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We Start Fires!

Joel Landskroener, MLHS Executive Director  |  joel.landskroener@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1007

Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

When it comes to teaching and learning, many philosophies exist. Almost 
every future teacher is required to write an essay describing their philosophy of education 
during their training. When we interview a potential teacher, we often ask the candidate to 
share their philosophy of teaching and learning. Having a philosophy of education is essential 
to help a school succeed in accomplishing its mission.

The philosophy of education I share with prospective students and families comes from a quote 
often ascribed to the Irish poet, William Butler Yates*: Education is not the filling of a pail, 
but the lighting of a fire. At Mayer Lutheran, we could not agree more. While there are things 
students need to know (filling the pail), the greatest gift we give to our scholars is found in 
the school’s essential values: Christ-centered, Equipping, Nurturing, and Aspiring. Our essential 
values are exciting elements of the lighting of a Mayer Lutheran student’s fire.

A Bible-based, Christian education is all about lighting fires. The freedom of the Gospel enables 
students to pursue a future with a purpose beyond making a living and accumulating things. 
Freed from the teachings of the world that emphasize self-centered notions of materialism, 
relativism, and humanism, our graduates are blessed with a way to view the world through the 
lens of Scripture and the timeless truth of Jesus Christ. They experience the limitless potential in 
Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. The fire of faith given and sustained through the Holy Spirit 
drives all we do.

As we feed the fire of our students’ hearts, we also feed the fire of their minds by nurturing 
and equipping them with opportunities and possibilities to grow in wisdom and knowledge. 
Most kids do not know what they want to do with their lives after high school. The rush of life 
is just too much for them to be able to focus on the future. Our teachers are amazingly gifted 
at walking beside our students, imparting the skills and attitudes that will lead them to aspire 
to be more than they ever imagined. 

Being equipped and nurtured as Christian leaders for an unknown future is both exhilarating 
and frightening at the same time. Through it all, we pray that our students will demonstrate 
grit, courage, wisdom, and a strong Christian faith. Our nearly 3,000 alumni are living 
testimonies of what a well-tended fire looks like. They are all examples for our current and 
future students of what happens when we seek to light fires instead of filling pails.

May you be filled with the joy of living as you share the fire of Jesus’ love with everyone!

In Christ,

Joel P. Landskroener
Executive Director

*Socrates, Plutarch, and Plato have also written a similar sentiment.

Open House Feb 15

FREE Family Movies
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• Q & A 
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 DISCUSSION PANEL
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 TRANSPORTATION SOLUTIONS 
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Save the Date
60th Anniversary 

Celebration Service
April 24, 2022 • 2 PM
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The 2021-22 edition of the 
Mayer Lutheran Mission Trip  
to Ysleta Lutheran Mission, 
not without its frustrations, 
has to be described as a 
rousing success. 

With some challenging 
worksites, including one 
where we had to haul all of 
the materials up a steep hill, 
it made for some difficult, but 
rewarding times. We finished 
all three casas, which are 
going to be a real blessing to 
the families we were working 
with, moving from either 
living with relatives, or in one 
room shacks, into a two-room 
insulated home.  

For me, watching our 
students interact with the 
children is the best part. Our 
kids were amazing, sharing 
the love of Jesus in so many 
ways. Simply put, the trip was 
amazing, as it always is.

Mission Team Completes Three Houses in Anapra
By Dave Lane  
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Hello Mayer Lutheran! If you missed the 
last edition, my name is Kari Wayman; I 
am replacing Mrs. Kelzer as the school 
counselor. 

The counseling office area has two 
spaces. I painted the first area and want 
to make it a college room. Students, 
will you help me by bringing a pennant 
from the colleges you visit? I hope we 
can collect enough to go around the 
perimeter of the entire room. Once we have some collected, 
can anyone help in sewing them together? This will give 
students ownership of the space. Our first pennant came 
from Bethany College in Mankato. Thank you to the donor!

For some juniors and seniors, PSEO classes started the third 
week in January. Parents, please be checking in with your 
child to see how things are going. As a counselor, I have no 
access to any PSEO classes or grades. Please be sure students 
are daily checking their University of Northwestern email 
account, as it is where all communication will be sent.

