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It’s All About Jesus!

INSIDE

Joel Landskroener, MLHS Executive Director  |  joel.landskroener@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1007

Dear Friends of Mayer Lutheran High School,

Christmas greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior,  
Jesus Christ!

Christmas movies!!! Oh, how we love to watch Christmas movies! 
It’s a Wonderful Life, A Christmas Story, Polar Express, White Christmas, 
Miracle on 34th St., A Christmas Carol, Elf, Jingle All the Way, even Die Hard—all hold their 
rightful, if not disputed, place in the canon of beloved American Christmas cinema. (I won’t 
even mention the gaggle of Hallmark movies this time of year!) Yet, they really don’t have 
anything to say about Christmas.

The birth of our Lord Jesus Christ two millennia ago in Bethlehem of Judea is left out 
completely in almost every popular Christmas movie we cherish. No one goes to church in 
those movies. The emphasis is on gifts and trees and Santa and parties and the “official Red 
Ryder, carbine action, 200-shot, range model air rifle, with a compass in the stock and this 
thing that tells time.” Unfortunately, the greatest story of all time is only a shadow at best in 
most films. If I sound like Scrooge, forgive me.

So, what are we to do? Stop watching them and ban the Hallmark Channel from our living 
rooms? Not at all! Enjoy them for what they are—fun-loving, creative, emotion-wrenching, 
comical, and remarkable stories. Fantasy provides a terrific release from the trials and hardships 
of life. We all need such a wholesome release from time to time.

When the movie ends, though, real life takes over. Hardships return. Meanness surfaces. 
Suffering, disease, and death haunt us. Greater darkness than even that of the Winter Solstice 
dominates. No matter how many holiday parties, events, or movies in which we indulge, none 
can cure the broken heart and the broken world that engulfs us.

That is why, in the midst of mistletoe, eggnog, and sugar cookies, we have the blessing of a 
true story that never grows old, tired, or trite. At Mayer Lutheran, we eagerly share the reason 
for our hope as The Apostle Peter shares: [B]ut in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as 
holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason 
for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect... (1 Peter 3:15) 

Preparing Christian leaders is all about nurturing young men and women to embrace 
the truth of Scripture that satisfies long after the Christmas tree is put away, radio stations 
return to regular programming, and holiday sales are no more. It is our joy, privilege, and 
honor to share the hope we have in Jesus every day and to do so in a way that builds up and 
encourages the broken hearts of our students. 

Nothing in a Christmas stocking can be sweeter that the Gospel—the truth that the 
squirming baby in Bethlehem would live a perfect life, die as a criminal for our sin, and 
conquer death so we could have the sure hope of eternal life with Jesus. The true story of our 
Savior leaves every Christmas movie in the dust. For that, we are eternally grateful!

Have a blessed Christmas and a joyous New Year!

Yours In Christ, the Christmas King,

Joel P. Landskroener

Christmas Concert & Art Exhibit
Sunday, December 18, 3 PM

Ben Schulteis is LCMS MN South 
District 2022 Outstanding High 
School Teacher
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Veterans Day Observance

Mayer Lutheran once again hosted an annual Veterans Day program on Friday, November 11, in the MLHS Fine Arts Center. The 
program included featured speaker Major Emily Cano, as well as music, a veterans recognition, prayers, and a light lunch for veterans 
and spouses. Mayer Lutheran students and students from Zion Lutheran Elementary School in Mayer were also in attendance. MLHS is 
honored to be able to host this program each year, and recognize the sacrifice and service offered by our veterans.

Homecoming court (l to r): Freshmen Alex Keeler and Katelyn McGill; Sophomores Leo Nordick and Brianna Guse; Seniors Hunter Arvig, Allie Rasmussen, Michael Corey, and Madeline 
Guetzkow; Queen Amber Hoese and King Josiah Clark; Seniors Chloe Maetzold, Marcus Johnson, Sarai May, and Jack Baumann; and juniors Avery Studer and Jack Grimsley.

