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November 2022

Dear Friends of Mayer Lutheran High School Students,

Advent greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ from your family at Mayer Lutheran High School! 

The following Advent devotions, written by the students at 
Mayer Lutheran, are our gift to you. This year’s edition is the 
seventeenth year we have published these meditations. The 
season of Advent offers a perfect time to reflect on the saving 

work of Jesus and to look ahead to the day when we will be with Him and all the 
saints in heaven, where the celebration will never end. It is that sure hope that 
makes our ministry to young people so essential and special. 

For the past sixty-one trips around the sun, Mayer Lutheran High School has prepared 
the next generation of Christian leaders. This year, like the previous, is filled with 
blessing, hope, opportunity, optimism, and a deep-seated belief that what we do 
matters. Election years often bring the importance of strong leadership to the 
forefront and this year is no exception. The world needs Christian leaders—people 
of integrity, compassion, wisdom, patience, humility and service—as a reflection of 
the faith in the Newborn King given to them by the Holy Spirit. While we may not be 
perfect in this quest, we are intentional in pursuing our mission. Mayer Lutheran is a 
place like no other and we are grateful and humbled to take on this task every day.

Thank you for your prayerful support and encouragement for the vibrant asset in 
God’s Church that is Mayer Lutheran High School! We once again have a special 
opportunity to grow our school and help many families in need. Thanks to a 
generous donor, each gift we receive in 2022 towards the Timothy Scholarship 
Fund will be matched, dollar for dollar, up to $40,000! We praise God for his 
faithful people who are convinced that preparing the next generation of Christian 
leaders is essential. When you provide a gift using the enclosed envelope, please 
indicate that you intend for your support to go towards the Timothy Scholarship 
Fund if you desire.

We pray that you will grow closer to the Lord as you read these devotions and that 
the Holy Spirit prepares your hearts for the coming of Jesus. May you and your 
family always be faithful and may we all, together, continue to prepare the next 
generation of Christian leaders with joy, energy, courage, and generosity of time, 
talents, and treasure. 

God’s richest blessings to you this Advent season, Christmas, and throughout the 
New Year!

Prepared to Excel for the sake of the Gospel,

Joel P. Landskroener
Executive Director, Mayer Lutheran High School
952-657-2251 x1007, joel.landskroener@mayerlutheran.org



INVOCATION
The sign of the cross may be made in remembrance of Holy Baptism.
L: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
ALL: Amen.

ADVENT HYMN
The appropriate candle(s) on the family Advent wreath may be lit as the following 
verse is sung:
ALL: Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel,
 And ransom captive Israel,
 That mourns in lonely exile here
 Until the Son of God appear.
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
 Shall come to you, O Israel.

PRAYER OF THE WEEK
The Leader speaks the appropriate prayer of the week.

L: Let us pray.

First Week in Advent
L:  Stir up, we implore you, Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection 

we may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and be saved by 
Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

ALL: Amen.

Second Week in Advent 
L:  Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, 

that at His second coming we may worship Him in purity; who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

ALL: Amen.

Third Week in Advent 
L:  Almighty God, through John the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ, You once pro-

claimed salvation; now grant that we may know this salvation and serve You 
in holiness and righteousness all the days of our lives; through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.

ALL: Amen.

Fourth Week in Advent 
L:  Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come among us with great might; and because 

we are sorely hindered by our sins, let Your bountiful grace and mercy speedily 

A BRIEF ORDER FOR FAMILY DEVOTIONS IN ADVENT



help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

ALL: Amen.
READING FROM SCRIPTURE

One of the following readings may be read, or another reading appointed to go with an 
Advent devotional may be read instead. Discussion may follow.

November 28 Isaiah 7:14
November 29 Romans 13:11–14
November 30 Zechariah 9:9–12
December 1 Matthew 1:18–25 
December 2 Matthew 28:18–25 
December 3 1 Kings 8:1–11
December 4 1 Corinthians 1:20–25
December 5 Proverbs 8:22–31
December 6 1 Kings 3:1–15
December 7 Luke 2:8–14
December 8 Romans 10:8–13
December 9 Philippians 2:6–11
December 10 1 Samuel 16:1–13
December 11 Isaiah 11:1–5

December 12 Matthew 1:1–17
December 13 2 Samuel 7:8–16
December 14 Isaiah 9:2–7
December 15 Luke 1:26–33
December 16 John 1:1–9
December 17 John 8:12
December 18 1 Peter 2:4–10
December 19 Matthew 2:1–12
December 20 Luke 2:21–40
December 21 Matthew 28:16–20
December 22 Romans 9:6–9
December 23 Luke 2:1–7
December 24 Luke 2:8–12
December 25 Luke 2:13–20

READING FROM A DEVOTIONAL BOOKLET
Someone may read from the Advent devotional booklet, or another Advent activity may 
be done. Discussion may follow.

PRAYERS
Special prayers may be offered by the leader or by others in the family as appropriate.
The prayers conclude with the Lord’s Prayer as follows:

L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray...

ALL:  Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come; 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
The sign of the cross may again be made in remembrance of Holy Baptism.

L: The almighty and merciful God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless 
 us and keep us.

ALL: Amen.



November 27, 2022
Romans 13:11–14

Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from 
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now that when we first believed. The night 
is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and 
put on the armor of light.  Romans 13:11-12

What We’re Waiting For

Waiting is difficult. Maybe you must wait for a traffic light during rush hour 
that seems to take forever to change. Or you might have a big day tomorrow 
that feels like it will never arrive. It can be difficult to have patience and wait 
for things both great and small. With all this waiting in our life, we should 
remember to have patience. God will always be there at these times. We do 
not wait alone. 

As we celebrate Advent, we remember the waiting of the Children of 
Israel. From the last word of the last Old Testament prophet to the birth of 
Jesus in Bethlehem, four hundred years passed. Then, our Savior was born 
to begin His amazing work on earth for our salvation. Jesus lived among 
us, suffered and died on the terrible cross, rose from the dead on the first 
Easter, and ascended into heaven with a promise that He will return. We 
await the day when Jesus will return to take all believers to heaven. Paul 
tells us that “salvation is nearer to us now that when we first believed” (v. 
11). What a joy to know that the salvation of God is near. Jesus is coming on 
the last day and we are eager for His return. But before that day comes, we 
wait patiently.

While we wait, it is important for us to use this time to serve Jesus and 
share the Gospel with others. Let us cast our burdens and troubles on 
Him. As we wait, the Holy Spirit will empower us to “cast off the works of 
darkness and put on the armor of light” (v. 12) as we fight the good fight 
of faith against the temptations of the world. May we be filled by the Holy 
Spirit to endure the darkness of life in a sinful world and wait with great 
patience for the day when we will see Jesus face to face.

Heavenly Father, please help us to be patient and wait for whatever 
challenges You have set before us. By your Holy Spirit, let us be 
prepared for when Jesus returns on the last day. We pray with 
confidence in the name of Your only Son, Jesus Christ, Who died on the 
cross to save us from our sins. Amen.