The ASVAB test was canceled due to weather and it has 
been rescheduled for Wednesday, February 2. This is an 
aptitude test given out by the military to determine strengths 
and weaknesses that help guide career paths. The optional 
test is geared for juniors but open to anyone. You do not 
have to be going into the military to take the test. It is given 
at no charge. 

For parents of juniors or seniors, if your child is interested 
in taking the ACT, please look at the ACT website, www.act.
org, to both register and find a test center. Mayer Lutheran 
will host the test again in June 2022. 

Now is a great time to start discussing college options. 
Spring break is a perfect time for making some college visits. 
Remember to wear comfortable walking shoes!

Parent-Teacher Conferences are coming up on February 
9th. Conferences will be virtual and will run from 3:30-8:00 
PM. Early registration will occur for parents of students who 
are requested by the teachers. The home-school connection 
is important so please sign up! If there is anything you feel I 
should know about your son/daughter, please let me know 
by phone or email.

By Kari Wayman, School Counselor
kari.wayman@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1012

Counselor’s Corner

“How beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of him who brings good 
news, who publishes peace, who brings 
good news of happiness, who publishes 
salvation, who says to Zion, ‘Your God 
reigns’.” (Isaiah 52:7)

Yes, how beautiful are those feet! There are 
many ways to proclaim the good news. The 
good news—the gospel of what Christ, in His 
obedience to the Father’s will, accomplished 
through His life, death, and resurrection for each of us.

One means by which our students at MLHS have been 
focusing on proclaiming the gospel is through our service to 
others. In the fall of 2021, our Theology department instituted 
a department-wide requirement of service hours. 

The beautiful feet of our students carry them as they are 
reaching out to provide childcare services, aiding elderly 
brothers and sisters in Christ with tasks from big to small, 
and even sharing of their “down time” to help teach future 
generations about sporting skills, or more importantly yet, 
about their Lord and Savior. 

With few exceptions, the students of Mayer Lutheran have 
had an easy task of incorporating just five hours of service 
into their already busy, demanding lives. Whether they aided 
their communities, the school, their families, or their individual 
congregations, these students with such beautiful feet have 
started a practice commanded so many times throughout 
Scripture. Serving in the name of Christ is to show His love and 
proclaim His gospel, and this is what is helping to prepare the 
next generation of Christian leaders—Christian service. 

T H E O L O G Y  D E P A R T M E N T  N E W S
By Megan Polzin  
Theology Teacher, Director of Christian Faith Development   
megan.polzin@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1017

Upcoming Choir and  
Wind Ensemble Performances

• March 7 Sacred Concert at MLHS – Choir and Wind Ensemble
• March 20 at St. Paul’s Luth. Watertown 8:00 & 10:30 Services – Choir
• May 18 Spring Concert at MLHS – Choir and Wind Ensemble

JOB OPENINGS AT MAYER LUTHERAN
Mayer Lutheran has openings for the 2022-23 school 
year for a full-time math teacher and for a full-time 
biology teacher. 

For more information or to get an application, please contact 
Mr. Wilaby, Principal by calling 952-657-2251 x1008.
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A D M I S S I O N S  D E P A R T M E N T  N E W S
By Eric Turner, Director of Enrollment  |  eric.turner@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1011, 612-250-1131 (c)

Greetings from Mayer Lutheran! 
What a great time to be a part of 
our Crusader Family! In addition 

to academic achievements within our 
classrooms, we have been blessed with 
two state championships, a successful 
Fall play, and the privilege of sending a 
large group of our students to Mexico to 
make a difference. 

These are just a few examples of the 
positive things happening here this year. 
And the great news is that enrollment 
is increasing steadily for the 2022-2023 
school year as we work toward our goal 
of forty freshmen! It’s encouraging to see 
the influx of inquiries from new families 
and the opportunities created to talk 
about MLHS. Our list of Shadow students 
scheduled to visit MLHS in the coming 
months keeps growing. We have been 
blessed with good turnouts at our recent 
Open House events and we look forward 

to hosting several more in February, 
March and April. We will be welcoming 
additional grade school students into our 
building for Visitation Days and we have 
the incredible privilege of awarding yet 
another Cologne Academy Scholarship in 
late February. 