MLHS Homecoming 2022
Party in the USA!

Homecoming this fall saw the coronation of Amber Hoese as queen and Josiah Clark as king. Amber 
is the daughter of Brian & Sarah Hoese of Mayer, and Josiah is the son of Ryan & Katherine Clark 
of Montrose. Homecoming week included the usual lineup of events – Power-puff football and 
Ironman volleyball, dress-up days, minute-to-win-it contests, the Booster Club Pork Chop dinner, the 
Homecoming football game, and a Homecoming dance.
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Mayer Lutheran’s Fall Play, “How to Host a Murder Mystery Dinner 

Party (In Fifteen Simple Steps)” which was performed November 18-

20 in the MLHS Fine Arts Center Theater, added some twists to the 

normal drama offerings at MLHS. 

 One twist was the option to have dinner before the show, and 

117 people enjoyed a delicious meal served in the cafeteria, which 

was transformed into an intimate café for the event. Following 

dinner, guests made their way to the theater for the evening’s—or 

afternoon’s—performance.

 Another twist in this light-hearted comedy was audience 

involvement in the show. Show-goers were treated as if they were 

attendees at a seminar on how to host a murder mystery dinner 

party, were given packets of information and asked to take notes, 

and were even interrogated as potential suspects in “the murder” 

that took place on stage. They then voted on the cast member 

“whodunit” before the “killer” was revealed, and with a different 

ending for each performance, even those who came to multiple 

shows were kept guessing.

Murder Mystery 
Dinner Party 

(in Fifteen Simple Steps)

TICKETS
$30–Dinner and show   •  $15–Show only (includes dessert)

A comedy by Brian D. Taylor

The Mayer Lutheran High School The Mayer Lutheran High School 
Drama DepartmentDrama Department

an Evening of 
Dinner &  

Light-Hearted  
Drama

presents

November 18-20, 2022
Friday & Saturday – Dinner at 6 PM  •  Show at 7 PM 

Sunday – Dinner at 1 PM  •  Show at 2 PM

Produced by special arrangement with Pioneer Drama Service, Denver, Colorado.

MAYER LUTHERAN  |  306 SEVENTH ST NE  |  MAYER MN  |  MAYERLUTHERAN.ORG

MLHS Theater Dept Serves Up a Dinner with a Twist!

Cast pictured left to right: (front row) Isaac Walker, Lilah Johnshoy, Mya Frauendienst, Abigail Fringer, Skye Anonby (back row) Faith Langworthy, Maddy Mackenthun, Grace 
Puckett, Rebecca Tredray, Allie Rasmussen, Brooke Olson, Ashlyn Guse, Brianna Guse, Mariah McCalley
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MLHS 2023 
One Act Play 

“Cheaters”
Next up for the MLHS theater program 
is this year’s One Act Play, “Cheaters” 
by playwright Don Zolidis. In this tense 
drama, a group of students are accused 

by the school assistant principal and their 
teacher of cheating on a test. 

If the cheater doesn’t confess, the entire 
class will fail. Students are forced to play 
detective and discover the cheater before 

it’s too late. With the pressure on, the 
class fragments into warring factions 
with each student trying to figure out 

the mystery. But what if everything 
isn’t as it seems?

“Cheaters” 
Performance dates

 MN River Conference 
One Act Festival: January 14

• 
Public performance at MLHS:
Wednesday, January 25, 7 PM

• 
Section 4A South/Central 
subsection competition: 

January 28 at MLHS

Nearly half of American adults 
have never created a will. 

We can provide many excuses. 
However, the Lord did not 

place things into your life for 
someone else to manage. 

He has chosen you to do that.
You will find great joy and 

satisfaction in putting a plan 
together, seeing how God 
is working through you to 
love and bless. Your LCMS 
Foundation Gift Planning 

Counselor can help. 

Contact Kurt Fuhr at 
kurt.fuhr@lfnd.org, or 

952-270-5878 to schedule a gift 
planning conversation.