BY CHLOE MAETZOLD



November 28, 2022
1 Corinthians 1:3-9

[T]hat in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all 
knowledge— even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you— 
so that you are not lacking in any gift, as you wait for the revealing of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  1 Corinthians 1:5-7

Preparation Through Jesus

For most people, Advent is a time for getting ready for Christmas. For high 
school students, it is a time to prepare for semester exams. I know that 
whatever score I get on my finals has a huge impact on my grade, causing 
lots of stress. I always study super hard preparing for my finals, so I can 
receive a high grade. Thanks to our teachers, I have all the information 
and resources to do well. The extra work allows me to be fully prepared. 
Without the effort I put into studying for my finals, my grades would suffer.

In today’s reading, Paul shares how we have been enriched with 
everything we need for our salvation. Unlike finals, where our success is 
predicted by the effort we put in getting ready for them, our relationship 
with the Lord is not based upon our own hard work and dedication. If we 
had anything to do with making ourselves right with God in the hopes of 
earning eternal life, we would certainly fail. God knows this and loves us so 
much that He sent Jesus to do what we are powerless to achieve. When He 
was born two thousand years ago, the Messiah began the long journey to 
the cross, taking our place for the death we deserve. His suffering, death, 
and resurrection is comforting. In His great love, God gave us everything we 
need to enter His heavenly kingdom.

As God’s redeemed children, He has given us all the tools we need to serve 
and honor Him. By Spirit-given faith alone, we trust that “the testimony 
about Christ was confirmed among [us]” (v.6) and we share that testimony 
in all we do and say. The best tool we have been given is Jesus. Jesus lived 
a perfect life healing the sick, serving the destitute and outcasts, teaching 
through parables, and, most importantly, dying on the cross. Jesus is the 
best friend to have, because He is always reliable and will point us in the 
right direction. Just like when preparing for finals, we have everything we 
need to succeed in life because of Jesus. May we find great joy in this fact 
and may we share that joy with others.

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, thank You for this day. Thank You for 
sending Your one and only Son, Jesus, to this earth to live and die for 
us. Help us take what You have blessed us with, and apply it to our lives 
so we have may draw nearer to You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

BY HUNTER ARVIG



November 29, 2022
Mark 13: 33–37 

Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the time will come. 
Mark 13:33

Preparing for the Time Unknown 

Waiting is a task everyone struggles with in their lives. Being patient is hard. 
Some people cannot sit through a single church service. Others cannot wait 
for Christmas and all its festivities. All of us, though, struggle to wait for the 
second coming of Jesus Christ.

As Mark shared in today’s reading, we do not know when Jesus will 
return. Thus, we should be ready to greet Him at any minute in our lives. 
As we wait, we can think about what Jesus Christ has done for us, read 
Scriptures, pray, and worship Him.

Yet, we are not always ready. We lie, steal, and harm each other. We forget 
about Jesus Christ as we use our time to be entertained and take on the 
many tasks the world demands. We lose patience when the waiting becomes 
too long. Some people even stop waiting and deny Jesus as Lord. If Jesus 
came down at this moment, who would be awake to greet Jesus? Very few.

As we wait, though, there is good news. Jesus did die for us on the cross. 
He saved us from all our sins and, by conquering death on the first Easter, 
ensured eternal life would be ours and all who confess Him as Savior. He 
ascended into heaven and declared that He would return. His promise that 
every believer in Christ will live with Him forever in heaven is trustworthy 
and certain. For what Jesus has done for us, and what He will do for us in the 
future, waiting is not burdensome. By sending the Holy Spirit to dwell in our 
hearts, we can now serve Jesus with our time, talents, and treasure as we 
wait. 

When the time comes, Jesus Christ will come again and give us eternal life 
in heaven. In the meantime, let us pray, praise and give thanks to Jesus for 
granting us salvation and a bright hope for the future.

Almighty and most merciful God, Thank You for sending your only son, 
Jesus Christ, to live a perfect life on earth, to die for us, and to rise on 
that third day to save us from our sins. You have promised that, one day, 
Jesus Christ will come again to give every believer eternal life and bring 
us to heaven where You live. Until that time, help all believers to wait 
for Jesus Christ in service to You and others. Help us to be awake and be 
ready when Jesus Christ comes down for us. For God’s glory in the name 
of Jesus we pray, Amen.

BY YOUNGMIN OH



November 30, 2022
John 1:1–5

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was with God in the beginning.  John 1:1-2

The Wait for Christmas

During the season of Advent and the days leading up to Christmas, many 
children around the world wonder what they will receive on Christmas Day. 
They try their best to wait, but they are so filled with joy and anticipation, 
that waiting becomes hard. Around Christmas, the parents or loved ones are 
also waiting anxiously to see the children’s expressions when they receive 
the presents that year. After the gifts are opened, however, there are usually 
one of two emotions shown: disappointment or overwhelming joy. These 
two emotions are also how the people in Jesus’ time reacted to the greatest 
present of all.

After Adam and Eve had sinned, people grew impatient waiting for the 
Messiah to come and save them. The people at that time were like small 
children waiting to open presents. They became impatient and had a very 
difficult time waiting for their moment to open their present. God, on the 
other hand, is like the parent giving the gift. He had Jesus planned since the 
beginning of time, as it says in John 1:2, “He was with God in the beginning.” 

When Jesus finally arrived at Christmas, the people reacted in the same 
way as children do now. Many people were overjoyed to finally have the 
Messiah; others, who did not understand, were disappointed, or worse. Yet, 
God loves His children and sent us His Son to save us on the cross, so we can 
all be with Him forever. God’s unconditional love is showered upon us at 
Christmas in the gift of Jesus and, no matter what, He continues to offer the 
gift of Jesus even to us today.

Dear good and gracious God, thank You for sending us the most perfect 
gift possible in Jesus. We know that we are your children and you sent us 
Jesus to save us from our impatient habits and our sinful actions. Please 
be with us as we wait in this time of Advent and throughout the rest of 
our lives. In the name of Your most perfect gift, Jesus Christ, Amen.

BY ASHLYN GUSE



December 1, 2022
John 1:6–9

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, 
to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. He was not 
the light, but came to bear witness about the light. The true light, which gives 
light to everyone, was coming into the world.  John 1:6-9

Light of the World

The word “light” appears 216 times in the English Standard Version of the 
Bible. In the Gospel of John alone, it appears twenty-two times. But why 
would the Bible care so much about light? What does light have to do with 
God’s plan for grace and salvation? 

Light is life-giving. The sun provides us with the ability to see, keeps the 
Earth at the correct temperature, and facilitates many chemical reactions, 
like photosynthesis. The sun is incredibly important for life. Just like Jesus! 
In the first verses of his Gospel. John shared a metaphor that compares 
Jesus to light since He is essential for our eternal life. John’s metaphor is an 
apt description of our Savior. 

But this comparison of Jesus to light raises legitimate questions. Why 
do we need a Savior like we need light? How does a man provide the same 
life-giving qualities? We are born sinful. We cannot stop sinning. Humanity 
has been sinning since the Fall in the Garden of Eden. We are incapable 
of perfection. And without perfection, there is no way we can stand in the 
presence of God. Life would be hopeless, dark, and dreary.

Enter Jesus. True God, true man, He lived the perfect life of which we are 
incapable. He died the horrible, awful death that we deserve. He rose from 
the grave in order that we might be saved. As we celebrate Advent this year, 
let us rejoice as we watch with eager anticipation for the wonderful Light 
about whom John the Baptist testified. By the power of the Holy Spirit, 
may you confess with John that Jesus, who gives His living light to all who 
believe, has come into the world to save all people, and give them eternal 
life. Certainly, “[t]he true light, which gives light to everyone” has arrived!