In addition to promoting MLHS at 
our Lutheran feeder schools, we are 
seeing an ever-increasing interest from 
additional sources. Families whose 
kids currently attend public, charter 
and Catholic schools want to learn 
more about us and are giving serious 
consideration to MLHS for the future. 
One of our goals is to keep strengthening 
our presence in this “non-feeder” 
community in an effort to gain consistent 
enrollment from year to year. Establishing 
a steady stream of these new enrollees 
will help in ensuring sustainability and 
meeting our long-term goal of 225 

students by 2025. 
And, while we 
can be effective in 
generating interest 
through advertising 
and outreach 
efforts, we will always rely on the value 
of referrals and positive word-of-mouth. 

While many of the families who look 
into MLHS like much of what they see, 
they also express legitimate concerns. 
Often times, objections to MLHS involve 
our cost and the challenges related 
to logistics. Working through these 
obstacles gives us the chance to share 
some really great news! 

First, MLHS offers significant financial 
aid to families who desire a Christian 
education for their kids but can’t afford 
to pay full tuition. In fact, we have been 
blessed to award nearly $700,000 in aid 
over the last two years, making MLHS 
a reality for so many! We will work 
with any family who desires an MLHS 
education for their son or daughter and 
is willing to work hard and sacrifice to 
make it happen. 

Second, we offer transportation 
solutions to families who feel like MLHS 
is too far from home. We will pick a 
student up from almost any location and 
bring them home to make MLHS work 
for them! 

Third, there are some who say that 
MLHS is a just “sports school.” While we 
are proud of our athletic accomplishments, 
we also offer our students a variety of 
additional ways to get involved through 
our drama program, choir, band, STEM, 
Robotics, E-Sports, Trap Shooting, student 
government, local and foreign missions 
and more! We pride ourselves on being a 
small school with BIG opportunities!

Please pray that MLHS would continue 
to benefit from God’s blessings. Pray that 
more and more people are able to look 
past their objections and contact us to find 
out what being a Crusader is all about!

CONNECTED
BY CHRIST

Since 1978, Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) has 
been the fi nancial partner for The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod (LCMS). We love our investors and 
borrowers and understand LCMS ministries like no 
other. Our mission is to ensure you have the fi nancial 
resources and related solutions available to fulfi ll your 
call for God’s glory now and in the future. Contact LCEF 
to discover the possibilities.

Webster Gardens Lutheran ChurchWebster Gardens Lutheran Church
Webster Groves, Mo.

A fi nancial partner who shares 
your Lutheran beliefs 

KAI LARSON
LCEF District Vice President | Minnesota South

952-223-2163 | Kai.Larson@lcef.org

LCEF is a nonprofi t religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not FDIC-insured bank deposit 
accounts. This is not an offer to sell investments, nor a solicitation to buy. LCEF will offer and sell its securities 
only in states where authorized. The offer is made solely by LCEF’s Offering Circular. Investors should carefully 
read the Offering Circular, which more fully describes associated risks. Lutheran Church Extension Fund-
Missouri Synod. 10733 Sunset Offi ce Drive, Suite 300, St. Louis, MO 63127-1020. 800-843-5233. lcef.org. NMLS 
#3444. Illinois Residential Mortgage Licensee (MB.0006057). Loans made or arranged pursuant to a California 
Law License (6037619). For more information on LCEF’s lending license go to lcef.org/state-disclosures/. 

VISIT LCEF.ORG OR 
CALL 800-843-5233 TODAY!
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Congratulations to Kelli (Bones ’10) 
Kissak, who recently became the Lead 
Writer at Throne Publishing Group. Here’s 
the announcement from Throne Publishing 
Group:

January 7, 2022
Around 2 years ago, we had an absolute 

rockstar writer come through our Certified 
StoryWay Guide Program. She started making a big impact from 
day one! Little did we know that Kelli Kissack would become 
one of the premier writers in our network of over 50 writers and 
storytellers around the country. 

We are proud to announce that she is now the Lead Writer at 
Throne Publishing Group, serving clients around the country to 
share their stories and content and convert their spoken words 
into written words. 

Kelli brings a solid writing resume, a huge heart for story and 
robust experience with storytelling. She brings honor to every 
engagement and customer experience she has. She has an 
incredible work ethic and a championship attitude in everything 
she does!