Mayer Knights is a Youth Outreach Program of Mayer Lutheran High School

Mayer Knights 8th Grade Team Takes First at Jingle Bell Jam

Our 8th grade Knights Boy’s Basketball team took first place in the Jingle Bell Jam 
Tournament on Saturday, December 10, at Mayer Lutheran High School! These boys 
have overcome some obstacles this season, and are all playing as ONE TEAM! Coach 
Branden Carlson was assisted by Alexa Carlson and Sawyer Kubasch on Saturday. 

Congratulations Knights!

Back row (Left to right):  Coach Branden Carlson, Aaron Karger, Jack Friske, Mason Lunow, Jonah Herold, Jacob 
Neumann. Front row (Left to right):  John Eddie, Chase Schwichtenberg, Micah Winkelman, Winston Henrickson.

Looking for an online school option 
with Christian values? 

With Genesis Virtual Academy, a ministry of
Mayer LutheranHigh School, you can “do school” 

wherever you are with your computer and internet access. 
Our teachers host live online classes, focusing on 

current content objectives and learning together as a class. 
ENROLL NOW for fall classes! Visit genesisva.org or email 

info@genesisva.org for more information.
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A D M I S S I O N S  D E P A R T M E N T  N E W S
By Eric Turner, Director of Enrollment  |  eric.turner@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1011, 612-250-1131 (c)

Two months ago, we officially opened enrollment for the 2023-
2024 academic year and saw an immediate response with an 
influx of applications for new students. As of mid-December, we 
have over 30 incoming Freshmen enrolled for next Fall! This is 
truly great news as we continue promoting MLHS to families in 
a variety of ways, always looking to be more effective in making 
an impact with those weighing their options for the future. Our 
goal continues to be 60 new students on campus next year, 
and with fewer than forty Seniors graduating in the Spring, 
achieving this objective would put our total enrollment at over 
200 Crusaders for the first time in a long time!
 While there is much work to be done between now and 
August of 2023, it is encouraging to know MLHS has so 
many great ways to make a positive impact on today’s grade 
schoolers. We have been able to introduce and educate folks 
to all things MLHS in-house through a variety of Open House 
events, visitation days and Shadow visits. We have also been 
busy promoting Crusader Nation at area grade schools where 
we get to share the good news about what’s been happening 
so far this year, creating excitement within the kids who look 
forward to attending MLHS sometime soon. We have even been 

able to take part in some fun activities 
like distributing our new MLHS T-shirts. 
What an awesome privilege it is to be 
able to get to know these schools and 
their kids and to minister to families by having constructive and 
encouraging conversations about their desires for a Christian 
education amid many options!
 While we are sharing the good news about MLHS with 
others, our currently enrolled students need to be experiencing 
the benefits of our Crusader Community on campus as well. 
We still have work to do in making every student who has 
committed to being a Crusader feel like they belong. This takes 
time and it is a two-way street. I make a practice of telling every 
new family that when their kids get involved in activities in 
addition to attending classes they will have a much easier time 
making deep connections and finding their place. 
 Please continue to pray that every student new to MLHS 
will recognize they are loved by God, will have the courage to 
get involved, will feel like they belong and will truly recognize 
that we are happy to have them! Our mission at MLHS is to 
allow each of our students to embrace these truths and then 

shine in their interests and talents over 
the course of four years, with the end 
goal being success during their time here 
and ultimately opportunities beyond our 
campus walls once they graduate. This will 
not happen on its own but can become a 
reality for every MLHS student through our 
continued efforts, and much prayer and 
encouragement, to create a positive climate 
here at school.
   Our ultimate desire at MLHS is for the 
members of our student body to see 
themselves not as “us and them” but 
simply as “us.” We want them to recognize 
their unification through Christ and what 
He has done for them, and our hope is that 
believing this truth will give our students 
the ability to feel truly connected to one 
another despite differences in physical 
appearance or interests. Blessings to you all 
as we pray for and work toward this goal 
together!
   The next Open House dates to visit MLHS 
will be on February 21 and April 11, 2023 
at 6:30 PM. Spread the word! Thank you.

