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It’s a Squirrel!

Joel Landskroener, MLHS Executive Director  |  joel.landskroener@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1007

Dear Friends of Mayer Lutheran High School,

Epiphany greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus, the King 
of Kings and the Lord of Lords!

Through my years of running and biking, I have seen a lot of squirrels lying 
on the road. Based on my experience, I can place their carcasses into three 
categories. The first is the squirrel who is squashed with its tail behind it as if it 
was trying to outrun the vehicle. The second is the squirrel who is found lying 
across the lane as if it ran onto the road, unable to decide whether to keep crossing or turn back until 
the vehicle made the decision for it. Finally, there is the occasional squirrel who is found facing the 
direction of traffic with a small paw in the air as if to halt the oncoming traffic. A poor choice!

In our world today, I believe that many high school students are like these squirrels. The traffic of life is 
bearing down on them, relentless and not too concerned about their welfare. They must move on and 
dare to try great things like choosing a college, career, or, one day perhaps, a spouse. They are nervous. 
They are uncertain. Yet, they know in their hearts that they can’t stay in the relative safety of high school 
forever. They must get out of the nest and cross the proverbial road with only their talents, experience, 
and smarts to guide them. The prospect of getting run over will be very real to them.

The three different squirrels on the road reflect how many graduates will face the choices ahead of 
them. Some, like the first squirrel, will try to outrun life in a sinful world on their own. Living just one 
step ahead of disaster is not a good plan for life. Others, who are very much confused, will enter the 
roadway of life, and failing to make a choice, any choice, will be paralyzed and become ripe pickings 
for strange teachings that offer no hope. The final group starts out on the street, sees that traffic 
is never-ending, and decides to try and halt the onslaught by holding up their hand to stop what, 
ultimately, is unstoppable. On their own, these graduates, as prepared as they may have been, will find 
significant challenges on the road of life.

Our students at Mayer Lutheran, however, differ from squirrels. Unlike dead rodents on the road, 
our scholars are not left on their own to tackle the challenges of life. A squirrel is on his own with very 
little back-up. It seems that squirrels are never taught how to cross the road. This is not the case with 
our students. Our amazing teachers are committed to making sure that every MLHS student graduates 
with proof of successfully completing a rigorous formal education. We want them to be wise.

In addition to a sound academic education, our students are taught something far more important 
and essential than just making it across the road of life. In four years at Mayer Lutheran, our kids are 
flooded with the Word of God. They are inundated with the teachings of the Law and the prophets. 
They are immersed in the freeing Gospel of Jesus Christ. They learn they have great value because 
they are blessed, redeemed children of God. Life is way more than crossing the road to get a nut. Let’s 
face it, few people care about squirrels and a good number would actually like them expunged from 
their neighborhoods. But that is not so for our kids. They are loved and adored by a God who wants 
nothing from them, but rather seeks to give them things. Of all the gods worshipped on the planet 
earth, He is the only one who gives rather than takes! We make sure that message is shared in a 
thousand ways every day here at Mayer Lutheran.

As we approach the season of Lent, it is our eternal and heartfelt hope that you will walk closer 
to God who cares for you much more than anything. John shares it best: See what kind of love the 
Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are. The reason why the 
world does not know us is that it did not know him. (1 John 3:1) Our kids know Him and are able to 
enter life with confidence, hope, joy, purpose, and courage. They don’t have to cross the roads of life 
alone. Jesus, who died on the cross for each of them and knows the number of hairs on their busy 
heads will certainly carry them. Lacking squirrels in his neighborhood, Jesus put it this way: Fear not, 
therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. (Mt. 10:31). Indeed!

Joel P. Landskroener

Frozen
Fairytale
Frozen
Fairytale
Frozen
Fairytale

January 30            February 4

MLHS SnoFest 2023

SnoFest - Jan. 30 to Feb. 4

Daddy & Daughter Dance at 
MLHS - February 11

Celebrate your daughter(s)  in a fairyland of
twinkling l ights with a special semi-formal,  

date night with dad* which includes dancing,
dessert,  photo opportunities and fun! 

This memorable night is for daughters 4 years to
5th grade. Tickets are $22 (per couple) and 

$7 for each additional daughter. 

Saturday, February 11
6:00 - 7:30 pm

Mayer Lutheran High School
(Cafeteria/South Entrance)

Limited Space! Register today!
(*If dad has a conflict, substitute another significant male at this event - grandfather, uncle, brother, etc.)