We couldn’t be more excited to be working with Kelli on our 
team here internally and we are also happy for all the authors 
she will be working with as well. Welcome to the team Kelli! 

Interested in having Kelli write your story? Learn more about 
how she does it here --> https://thronepg.com/publishing/

Megan Schilling (‘11) is serving as 
a missionary in Portugal with Action 
International. She recently sent the 
following update.

“I made it to Portugal safe and sound! 
By God’s grace my flight and travel day 
went smoothly and I made it to Portugal as a testimony to HIS 
GOODNESS and FAITHFULNESS. This past week I have been 
adjusting to the new time zone, getting to know my team, and 
organizing my new home (with my two roommates) so that we 
can use our home for ministry. 

We are very excited to host meals, 
prayer/worship nights, and use our home 
as a place of fellowship with our friends, 
neighbors, and teams. 

Thank you so much for your generous 
donations, prayers, and support! I am so 
blessed to be in partnership with you for 
the sake of the Gospel being shared here 
in Portugal. As you can 
see from the pictures, 
Portugal is beautiful and 
I am excited to share 
about the beautiful people 
I am meeting/building 
relationships with already.”

A L U M N I  D E P A R T M E N T  N E W S
By Tim Bode, Director of Alumni Engagement  |  tim.bode@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1017,

Youth Outreach Program of Mayer Lutheran High School

Front Row (lef to righ): Olivia Corey, Ellie Shipler, Kendall Brueggemeier, Jaidee 
Goehring, Addison Humbyrd.  Back Row (left to right): Harper Hokenson, Courtney 
Tuttle, Braylin Stahlke, Bailey Bonde, Ada Hahn, Kaylee Otto.

The Mayer Knights 8th Grade Girls Basketball Team placed 
first in the MLHS Jingle Bell Jam Tournament on December 
18th!  This team is coached by Mike Corey and Ryan Stahlke.  

Front Row (left to right): Dawson Baumann, Tristan Bates, Jackson Lemke, Ian Turner Back 
Row: Shawn Bates, Jack Zajicek, Jack Hokenson, Jacoby Buhr, Cooper Bonk

The Mayer Knights Boys 5th Grade Basketball Team won first place 
in the Waconia Tournament on Saturday, January 8th!  This team is 
coached by Shawn Bates. 

Mayer Knights basketball is in full swing as we head into the  
New Year! Here are two of our recent victories.
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J-Term Classes Provide Fun Course Options
Mayer Lutheran offers January Term (J-Term for short) classes to students that provide a 
fun option for some alternative learning during the first week in January. Classes were 
held January 3–7, both on campus and at off-campus locations.

And can we say “variety?” Here’s the list of J-Term classes that were offered:
• Paper Mache Sculpture
• Painting
• Boarding School
• Crochet for a Cause
• Indoor Disc Golf
• The Art of Music Production
• Cooking with Mr. Wilaby

• Leadership in Sports Through Film
• Psychology of Performance
• Intro to Veterinary Science
• Museums Galore
• Circuits and Microcontrollers
• Spanish Movies and Crafts
• Wild ‘n Wacky Sports

From cooking to science to museums to wild and wacky sports, J-Term offers 
something that every student can enjoy! Students Crochet for a Cause

Making pasta was part of Cooking with Mr. Wilaby

Students show off ojos de Dios created in Spanish Movies and Crafts

One of the museums visited for Museums Galore was the MInneapolis Institute of ArtLearning the Art of Music Production

Paper Mache Sculptures in process

Learning to handle animals in Intro to Veterinary Science
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T H E  L A S T  W O R D
By Kevin Wilaby, Principal  |  kevin.wilaby@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1008

Crusader Period – Supporting Students
High school is challenging. Students are 
changing, maturing physically, dealing 
with emotions, and learning to deal with 
social dynamics that can change in a 
moment. Then there is the ‘brain’ side of 
high school, being stretched by courses 
that challenge students to do more than 
respond with memorized facts. 