Merry Christmas 
and 

Happy New Year

KAI LARSON
LCEF District Vice President | Minnesota South and North

952-223-2163 | Kai.Larson@lcef.org

As we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we 
are humbly reminded that God’s love 
is unending and His mercy endures 

forever. 

Belong!
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As is becoming the norm at Mayer 
Lutheran High School, the fall 2022 
Activities season was a very successful 
one. This fall Mayer Lutheran performed a 
traditional play rather than a musical. The 
musical will be performed in the spring. 
You can read more about the fall play in 

the theater department update on page four. 
 The girls soccer team battled its way through injuries to a 
6-7-1 overall record, including a 3-0 victory at home in the first 
round of playoffs. The girls continue their co-op with Norwood 
Young America and added Sibley East girls this year. The co-op 
will be hosted by Central starting next year, which means the 
girls will get to compete on the brand-new turf field.
 The boys soccer team, co-oped with Watertown-Mayer, 
featured Junior Jameson Martin and Sophomore Payton Stanley. 
They followed up a solid regular season with an outstanding run 
in the playoffs. After winning their first-round game, the team 
defeated top seed Holy Family 1-0 on the road to earn a spot in 
the section championship game, ultimately falling to Southwest 
Christian. The team ended the season with a 12-7 record. Payton 
Stanley was named All Conference Honorable Mention.
 Mayer Lutheran had five girls swimmers who joined the 
Watertown-Mayer swim team this fall: Allie Rasmussen, Ava 
Butcher, Abigail Fringer, Madelyn Mackenthun, and Brooke Butcher. 
The girls swam in eight meets over the course of the season. 
 The football team followed up its state championship season 

with another solid performance. We lost 
an early season game to a tough St. Clair 
team, then rattled off three convincing 
victories. The Crusaders fell to rival Lester 
Prairie 16-0 in the regular season, but 
earned a rematch in the section championship game. The 
Crusaders ultimately fell to the Bulldogs again, 14-6, to end 
their season as section runners-up and an 8-3 overall record. The 
following players were named All District: Jack Grimsley, Mason 
Neitzel, Blake Aurich, Marcus Johnson, Josiah Clark, Levi Hahn, 
and Brayden Bury. Michael Corey, Gavin Lofgren and Justus 
Shimanski were named Honorable Mention. Marcus Johnson 
was named Lineman MVP of the district, and Jack Grimsley was 
named Underclassmen MVP of the district.
 The volleyball team defended its state championship all the 
way to the final Class A match of the year. In what was one 
of the best volleyball matches ever in high school volleyball, 
the Crusaders fell to Minneota 25-23, 25-23, 20-25, 19-25, 
18-16. Mayer Lutheran ended the season as Class A runners-
up, finishing with a 28-6 record. Gabby Wachholz, Madeline 
Guetzkow, Stella Maass, and Danica Martin were named All 
Conference. Amber Hoese was named Honorable Mention. 
Gabby Wachholz and Madeline Guetzkow were named All State. 
Gabby Wachholz, Madeline Guetzkow and Stella Maass were 
named to the Class A All-Tournament Team. Gabby Wachholz 
was also named to the Star Tribune All Metro Second Team.
 Congratulations to all our Crusader activities on a great fall!

A C T I V I T I E S  D E P A R T M E N T  N E W S
Kris Gustin, Activities Director  |  kris.gustin@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1217

Fall 2022 Activities Wrap-up
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A L U M N I  D E P A R T M E N T  N E W S
By Tim Bode, Director of Alumni Engagement
tim.bode@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1017

Congratulations to Carly 
Ulrich (MLHS class of 2011), 
who graduated from the 
University of MN with a 
Master of Biological Sciences 
degree last May. Carly was 
recently recruited to work at 
biotech company Miromatrix 
Medical. Miromatrix 
bioengineers organs with a 
goal of eliminating the organ 
transplant wait list.