Visit https://mayerlutheran.org/tickets/ 
or Contact Eric Turner at 

Eric.turner@mayerlutheran.org 

INSIDE
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Front row, L/R: Jordan Taylor, Jyy Chyi Chang, Julia Maetzold, Maili Buttenhoff, Kaden Winter, Tyler Gilb, Danny Butcher 
Back row, L/R: Kobe Brown, Sarah Klinkner, Lucia Turner, Youngmin Oh, Izabelle Keaveny, Stella Maass, Brayden Bury, Blake Aurich

MLHS SnoFest 2023

DRESS-UP DAYS  
Monday: Dress Like a Teacher
Tuesday: Class Color/Anything But 
   A Waterbottle,  
Seniors–Red; Juniors–Grey; Sophomores–
Black; Freshmen–Blue; Staff–Purple  

Wednesday: Fake Injury
Thursday: Truckers vs Tiara 
Friday: Crusader Day

SnoFest 2023 at Mayer Lutheran is January 30–February 4. 
The week will include dress-up days, Minute-to-Win-it games, and 
a Friday Pep Fest dodgeball competition. Crowning of the SnoFest 

king and queen will take place on Monday, January 30 at the end 
of the school day, at 2:16 PM. The week concludes with a Sadie 
Hawkins Dance on Saturday, February 4 from 7:30–10 PM.

 The SnoFest court is made up of freshmen Izabelle Keaveny and 
Kaden Winter, sophomores Lucia Turner and Kobe Brown, juniors 
Sarah Klinkner and Danny Butcher, and seniors Maili Buttenhoff, 

Stella Maass, Julia Maetzold, Youngmin Oh, Samantha Rands, Blake 
Aurich, Brayden Bury, Jyy Chyi Chang, Tyler Gilb, and Jordan Taylor.

Frozen
Fairytale
Frozen
Fairytale
Frozen
Fairytale

January 30–February 4
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Left to Right: Jada Zajicek, Ashlyn Guse and Allie Rasmussen.

Front Row, Left to Right: Mya Frauendienst, Ashlyn Guse, Allie Rasmussen, Brooke Olson, Skye Anonby, Lilah Johnshoy. Back Row, Left to Right: Jada Zajicek, Wendy Bakken, Haylie 
Olson, Maddy Mackenthun, Mariah McCalley, Adam Erdman, Rebecca Tredray, David Nygaard, Faith Langworthy, Abigail Fringer, Tim Bode, Grace Puckett.

Guse, Rasmussen and Zajicek named 
All-Conference for One Act Play
The Minnesota River Conference One Act Play Festival was held on 
January 14, 2023, hosted by LeSueur-Henderson HS.  This annual 
event brought together the One Act Play (OAP) shows from 
the conference. “This event showcases the best and brightest 
students in theater in our conference. The students and directors 
did an outstanding job and I commend them for participating in 
this great fine arts event,” said MRC President Randy Walsh of 
Sibley East High School. “The All-conference honors bestowed 
on this select group of actors is certainly deserving for these 
young performers,” he added. The all-conference team was 
chosen by the directors with input from the event judges.
 MLHS had three students, all seniors, named to the All-
Conference One Act Play team.
 Ashlyn Guse is the daughter of Gregory & Amy Guse. She has 
participated in every theater production during her time at Mayer 
Lutheran High School, including OAP. Ashlyn is a member of the 
National Honor Society, is on honor roll, was named Student of 
the Semester in Spanish and Student of the Year in Technology, 
and is the Vice President of the Mayer Lutheran Drama Club. 
Ashlyn lives with her family in Norwood-Young America, MN.
 Allie Rasmussen is the daughter of Adam and Karrie 
Maetzold, and Dave and Kara Rasmussen. Allie has participated 
in drama productions every year since the 5th grade, including 
the OAP at Mayer Lutheran High School the past four years. Allie 
is also a member of National Honor Society, is Vice President of 

the Student Council, President of the Mayer Lutheran Drama 
Club, has been on honor roll the past four years, has been MRC 
All-Conference in One Act Play (last year and this year) and in 
swimming, and was swim captain. Allie lives with her family in 
Mayer, MN.
 Jada Zajicek is the daughter of Holly and Gary Zajicek. She 
has been involved in drama productions at Mayer Lutheran all 
four years, performing on stage in the musical at Mayer Lutheran 
her freshman year, and serving as a production assistant for of MLHS 
drama productions since then. Jada has been on honor roll and 
ML High Honor Roll the past two years. She lives with her family in 
Waconia, MN.

