191 Crusaders! 
 There is much work to be done as we continue building on 
these numbers. We will be marketing MLHS in a variety of ways 
in the coming months. Our plan includes hosting four more Open 
House events between January and April. We continue to schedule 
Shadow Days for 8th graders and campus tours for prospective 
families who are interested in learning more about us. In addition, 
we will be hosting additional 8th and 7th grade students during 
Spring Visitation Days. These activities all serve as valuable 
opportunities to spread the good news about our school.
 I am so thankful to have a network of people supporting 
our vision and mission here at MLHS! We are well-represented 
in the community because of the great things our Parent 
Promoters and principals do to help us each and every day. 
Whether you realize it or not, how you live and what you talk 
about as a member of our Crusader family serves as a testimony 
to others about how special our school really is. The examples 
you are setting out there are generating increased interest in 
MLHS and what we are all about, and I want to thank each of 
you! I can’t tell you how many families I’ve had the privilege of 
meeting with who are considering MLHS either for next year 
or five years down the road because they like what they see 
here. They’ve observed MLHS through the good times—like 
state championship runs—and also challenging times related to 
COVID, and they can see that through it all we are grounded in 
one thing…our faith and hope in Jesus! This theme appeals to 
those families who know they will be enrolling their sons and 
daughters here someday, as well as new families who had never 
considered private education in the past. 
 I believe our plan of outreach continues to involve three 
important steps moving forward. First, we need to keep 
strengthening the relationships we have with our local Lutheran 
grade schools. The likelihood remains that as their enrollment 
numbers continue increasing, so will ours, but this is not 
something we should ever take for granted. We should always 
be focused on working well with our grade school principals 
and connecting with their families early on. This is critical in the 
long term, whether their enrollment numbers go up or down. 
 Second, we need to keep building on the connections we 
have established with our friends in the Catholic and charter 
school communities. We are seeing more and more of these 
families attending our Open Houses and contacting us to 
schedule Shadows Days and campus tours, and this is extremely 
encouraging! Our future and sustainability as a school involve 
continued interest from this demographic. 
 Third, we need to market our school as a “beacon of light” 
to those who don’t yet know about us, including so many in the 
surrounding communities who are planning on public school 
options or other private schools. We have a wealth of potential 
new families in places like Minnetrista and even Waconia who 

might not realize that a Christian education 
through MLHS is just minutes away! How 
do we increase our presence in these 
areas? 
 Effective solutions may include 
advertising (digital and paper) and calling 
on public grade schools in an effort to work with them in 
the future. But promoting MLHS through word-of-mouth 
and referrals is also crucial to our efforts. Many of our valued 
Crusader families switched to MLHS after starting their kids in 
public high schools, and the opportunities they have to share 
their stories with friends and family are extremely valuable as 
we all work toward the ultimate goal of increasing our student 
population.
 We have great work ahead of us, kingdom-building work! 
I look forward to the challenges we will face and the success I 
believe we can achieve based on what we are currently doing 
and who we represent. Blessings to each of you as you help 
promote MLHS in 2022!

Johnny Cash Tribute Benefit Concert 

Alyson Feltmann & Family 

 

 
A Johnny Cash Tribute Benefit Concert Performed By: 

Mitchell Hall & The Tennessee Trio 
** Performance by Special Guests! ** 

Saturday, January 8th – 6:00PM – 8:00PM (doors open at 5:30PM) 
Show will be held at the Waconia High School Performing Arts Center 

1650 Community Drive, Waconia, MN 55387 
------------------------------------------------------- 

Tickets - $20 
Can be purchased by calling 612-449-5817, on-site at Mackenthun’s in Waconia, 

or online by texting/calling 952-232-8445 (tickets also at the door) 
  

SPONSORS: Waconia Public School District 110 - Waconia Mackenthun’s -          
Waconia Patriot - KCHK Radio Station 95.5FM/1350AM 

Please come and enjoy a 
Tribute concert to Johnny 
Cash; but also help out the 
Feltmann family in this 
time of need. 

Alyson Feltmann, an amazing 
daughter, sister, and friend 
has been in a near-fatal 
motorcycle accident. Please 
support Aly and her family. 