Congratulations to Mark Hasse (MLHS class of 1977), 
who was recognized at halftime of the October 25 Crusader 
football playoff game for his 50 years of service to the athletic 
programs at Mayer Lutheran High School. MLHS depends on 
our volunteers for help in many areas, and we’re grateful to 
Mark—and all of our volunteers—for their faithful service.

Congratulations to Olivia Tjernagel (MLHS class 
of 2020) and Lilly Wachholz (MLHS Class of 2022), 
whose volleyball teams advanced to play in the 2022 
NCAA Volleyball Tournament.
   Olivia plays for the University of Northern Iowa 
(UNI), who played in the first round Friday, December 
2 in Minnesota against Florida State. The Panthers 
defeated Florida State in three straight sets, advancing 
to the second round on Saturday, December 3, where 
they missed their chance to advance to the Sweet 16 
by losing to the Minnesota Gophers in three sets. UNI 
captured their 18th Missouri Valley Conference title 
this year, and Olivia was named the MVC Volleyball 
Championship MVP.

Lilly is a red-shirt freshman at Iowa State. The 
Cyclones played in the first round Friday December 2 
in Florida against Florida Gulf Coast University (FGCU). 
They defeated FGCU in five sets, advancing to the 
second round Saturday, December 3, where they then 
missed their chance to advance to the Sweet 16 by 
losing to the Florida Gators in three sets.

MLHS alumni, if your class is considering a class reunion, 
contact the alumni office for information on how we can 

assist you in that process. Call 952-657-2251, x1017 or 
email tim.bode@mayerlutheran.org.

LCMS MN South District 
Outstanding High 
School Teacher for 2022

Congratulations to Mayer Lutheran Physical 
Science teacher Ben Schulteis, who was 
named the 2022 Outstanding High School 
Teacher by the MN South District of the 
Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod. 
 A graduate of Concordia University, 
Nebraska, Ben has been teaching at MLHS 
since 2018. He came to MLHS from LSA 
High School in Decatur, IL. Ben, his wife 
Ellie and their daughter Jane reside in Lester 
Prairie, MN.
 In addition to teaching our physical science 
classes, Ben is also one of the directors of the 
Mayer Lutheran Robotics program.

If you're looking for a Mayer 
Lutheran event, check out our 
online event calendar. This 
searchable calendar also allows 
you to view schedules by a sport 
or activity, and you can sign up to 
receive automatic text and email 
notifications for schedule changes 
and reminders for those activities 
you want to track. 
Go to: www.mnriverconference.
org/public/genie/28/school/2/
   You’ll also find a link to this 
events calendar under the 
“About” tab at mayerlutheran.org.

MLHS Online 
Event Calendar
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Twenty-one students and five adults 
leave December 28 on the 17th annual 
mission trip to El Paso Texas/Anapra 
Mexico. While there, they will build two 
small houses for two families, Family 
Medina Mendez and Family Marin Mata.

Maria de Jesus 
Medina Mendez, 
who goes by Mari, 
has been anxiously 
awaiting the joy of 
a new home since 
2021. Her little plot 
of land sits atop 
one of the mesas 
on the southwest 
edge of Puerto de 
Anapra in Ciudad 

Juarez, Mexico.  She has been a member of Iglesia 
Luterana La Santa Biblia for two years, helping 
maintain the cleanness of the plot of land where 
the Santa Biblia congregation prays will one day 
have a church building. 
   Mari lost her husband almost 2 years ago and 
is currently renting for herself and her twelve-
year-old son.  As you can imagine, the dynamics 
and changes this family has had to adjust to have 
been overwhelming.  Though a new home will not 
replace the loss of their loved one, but it will give 
them a place of their own, one built with love and 
care by their brothers and sisters in Christ from 
Mayer Lutheran High School.  