The Mayer Lutheran High School One Act Play cast competed on 
Saturday, January 24 against four other schools in the Section 4A 
South/Central Subsection. Their play, “Cheaters,” was ranked 
second by the three judges, and moves on to compete in the 

Section 4A finals on Saturday, February 4 at St. Paul Academy. 
Other schools competing in the South/Central Subsection were 
Groves Academy, United Christian Academy, Central/Norwood 
Young America, and Eagle Ridge Academy. Congratulations!

MLHS One Act Play “Cheaters” Advances to Section Finals
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306 SEVENTH STREET NE |  MAYER MN 55360  |  952 657 2251  |  MAYERLUTHERAN.ORG

mayer lutheran HIGH SCHOOL

FEBRUARY 21
     APRIL 11
6:30–8 PM • MLHS Campus

OPEN HOUSE

AND

• CAMPUS TOUR
• STUDENT–PARENT
  PANEL DISCUSSION

maye r l u t h e r a n .org

2 CORINTHIANS 8:7

Excel@ML



6

The Crusader
M

A
Y

E
R

L
U

T
H

E
R

A
N

.O
R

G

A D M I S S I O N S  D E P A R T M E N T  N E W S
By Eric Turner, Director of Enrollment  |  eric.turner@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1011, 612-250-1131 (c)

Greetings from Mayer Lutheran! As we prepare to welcome 
the Class of 2027 to our campus next Fall, I want to take a 
moment to reflect on what it means to be a CRUSADER. What 
are some of the characteristics we want defining our students 
and staff members? What factors contribute to WHO we are 
as believers in Jesus and who we are striving to be as better 
believers? How does what we believe about our identity in Him 
help in setting MLHS apart from other schools? How are we 
doing so far on our spiritual journey as students and staff? 
 So, in an effort to illustrate some of the things I believe MLHS 
does a good job of affirming and promoting, I have created an 
acronym. Fasten your seatbelts.

Christ is at the center of who we are, what we do and how 
we serve. He is the beginning and the end of all things for 

us as believers. MLHS has the privilege of sharing this great 
truth with our students!

Renewed—We are cleansed by the blood of Jesus and 
His death on a cross in our place. We get to celebrate 

this reality with every Crusader through daily worship and 
enrichment.

Unwavering focus—being confident of His grace in paying 
the price for our sins, we can focus on doing our best in all 

things, giving our time and talents to others, and trusting in His 
forgiveness when we fail. We will fail sometimes 
but we don’t need to lose sight of who we are 
in Him.

Spiritual strengthening—We can take 
advantage of every opportunity we have at 

MLHS to worship together, learn more about 
our Creator and how we relate to him, and 
grow in our faith. This involves going through 
life’s ups and downs together and leaning on 
one another through triumph and tragedy.

Academic excellence—Hard work creates 
opportunities and MLHS provides an 

excellent environment for each of our students 
to achieve success in the classroom so they will 
have many doors open to them in the future. 
This requires a healthy learning environment 
and effort and utilization of the talents He has 
given each of us.

Devotion to one another—treating others 
the way we wish to be treated. Putting 

others first. This is no easy task since our 
inclination is often to do the opposite. But 
Christ put us first by paying the penalty for our 
sins and now He asks us to think about other 
people and their best interests before we think, 
speak and act.

Endurance—We as believers are asked to run 
a race and persevere until we cross the finish 

line. We must rely of Jesus and fellow believers 
for strength, support and encouragement. We 

are not alone! MLHS strives to enable 
each of our students to be effective race 
runners during their time here on campus.

Respect for our opponents—MLHS 
is blessed with an assortment of talented athletes, artists 

and performers, thinkers and problem solvers. Competition 
is a healthy part of life and our students are given many 
opportunities to compete. How we win and how we lose says 
much about us, and our focus should always be about winning 
and losing in a Christ-like manner, since we are asked to 
represent Him at all times and in all circumstances.
 There you have it: C R U S A D E R. While it’s true that we 
are still very much works in progress here on earth, the great 
news is that even now our real identity is in Christ, and we can 
“bathe” in the hope our future and eternal destination with 
Him provides. We want each of our current students to embrace 
this and believe it beyond a shadow of doubt. Our desire is 
that they will be positively impacted in the way they are living 
and learning, even now. We also want each of our incoming 
Crusaders to have this same chance to embrace their true 
identity in Christ as they prepare for the next four years of high 
school and each of the challenges and successes it will bring. 
Pray that they will!