ALL TICKET PROCEEDS WILL BE DONATED TO THE FELTMANN FAMILY 

Come enjoy a tribute concert to Johnny Cash, but also help out the 
Feltmann family in this time of need. Aly Feltmann, whose siblings, 
Katie (‘21) and brother Brendan (‘19) are graduates of MLHS, was 
in a near-fatal motorcycle accident in October 2021, and all ticket 
proceeds will be donated to the Feltmann family to help with 
ongoing medical expenses.

Saturday, January 8, 6–8 PM (doors open at 5:30)
Waconia High School Performing Arts Center

Tickets are $20, and can be purchased by calling 612-449-5817, on site at 
Mackenthun’s in Waconia, or by texting/calling 952-232-8445. Tickets will 
also be available at the door.

Sponsors are Waconia Public School District 110, the Waconia Mackenthun’s, 
Waconia Patriot, and KCHK Radio – 95.5 FM/1350 AM.
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Dave Lane honored as CUW 
Master Educator in Lutheran 
Secondary Education

Concordia University Wisconsin (CUW) recently recognized 
Dave Lane as this year’s Master Educator in Lutheran 
Secondary Education at their December Commencement 
Service and President’s Luncheon. Dave is being honored 
for a lifetime of faithful service in teaching mathematics, 
theology, and Christian leadership courses. CUW also 
noted his excellence and leadership as a basketball and 
baseball coach for decades—training young men in the 
ways of each game but, more importantly, in the ways 
of the Lord. Almost annually, Dave leads his high school 
students on a mission trip to Mexico—building houses 
and relationships, providing Sunday school and Bible study 
activities, and doing many other missionary endeavors to 
further advance the Gospel. 
 Dave received an award of $1000 for his good and 
faithful work. In addition, Mayer Lutheran High School will 
also receive a $1000 monetary gift in his honor.
Congratulations, Dave!

Acting CUW president Dr. William Cario with Dave Lane.

January 9 - Up
February 13 - Call of the Wild

March 13 - Sing
April 3 - Inside Out

Congratulations to 

MLHS senior Emma 

Lade for scoring 

her 1,000th career 

point December 9th! 

Emma helped lead 

the Crusaders to an 

88-50 win over 

Concordia Academy.

Emma Lade 
Reaches 1,000 
Point Milestone

To all who contributed 
to this year’s staff 
Christmas fund, 

THANK YOU 
for your generous 

support of our 
teachers and staff!
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SnoFest court front row (l to r): Sydney Rahne, Bree Noerenberg, Kallea Waldron, Brynn Martin, Lauren Rapp, Allie Rasmussen, Shayla Tondera, Julia Carns, and Tyler Gilb.
Back row (l to r): Myles Thompson, Carson Gutknecht, Zach Nelson, Tyler Neitzel, Isaac Hahn, Joe Ims, and Brady Engen.

When students return to school in 
January, SnoFest 2022 will be right 
around the corner. This year’s theme is 
Red Carpet, and the Crusader Council is 
already working to develop fun activities 
for the week. 

Dress-up days will include: 
USA Day, Hiding from the Paparazzi Day, 
Circle of Life Day, Famous Duo Day, and 
Crusader Day. 

The week also holds a girls home 
basketball game on Tuesday, and a boys 
and girls double-header on Friday.

Similar to Homecoming, this year’s 
coronation of the SnoFest king and queen 
will take place on Monday, January 24 

at the end of the school day, with the ceremony 
beginning at 2:46 PM. The public is welcome to 
come and watch, and the event will be recorded 
and posted for viewing later. 

The SnoFest court was announced on Monday, December 
20. Senior candidates include Julia Carns, Brynn Martin, 
Lauren Rapp, Shayla Tondera, Kallea Waldron, Brady 
Engen, Isaac Hahn, Joe Ims, Tyler Neitzel, and Zach Nelson. 
The junior attendants are Allie Rasmussen and Tyler Gilb. 
Sophomore attendants are Bree Noerenberg and Carson 
Gutknecht. Freshmen attendants are Sydney Rahne and 
Myles Thompson. Congratulations to the court!

JANUARY 24–28
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CONNECTED
BY CHRIST

Since 1978, Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) has 
been the fi nancial partner for The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod (LCMS). We love our investors and 
borrowers and understand LCMS ministries like no 
other. Our mission is to ensure you have the fi nancial 
resources and related solutions available to fulfi ll your 
call for God’s glory now and in the future. Contact LCEF 
to discover the possibilities.

Webster Gardens Lutheran ChurchWebster Gardens Lutheran Church
Webster Groves, Mo.