Dear Lord, thank You for coming to rescue us. Let us focus on You 
throughout every season of our lives as we wait eagerly for Your 
return. Forgive us for our sinfulness, when we forget that there is 
nothing more important than You. Thank You for sending Your only 
Son to die for us. In His name we pray, Amen.

BY REBECCA TREDRAY



December 2, 2022
Jeremiah 33:14-16

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise 
I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah.”  Jeremiah 33:14

Patience

Waiting is something that we all must do. Advent is especially hard because 
of all the presents that we have awaiting us under the tree when Christmas 
arrives. Our reading from Jeremiah is a firm reminder that God keeps His 
promises. From God’s promise in the Garden of Eden to send a Savior, to 
Jesus’ promise to return, God makes promises, and when He does, He keeps 
them. We wait for Him to fulfill them—a very hard task. Like impatient 
toddlers, we do not like to have to wait for things. In this day of instant 
gratification, we would rather have everything available at our fingertips, 
with the ability for things to happen the second we want them to. That’s not 
how God works, though.

God does things in His time. He tells us what He will do but not when He 
will do it. As we await the second coming of Jesus, we have no choice but to 
wait. Because we are imperfect, we may grow impatient for that glorious 
day, or worse, lose confidence that it will ever happen at all. The birth of 
Jesus in the tiny Judean town of Bethlehem shows that God never forgets His 
promises, nor us! Even though waiting is hard, we can patiently anticipate 
the day when we will be with Jesus by reading His Word, worshipping Him, 
and finding comfort with other believers that, one day, He will come back 
and take all believers to heaven to live with Him for eternity.

Dear God, we know that You always keep Your promises. Please give us 
patience as we wait for the day that Jesus will return to bring us all to 
You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

BY JACK BAUMANN



December 3, 2022
Isaiah 6:5–8

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from 
his roots shall bear fruit. And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the 
Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit 
of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. And his delight shall be in the fear of 
the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what 
his ears hear, but with righteousness, he shall judge the poor, and decide with 
equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of 
his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness 
shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins. Isaiah 11:1-5 

The Righteous Reign

When Adam and Eve disobeyed God and ate from the Tree of the Knowledge 
of Good and Evil, sin came into the world and man was doomed to die. Even 
as God spoke the verdict to them, He mercifully promised a Messiah to save 
them from their sin. Later, the prophets predicted the coming Messiah long 
before He arrived. The people of Israel hoped the Messiah would be an 
earthly king and free them from their godless earthly rulers. Today’s reading 
shares the amazing and wonderful traits that the Messiah would exhibit.

When Jesus was born, the prophets’ words came true. Even though God 
kept His promise, the very people Jesus came to save turned their backs 
on Him. They wanted an earthly king and He did not quite meet their 
expectations. Despite their rebellion, Jesus still saved them from their sins 
by living a perfect life, dying on the cross as an innocent man, and rising 
from the grave the first Easter. The Holy Spirit used the early evangelists to 
help people finally understand who Jesus was and how He had saved them 
from eternal death.

Just like the people of Jesus’ day, we also turn our backs on God. But God 
is faithful, even when we are not. Jesus came to earth for a purpose, and He 
fulfilled it on the cross. Jesus will come back again and take all believers 
to live in His righteous kingdom in heaven. What a precious blessing to be 
called followers of Christ and to live under His reign as redeemed and saved 
creatures! Praise God!

Dear God, Thank You for sending Your Son Jesus to save us and to bring 
us to repentence. Please help us not to turn our backs on You in times 
of trouble and to remain always faithful to You. Send your Holy Spirit 
to stir up our faith so that we might spread Your love throughout the 
world. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

BY JORDAN TAYLOR



December 4, 2022
Romans 15:4–13 

For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, 
that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we 
might have hope. May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you 
to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that 
together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the 
glory of God.  Romans 15:4-7

Prepared to Rejoice

Some people wonder if they are going to Heaven. They wonder if they are 
good enough. The world tells us we cannot accept free, everlasting salvation. 
There simply must be a price for everything and we must somehow pay it. 
In reality, through His grace, God gave us His Son to die for us so we will 
have salvation that we cannot earn ourselves.

In Romans 15, Paul informs us that in the Bible, we discover what God 
has instructed us to do. And, more importantly, what God has done for us in 
Jesus. God’s Word points out how we have failed to keep His law perfectly 
and that we cannot earn nor deserve eternal life. But His Word also shares 
that “through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope” 
(v.4). Because of the hope we have in Christ Jesus, Christians can worship 
and glorify our loving God. We have the grand opportunity to encourage 
believers and nonbelievers to do so as we gather for worship each Sunday. 
Indeed, when we encourage one another and build each other up in the 
Christian faith, we “welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for 
the glory of God” (v.7).

Jesus knows we are not perfect, so He came to the earth to do a most 
remarkable thing about it. He lived a perfect life and died on the cross to 
forgive our sins. When we read the Bible, it reassures us of God’s grace 
through Christ. As we hear of God’s forgiveness and unconditional love, we 
are empowered by the Holy Spirit to share this good news to everyone. The 
Gospel moves us to live in harmony with one another, rejoicing, because 
we know God has forgiven us and has prepared a place for us in Heaven. 
What an awesome gift we have been given! As we walk together this Advent 
season, let us live in hope and rejoice with confidence in a bright and sure 
future with Jesus.

Heavenly Father, You are a forgiving God and we thank You for sending 
your only Son to die on the cross for our sins so that we may have eternal 
life. Help us to remember Your mercy and rejoice with one another 
because of Your grace. In these final days, help us to calm our minds and 
focus on You. In the name of Your only Son, Jesus Christ, Amen.

BY SHELBY BUHR 



December 5, 2022
Psalm 43:3–5

“Why, my soul, are you downcast? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope  
in God.”  Psalm 43:5

Hope Through Preparation

What is hope? Google will tell you that it is “A feeling of desire for a 
certain thing to happen.” The Bible defines it a little differently in terms 
of an “excited expectation or indication of certainty” (Heb. 11:1). These 
definitions seem like they can work together, but the distinction is 
important. 

We read about hope in the Bible 129 times. Today’s passage from Psalm 
43 is just one of those places. We may not think of hope in the way that 
Scripture teaches. The reason that the definition is important is because the 
use of the word changes depending on how it is defined. Anyone can simply 
be excited or wish that something will happen. The origin of this kind of 
hope is just imagination, futile wishing. The hope of Scriptures has its roots 
in the Holy Spirit. Preparation is a key element in understanding the Biblical 
use of hope. One can have certainty and confidence in things only if they can 
be sure that those things will happen in accordance with the preparation 
intricately tied into the thing hoped for. In John 14, for example, Jesus tells 
us he has prepared a place for us in Heaven and will one day take us there.

Scripture explicitly teaches us that we cannot affect Christ’s second 
coming or be like Him on our own. We cannot by our own power become 
Christ-like. Only the Holy Spirit can do that. As we wait, it is easy to lose 
hope. We cannot, on our own, come to Jesus. Through the work of the Holy 
Spirit, though, our relationship with our Heavenly Father is strengthened. 
The Holy Spirit prepares us for Christ, and because of His preparation we 
can have hope, putting our confidence in everything that the LORD has 
promised us in His Word. 