ONE-YEAR FIXED-RATE 
TERM NOTE

LCEF is a nonprofit religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not FDIC-insured 
bank deposit accounts. This is not an offer to sell investments, nor a solicitation to buy. LCEF will 
offer and sell its securities only in states where authorized. The offer is made solely by LCEF’s 
Offering Circular. Investors should carefully read the Offering Circular, which more fully describes 
associated risks. Rates as of December 2022. Balance restrictions apply. Rates subject to change. 
Visit lcef.org for details. 

Lutherans Helping Lutherans
Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) has served as the financial extension 
of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) since 1978, offering funding 
and resources in support of the church. Our investors make it possible for 
us to provide customized loans and support services to new and growing 
ministries as well as loans for Rostered Church Workers who dedicate their 
lives to sharing the Gospel.

The choice is up to you. LCEF offers a variety of term notes from 1 to 5 years.

At the end of the term, the funds remain yours to re-invest or redeem. Interest 
is  compounded quarterly (March, June, September and December).

KAI LARSON
LCEF District Vice President | Minnesota North and South

952-223-2163 | Kai.Larson@lcef.org

CRUSADER!
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The Mayer Lutheran High School Booster 
Club exists to help our school prepare 
the next generation of Christian leaders 
by providing resources the school may 
otherwise not enjoy. While fundraising is a 
major goal of the Booster Club, our overall 
desire is to provide multiple opportunities 

for fellowship at Mayer Lutheran High School. Although an 
emphasis is placed on activities, the Booster Club uses its time, 
talents and treasures to support all aspects of the school.
 Over the years, the MLHS Booster Club has supported the 
ministry of Mayer Lutheran by purchasing Lutheran Study Bibles 
and Lutheran Service Books for all incoming freshmen and 
transfers, desks for classrooms, a new high jump pit, a five-
man sled for our football team, pitching machines for softball 
and baseball, a Polaris Ranger with plow for our maintenance 
department, and as well as other items. The Booster Club also 
supports our technology department by being a sponsor of the 
annual golf tournament. Additionally, we support our faculty 
and staff with quarterly appreciation gift packs and a luncheon 
at the end of each semester. 
 One might ask how the Booster Club is able to afford 
purchasing these items and providing this support. Obviously, 
funds are needed to do this. We do not sell fundraiser cards or 
magazines. We do not openly solicit donations from people, 
although they are certainly welcome. The Booster Club account 
is supported by two main fundraisers: program advertising and 

the concession stand. 
The Booster Club also helps staff our home 
athletic events by providing ticket takers 
and concession workers. We ask that each 
family sign up to help at two events over 
the course of the school year. You can sign up for your shifts 
using the following link: https://volunteersignup.org/M4EAD. 

This year finding workers has been a struggle. Here are some 
ways in which people could help fill this need:
• Split a shift—find someone to help cover a portion of your 
 shift and you can split the time
• Sign up early in the year so you can have the best choice of 
 shifts that work for your schedule
• Encourage your students to help. This is a great service to their 
 school and qualifies for service hours for their theology classes!
• Help out at the game your student does not participate in—
 Varsity parents could work the B game, B and C parents could 
 work the varsity game.
• Jump in and help between games and at halftime. This is 
 when it is busiest.

As always, we appreciate your support. Thank you for helping 
the Mayer Lutheran Booster Club support the ministry of Mayer 
Lutheran as we work together to prepare the next generation of 
Christian leaders. To God all praise and glory!

Due to the winter storm, the first two 
days of this year’s J-Term had to be 
cancelled, but students still had the 
opportunity to have some fun and to 
serve others.

Thursday, January 5, students headed 
to Buck Hill for a day of skiing and 
hanging out with friends in the 
chalet. Friday, January 6, was a day of 
service at school, tying blankets for 
Mary’s Place (see page 11), decorating 
children’s lunch bags for distribution 
through the Kid’s Meals ministry, and 
making sandwiches for the 363 Days 
Food Program. Students also learned 
the secret to being content (it’s to trust 
in God!) from Pastor Ben Griffin of 
LINC Ministries.