A fi nancial partner who shares 
your Lutheran beliefs 

KAI LARSON
LCEF District Vice President | Minnesota South

952-223-2163 | Kai.Larson@lcef.org

LCEF is a nonprofi t religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not FDIC-insured bank deposit 
accounts. This is not an offer to sell investments, nor a solicitation to buy. LCEF will offer and sell its securities 
only in states where authorized. The offer is made solely by LCEF’s Offering Circular. Investors should carefully 
read the Offering Circular, which more fully describes associated risks. Lutheran Church Extension Fund-
Missouri Synod. 10733 Sunset Offi ce Drive, Suite 300, St. Louis, MO 63127-1020. 800-843-5233. lcef.org. NMLS 
#3444. Illinois Residential Mortgage Licensee (MB.0006057). Loans made or arranged pursuant to a California 
Law License (6037619). For more information on LCEF’s lending license go to lcef.org/state-disclosures/. 

VISIT LCEF.ORG OR 
CALL 800-843-5233 TODAY!

T H E  L A S T  W O R D
By Kevin Wilaby, Principal  |  kevin.wilaby@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1008

Broken People
The Garden of Eden was perfect in 
every way, and Adam and Eve walked 
throughout the garden enjoying its 
beauty and bounty. God would also 
walk in the garden (Genesis 3:8), and it 
appears that God would walk and talk 
with Adam and Eve. Creation was perfect, 
man and woman were perfect, and their 
relationship with the Creator was perfect.
 Then Adam and Eve disobeyed God, 
sin entered the world, and the perfect 
relationship between God and man was 
ruined. Sin brought consequences, with 
the greatest consequence being death.
 Sin has not gone away. It continues to 
create pain, destruction, and separates 
people from one another and from God. 
No matter where you look, you see 
broken people. We give into temptation 
and continue to sin against God and one 

another. It is against this backdrop of a 
fallen world, filled with broken people, 
that the ministry of Mayer Lutheran High 
School steps in. We prepare Christian 
leaders in response to the love of God 
shown through Christ. Jesus must be 
made known to broken people to draw 
them into a saving relationship with Him.
 It is through broken people who 
believe in Jesus as Savior that the Gospel 
of Jesus is shared with broken people 
who need to know about the love of 
their Heavenly Father and that Jesus 
brings forgiveness and the gift of eternal 
life. The Holy Spirit works through 
faithful yet broken people, creating and 
strengthening saving faith. 
 Ever since the fall into sin (Genesis 
3:6-7), the Father planned to fix the 
brokenness caused by Adam and Eve’s 

first sin. God’s Son, 
Jesus, humbled 
himself and became 
a man. He endured 
the brokenness of 
humanity as He was plotted against, 
questioned by authority, felt grief because 
of the death of His friend and empathy 
towards those in low positions, was 
betrayed by friends, mocked, humiliated, 
and ultimately crucified. Jesus endured all 
of this because he was focused on doing 
the will of His Father (Hebrews 10:9-10), 
which was to redeem all of us.
 Mayer Lutheran shares Jesus with 
students, families, and our community. 
We, too, are broken people, but we are 
also redeemed people responding to 
the love of the Father. Ministry is messy 
and will never be done perfectly, but 
God—through the power of His Spirit—
uses our brokenness to accomplish His 
purpose: “This is good, and pleases God 
our Savior, who wants all people to be 
saved and to come to the knowledge of 
the truth.” (1 Timothy 2:3-4)

Mayer Lutheran High School is seeking 
candidates for the following positions:

FULL-TIME MATH TEACHER AND 
FULL-TIME BIOLOGY TEACHER
Mayer Lutheran has openings for the 2022-23 
school year for a full-time math teacher and for 
a full-time biology teacher. 

PART-TIME ENGLISH TEACHER
Mayer Lutheran is looking for a part-time 
English teacher for spring semester next year to 
teach two periods per day.

SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS
Mayer Lutheran is looking for substitute 
teachers. A teaching degree is not required, but 
is beneficial. 

For more information or to get an application, 
please contact Mr. Wilaby, Principal by calling 
952-657-2251 x1008.
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Looking for a fun family activity guaranteed to make you
 laugh, smile, and be amazed? 

MLHS will be hosting Illusionist David Laflin 
Wednesday, January 26 at 6:30 PM  | MLHS Fine Arts Center 

This event is free and open to the public!