Dear Heavenly Father, You tell us in your Word that we cannot by our 
own power or strength keep Your commands, and we know that if this 
was the end of the story, we would not be able to have confidence in 
our salvation. Thank You for Your endless love which You bestow upon 
us, and for sending Your Holy Spirit to prepare us so that we can have a 
confident hope in Your promises. All this we pray in Jesus’ name, Amen.

BY JOSIAH CLARK



December 6, 2022
John 1:6-9

He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. The true light, 
which gives light to everyone, was coming to the world.  John 1:8-9

God is Our Light

If you grew up learning about Jesus Christ, you have probably been told that 
you should spread and share the Gospel to others. Have you ever explained 
God’s Word to anyone? If you have, it is a great feeling. Sharing Jesus is like 
lighting a candle in a dark place, providing hope and purpose to people who, 
without illumination, are lost.

In today’s reading, we hear about an amazing person called to prepare the 
world for the coming of Jesus. John the Baptist was moved by the Holy Spirit 
to proclaim the truth about his cousin, Jesus. But Jesus was more than a 
mere relative. He was the Messiah promised long ago. While John eventually 
lost his life because of his work in proclaiming Jesus as the Lamb of God, 
he set a good example for us as we ponder our opportunities to tell others 
about Jesus.

God works through us to speak to others and share His Word to a specific 
person or group. He may be using you right now in someone’s life to point 
them in God’s direction, just like John the Baptist! Faith comes by hearing 
God’s Word. Our efforts to share that very Word may bring people to faith. 
Yet, as we do so, we know that, as satisfying as it may be, we can take no 
credit. Like John, we are not the light. The words we offer have power from 
the Holy Spirit and to Him goes all the credit.

This Advent, let us look for opportunities to share this Good News: 
Through His eternal love for us, Jesus died for our sins on the cross and 
there is nothing that we need to do to earn salvation since God has done it 
for us as the Holy Spirit took God’s Word and created faith within us. This is 
the message that will provide light in the darkness of our broken world.

Heavenly Father, You are the Light that shines through us, and You are 
the true Light that gives sight to everyone. Help us to trust in You and 
work through us to deliver your Word to others. In the name of Jesus, 
the Light of the world, Amen. 

BY SAM RANDS



December 7, 2022
Matthew 1:18-25

“She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken 
by the prophet.  Matthew 1:21-22

Birth of the Savior

Have you ever lied? Cheated? Stolen anything? We commit these sins, and 
many more, each day. Since sin came into the world when Adam and Eve ate 
the forbidden fruit, it has been impossible for humans to stop doing those 
things that the Lord has forbidden in His Word. For centuries, people have 
tried to make themselves right before God, but they always fall short. They 
cannot stop sinning. Indeed, our efforts are futile.

Our helplessness led to hopelessness until God shared His plan for our 
salvation. In Matthew, when the angel tells Joseph of the Messiah who 
is coming through his soon-to-be wife, we hear those marvelous words 
of sweet Gospel: “She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, 
for he will save his people from their sins” (v.21). The birth of Jesus was 
the start of God’s plan for our salvation foretold many years ago in the 
Old Testament, a plan that was started as soon as Adam fell into sin in 
the Garden of Eden. The promise of a Savior was predicted through the 
prophets. The faithful words in Scripture informed God’s people so they 
could know of God’s intentions and wait with a sure hope that His promises 
would be fulfilled in Jesus. This plan for our salvation would be completed 
when Jesus died on the cross and came back to life on Easter.

 As we celebrate Advent, this time of waiting in the church year, let 
us rejoice in the words shared with Joseph by the angel. Praise be to God 
that Jesus saved us from our sins, just as we were told, and that He will one 
day come again to take us to live with Him forever!

Dear God, please help us in this time of Advent to remember what 
You promised to us through the prophets and what you fulfilled in the 
work of our Savior, Jesus. It is in His name we pray, Amen.

BY BRAYDEN BURY



December 8, 2022
John 12:35-36

Walk while you have the light, lest darkness overtake you. The one who walks 
in the darkness does not know where he is going.  John 12:35

The Light of Jesus

There was at least one point in every person’s life where they were afraid 
of the dark. As a child you may have feared the unknowns that hid in the 
darkness, making it difficult to relax enough to get some much-needed 
sleep. How did you solve that problem? For many, the simple solution is a 
nightlight. Even just that tiny extra bit of light is enough to calm fears and 
bring a feeling of security. That’s how powerful even a small light in the 
darkness can be.

Even though, as you get older, the fear of the darkness tends to fade, 
there is a darkness we should still fear —the darkness of sin and the devil. 
Especially during the Advent season, we are tempted to walk into darkness 
and focus only on the superficial aspects of the season. There is a constant 
temptation from the devil to ignore Jesus and instead focus on anticipating 
presents, watching cheesy Christmas movies, and preparing food for all 
the Christmas festivities. However, as Jesus tells us in John, “The one who 
walks in darkness does not know where he is going.” The true meaning of 
Christmas lies with our Light, Jesus.

Throughout Advent, we can focus on Jesus and all that He has done for 
us. On the first Christmas more than 2000 years ago, Jesus was born a man 
so that he could fulfill the promise of a Savior shared by the prophets many 
years before. As a man, he would walk the earth and be tempted like every 
other man. Yet, he was perfect, and ultimately died an innocent death on the 
cross for our sins. Thanks to His sacrifice for us, we never have to fear the 
darkness of sin, death, and the devil again. 

Every Advent and Christmas we are reminded that we celebrate because 
Jesus loved us and sacrificed Himself for us. We are so blessed that we have 
the Messiah to light our lives and bring us security and confidence against 
the darkness of this sinful world.

Dear God, You promise us that You are with us and love us every 
day. Please help us to remember Your love and the real reason for 
Christmas. Allow us to stand strong amidst the temptations during this 
season and keep our eyes pointed toward Jesus and His sacrifice for 
our salvation. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

BY ALLIE RASMUSSEN



December 9, 2022
Ephesians 5:6–14 

“Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”
  Ephesians 5:14b

Wake Up and Realize What’s Ahead

Have you ever shown up to class one day and forgotten you had a big test? 
You would likely fail it and would try to do better next time. Or maybe you 
had a big game, were not prepared for your opponent, and ended up losing. 
You do not want to be that person who is seldom prepared since it can raise 
anxiety and diminish performance at work, in the classroom, or on the 
court. For success in life, being prepared is essential. 

In today’s reading, Paul urges us to avoid darkness and seek the light of 
Jesus. In our spiritual life, we are told to be prepared. God lets us know in 
several ways that Jesus is coming back to this earth one day. Like the people 
of the Old Testament, we, too, need to be prepared for this coming Messiah. 
When we look to the cross, we are reminded of what Jesus endured in his 
earthly life so we can live with Him. God gave us the Bible so we can read 
and study His awesome plan of salvation and to help us grow in our faith in 
Christ Jesus. Worshipping Jesus with others on a regular basis provides the 
blessing of His Word and Sacraments, the means of grace, that help our faith 
grow as we prepare for Jesus’ return. 