They are pushed to discern, to 
write informatively, persuasively, and 
argumentatively and to do this with 
facts that support their thoughts and 
conclusions. They are reading textbooks 
and other literature that are written at 
a higher level, using figures of speech 
and vocabulary that require analyzation 
in order to understand. They are pushed 
to solve problems that require applying 
previous knowledge and require more 
steps than can be done in your head. 
When students get wrong answers, they 
are pushed to persevere and work to find 
the error and determine how to correct it. 

With respect to academics, each 
student is unique and has different 
intellectual gifts. Some students have 
been given by God an intellect that 
allows them to breeze through their 
courses, even the Advanced Placement 
courses. But most students come 
up against courses that significantly 
challenge them. The rigor of the 
material, the amount of work expected, 
the time required to complete 
assignments, and a lack of motivation 

can cause a derailment of a student’s 
academic train. 

Students generally do not want to get 
low grades or fail in school. But when 
students come up against an academic 
challenge, there are questions that get 
raised and the students’ actions often 
provide the answers. For example, 
is the student willing to put in the 
work and time necessary to succeed? 
Are they too embarrassed because 
they don’t understand material to 
ask a peer or a teacher for help? Are 
they willing or able to organize their 
academic responsibilities (due dates for 
assignments, quizzes, projects, and tests) 
in such a way that they meet deadlines 
and effectively allocate time to study for 
the tests? 

High school is challenging. Trying to 
better support students, Mayer Lutheran 
instituted an academic assistance period 
to help students successfully navigate 
academic challenges. At the end of the 
school day, students have what is called 
Crusader Period, a 25-minute block of 
time dedicated to academic support for 
students who need it. During this time 
students can work on assignments, they 
are encouraged to request to meet with 
teachers, and teachers can request to 
meet with students. 

The Crusader Period program provides 
a reward to students who are working 
hard and the meeting expectations. 

These students can 
be excused from this 
academic assistance 
time if they have no 
missing work and 
their grades meet the grade requirement 
of the program.  

Hopefully, this will motivate students 
to advocate more with their teachers, 
put in the required work and complete 
assignments on time, and in the end 
will lead to higher levels of academic 
achievement. Additionally, students 
may discover that they are capable of 
more than they had believed about 
themselves.

So, within the constructs of the 
Crusader Period program, is there a faith 
connection that can be made? I think 
so. In this world we value hard work and 
expect it to lead to a positive benefits 
and success. Life, however, teaches that 
hard work is not a guarantee of success. 
When it comes to our salvation, we 
know that our hard work will never be 
enough to save ourselves. We can’t earn 
our own salvation. 

Our salvation comes through our 
advocate Jesus, who did every bit of 
the hard work required, met every 
expectation, defeated death, defeated 
the devil, and gives the reward – heaven 
– to us as a free gift through faith.

Congratulations to SnoFest King Tyler and Queen Brynn

SnoFest Court, left to right: Sydney Rahne, Myles Thompson, Bree Noerenberg, Carson Gutknecht, Allie Rasmussen, Tyler Gilb, Tyler 
Neitzel, Brynn Martin, Shayla Tondera, Brady Engen, Julia Carns, Isaac Hahn, Lauren Rapp, Joe Ims, Kallea Waldron, and Zach Nelson.

SnoFest 2022 at MLHS kicked off 
with coronation on Friday, January 
21, where Tyler Neitzel and Brynn 
Martin were crowned king and 
queen. 

Festivities continued the week of 
January 24 with student dress-up 
days, daily Minute to Win It contests, 
and both boys and girls basketball 
games. SnoFest week concluded 
with a Sadie Hawkins dance on 
Saturday evening.
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To God All Praise and Glory!

60th Anniversary 
Celebration Service
Mayer Lutheran High School will be 
celebrating 60 years of preparing the 
next generation of Christian leaders 
with a special celebration service on 
Sunday, April 24 at 2 PM. 

The service will be held in the MLHS 
Fine Arts Center Auditorium, and will 
feature Rev. Keith Grimm (‘83) as the 
guest preacher, Rev. Joshua Parrish 
(’13) as the liturgist, and Rev. Fred Hinz 
(‘70) as the scripture reader.

Following the service, there will be a 
light luncheon and an opportunity to ex-
plore the MLHS campus. Please mark 
your calendars and plan to join us!

1961

2022

Save the Date!