A C T I V I T I E S  D E P A R T M E N T  N E W S
Kris Gustin, Activities Director  |  kris.gustin@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1217

MLHS BOOSTER CLUB

Shortened J-Term Provides 
Opportunities for Fun and Service
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Mayer Knights is a Youth Outreach Program 
of Mayer Lutheran High School

All we see outside is snow and ice, but… 

Knights/Crusaders 2023 Summer Camps 

are right around the corner!  Knights 

Coordinator Barb Christopherson is 

currently planning the camps, dates and 

times, and the schedule will be emailed 

out by the end of January.  Last year 

we had 350+ campers and three of our 

camps had waiting lists as they filled up 

to their maximum!  So, claim your spots 

for your favorite camps soon!

 Look for registration to be up on our 

Mayer Lutheran High School website, 

under the Knights tab, by February 15th.  

Let’s make a plan to get together here at 

our MLHS field house, or gym, or robotics 

room, or band room, or soccer field, or 

football field, or softball field, or theater 

stage or art room or weight room... We 

have something for everyone!”

Mayer Knights UPDATE!

If you're looking for a Mayer 
Lutheran event, check out our 
online event calendar. This 
searchable calendar also allows 
you to view schedules by a sport 
or activity, and you can sign up to 
receive automatic text and email 
notifications for schedule changes 
and reminders for those activities 
you want to track. 
Go to: www.mnriverconference.
org/public/genie/28/school/2/
   You’ll also find a link to this 
events calendar under the 
“About” tab at mayerlutheran.org.

MLHS Online Event 
Calendar

By Matt Winkelman, Mission Trip Coordinator 

“Fix Your Eyes on Jesus,” based on Hebrews 12:2, was the theme for this year’s 
mission trip. Twenty students and five adults partnered with Ysleta Lutheran 
Mission and San Lucas Lutheran Church to do just that. We set off to build two 
houses in Anapra, Mexico and share the love of Jesus with the two families and 
those in the area, while also growing in our faith. Watching our students and 
adults build and also interact with the families and each other was the highlight of 
the week.
 We took 125 quilts along, thanks to the Zion Mayer and St. Mark’s New 
Germany quilters, and were able to distribute them to our families and their 
neighbors as another way of letting them know the love of Jesus.  
 One of the things that makes building houses for families in Anapra so 
important is the difference in how rent works. It’s different in Mexico than in the 
United States. In the US, you sign a lease that enables you to stay for an agreed-
upon time with a set price. In Mexico, the lease does not exist, so you can rent a 
house and two days later, someone else could offer the landlord more money and 
you would have to leave. Many families find themselves constantly on the move 
because of this. So, the excitement and certainty for a family to have a home that 
they call their own is truly a blessing.
 So many things can distract us in this world, and being able to serve in Anapra 
helps open our eyes to parts of the world that might make us uncomfortable, but 
where the love of Jesus is needed just as much as it is in Mayer, MN.

MLHS Mission Trip Report
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For more than fifteen years, the top-
performing students in grades nine 
through eleven have been chosen to 
receive the Klemp-Muelich Scholarship. 
Each year, the top three students in 
each class share in a scholarship at 
Mayer Lutheran to be applied to tuition, 
fees, field trips, lunch, or anything else 
needed to attend our school. Thanks to 
a generous annual donation by a faithful 
family, the Klemp-Muelich Scholarship 
Endowment continues to provide 
generous scholarships to the highest-
performing students. Last year saw eight 
freshmen with an identical 4.0 grade 
point average. They shared an award 
of $350 each. The six sophomores and 
juniors each received an award of $1,000.

The Klemp-Muelich Scholarship 
Endowment was created to encourage 
students to excel in their studies. Too 
often, top academic performance is only 
recognized as students graduate. The 
goal of the scholarship is to encourage 
and recognize students in the lower 
three grades to continue their excellent 
work in the classroom. We are grateful 
for our friends who make the scholarship 
available. 

Please contact Mr. Landskroener if you 
would like more information about this 
amazing program or if you would like to 
support this scholarship endowment with 
a gift.