God provides opportunities to grow in our faith as we wait for Jesus. His 
Word provides a game plan that directs our lives and leads us in faithful 
service to God and to one another. In the midst of our sinful world, we will 
have temptations that seek to keep us from following the Lord and His 
Gospel. But by the amazing gift of the Holy Spirit, we are able to wake up 
and rejoice in what lies ahead, eternity with Christ in heaven. Praise be to 
God for helping us stay awake and see His goodness, grace and mercy every 
day of our life!

Dear Heavenly Father, thank You for sending Your Son to us so we can 
have eternal life. We would be lost without You and our life would 
be hopeless. By the power of the Holy Spirit, keep us focused on the 
cross and Your Word so that we do not fear the future. All this we pray 
through Your Son Jesus’ name, Amen.

BY MADELINE GUETZKOW



December 10, 2022
Colossians 1:15 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 
Colossians 1:15

Where True Joy and Peace Lie

Life provides many struggles. Everyone is challenged by something, whether 
it be everyday struggles or life-changing events. Either way, these struggles 
can take away true joy and peace in our lives. As we take on the challenges 
of life, sometimes worldly happiness become our one and only goal—a 
goal that is not a permanent solution to our woes. Despite our best effort, 
happiness found in this world is a temporary concept, since we will always 
have trials and tribulations. Chasing happiness is a worldly task that causes 
us to lose sight of what truly matters—our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Paul wrote in today’s reading from Colossians that Jesus is “the firstborn 
of all creation.” He has been, and always will be, there for us, blessing us 
with true joy and peace. Through His perfect life, sacrificial death on the 
cross, and His glorious resurrection, we are now made whole. Even though 
trials and tribulations surround us, we receive joy and peace when we look 
to Jesus, who existed long before any of our hardships appeared. No matter 
what trouble we experience in this life, Jesus knows and cares for us. After 
all, He carried our burdens to the cross. Isaiah prophesied this long before 
Jesus arrived in Bethlehem: “But he was pierced for our transgressions; he 
was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought 
us peace,  and with his wounds we are healed.” (53:5)

And yet, our challenges continue to consume us. Even with the many 
promises of Christ-given peace in Scripture, we can still be overwhelmed 
with life. At those times, it is our joy to turn to Jesus in prayer and study 
His Word so that we may be refreshed and encouraged. It is a privilege 
to receive His very body and blood in the Sacrament to be strengthened 
and forgiven to equip us to take on life and to live in true joy. Through His 
sacrifice we have received everlasting life, a gift that will never be taken 
away from us. Praise God that we can now live in joy and peace every day of 
our life! 

Dear Lord, thank You for the gift of Your Son and Your everlasting love. 
The joy and peace You give through Jesus helps us in our lives. Please 
encourage and equip us during difficult times in life to remember the 
joy and peace that only You give. It is through Your Son that we are 
reminded to not chase happiness, but instead look to You for true joy. 
In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we pray, Amen.

BY MAKAYLA SMOAK



December 11, 2022
Isaiah 60:1–3 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen 
upon you. For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the 
peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon 
you. And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your 
rising.  Isaiah 60:1-3

Oh, Christmas Tree!

As a child, Christmas morning was always exciting for me. It was something 
I would look forward to all year. The night before I could hardly sleep. On 
Christmas morning I would wake up before the sunrise because I could not 
hold my excitement any longer. I would wake my brother up with me. We 
would run downstairs to find our beautiful Christmas tree lit up, shading 
all of the presents that hid underneath it. Since we had to wait until our 
parents woke up, all we could do was look and take it in, growing more and 
more impatient. 

A lot of the time we get caught up in the pretty lights and colors of 
Christmas. We stress about making everything perfect and shiny. However, 
we are the ones in the darkness. We stand in the blackness of sin and 
eternal death. Into this conditions steps Jesus, the only One who can make 
our lives truly bright. He is like the tall Christmas tree that stands in all its 
glory, but who will one day die on the cross to save us. He takes away the 
darkness of our sin and makes us whole again. No present, light bulb, or 
Christmas ornament can ever outshine Him. All this He does only out of his 
Godly love for us. We can never earn His love or repay Him for His sacrifice 
for us. All we can do is praise Him—forever! 

The next time you see your bright Christmas tree glowing, think about 
how Jesus is your saving light in the darkness. You are saved, for indeed, 
“your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.”  
Praise God!

Dear Jesus, You alone are the One who adds light to our lives. Let us 
look to You when we are lost in the darkness of sin and hopelessness. 
Guide us to shine Your light to others during this Advent and Christ-
mas season and into the future. In Your name we pray, Amen.

BY JULIA MAETZOLD



December 12, 2022
Psalm 43:3-5

Send out your light and your truth; let them lead me; let them bring me to your 
holy hill and to your dwelling! Then I will go to the altar of God, to God my 
exceeding joy, and I will praise you with the lyre, O God, my God. Why are you 
cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil within me? Hope in God; for I 
shall again praise him, my salvation and my God.  Psalm 43:3-5

The Light in Our Lives

In the beginning, there was complete darkness until God said, “Let there be 
light.” Once there was light, everything else was perfectly created by God’s 
spoken Word. The world would be nothing but dark and empty if there was 
no light. When light was created, life on earth was ultimately dependent on 
the nourishment of the sun.

God is the light in our lives and without Him, we would be dark, empty, 
and without purpose. He lights up our lives with the truth of the Gospel. By 
the power of the Holy Spirit, we become lights to stand out in the world’s 
darkness so we can show others the truth found in God’s Word and lead 
them to Him. After Jesus’ death on the cross for our sins, salvation became a 
reality for all. If it wasn’t for God sending His Son to die and rise again from 
the grave, we would be eternally condemned to dark, bitter hell. Certainly, 
we should live lives of gratitude to witness to others the joy of life in Jesus.

Even though we are all sinners, we can still reflect God’s light in our lives 
through our words and deeds. When we confess that Jesus paid for our 
sins on the cross, the Holy Spirit enables us to be a light and a guide for 
others to follow Him. When others see our joy-filled lives in the Lord, they 
will be drawn to Jesus as well. After all, God wants all people to be saved 
and to shine as lights that will guide others to God’s “holy hill and to [His] 
dwelling” where they will experience “exceeding joy.” Being saved through 
God’s grace alone, we are empowered to shed light on the dark and sinful 
world that needs the light of Christ to live forever in His presence.

Dear Lord, thank You for sending Jesus to die on a cross to pay for 
everyone’s sins, making them a light for others. Help those who are not 
a light for You, or may not recognize Your light, to know and trust in You. 
Comfort those who are struggling with spiritual darkness in their lives 
and empower us with your Spirit to show them Your Gospel light. Help 
us be more like You in all we say and do. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

BY SHELBY BUHR



December 13, 2022
Psalm 119:105-106

Your word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path.  Psalm 119:105

Our Forever Guide

Achluophobia… the fear of darkness. Based on a survey from a few years 
ago conducted by SelfHelpCollective.com, darkness happens to be the 
fourth most common fear among people. Why is that? People fear darkness 
because they do not know what it conceals. Darkness also takes people 
from being grounded in reality and presents possibilities that no one would 
think could be possible in the light. For example, in the daytime, a child will 
feel perfectly safe, but as soon as that light is turned off, there just might be 
a monster in the corner of his room. People tend to fear what they do not 
know. In complete darkness, there are no certainties and our minds go wild 
with strange thoughts.