 Jesus Miguel, her twelve-year-old son, is 
currently attending school. Mari works Friday 
to Sunday to help financially provide for her 
son, ensuring she’s available to him during 
the week when he gets out of school. She has 
four other children, older, one of which may 
come to live with them once their little house 
is built. As mentioned, this lot is positioned 
on top of one of the mesas in Anapra, with a 
truly breathtaking view.  From their new home, 
Mari and her family will be able to see Mexico, 
Texas, and New Mexico all in one sweep.  Mayer 
Lutheran has built houses in the sides of this mesa 
the previous two trips, so this is familiar territory, 
with many fond memories to rekindle, with Pablo 
and Candelaria’s houses nearby.

Manuel and Maria Natalia Marin Mata 
have been members of Iglesia Luterana La Santa 
Biblia for six years, helping maintain the plot of 
land where the growing congregation of La Santa 
Biblia meet weekly. They have seven children, 
with the oldest one, Jesus at fourteen, living with 
Maria’s mother outside of Anapra. Angel (12), 
Selene (11), Kenneth (9), Kevin (8), Cristal (7), and 
Ikar (4), along with Manuel and Maria, live with 
Manuel’s mother.  This big family needs a home 
of their own.  Manuel works hard to support his 
family.  Natalia stays home to look after the kids, 
getting them to school and being there when they 
get out of school. Since schools are half-days in 
Juarez, the MLHS Mission Trip team will be able to 
spend time making friends with them, sharing and 

growing in Christ together.
 The new Marin home will be set on the other 
side of Anapra in a quiet, desert mountain valley, 
near the international border, near the foot of 
Cristo Rey and where La Iglesia de Nuestra Senora 
Guadelupe are located.  The MLHS team will see 
both of these landmarks every day when they 
enter Anapra.

 This is a wonderful opportunity for
the missionaries of Mayer Lutheran to 
make an impact for Christ in Anapra 
as they build two homes, on diametric 
opposite corners of Anapra, meet both 
new people and old friends, and spread 
the Good News of Jesus!
 The Mission Trip team returns to 
Minnesota on January 6. Please pray 
for safety on their trip down and back, 
for good health for the entire team, 
and – most of all – that the love of Christ 
would shine through our students and 
adult chaperones to these two families 
and to all those they meet on their trip.

MLHS Mission Trip Students (left to right): Front row–Youngmin Oh, Millie Salonek, Ava Turner, Rebecca Tredray, Avery Studer, Sydney Studer
Back row: Chloe Maetzold, Hailey Winkelmann, Mari Buhr, Emery Henning, Shelby Buhr, Nolan Hoese, Ashton Schlagel, Seth Aurich, Jordan Taylor, Harrison Deming, Carter Maetzold. 
Missing: Blake Aurich, Amber Hoese, Maili Buttenhoff, Parker Aurich

Mayer Lutheran Mission Trip 2022
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Counselor’s Corner

All of our seniors are on track for graduation! Yay! The challenge 
is that they continue with their academics and finish strong this 
entire school year. Encourage them to begin thinking about “life 
after high school” by applying to several colleges and asking for 
recommendation letters from teachers, pastors, or employers. Filling out the FAFSA 
can begin at any time. Continue to look for scholarships posted across our technology 
communication pieces. We can all keep encouraging them! 
 The PSAT results have not been returned to me, however, when I do receive them, I 
will share them with the juniors. For now, some thoughts about what you can do with 
your junior: 
• Help them plan for taking their ACT in the spring. 
• Begin the college search and/or visiting colleges.
• Make sure they are taking college prep courses.
• Begin scholarship searches for their senior year.
• Help them set some goals about their future and periodically check in to see how they 
are progressing forward with those goals. 
 It’s never too late to begin this search as their time at high school flies by. Let me know 
if I can be of assistance in their future planning. 
 If your junior or senior is interested in taking the ACT, please go to www.act.org. to 
register and find a test center. MLHS will host the test again in June 2023.
 Optional test for juniors: ASVAB – Feb. 3, 2023. This is administered by the military 
on our MLHS campus; however it does not mean a student has to join the military. It is a 
great tool to use for Career Exploration. Encourage your junior student to consider this 
opportunity to help them sort through their skills, interests, and abilities towards a future 
career choice.
 If you need any further assistance from me regarding any type of counseling issue, 
testing, scholarship information or other, please feel free to contact me. Have a 
wonderful Christmas, celebrating the birth of our King…Jesus Christ!