  2021-22 Juniors
  Youngmin Oh
  Josiah Clark
  Marsia Green

  2021-22 Sophomores
  Rebecca Tredray
  Ava Turner
  Hailey Winkelman

  2021-22 Freshmen
  Skye Anonby
  Jessica Hoese
  Nolan Hoese
  Jenna Karger
  Faith Langworthy
  Kayla Messer
  Payton Stanley
  Sydney Studer

Front row, L/R: Skye Anonby, Jenna Karger, Jessica Hoese, Ava Turner, Kayla Messer, Sydney Studer. Back row, L/R: Youngmin Oh, 
Marsia Green, Josiah Clark, Faith Langworthy, Hailey Winkelman, Rebecca Tredray, Nolan Hoese, Payton Stanley.

Klemp-Muelich Scholarship Winners

MLHS Academics, Arts and Athletics 
Award Recipient:
Marsia Green

Congratulations to Marsia Green, who is the Triple 
‘A’ award recipient for Mayer Lutheran High School. 
Marsia gathered with other school recipients in our 
section at a banquet on Wednesday, January 18, where 
each student gave a brief speech about themselves. 
The Academics, Arts, and Athletics Award, commonly 
known as the Triple ‘A’ Award, honors high school 
seniors throughout the state who have a 3.0 or higher-
grade point average and who participate in League-
sponsored athletic and fine arts activities.



10

The Crusader
M

A
Y

E
R

L
U

T
H

E
R

A
N

.O
R

G

Counselor’s Corner

Happy New Year! May you feel God’s love and peace throughout 
this New Year, 2023!

In October, I visited our Freshmen Seminar class and helped 
our freshmen plan their four years at MLHS. This process is 
not permanent; however, it hopefully gives them some direction for what’s to come 
regarding their academics. If you would like to see a copy of what your student is 
planning, don’t hesitate to ask. 

In late February/early March, the process will begin to have students choose their 
classes for next fall. I will send their choices to you through an email. Upon receipt, if 
you have any questions regarding their choices, please let me know.

Seniors are making some final plans for college and many transcripts and 
recommendation letters have been mailed. Encourage them to continually look to see 
what they still need for their application process as early deadlines have come and 
gone. However, it’s not too late! If any help is needed with those final application 
deadlines, have them stop by and ask. I am more than happy to help.

If your junior or senior would like to take the ACT test, please visit: 
www.actstudent.org for more details, test dates, and registration deadlines. MLHS will 
host the ACT June 10, 2023.

God’s blessings to all our students and families as the second half of our year is just 
beginning! May God bless your New Year with hope, encouragement, and inspiration!

By Debra Kelzer, Guidance Counselor
debra.kelzer@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1012

TIDBITS for TEENS
By Deb Kelzer, Guidance Counselor

During the high school years, teens are always trying to fit in. It’s hard, especially when 
friend groups change, and your teen is looking like they are ‘standing on the outside’. 
As a parent, this hurt—as a teen, this hurts!

Here is a quote that I have often seen: 
“Good friends are like stars. You don’t always see them

but you know they are always there.”

Friends are important, no matter what age you are. They certainly can play a pivotal 
role in life as a teenager. This is because they act as a personal support group during 
this difficult stage. They provide a sense of security and belonging that teens are often 
looking and longing for. They can also provide a sense of trust, especially when some-
thing is shared with them as they navigate through the trials of life. 

It’s important to remember that friendship goes both ways. A true friend doesn’t care 
if you are rich, poor, fat, thin, or any other factor in your life. Friends are there for you 
when you need them, both the ups and downs. They will love you through anything 
despite the faults that you have. There is understanding, forgiveness, love, and grace. 
A close friend wants you to be happy. 

Cherish your friendships because they are precious. It is important to be a good friend 
to those who mean the world to you. Remember this quote:

“True friends say good things behind your back and the
not-so-nice things straight to your face.”

So, ask yourself—“What kind of friend am I? Who are my true friends?”
Once you have that established, hang on to those friendships. They can make an im-
pression on you for a lifetime!

We treasure 
your support!
Mayer Lutheran High School  
depends on the financial support 
of people like you to carry out 
our mission of preparing the next 
generation of Christian leaders. You 
can make a gift to MLHS by send-
ing a check to us at 306 Seventh St 
NE, Mayer MN, 55360, or by mak-
ing a donation online at mayerlu-
theran.org. You can also support us 
through the programs below.

Every time you shop at any of the 
2,000+ online stores in the iGive 
network, a portion of the money you 
spend benefits Mayer Lutheran High 
School. It’s a free service, and you’ll 
never pay more when you reach a store 
through iGive. In fact, smart shoppers 
will enjoy iGive’s repository of coupons, 
free shipping deals, and sales. To get 
started, just create your free iGive 
account. Start iGiving at: www.iGive.
com/MayerLutheranHighSchool

Nearly half of American adults 
have never created a will. 