Life can feel pretty dark. It can feel confusing and hard to navigate to the 
extent that sometimes it feels like you’re entirely in the dark. Indecision, 
uncertainty, and fear grips us at times and we end up paralyzed by fear. This 
feeling in our lives is so common that it may seem normal. Not knowing any 
better, we simply accept it as just a part of life. It does not have to be that 
way though. 

The Psalmist shares in today’s reading that God’s “word is a lamp to 
our feet and a light to our path.” This means that we don’t have to trust 
ourselves anymore, and, through God’s Word, He will guide us through the 
darkness of life. We are moved by the Holy Spirit to rely on the promises of 
God like the promise given to Joshua by Moses: “Be strong and courageous. 
Do not fear or be in dread of them, for it is the LORD your God who goes 
with you. He will not leave you or forsake you.” (Deuteronomy 31:6) With 
God always beside us, decisions that used to feel impossibly difficult will be 
less daunting. The more we study the Bible, the more our faith grows and 
the light of the Gospel of Jesus, our Lord and Savior Who gave His very life 
for our salvation, burns ever brighter in our lives. The dark path we walk 
becomes a place of hope and purpose with Jesus leading and carrying us 
every step of the way! 

Thank You for this day and all the blessings You have given us. Today, 
we especially want to thank You for Your Word that helps us navigate 
this challenging life with wisdom and confidence in You. Help us to rely 
on You, and not lean on our own understanding. In Jesus’ name we pray, 
Amen.

BY JOSIAH CLARK



December 14, 2022
John 3:16–21

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 
him should not perish but have eternal life.  John 3:16

John 3:16 in the Wild

Many would argue that John 3:16 is the most well-known verse in the Bible. 
It is easily recognized by believers and unbelievers alike. The Bible is made 
up of over 30,000 verses and this one has captured the world’s attention. 
John 3:16 is printed at the bottom of In-N-Out Burger cups and hangs on 
banners in football stadiums. Country music favorite Keith Urban included 
the reference in his hit song “John Cougar, John Deere, John 3:16.” In 2009, 
the Florida Gators quarterback, Tim Tebow, had John 3:16 painted on his 
face in eye black for a televised championship. Ninety-four million people 
who saw the quarterback’s face later Googled “John 3:16.”

How did John 3:16 become so popular in a culture that increasingly does 
not know anything about Jesus or the Christian faith? The explanation may 
be a bit complicated, and I do not know the exact answer. I do know that 
John 3:16 is full of hope and joy and peace for a world that so desperately 
needs it. Whether or not people know exactly what it is talking about, it still 
speaks the truth to those who read the passage. 

In John 3:16 we hear about Jesus’ birth and God’s love for us being so 
strong that He would send and sacrifice His only Son to give us eternal life. 
Knowing that there is someone with such an unconditional love for us—no 
matter what is going on in our lives—helps us to focus our lives on what 
really matters. We are free to boldly serve Him without fear. We do not 
deserve the freedom He gave us on the cross, but Jesus bestowed His love 
on us anyway. Advent is a time of preparation for the coming of the Messiah. 
Let us cherish and share His love for us during this season and focus on His 
birth and the life He brings to us on this earth now and in heaven with Him 
forever.

Dear God, thank You for sending Your Son to this world to save us from 
our sins. Your unconditional love and grace are a tremendous blessing 
and we are grateful. Help us to continue to believe and trust in You in 
all that we do and say. Empower us to show others Your love through 
our words and actions. Be with all of us during this Advent season and 
protect us from any harm or danger that might come our way. In Jesus’ 
name we pray, Amen. 

BY HAILEY WINKELMAN 



December 15, 2022
John 3:16-21

For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through him.  John 3:17

God’s Gifts

John 3:16 is one of the most well-known and memorized Bible verses ever. 
But most people seldom read beyond verse 16. In verses 17 and 18, John 
continues, “For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. Whoever 
believes in [Jesus] is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son 
of God.” 

These verses explain that God sent his Son not because He wanted to 
condemn anyone but to save all He has created. Verse 18 goes on to explain 
that even though God sent His Son to save everyone, it is only by faith 
through the power of the Holy Spirit that we can be saved. Whoever does 
not believe will be condemned because they did not believe in the name of 
the only Son of God. 

Without the power of the Holy Spirit, we have no way of coming to faith 
ourselves. God sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to save us on the cross. The Holy 
Spirit creates and nurtures our faith to confess that God gifted us eternal 
life through His Son and all who believe will be saved. God’s gift of salvation 
through faith in Jesus is the greatest gift we will ever be given. Praise be to 
God for Jesus, the Light of the World! 

Dear Lord, Creator of all, we ask and pray that we may have the 
strength to believe in You. We ask You to be our shining light in this 
world of darkness and for Your gift of salvation to be granted and 
received by all. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 

BY JADA ZAJICEK



December 16, 2022
1 John 1:4-7

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is 
light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with him 
while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk 
in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the 
blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.  1 John 5-7

Light Overcomes Darkness

As we look all around us this time of year, Christmas lights are everywhere, 
illuminating the streets with their beautiful colors and shine. Light is a 
common symbol to us that represents what is good, pure, true, holy, and 
reliable. When John tells us that “God is light,” he tells us that God is holy, set 
apart, and that He alone can guide anyone out of the darkness of sin. Light 
is also related to the truth since it exposes whatever exists for all to see, 
whether it is good or bad. When light pierces the darkness, the glow reveals 
the wickedness that surrounds us every moment of our life. What we see is 
not pretty and we need help.

Many people struggle on their own to make themselves right with God. 
Yet, on their own, they are doomed to flounder and end up in a hopeless 
condition, unable to defeat the evil that so easily tempts them. They are 
stuck in their earthly ways, sinning and conforming to what the world 
expects. Just as darkness cannot exist in the presence of light, sin can never 
exist in the presence of Jesus, whose birth fulfilled the promise from God 
that a Savior would be born to save all people. The Holy Spirt creates faith 
in our hearts and we are then able to bask in the glow of Jesus. By His great 
love for us on the cross, we are able to enter a right relationship with God. 
This truth brings our life into the light as we confess Jesus as Lord and live 
as children of light.

Jesus came to Earth to die, rise, and save us from our sins so that we may 
live with Him in the glorious radiance of Heaven where there is no darkness 
at all. Being washed in the blood of Jesus and being cleansed of all sin, we 
now confess the truth of God’s great love for us and are enabled to shine 
the Gospel light on others that they, too, may know Jesus and walk in His 
glorious light forever.

Dear Lord, thank You so much for sending Your one and only Son, Jesus
Christ, to save us from our sins. Please help us to spread Your light to 
others so that they may overcome any darkness they may have in their 
lives. Give us the ability to continue to grow and learn Your Word and 
keep us faithful to You always! In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

BY MARSIA GREEN



December 17, 2022
Luke 3:1-6

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being 
governor of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip 
tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of 
Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God 
came to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness.  Luke 3:1-2

The Light Amidst the Dark

It is that time of year again and you can feel the Christmas spirit everywhere 
you go. The presents, music, and food express the joy the season brings. Are 
these what truly make Christmas? Christmas does involve food, music and 
gifts, but it actually celebrates the most important thing of all—a Savior who 
was born on Christmas day in a little town called Bethlehem. His name is Jesus.