By Debra Kelzer, Guidance Counselor
debra.kelzer@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1012

TIDBITS for TEENS
By Deb Kelzer, Guidance Counselor

Recently a student talked to me about “seasonal depression.” It comes on typically 
the same time every year. It is common for us in Minnesota because the winter days/
months can seem so long. Many people (not just teens) experience this type of  
depression. It’s hard for us to function because of the list below.
• Less sunlight during the hours of the day
• Your carb cravings get amped up
• The feeling of wanting to hibernate all day
• You count the days until Daylight Savings Time

So, what can you do to get through this ‘season of depression’?
• Add Vitamin D and melatonin supplements to your diet.
• Make sure you get out and exercise.
• Push yourself to stay connected with your friends and socialize.
• Eat healthy, nutritional meals.
• Keep a gratitude journal.
• Think positively about life in general and work towards positive outcomes.
• Do something kind for another person. The smile on their face will put one on yours.
• Keep to a regular schedule and routine.
• Talk to someone about it—a friend, parent, counselor, therapist.

We treasure 
your support!
Mayer Lutheran High School  
depends on the financial support 
of people like you to carry out 
our mission of preparing the next 
generation of Christian leaders. 
You can make a gift to MLHS 
by sending a check to us at 306 
Seventh St NE, Mayer MN, 55360, 
or by making a donation online at 
mayerlutheran.org. You can also 
support us through the programs 
below.

Every time you shop at any of the 
2,000+ online stores in the iGive 
network, a portion of the money you 
spend benefits Mayer Lutheran High 
School. It’s a free service, and you’ll 
never pay more when you reach a store 
through iGive. In fact, smart shoppers 
will enjoy iGive’s repository of coupons, 
free shipping deals, and sales. To get 
started, just create your free iGive 
account.
Start iGiving at: www.iGive.com/
MayerLutheranHighSchool

AmazonSmile is a simple way for 
you to support Mayer Lutheran every 
time you shop, at no cost to you. 
AmazonSmile is available at smile.
amazon.com on your web browser 
and can be activated in the Amazon 
Shopping app for iOS and Android 
phones. When you shop with 
AmazonSmile, you’ll find the exact 
same low prices, vast selection and 
convenient shopping experience as 
Amazon.com, with the added benefit 
that AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% 
of your eligible purchases to the 
charitable organization of your choice. 
MLHS is registered as a charitable 
organization at Amazon as “Lutheran 
High School.”
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Are students being exposed to mature topics and agenda-filled 
information before they are ready? Students have access to an 
unlimited amount of information and this information is being 
delivered as entertainment through numerous applications, such 
as Instagram, TikTok, Snapchat, and BeReal. It is hard to keep up 
with the information onslaught. Are they mature enough to take 
it in, understand it, and make wise decisions about what they 
are seeing and hearing? 
 Experts on brain development tell us that the part of the brain 
that thinks through the information that we take in and then 
makes decisions about it, doesn’t fully mature until sometime 
in a person’s 20s. This means that impressionable pre-teen and 
teen minds are being shaped by a steady stream of voices and 
information that they may be unable to navigate on their own. 
The sarcastic phrase, “If you saw it on the internet, then it 
must be true,” may be more valid for students today because 
they are likely to take what they see online at face value. This 
leaves parents and teachers trying to help students reconsider 
information that has already become factual in their minds. 
This is particularly worrisome when the information they 
are consuming on social media—and more and more often 
believing—lacks a Christian worldview.
 Wisdom, problem solving, and skill development are fostered 
through authentic experiences. When a task needs to be 
completed, there is no substitute for working through the 
process. Today, an increasing number of young people are 
substituting virtual experiences for real life experiences. While 
a virtual experience, like YouTube, can be beneficial if you are 
using it to learn how to replace a boat impeller (which I just 
did); the real learning occurred when I did the actual work of 
replacing the impeller. Although the video was informative, it 
was not a replacement for an authentic, hands-on experience. 
When virtual experience is seen as a valid replacement for 
human interactions and relationships, a significant gap in life 
experience occurs. Life experiences are not 20-musecond video 
clips, and certainly should not be viewed as the final source 
of wisdom on whatever topic. Real-world experiences are 
important to the overall maturation, including the cognitive and 
psychosocial development, of this generation.
 For most of their lives, pre-teens and teenagers have had 
their lives planned, scheduled, and supervised by the adults 
in their lives. However, as students enter into adulthood, it is 
imperative they are provided with more opportunities to take on 
adult responsibilities and reap the benefits of doing things on 
their own. Consider this: at what age should a person become 
responsible for doing their own laundry? By not passing this 
responsibility on to children at the point they are capable of 
learning how to do laundry, we have enabled the perspective 
that it is someone else who will take care of it for me. This 
apparent attitude has transitioned into many aspects of a 
student’s life. 
 For example, some would say that organization is a great 