We can provide many excuses. 
However, the Lord did not 

place things into your life for 
someone else to manage. 

He has chosen you to do that.
You will find great joy and 

satisfaction in putting a plan 
together, seeing how God 
is working through you to 
love and bless. Your LCMS 
Foundation Gift Planning 

Counselor can help. 

Contact Kurt Fuhr at 
kurt.fuhr@lfnd.org, or 

952-270-5878 to schedule a gift 
planning conversation.
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Is the world we-centric or I-centric? If 
it is we-centric, the world sees all that 
happens through a lens that asks, “How 
does this or that affect those around 
me?” If it is I-centric, then the question 
is, “How does what is happening or 
could happen affect me?” The difference 
between these perspectives shapes how 
people will interact with one another, 
what the motive is behind decisions, and 
causes a negative effect on individuals 
when things do not go their way. Studies 
suggest that Generation Z is an ever 
increasing I-centric generation, putting 
its primary focus on self rather than on 
community. Focusing on self – how I 
feel and what I want - leads to negative 
and difficult events becoming greater 
problems than they actually are. Similarly, 
everything good and pleasing that 
happens fosters the belief that this is the 
way it should always be. All of this leads 
to delays in personal maturation and 
erodes empathy.
 Helping this generation see that 
they are part of a greater story, a large, 
even global story that goes beyond 
their life alone, is essential. If they can 
see that their life, exactly as it is – with 
challenges, frustrations, joys, and 
victories – can be a beneficial part to a 
bigger picture, then they will be able 
to see and live beyond the world of 
themselves.
 It is not possible to remove I-centric 
thinking; everyone experiences it. 
However, it is possible to challenge 
an individual’s mindset. It is possible 
to create ways to get people thinking 
beyond themselves, to become more we-
centric. Conversations about the world, 
their role in community (where they live 
and beyond), and challenging them to 
act on behalf of others can push them 
to see that what they do can positively 
impact others. 
 This type of activity is critical to 
rebuilding empathy and increasing our 
ability to bounce back from difficulty.
 Recently the students at Mayer 
Lutheran were engaged in activities that 

helped them see beyond themselves 
and take action to help others. Before 
engaging in these activities, students 
learned about the ministries that they 
would be assisting and the ways in which 
their service would be beneficial. 
 Some students went on the annual 
mission trip to El Paso, TX and Anapra, 
Mexico. As part of this year’s J-Term, 
others tied over 55 tie-blankets for the 
ministry of Caring and Sharing Hands 
in Minneapolis. These blankets will be 
distributed to the homeless community, 
including families that are currently living 
at Mary’s Place, an apartment complex 
that is part of Caring and Sharing Hands. 
Students also decorated over 450 paper 
lunch bags for children in the Houston, 
TX area. The ministry Kid’s Meals delivers 
these bags, which they fill with food, 
to hungry children throughout the 
Houston area. Mayer Lutheran students 
got to make these brown lunch bags 
colorful, fun, and encouraging. (One 
of my favorite messages was, “Jesus 
will never Lego of you.” This message 
on a bag decorated with Lego blocks 
was amazing!) The final J-Term service 

event was for the 
363 Days Food 
Program, which distributes bologna 
and cheese sandwiches to the homeless 
and hungry people on the streets of 
Minneapolis and St. Paul. Students made 
over 3,500 sandwiches! The majority of 
the sandwiches were handed out the 
very day they were made. 
 Preparing Christian leaders is teaching 
and challenging our students to be 
we-centric. We know that Christian 
leadership is being a servant to others. 
Jesus modeled this throughout his 
ministry as he healed the sick and lived 
embracing the sinners that society had 
put at arm’s length. Jesus embraced 
them to the point of dying on a cross for 
their sins and for our sins too. Humble 
service, giving of personal time, talents, 
and treasures, is what we are called to 
do. When we respond in service, it is to 
make Christ known through the meeting 
of others’ needs. It is never done to 
elevate self, as that would be I-centric.
 May we be more like Jesus, serving 
others so that they would meet Jesus, 
believe in Him, and be saved. 

Moving to WE 
Understanding Generation Z–Installment 3

MLHS J-Term Blanket Tying
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