Even with all the holiday excitement going on all around us, we can 
still end up in the dark, though not literal darkness with the amount of 
Christmas lights that hang from house to house. When we only focus on 
the Christmas festivities, we can forget what Christmas is truly about. We 
block out the Savior’s birth amid all the other distractions of the season. 
Without Christ, we live in darkness. If we go through the season without 
remembering the blessing that came to us in Jesus, we lose out on the true 
joy of living in the light as His redeemed children. In today’s reading, we are 
reminded from the prophet Isaiah that someone will come to guide us so 
that “all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” That person was John. He shed 
light on the baby that was born on Christmas, who came to save everyone by 
suffering and dying on the cross so that all who confess Jesus as the one and 
only way to salvation will be saved. 

We were once people who lived in the dark hoping to fill ourselves with 
the materialistic things of this world that do not satisfy or provide lasting 
joy. Now, we live in the light of the Gospel of Jesus who sent us the Holy 
Spirit so we can guide others who are still trapped in the dark. Like John, 
we are enabled to lead others to the true light of Jesus, who fills us in a way 
that things of this world cannot. As the Advent season continues and we 
celebrate Christmas a week from now, we can enjoy the music and lights 
and gifts. And, as we keep Christ centered through it all, He will fill our days 
with joy and the light of our salvation foretold so many years ago.

Dear God, thank You for all that You have provided for us this season. 
Most importantly, thank You for sending Your Son to be a light in this 
dark world and willingly give His life to save us from the darkness of 
sin, death, and the devil. Keep us mindful of what the true reason for 
this season is. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

BY MAILI BUTTENHOFF



December 18, 2022
Isaiah 60:1-3

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the 
Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you. And nations shall come 
to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.  Isaiah 60:1-3

Preparing For the Messiah

All of us have had something to look forward to in life. Whether you are a 
kid looking forward to a sleepover, or a parent preparing for your next child, 
we all share this emotional experience at some point. Although these are 
wonderful things to look forward to, we should not let them distract us from 
what we should be looking forward to: the coming of the Messiah. 

When God sent His Son into the world, He did it so that we may have the 
gift of eternal life. It is great to anticipate all the earthly things that bring joy 
our life, but it means nothing if we do not believe in Jesus. It can be easy to 
lose sight of Jesus, especially during this Christmas season when everyone 
is looking forward to seeing family, opening presents, going on vacations, or 
dining on sumptuous goodies. 

While these are certainly good things and blessings from the Lord, we 
cannot be distracted. Centering our attention on Jesus, our “Light [Who] has 
come,” provides a lasting joy, long after the Christmas celebrations come to 
an end. Advent is about waiting for Jesus and His birth as foretold by Isaiah 
centuries before the Messiah arrived in Bethlehem. Because of Jesus’ life, 
death and resurrection, we await with great anticipation the day we will see 
Him face to face in heaven.

By the power of the Holy Spirit, when Jesus comes for the second time 
we will be prepared and ready. Upon His return, He will judge us and we 
should not be afraid because we will be prepared. Through His death and 
resurrection, He has already given us all we need. Through our baptism 
and the faith given to us by the Holy Spirit, we are eager for Christ’s second 
coming. As His children. we patiently, faithfully endure until the day when 
we will see His glory. It will be worth the wait!

Dear Lord, thank You for sending Your Son to the earth to die for us. 
Help us to remember who You are and all that You have done for us. 
Help us to keep our focus on You and be prepared for Jesus’ second 
coming. In His name we pray, Amen.

BY MILENA SALONEK



December 19, 2022
Matthew 1:18-25

Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name 
Immanuel (which means, God with us).  Matthew 1:23

The Gift of Jesus

During the Advent season, it is difficult not to get caught up looking forward 
to the merry bustle around us—cutting down Christmas trees, decorating 
cookies, shopping, and the favorite of most people, opening presents. 
Oftentimes, we focus too much on the material possessions of this world. 
Jesus is set aside to make time to go shopping for the perfect Christmas 
gift or to watch some classic Christmas movies. Rather than obsessing 
and drooling over the latest gadgets to add to that big-ol´ Christmas list, 
we should take time to recognize and be grateful for the only gift that 
truly matters: God sent His one and only Son, Jesus, to live and die for the 
salvation of all people.

Our sinful nature allows temporary distractions to consume our thoughts 
and time. But, by the power of the Holy Spirit, we can confess that Jesus 
came to this earth to save us, since we are unable to save ourselves from 
sin and its eternal condemning consequences. No matter how good we 
try to be, we cannot eliminate the Old Adam that is present in us all. 
Thankfully, Jesus came to be our gift of hope and salvation. He fulfilled the 
prophecy that was promised generations before by Isaiah, for He would be 
¨Immanuel—God with us.” 

Advent and Christmas is not a matter of being found to be naughty or nice 
in hopes of receiving a gift under the tree or in our stocking. In reality, we 
are only naughty and what we deserve is death. Praise be to God that His 
plan for our salvation, celebrated in this season, has brought faith and hope 
and joy in the life of each and every believer. May we always remain faithful 
and celebrate the gift of eternal life in Jesus every day of our lives.

Dear Lord, Thank You for sending Your one and only Son, Jesus Christ, 
to save us from our sins. Please help us to spread the knowledge and 
excitement of Your gift of everlasting life and salvation to others. Give 
us the ability to continue to grow and learn Your Word and keep on 
being faithful to You always! In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

BY MARSIA GREEN



December 20, 2022
Micah 5:2-5a

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of 
Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose 
coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. They shall dwell secure, for now 
he shall be great to the ends of the earth. And he shall be their peace. 

Micah 5:2-5a

The Coming Messiah

I am sure that everyone has been frustrated when waiting for something that 
they were really excited about. It could be anything from waiting in line to go 
on a cool ride at an amusement park or standing in a long, slow-moving line 
in the grocery store to purchase a new snack they just found. Sometimes in 
our waiting, we can lose patience, become angry, and give up hope.

That is what happened to the people of Israel. They were promised a 
Messiah who would save them from their sins. They had to wait a very long 
time before Jesus arrived in Bethlehem on the first Christmas. They were 
losing hope that He would ever come at all. But God would never ignore 
even one of His promises to His people. At just the right time, God sent His 
only Son to the world to live and die for all of us. He knew that Jesus would 
get ridiculed for claiming to be the Messiah and that people would not 
believe that Jesus really was the long-foretold Savior. Isaiah even foretold 
that Jesus would suffer and die in Isaiah 53. Yet, the world needed the 
Messiah to save them from all their sins. God delivered on that promise on 
Calvary, thirty-three years after the birth of Jesus. 

With God’s great gift of His Son, Jesus, He kept His promise of a Savior 
foretold in the Garden of Eden and numerous other times in the Old 
Testament. Thanks to His unconditional, patient, and long-suffering love for 
us, we are all saved from our sins and will one day get to live eternally with 
the Messiah in Heaven.

Dear God, thank You for sending Your Son down to earth to save us 
from all our sins so that we can have an eternal life with You in Heaven. 
In the name of Jesus we pray, Amen. 

BY ISABELA KARELS



December 21, 2022
Colossians 1:15

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 
Colossians 1:15 

The Visible Image of God 

In the beginning, God created humans in His image. All was perfect in 
the world as was our bond with God in our relationship with Him. Then, 
Adam broke the one law from God, not to eat from the tree, and all creation 
became broken. After the fall of man, sin created a separation between man 
and God. The bond was now severed.