challenge for students. But consider 
who keeps the schedule and runs their 
calendar? How long into a student’s 
development do adults assume this 
responsibility for organizing their lives? As adults we need to 
consider the impact we are having on pre-teens and teenagers 
when we micro-manage their lives. It is best to have them fail 
and make mistakes when we can provide guidance on how they 
can best learn from these experiences. Perhaps the hard lesson 
at an early age is the most beneficial lesson in the end. 
 School projects have become more and more prescribed: 
follow these steps, include this information, receive a good 
grade. The highly prescriptive nature of projects robs students of 
the opportunity to be creative, solve problems that arise in the 
process, and discover for themselves that they are capable.
 Students need to be taught the organizational, academic, 
and critical thinking skills that are needed to succeed in school 
and in life and then be told that it is their responsibility to use 
the skills to assist them in being successful. Unfortunately, too 
many students choose to not practice and apply these skills in 
their lives. Consequently, they struggle more than is necessary 
with the disappointments and failures that occur. Mentoring at 
this stage of life is critical. Will adults step in to fix the situation 
or will they calmly step back and allow students reflect on what 
went wrong and then mentor them as they identify approaches 
to address challenging situations? 
 Mentoring students is a characteristic of descriptive leadership 
where leaders teach students necessary skills, set expectations, 
communicate guidelines, and address questions, but then they 
step back as students chart the course to accomplish the task 
and meet expectations. Rather than prescriptive leaderships, 
which spell out exactly what should be done, resulting in less 
thinking, problem solving, and creativity, descriptive leadership 
creates opportunities for Generation Z students to learn how to 
solve problems and to experience that they can do it themselves.
 Adults and teachers should think of themselves as coaches 
and mentors. We come alongside—we teach, model, and help 
evaluate the impact of decisions that were made and the results 
that occurred. Coaches don’t play in the game. Rather, they 
support and encourage the athletes who do. Coaches help 
athletes learn from what they did well and didn’t do well as they 
grow in skill and in executing under game conditions. 
 So, do we  – as adults, parents, and teachers – better serve 
Generation Z students by letting them play the game by 
themselves? If we do, it means we need to provide opportunities 
for them to succeed and fail while helping them learn and grow 
through the experience. It is a significant paradigm shift that has 
the potential to result in a long-lasting positive impact.

Source: Generation Z Unfiltered: Facing Nine Hidden Challenges of 
the Most Anxious Population (Elmore and McPeak)
Thanks to Laura Lemanski and her partnership in shaping this article.

Understanding Generation Z–Installment 2



306 SEVENTH STREET NE
MAYER MN 55360

MAYERLUTHERAN.ORG  |  TWITTER.COM/MAYERLUTHERAN  |  FACEBOOK.COM/MAYERLUTHERAN  |  INSTAGRAM.COM/MLHSCRUSADERS
Mayer Lutheran High School admits students of any race, color, national, and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the school. It does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin in administration of its educational policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and other school-administered programs.