God’s abundant love for us would never want our sin to create a wall 
between us and Him. At just the right time, He sent His one and only son, 
Jesus, the visible image of God, to unite us with our Creator. Because Jesus 
came to earth and died for our sins, we can have faith that one day we will 
be reunited with Him, “the firstborn of all creation,” in Heaven. 

On the day when Jesus returns to earth, faithful believers in Jesus will see 
the bond with God restored, and our relationship with Him made perfect, 
just like at the beginning of time. We are saved by God’s grace. While we 
are undeserving, God restored our relationship with Him out of love and 
compassion. Thanks be to God for His grace by sending His visible Son, 
Jesus, to rescue us from the sin that creates a barrier between God and man. 
Seeing the grace of God in action through “the firstborn of all creation” lifts 
our hearts and provides peace, hope, and joy this Advent season and always.

Dear God, thank You for sending Your Son down to earth to save us 
from our sins. In Jesus, we are enabled to see You. Thank You for 
always being by our side to guide and protect us. In Jesus’ name we 
pray, Amen. 

BY MICHAEL COREY 



December 22, 2022
John 1:14

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  John 1:14

Hope

We have many struggles in our life. Through them all, God has shown us 
that He will always be here for us. God sent His only Son to earth to save us 
from eternal death so we could have eternal life with Him in heaven. Jesus 
died on the cross for our sins and took the punishment we should have had. 
We are blessed to be able to thank Jesus for what He did in gratitude of the 
great gifts He has given us—life and salvation.

When God tells us He loves us, He means it. Eternal life with Jesus was 
neither deserved nor earned. In our sinful world, we put other things or 
people ahead of God. We do not treat Him as our top priority. We do not 
obey all His commandments perfectly. When something bad happens to us 
or our friends and loved ones, we easily slip into doubt. Yet, by grace, God is 
always present, taking care of our every need, even if we do not see or feel it 
at the time.

In today’s reading from John, we see that Jesus became flesh and lived as 
a man on earth among the very people He came to save. He was crucified 
on the cross in a brutal, ugly death without much glory or hope. Three days 
later, however, Jesus rose from the grave in His glorious victory over sin, 
death, and the devil. Today, He reigns supreme, and has given us His Word to 
provide comfort, grace, and truth. Every day, God shows me the great things 
He can do in my life. We are truly blessed for the gift of hope and salvation 
God has given us. Jesus, His one and only Son, is full of grace and truth, 
providing all we need in this body and life and into eternity where we will 
live with Him forever.

Dear God, Let all people know that You are with them through 
everything and let them know that they can always lean on You for 
help in every situation. Help us to follow You with joy and hope on the 
path to everlasting life. In the name of Jesus we pray, Amen.

BY ALEXA CARLSON



December 23, 2022
Luke 2:8-20

“When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been 
told them about this child.”  Luke 2:17

Good News

Good news is stirred up daily. You may receive good news or you may be 
the one who has spoken it. Good news appears in many ways; you may have 
heard that you got an A+ on a test, that you passed your driver’s exam, or 
even that you get to sleep in on an unexpected snow day. Even a little good 
news can go a long way. We love hearing good news, even if at times we look 
past it or forget to take a moment to understand how great and exciting it 
may be. 

Today’s reading is all about good news. In this case, the shepherds 
witnessed the Christ Child just after He was born. The angels told them all 
about His birth. Then, they “spread the word concerning what had been told 
them about this child.” And, what a story they told as they shared everything 
they witnessed!

In Luke, we learn how the shepherds were watching over their flocks and 
then suddenly the angel of the Lord appeared, terrifying them. The angel 
explained the good news of how in Bethlehem was a baby “wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” They rushed to see baby Jesus and when they 
had seen Him, just as they were told, they spread the good news about this 
child. God has sent His Son as a baby boy to save us from our sins. There was 
no way the shepherds would know the details of how Jesus would go to the 
cross as an innocent man, die on it, and then rise from the grave three days 
later. They simply trusted the angel’s word that the child was “a savior, who 
is Christ the Lord.” Like the shepherds, let us, too, give thanks and praise to 
Jesus for making the best news ever—eternal life with Him is now ours!

Dear Lord, you sent Your Son to save us. May we be empowered by 
the Holy Spirit to share Your good news with others. Help us to give 
You praise for the Gospel we so often hear in our lives and to spread 
the great news of Your Son being born to everyone we know. In Jesus’ 
name we pray, Amen.

BY BLAKE AURICH 



December 24, 2022
Galatians 4:4–7

So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 
  Galatians 4:7

The Celebration

Today we celebrate Christmas Eve. Let the festivities begin! As we enjoy the 
sights and sounds of Christmas, we are comforted with the joyful words 
shared by Paul in today’s reading. Hope truly abounds!

There is hope because God has sent His Son for us to suffer and die on the 
cross to take away our sins and bring us a very bright future as His children. 
As God’s redeemed people, He has promised to protect us from anything 
that would pull us away from our confidence in His love. We have hope 
because, even in the dark depths of sin, the Holy Spirit enables us to turn to 
Jesus for guidance and comfort.

Sometimes we can lose our faith, as times are tough and Satan does his 
best to pull us away from the sure promise that we are “heir[s] through 
God.” We all struggle at some point in our life, whether at the death of a 
loved one, a loss of a job, or a terrible accident that upends our life. Through 
it all, God does not abandon us, even if others do.

God sent His son Jesus Christ down to earth to take away our sins and 
make us God’s children. Through the unconditional love of Jesus on the 
cross, we are “no longer a slave, but a son.” God has taken away our sins 
and we are now saved. What great news to hear and share this day before 
Christmas!

Dear God, please help those around us who are struggling and are in 
need of help. Especially help those who have or are losing their faith 
in You. Through your Holy Spirit, restore hope in those who are lost. 
Thank you for making us your children through the blood of Jesus. In 
His name we pray, Amen.

BY MACY DENNIS



December 25, 2022
Titus 2:11-14

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people,  training 
us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, 
upright, and godly lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the 
appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave 
himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a 
people for his own possession who are zealous for good works. Titus 2:11-14

You Are Forgiven

Have you ever felt that you have done something so wrong you could never 
be forgiven? We have all felt this way one time or another in our lives. 
Our inability to do anything to make things right at those times leads to 
helplessness and hopelessness.

On this day more than 2,000 years ago, God the Father, Creator of all 
things, sent His One and only Son to be born of virgin in the tiny town of 
Bethlehem and to ultimately die on the cross for our sins. Paul emphasized 
this piece of wonderful news when he wrote to Titus: “For the grace of God 
has appeared, bringing salvation for all people.”

God’s grace, His undeserved love, gave us salvation through Jesus. There 
are no sins, great or small, left unforgiven.  By the blood of Jesus on the 
cross, the crushing weight of our sin was lifted from our shoulders and 
placed on His. Our Savior willingly gave His life to redeem us from our 
wickedness, so we are now “zealous for good works.”  In our baptism, 
we are made God’s children and, by the power of the Holy Spirit, able to 
confidently go into the world with our sins forgiven and celebrate the birth 
of our Savior this day and for all time.

Dear Lord, help us to know that we are forgiven from our sins through 
the death and resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ.  Thank you for 
sending Him on that first Christmas to be our Savior.  Bless us as we 
seek to be a blessing to others.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.

BY TYLER GILB
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